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PREFACE. 


After the appearance of Lord Selkirk’s Pam- 
phlet, entitled, “ A Sketch of the British Fur 
“ Trade in North America; with Observations re- 
lativc to the North-West Company of Mon- 
treal,”and some other Publications which issued 
from the press about the same time on the same 
subject, the Author of the following pages had 
proposed to reply to them ; but Sir Alexander 
M‘Kenzie, 40 whose authorifrv Lord Selkirk so 
often appeals, and whom he so often misrepresents, 
was desIi'uuB uf taking up the discussion ; an in- 
tention, the execution of which, circumstances 
alone have hitherto delayed. Upon further consi- 
deration of the subsequent transactions in which 
Lord Selkirk was involved, and of the unfortunate 
occurrences in the Interior of the North-West 
Country, all of which must become* the subject 
of examination in Courts of Justice in Eng- 
land, it was deenled unfair by the Representatives 
tibe North-West Company, to publish an ex 
part0 statement of evidence, which mi^t influ- 
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cnee public opinion before llie inerHs of the ca.se 
could be leorally investigated. 

After the notice, however, which had been taken 
of these tran.sactions in the public prints lyid jour- 
nals, particulai K in the .31st Nunil)er of the Quar- 
terly Review , i« " Inch the most offensive parts of 
Lord Selkirk’s statements were republished, with 
remarks calculated to misletul the public mind, and 
to prejudge the merits of the (pu stions at i.ssuc, it 
became inipos.sib!e longer to dt'ler .'iubmitling to 
the Public a faithful Narrative of (he Proceedings 
of the Earl of Selkirk in Xoilh America ; from 
wJiich it will be seen, willi Avhat truth or jirstiec 
he is entitled to os^mne tfje cbaractcr of an Ac- 
cuser, and to represeui himself as the oljcct of un- 
provoked aggiession. 

The Representative.s of the North-West Coin- 
jiany have been furnished by their C’onstituents 
with the mo.st ample materials for tlieir defence ; 
and their longer silence would be injuripus tp 
themselves, and unjust to their Connexions Ut 
Canada. The following detail of fiicta and occur.- 
renccs since I^orrl Settiijrks cojinexion wilh the 
Indian. Trade and the Hudsoifs Bay Compapy, has 
therefore b^n hastily tbrowd together, and, m far 
the Author has either knowledge or iaiforaiatimii 
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is a correct accouiit ol‘ them. It has been neces- 
sary t<» Uirow Uie Documents proving their authen- 
ticity, into an Appendix, which is suuiexed to the 
public^i^ To that the reader’s atten- 

tion ie ehmestly entreated ; and it will be £}uud to 
contain positive proof of almost every fact asserted 
in Uie text. Whether, after |>erusing it, the opi- 
nion expressed by the Quarterly Review, “ that no 
“ one will doubt tlfat I^ord Selkirk is an amiable, 
“ hunmtmble, and intelligent man," will obtain 
universal and unqualined assent, the Author will 
not take ujKni himself to determine. He is at all 
events contklent, that few person.^, not even e.v- 
ceptiug the*Rcvicwers, after air attenti\e perusal of 
the evidence to substantiate the statements of Lord 
Selkirk’s own conduct in the transactions hereafter 
related, will agree to find, without other proof than 
his I.*ordship’s assertions, (jichat the Reviewers 
themselves term) Lord Selkirk's Bill of Indictment 
.»gain.st his Rivals in Trade. If indeed the lite- 
rary judges alluded to had kept in mind the salu- 
tary maxim, of hearing both side.s before decid- 
ing, they, would hardly have given currency to his 
Lordshii^’s libels against res|)ectable Mercliants in 
d^ifi coiEnf^y and their Constituents in Canada, for 
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less have added fresh and unfounded criminations 
of their own to his Lordship’s interested and sus* 
picious invectives. 

The following extract from that Review; 

“ At Montreal, w« presume, he wites his ‘ Sketch of the 
“ Fur Trade/ which is well calculated to bring down pub- 
lie indignation on the heads of those who conduct, or who 
are concerned in it. The pains that appear to be taken, 
and the plans that are laid, to seduce the inoffensive savages 
“ into habits of vice, in order that |he ‘ Traders’ may the 
“ more easily exercise a brutal tyranny over them ; and the 
** ferocious and unfeeling conduct of the Canadian Rivals in 
“ the Fur Trade towards each other, setting at defiance all re- 
“ ligion, morality, and law, are stated in such terms and on 
such evidence, that they are not only ‘ deserving the early 
attention of the public,’ but will command it, and we 
doubt not, call forth the Immediate interference of the 
“ Legislature” — 

is both, as to any evirlencc given in T^ord Selkirk’s 
pampdilet, as in fact, untrue. 

Sir Alexander McKenzie has certainly accused 
the Traders who penetrated into the country imme- 
diately after the conquest of Canada, of violence 
and excesses ; but he has also shewn, that the pre- 
sent Association was formed to repress those irregu- 
larities and enormities, ^and although subsequently 
to the formation of that Association, an opposition 
took place in the Trade, which to a certain de- 
gree renewed those scenes; yet on the jnnctlMi 
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oi' the two parties, they immediately ceased, and 
until Lord Selkirk’s interference, tranquillity and 
peace were universally established. 

The Quarterly Review supposes Lord Selkirk to 
have bfcen the first person to con^plain of the law- 
less prticeedin*^ he denounces. The Office of the 
C’oloniiil Secretary would shew abundant proof of 
complaints prclerred against such abuses, and be- 
yond complaints, of substantial remedies proposed 
to remove the cau.se of them. The Act of the 43rd 
of the King, was passed at the earnest entreaty of 
the Merchants in England, interested in the Trade. 
Their characters are not unknown, and they can 
refer to thejr conduct before the Public, for proof 
no less equivocal than any that can be advanced 
by Lord Selkirk, of their zeal and exertions to 
promote the true interests of philanthropy and hu* 
manitv. 

His Lordship has, however, thought proper to 
bring directly against them, a charge, (one of 
the most hea'.y to be found in his libel), of 
encouraging Uie use of spirituous liquors among 
the Indian Tribes, or at least, of opposing any 
regulations which might l)e proposed to limit or 
prohibit it. Of the falsehood of this accusation, 

b 
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it is in their power to bring sibuntiant proof’. Some 
years ago, when tiiey conbl liltio evpeet his J^ionl- 
ship's views ere different from those aseribed to 
him by his present, supporfios, several nieeling.s 
took place between the Nobie^ Lord and toine of 
the persons in Lotjslon. to whom he has uiluded, 
the object of which wa.s, to consider and adopt 
suggesiion.s and legidatioo'.-, lor the preveution of 
apvAef\cc, \i\\vvv\\\, as Vyv\V tov\j>o\vv\\\V Vo vW’m- 
terests, as lodhc ieeliijgs of iheuentli-nien accaised. 
.Vt one of these meetings Mr. Wiiherlbree was 
present, and he will p!'<ib;>hly have some rewdlec- 
tioti of tile ivadijK vs evprevsed hv the Canadian 
Merchiubs, to cuaian in any praetieuble plan, by 
whieh so dtesirablc an tanuigement coidd he ef- 
ti-cted, bat ibai ih y li-i'ii doubted, as they .still 
dunl)t, tlii- cjlicaw, and dicrefiiie the policy, of 
am lea'islati'a inlev;’ .. “.re in lha mutter. 'I'hev 
stated, and tm.y know that it would he e.vtremely 
ditUcult. if not impos.sil>le, to enforce, the provisions 
of an Act of Parliament , w hicli might be readily 
obeyed by 'one class of persons, and evaded by 
another. There are certain Indians, or rather 
; mixed popidation of Indians and Canadians, in the 
Plains, on whom the Tmders are dependant for 
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foot!, and with whose habits and customs it would 
be dangerous, suddenly to interfere. If* such in- 
terference; were to take place, tlie Trade must be 
expos^ to the rivalship of American Citizens on 
the Mi.ssi,sso>ni, wi)o would haVe little scruple in 
making use of any means to ac((uire or pre- 
serve an influence otherw ise unatfaitiuhle. .SiiN.^e- 
qucntly, indeed, tlie \erv Colony ostnhlishcd by 
\jOw\ SeVWwAs, wwwVd W\e, Tcnu\eved uwn \e<'*\s\a- 

^ V r> 

tive provisions im-nicicnl. Does his f/ordship 
leally suppose i( \vo(dd luive been [>ossi!jlc to pre- 
vent his Colonists, mc.h as ihtaj arv 'Icscrifti'd (a he, 
from clandestinely distilling their grain, (for which 
they conld* leave no sale or demand), when they 
rnnnol be deterred from doing so at home, with 
all the vigilance and severity which (ho Law can 
exercise to prevent tins prod ice ? If. however, the 
use of spirituous liquors could not be wholly dis- 
|)ensed with, or prohibited, it might at least, by 
judicion.s regulations, and a pr(»per understanding 
Iwtw’cen the I'raders, he restrained ; and this, at 
the meeting which took place, as above men- 
tioned, the Mendiants offered their best endea- 
vours to effect. 

Great improYcmcnts had taken place in this 

h2 
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respect beforeftLord Selkirk’s interference, which it 
is essential to state, that he may not lay claim to 
the little merit the reviled Fur Traders are enti- 
tled to on the subject. It. was shew'n by accounts 
produced at the meeting, that the quantif y of spi- 
rituous liquors introduced into the North-West 
Country, had in the two preceding years been re» 
duced from 50,000 to 10,000 gallons; no great 
quantify, considering there word at that time 2000 
white persons in their employment , of which the 
greater number were to pass the winter in a Sibe- 
rian climate. It is true, they had succeeded in so 
rapidly and effectually reducing the quantity, in 
consequence of the onion of the Companies ; but 
after that union, it was tlie first reform they made, 
conscious 'that the success of their Trade, jukI the 
security of their persons and property, were equally 
promoted with their own wishes on the subject, by 
moral improvement in the habits of the Indians. 
Will the reader believe, or rather, will the Editors 
of the Quarterly Review believe, that at that very 
meeting, the Merchants, stated, and were ready to 
prove, that the introduction of spirituous liquors 
amongst any tribe or nation of Indians discovered 
(of tlm first time in their remote researches by 
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the North-West Company, was strictly- prohibited? 
Indeed, so faithfully hivs this principle been main- 
tained, that to this hour the use of it is unknown 
to tliein. 

So rffueh it was.nece-ssary to. ohsei^’e in this 
Preface, in answx-r to the unfounded calumnies 
on this interesting subject. The Author is ie.ss 
solicitous u|X)n the otlxer points urged by Lord 
Selkirk and liis friefids: the Courks of Justice in 
Canada w'ill have no difficulty in rebutting the 
charges by which they are assailed; and the 
Etlitors of the Quarterly Review must surely be 
aware, that if such transactions as are detailed 
in this pamphlet by Lortl Selkirk, are justified by 
truth, an ap[H^al to His Majesty's (jovernment, 
for the reform of abuses iK) scandalous, or the pub- 
lic e.V|)0.sure of them by Lord Selkirk in his place 
in Parliament, would have Ix'en a much more 
proj)er cOursc for llie Noble Lord to pursue, (iuin 
that he has tlwught it not beneath the dignity of 
his station to iulopt. 

The colouring attempted to lx* given to the 
lamentable scene in which Mr. Semple pori.siied, 
will be removed by the facts of the case, as iletailed 
in the Narrative; and it is hardly necessary to 
refute the misrepresentation on this subject, into 



XU 


PREFACE. 


which Lord Selkirk’s friend in the Quarterly Re- 
view has been led by his zeal in the cause, and of 
which Lord Selkirk hini.self is not guilty. It is 
stated, that >^'hcn his Ijordsbip ri'cvived inhdfi- 
genee of this evemi at Montreal, he engaged, and 
took with him, the Menron .soldiers, to cnsuie the 
apprehension of the persons engaged in it. This 
ha|)pens to Im? utlerlv destitute of truth : Lord Sel- 
kirk, without any knowledge ' of this transaction, 
or the lea.st reason to presume (unless indeed front 
the instructions he had given, n hirh might prodni'o 
mrh mischief), that any affray or quaritd could 
have taken place, engaged these niereenaric's at 
Montreal, for the [tlu ftoses to which (Ireii sen ices 
w ere alfervrards ajipliyd. 

) 'i!s fatal cat as* voj ilie iitis. hower'er. (kcii arf- 
fiitly iiupiwed by Lord Selkirk. lie scenrs to 
have c\[)C( !ed. that the ]>Hi)He rounKissiou (hr lln- 
tragical death of an aiuialdo ami nieiitoriojjs in- 
dividual, would shield his Lordship’s prior nsni jK 
atious and suh.scquent outrages, from all investi- 
gation. He hofjcd that those, to whom itr a body 
he a.scriberl the ]>rcniediti»{erl murder of that (Jen- 
tlcman, would be so over|X>wered by the clamour 
against their own inrputetl guilt, that they should 
raise tber voice in vain to seek justice and indem- 
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•iiilication for his Lorrtship’s unparalleled invasions 
ol‘ their rights ami projxjrty. 

'Fhe delusion ol‘ these artiliees and misrepi'esen- 
tation.s, however, will speedily pass away ; ansi 
Lord Selkirk, aller prefeVring charges, fi)r which 
there does not exist a shadow of proof, will, in his 
turn, be called upon to answer for haviiii'; ad- 
vanced such an ujifounded accusation, hi fl’.e 
uieau fiine, vvliile Lonl Selkirk exhibits the me- 
jancholy incident of Mr. Semple’s dealh with 
theatrical (lecoration.s, to e.xcif.e (he jiopular feei- 
iiiff of this connlrv in his own favour, (ho Members 
of the North-West Company .sincerelv regicl (he 

fate of a man, who apjx'ars to have been tjuali lied 

• * 

to be a c.scfni and honourable member of s(x:iety, 
and who fell a sacrifice to the Implicit fidelity with 
which he seems to have e.vecnted tlie commission 
xxith uhicii he was entrusted. Mr. Semple uj)- 
jK'.vi's to have been convinced that he was defend- 
ing the sacred legal rights of his emjiloyer; and 
tirat to have permitted the Servants of the North- 
We.st Company to have used the liberty of pas- 
sage oil the soil claimed by I<ord Selkirk, ms they 
and their prcdeccfsui's had done for near a cen- 
tury, would have been a violation of his duty. 
The fueling of devotion and lidolity was honour- 
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able to Mr. Semple, but if in truth he wjis made* 
the instrument of i!' gal, uuwarrunTGTlT'ftnil forci- 
ble iijx>n the uiuloubtctl rights ol his 

fellow-subjects, it is to be lamented, that such a 
man should have fallen in asserting the ur.tbunded 
claims of others. 

'rhe Writer is aware, that this Preface has ex- 
tended to an unusual length, but he trusts that the 
rea.sons stated will be admitted as a sufficient apo- 
logy. Tlie object of the following jxiges, is not 
to refute the charges and calumnies of Lord Sel- 
kirk against the Nortli-West Company in general, 
but to exhibit a faithful Narrative of the ocair- 
rences which had taken place, since the Earl of 
Selkirk was first brought into their neighbourhood 
by his political or commercial speculations. Other 
parts of Lor«l Selkirk’s publication will receive the 
refutation of which they arc so capable. In exe- 
cuting the task which the Author has undertaken, 
he has aimed chieily at truth and liecnracy in his 
statement of facts ; and be trusts, t hat the faults of 
arrangement* and style, which must be discerned 
in this publication, 'vill be overlooked in the 
composition of one who has not ‘been accustomed 
to write for the Public. 
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Prkvioits to the \ear 1806, the Iv.irl of Selkirk 
had been engaged in various landed and coloniz- 
ing speculations in British Xorlh America, in the 
prosecution of which he visited Canada. la the 
course of his travels, his attention was naturally 
directed to the situation of the Trade, and parti- 
cularly to rfiat carried on with the Indians in 
the barter of Mamifactured Goods and other ar- 
ticles, for Furs an<l Peltries, which, over since 
the <liscoverv and establishment of the Colonv bv 
the French, had been considered the chief branch 
of its commerce. 

During his Lord.ship’s residence in Montreal, he 
was received with the hospitality n Inch so much 
characterizes the inhabitants of that city; and to 
none vva.s he indebted for tnore pointed attention 
und civility, than to the Merchants connected with 
Uie Ftir Trade, and more esjx'cially the Partners 
of the North-West Company. His enquiries into 
the nature and extent of the trade, and (heir par- 
ticular Establishment, which had always been an 
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object of curiowty to stmngcrs visit itig Canada, 
were readily answered by these Geiitlerueu, wlso 
withheld no hiforniatiou \vhich couhl gratify the 
liberal and useful researches of a noble traveller. 
They remarked at the tiiiie, that these ep<|uiries 
were more extehded thuii usual ; but they little 
expected that their confidential coinnuinications to 
a person expressing his adyni ration at the result of 
their exertions, and his sincere frieiulship and 
tliankful acknowledgments to^ themselves, should 
have awakened the spirit of self-interest, which 
has subse<][uently been so apparent; still less did 
they suppose they were placing means in the hands 
of a commercial rival, to be applied first in oppor 
sition to their trade, and, after the failure of that 
experiment, in an attempt to effect the ruin of 
their cstablishmeni. 

On the Noble Lord's return to England, he pro- 
secuted with much anx ety the enquiries he had 
commence'! in Canada, coanected with (hi.s sub- 
ject; and the situation of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, w ith the great advantiiges under which the 
Fur Trade might be conducfctl from Hudson’s 
Bay, when compared with the, obstacles and diffi- 
culties opposed to the Canadian Merchants, soon 
presented themselves to his discernment. The 
route to the remote and most valuable trading 
stations in the Nortii-West Country was nearly 
two tlicusand miles more distant by" interior 
communication, from Montreal than from Hud- 
t?on’s Bay; and it was evident, if the assumed 



rij^s of this Chartered Company to the ex- 
elusive commerce and navigation of the Bay 
were legal, by a strict enforcement of them, the 
whole Fur Trade might be diverted into that 
channej. His Lordship communicated his ideas 
on the subject, though very partfally, to a gentle- 
man then in England, who had been long inte- 
rested ill the North-West Company, and to whom 
the |iublic are indebted tor a description of the 
country, and of hi.s/)wn voyages and discoveries. 
In conseijuence of this communication, an agree- 
ment was subsequently entered into by Lord Sel- 
kirk and this gentleman, to speculate in the Stock 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, without any defi- 
nite object on the part of his Lordship’s associate, 
beyond [xissibly a re-sale at an enhanced price, 
when a suflflcient amount should have been pro- 
cured to enable them to exercise a beneticial influ- 
ence in the management of the Company’s con- 
cerns, and thereby to increase the value of their 
slock. 

The moment was peculiarly favourable for their 
purpo>e: the Stock of the (.’onqjany had fallen 
from 2.50 per I'eut. to between 5() and 60, in con- 
sequence of mi.sfortune, or mismanagement of their 
alfairs, whi<‘h were in a state of rapid* decay, and 
considerctl bordering upon insolvency, no Divi- 
dend having been paid for several years. Under 
such circumstances, consulerable purchases were 
easily made by the {parties; hut his Lordship’s 
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\iews becoming' cnlargotl with tlie exlciulo^l know- 
ledge he obtained of the supposed rights ronfeired 
upon the Coinpanv by Cliarh'i', a disagTeemcnt 
took place as to tlie further objects tliev had ori- 
ginally in view; and, siller some legal proceed- 
ings, an arrangement viis made iK'twcen the psir- 
ties, by wbieb Lord Selkirk became proprietor of 
the greatest jwirt of the Stock acquired on their 
joint account. 

Being thus flisengaged fr«m any connection 
which could intertere with his views, and having 
established for himsoll' a sufficient looting in the 
aft'airs of the Company. Lord Selkirk exteniled his 
purchases to the amount nearly of 40,000/. the 
whole aniouiit of (he ('oinpany's Stoi'k being rather 
under 1(K),(KW>/. Several Members of the Com- 
mittee irnniediatelv niafle. wav llir the apjxiinlmcnt 
of his near relativ e.s and friends to the Direction, 
and from this pcrkxl, hi.*. Lordship may be consi- 
dered as possessing an unlimited influence ami 
rontroul in tlie nianagcment of the affairs, and 
disposal of the proj/crjy of the Company. Althongli 
more Jictivifv was pereeiverl in the general condiwt 
of their concerns, some time elap,st*d before his 
Lordships ultimate, ohjeets and plans were dis- 
closed; but* his preparations being then made, a 
General Court wa.s Convened by public notice, in 
tlic month of May ISll. The Proprietors were 
informed at this Meeting, that the Governor and 
Committee cou.sidered it beneficial to their gene- 



tal in1eiesi}<, >o graut to his Lordship in fee sim- 
ple, ulxnit square miles ot‘ what teas 

suppofied to lx*, their territory, on eoutlitioii 
that 111* shoiihl estahlish a Colony on the Grant, 
and liiriiish, on eertuiif terms, {‘rom among the 
Seltlt'rs, such lahdnrers as are* required by the 
Company in their trade. The Proprietors did 
not see in these conditions any sulficienL con- 
sideration lor the Giiiiif ; and e^ery one pre- 
sent. with the exception of the Noble Lord 
and tile Committee, signed and delivered a Pro- 
te.st * against if. to the (/ourl. Notu itlistanding 
this opposition the (Jrant was eontlrmed, and his 
l^ordship became the ideal proprietor of a. domain 
exceeding in extent the kingdom of Ihigland, with 
only one objection to the title, that with respect 
to tile riglfl of the grantors, they had equtil power 
to as.sign him a similar kingdom in the moon. 

In addition to the Protest ofi’ered by the Proprie- 
tors, remonstrances were made against the wdld 
Jtnd lio{X*le.ss project of e.sta])!ishing the projwsed 
(.olony, hy every jiorson interested in the trade ol 
the country ; and it may Ih* desirable here to state 
the situation and circumstances, under the full 
knowledge of which, l^ord ^Selkirk determined to 
persevere in his .schemes. 

The distance between the spot where the lirst 
Settlement was {\ller>vards termed , and York Fac- 
tory, in Hiulson's Bay, the point of conmumication 


* .Appendix, I 
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with the sea, is, b> actual mln.oasurenient. 725 

„ules- ami the imiir vtion. such a. »t .s. umv l«,. 

^.Ucdovcafafu. •» »<)«• months ol .)une an.\(>, - 

tobcr; but (liidufr tui/rh o/‘that sni.MMj, the 

fonniiig the comnnwicalhii, nro m//// dn, mui 
tVie wW)\e TonVe vs on\N ^wacticaide in sinull botUs 
or cauoes. The journey, or voyage, is peHbi nied 
by loaded boats in aboiit thirty days, and pro- 
visions must be taken for the whole time, as none 
are to be procureil on the route. There are nu- 
merous portages, where the boats or canoes, in 
the best season, ^nust be carried or hauled over the 
land*. The distance of the Red River from Lake 
Superior, is rather greater than from Hudson’s 
Ray; and from Montreal, by the nearest route, 
(that of Lake Superior), about 2300 miles. The 
distance from the nearest inhabited jnirt of Upper 
Canada, which may possibly be another Colony 
of Lord Selkirk's, caILd Ball-Down, is about 
1600 miles. It must be verv obvious, from the 
distances here de.scribcd, and the difficulty of com- 
munication, which i.s only practicable in bin^h- 
bark canoes, that no market coiihl be. found, be- 
yond the immediate consumption of the Color; isls, 
for the agricultural produce of a Settlement so 
situated. Tlie climate is undoubtedly healthy, al- 
though during winter, t.)»e .severity of the frost, and 
prevailing gale.s of wind, is very great: the Forks 
of the Red River being situated in latitude 50 

"* See p.irticulars in Appendix, No. III. Admeasuremeut made by 
Mr. Thomp-ooj Geographer to the North-West Company. 
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West, about three dc^ees north of Quebec. The 
country in the neighbourhood of the proposed 
Settlement, consi.sts of extensive plains, and the 
soil, excepting partially on the banks of the 
rivers, is liglit and unproductive. The scarcity 
of wood, in a cbvmtry in exiiry other situa- 
tion abounding with it, is the best proof of 
the quality of the soil, the natural produce of 
which is only a coar.se benty grass, the food of 
inniimcrab/c herds of buffaloe which are fed on the 
[)lains. Different tribes of Indians are scattered 
over this district, and establish themselves in hunt- 
ing parties and encampments, to procure provi- 
sions for the Traders of tlie North-West and Hud- 
son’s Bay Companies, who have several Forts or 
Post.s there, maintained more for this object than 
for that of procuring Peltries; there is also some 
trade in Furs, principally wolf and fox-skins ; and 
occasionally Indians from tlie head of the Missis- 
sippi, and the Mis.sissouri Rivers, bring the pro- 
duce of their hunt to trade at the Red River 
Establishments. All these natives are much mo- 
lested, and frequently attacked by other bands of 
the plains, called, from their habits, ks Pillcurs, 
or Plunderers; who, from living in a country 
abounding with horses, which enable them to lead 
a wandering and predatory life, and being well 
supplied with food and clothing from the herds of 
buifaloe in the plains, are independent of assist- 
ance from, and connexion with the Traders. Their 
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iin*ni‘.sioii.s are rapid and dcstriu.’tivi', and f<n' na- 
ture of tlie country permits them to oo^cr their 
rctrcttt, by witting lire to llie grass, uhieh i.s olloii 
done for this purpose, and in their defence, l)y the 
natives. A gentleman dcstirihing this practice, 
says, ‘‘ I have ofU?ii seen the gKus.s set on lire, bt»lh 

from the drunken freak of a capricious Jndia/i» 
" and to cover tlie retreat of a war-|«uly ; and 
“ in {ugh gales ol wind, file llame.'i spiralling with 
*' the rapidity of a horse in a rouiul gallop, till 
“ five or six luiiidred square luile.s were Iniiut 

without interrupt ion.” 

Tlic Fur Tnider.s of all jiailies were not haek- 
wavd \u ve'Yroseutiug; to Lord Selkirk and tiic 
Committee of the Hudson. s Bay t’ompany, their 
objections to tlieir attempt to colonize this remote 
and inhospitable region, which might in its con- 
sequences endanger their ioterest.s and securilv. If 
was proposed to send wit jioor and ignorant Set- 
tlers, who could be .subject to no legal coiitroul, 
and iipaccustomed to tlio maimers and habits of 
the Indiaas, always jealou.s of agricultural en- 
croachment on their hunting grounds. 

The Traders, especially those connected with 
Canada, had, by long inteiTour.se, acquired the 
confidence of those 'Pri bos; they were acquainted 
u ith their manners, and knew how to avoid the 
occasions of disseiitiou and irritation, w hich the 
ignorance of strangers so frequently ministers tu 
their jealous and irritable character. It was ob-> 
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to them that an attempt by a bo(,fy of fjag- 
tisliiucn, to establish a Colony in the heart of 
the Indian Territorj', was in itself pregnant with 
danger to all those by whom these regions were 
freqnenteil. When the probable result of the 
attempt was contemplated — when it was consi- 
dered that tlie new Settlers, compelled by want, 
disgust, ttnd despair, might be brought into col- 
lision with the Indian 'I'rilres, and the mixed po- 
piilntinn sprung froiij the intercourse of the Trad- 
ers with the Indian women, and some of whom 
are engaged in the seiaice of the North-West 
Company — it was easy to see, that this extrava- 
gant scheme subjected the Trader equally with 
the Colonist, to extreme hazard and danger. 

To the North-West Company this establishment 
>vas peculiarly objectionable ; they denied the 
right, either of the Ifudson’.s Bay Company or 
Lord Selkirk, to any part of the Territory ceded 
(f> him, of which tlieir predecessors and themselves 
had been in oc<'upauy for at least a century. They 
were aware, that it was further intended to enforce 
against them the penalties provided by the Char- 
ter, of s»‘izure of tludr persou.s and contiscation of 
their projM'rty, as interlopers on the Territories ab- 
surdly claimerl by the Company; and •they saw in 
the terms on \>hich the Grant was made, that the 
establishment of this Colony was only a pretext to 
induce Settlers to emigmto, and thus to introduce 
into tile country at an inconsiderable expence, a 
sufficient number of persons to carry into effect 

c 
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TW ^^ot({\-\l^es( Cof»(»a«v nv/.^ fotuMin J7HS, 
by an association of Traders, prior to tliat time en- 
gaged in rival undertakings, and wlio, on the con- 
quest of Canada, following the footsteps of their 
predecessors, the French Colonists, had engaged 
in the trade. Every fiCgal Opinion* they had 
been able to obtain, strengthened their determi- 
nation to resist these proccedi.igs ; and the follow- 
ing Abstract of the History and Discovery of the 
Country, will show the grounds on which they 
Ibutided their opposition, and w ill appear at least 
to justify it, tilt a legal d(.ci,sion had been obtained 
by the Hudson’s Hay Company, or Lord Selkirk, 
in confirmation of the validity of their claims. 

Hudsons Bay had been discovered prior to the 
attempt in which Hudson perished in IGlO ; but 
from the voyage of Sir Thomas Button In 1611, 
till the year 1667, it apj)ears to have been wboHv 
neglected by the I-'iiiitish goverjiinent and nationd. 
In the latter year, the conuniniicatioji between 
Canada and the Bay was discovered by two Ca- 
nadian genihanen, Messr.s. Ibiddisson and De 
Groselliers, who were conducted thither acros.s 
the country*by Indians, Succeeding in this, they 
returned to Quelxlr, and ofTered the merchants to 
conduct ships to Hudson’s Bay, the proximity of 

• AVpcn'Jix, Nos. TV. V. VI. 
t See Harrises Vo) aj;es, vol, ii. pp. 245^280. 
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which to the principal Fur districts, was now as- 
certained. This propo.sal was rejected, as well as 
a subsequent one to the Frcncli government at 
Paris : there they \vere persuaded by the English 
Ambassador to go to J^ofidon, where they were lii- 
vourably received by some merchants, and per.soiis 
ol' quality, who entrusted a Mr. Giilatn, long ac- 
customed to the Newfoundland trade, to prosecute 
the discovery. TVlr. Gillani .sailed in the Nonsuch 
ketch, in 1667, info Baffin's Bay, to the height 
of 7o“ north latitude, and from them e southward 
to 51°, where he ordered a river, (o whieh he jjave 
the name of Prince Rupert's: and finding the In- 
dians friendly, erected a small Fort, 'rhe persons 
interested in this ves.se!, upon the return ofGillam, 
applied to Charles flu* Second for a Patent, who 
granted them the Hudson’s Bay Charter, dated the 
2d May, 1670. 

In that year the Coiujrany sent out a Mr. Bailey, 
Governor, wlio wi'h Mr. R,i(ldiv<oii. s(‘ttlcd at Ru- 
perCs River, .and establi.shed Fort Nelson; and 
that these Estarrlishmeids were then considered 
an encr<»aehuieiit on th.e. F'letieh Proviuee, is evi- 
dent, from the inslrucfioiis to Mr. Henry Sargeaut, 
who succeeded as Governor at RuperCs River in 
which enjoined him to be ctireful of the 
F’rcnch, who were already jealous of the 'IVade. 
In 1()86 the Hudson’s Bay Company had five F’orts, 
\\hich, thomjh all an ihv shores aj' the sen, so 
much increa.sod the jealousy of (he French, that 
Chevalier de Troyes was sent overland from 

c 2 
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Canada to attack them ; and In July of that year, 
the two Nations boinff (hen in a stale of janfoinal 
peace, and the two Governinents in nu»ri‘ than 
amicable iinderstaiulinir, Mr. .Sarjfcant was (■(im- 
pelled to surrender his Fort lothe Chevalier, after 
a defence of a aatcIk. In the jx'riod from ItilW to 
1606 , these Forts were all retaken, and again 
captured by (he French in (lie succeeding war. At 
(he Peace of Ctrecht (hey were re.sforid (o (he 
English Goverumen(, and byjhe lOlh .Article* ol 

* Tenth Article of the Treaty of iirecht, eomludcd in 17 (•'). 

“ 1 lie said J\Iost Cjiristian King shall restore to the Kinutlom iind 
Queen of Great Britain, to be possessed in hill right for ever, tiie Bay 
and Straits of Iludi-toi, together with nil lands, sea*, and s<'a-coast.«i, 
rivfTS, and jdaces situate in the said Bay and Strnit.*^, and whim’ll be- 
long tluTeunlo;. no tntrts there, of land or of sea, hting ext epted, 
whicii are at present posbessed by the Subject.^ (d* Fiance, All which, 
as v\eli us any bnildings the re made, in the condition they now are, and 
likewise all Form .-s.-os therf. erec ted, either ht fore or sinre tlu I'lcnrli 
scii:ed the smnf„ ^hall. wltlii.; six month> b-oin the ratifnation of rlu* 
present iVeaiy, o; hk.jh r if ]>ObMh,e, he wdl and tnily df {i\trocl t-. 
the British >*u! o{. t'i, la.Vi.sg i’onvioL-’^'ioji from tho Queen of fjn'at 
Britain to derrsaud aiei n-i t ivt' tin: entije and uinleinolislu d ; 

together with all theraanon^ v^C. /VC. Fr i •, however, provided, lliar 
it may he entirely free for Uic (. umpany of Q*nebi('', and ail oilier ilu* 
.Subjects of tiiC Jloit Chri.-ti'in King wf(ai>.H v* r, to go by hnnl or io- 
sea, whithersoever the} ^ lea^e, out «.d'ti.e mml.'s of the ^aid Bay, tog('- 
ther with all their good.n, nierchii’idl/es, arras, and elfects, rxf epf. sneFi 
things as are nho\^ reserved in this Article. But it is agreed on both 
sides, to determine within a by Coinniib*..aries to be forthwith 

♦ This is a conclusive proof, that the Company r>f Quebt'c had discovered 
and explored the Interior, even to the immediate confines of Hudson’s Bay, 
above sixty years before the Hudson's Bay Company ventured out of sight 
of the Bay ; for it was after the year 1763, that the Servants of that Com- 
pahy first followed the Canadian Traders into the Interior. — Ko. 
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that Treaty, it was stipulated that Commissioner:! 
should lx; appointed to st'ttle the boundaries of the. 
13ri(i.sii SeLilements with Canada, but none ever 
met lor lliat purpose. 

About 1G28 or a Beaver Company wa.s 

eslabiisbe.l in Cairada, prior to (he date of the 
Iludson'.i Bay Charier; and it is evident hum (he 
aceounts of all wri'.eis on the sn’ojeet, (isat the 
per.'a>n.s engaged in the latter Coinpa.ny i;ever at- 
lempled to exU-nd their Trade beyond ihc inunc- 
»liaie eonllnes oi' the sea, (ill subrequeui to the 
ees.sion oi’ Canada in 17Gb when (he 'Trade of the 
Province was opened (o ail His Mau sty's sub- 
jeeis. As (be Cai»adiau Tiailers, 1)\ p'eiierrating 
into the Interior, were more suceessfid, (he Hud- 
sons Bay (’oin|)aii\ hillowed their e\:iiii])le by 
slow deg’rc»t‘s. and otablished Po.sts in the foun- 
tries previou.sly occupied by (he Caiiadians. 'Fhe-se 
Hjiproaches of the Hudson s Bay Company exjse- 
rionced no molestation f’io?n tlndr ( ompetitors : 
nor would any dillietdties iiave now ai i'eii, except 
lho.se xvhich naturally occtir in the rivalship ol 
trade, if the monstrous pretensions to (ho e\e!usiv(> 
property iiiuCrrade of all territories through ^\•h!e!l 
any rivers or waters (low in (heir eourse to Hud- 
son’s Bay, had not been recently a,ss<’i((’d by that 
Company and their Grantee. 

jiamed by each party, the liinili* which nvv io he libctl luiwitti ihc 
said Bay of iiui)>on, and the place s appci tnntjcp. lo ihc I'cnr!;; v. n 

litnits both the British and lit luh >''«d, it < Kali lu wi.oliy r*;)- ! 

pasp ovtT, or tlicrehy to jjc to each hv ■> •’! 1 y l.ttul ** 



Tilts pjwv^ians ulitlie Charter are in theuwclves, 
if legal, fiViffieiciitly extensive ; but even the Grant 
eantniued i;i it, is onh of Countries “ «<>/ ot'cw- 
“ fir dhcorrn'd by ihe Subjects of a»y other 
“ Christiftih Prince or Slate anil it is perfeetly 
evitifJi? I'kiiii the^tiiel.s above sljWetJ, ihut this coiiht 
not iiielinlo any part of the property ceded to I^ird 
Seliiirk. 'I’lie ( Jraut coainiencc-s only at Lake \\ in- 
fljpic, at least TOO miles distant I'roni eillicr ot the 
original Lstahlishiuents of the Company in the 
Bay, and extends some hundred miles into (he 
territory of the I iiited States, blottiny fr>nH the 
amp entirely the intennediute depnidencies •if 
Canada. 

'I'he Earl of Selkirk's title appeared to I, lie Cii- 
ijudians totalh destitute of all authoritv, either 
from tile legality of the Grant in |x>int.uf law, or 
the powers of (he Grantors as to the subject mat- 
ter. He tbuiid others, at least in long undisputed 
»icenpation f>i s\1ku he eiaimed by virtue of an ob- 
solete Charter, emanating from a prerogati\ e which 
was extremely <|ue>liouablc ; and which certainly 
lias never in any instance been exercised by the 
Crown, nor recognised ;i.s legal by any judicial 
d( i i*.ion since the llcvolation. 

I’lie \orih-^\fc.st Company, therefore, candidly 
stated their of>jeeti(ia,«,. l*olh to the Hudson’s Bay 
C'ompauy and to Government, and their deterini- 
uatiou to maiutiiin (heir own rights and posses- 
sions : at the same lime they added, that however 
miteh tin y regretted (he adoption of such measures 
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on the part of the Hudson's Bay Company, they 
would be on all occasions ready to alleviate tlie 
distress of their unfortunate countrymen, who were 
doomed, as Colonists, to become victims to Ix>rd 
Selkirks visionary speculations. They further 
u^ain expressly declared, that they would neitlier 
acknowledge the exclusive rights of tnvdc', or |)ow or 
of juri.sdiction, claimed by tiie Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany; and that, until they should receive from His 
Majesty’s Minister's, a di-stinef intimation that 
these rights were recognized and admitted by Oo- 
vornment, they would rcsi-st any attempts to seize 
their projierty or persons, or to disposscs.s them of 
their trade, under tliese pretences. 

Notwithstanding the impediments which thus 
apfieared to the undertaking, either afraid of the 
result of a* legal investigation into the merits of 
the ca.se, or determined, at all events, to hazard 
the speculation on his own judgment. Lord Sel- 
kirk proccetled in the proseention of his plans. 

In order to foitn his Establishment, be began by 
addressing him.self to the .spirit of emigration which 
has long prevailed in .soinepartsof Saitlandand Ire- 
land. Agents were employed in both countries to 
circulate Advertisements*, holding out the most fal- 
lacious pro.spects to Settlers in his intended Colony. 
The climate and soil were represented as superior 
to any in British North America : the culture of 
hemp and wool, held out as an iudueemont to the 
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.1 • # « his I^r« 14iipmu»t hnvo known. 

^.,o„Unns. 

*"“■ .' , ,,rii.i-i|Killv olinmrtmznl hx 

•r “r.n-P' "I- 

flu* *• ^ 

hihcrty of rooiifhnro. ftriiUftn frotn ta\os uiiii 
tithes, nnd all the temiitations ot a /yaar/ of 


vvtv' in the nsot irhmin- n.lonrv. i,. 

/A-.V' oyy/rhry) j:t op\e »o (\h ir 

eoiintn ; and, in the wlliler of IS Iff titli/ /S//, ,7 
umuWr of poor Irishiuen were got (ogefher at 
Siigo^ antj sent, (0 Stornaway, in (he Inland of 
f,,evvcs, where they joined otiier Janigrants who 
had been inlisted or erinij-ed in Scotland. 

Some resj>ee(able fatnilic.s of a better elnss, eoin- 
liiitably situated in tlieir own euiintry, were also 
templed by the offers of towuship.s in 'the Grant, 
and the niisreprc.«.eutiitions held out in the Pro- 
spectus, to join the expedition. From some of 
these, who hatl been induced to .sell their little all 
to embark in the speculation, loot’d Selkirk re- 
i'oived the money arising fioin the sale., to account 
for it in land at the rate of oh. per acre ; although 
he nm.st have been well aware, that (his was 
above tlte price |iaid lor e.ttcellent land in the best 
inliabited parts of Upper Canada *. 

These Emigrants qpibarked in the .spring of 
Itfll, on board the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 


* Ainongfet many other AlfitJaviis of the unfortumtre people who 
w<ire deceived, one by George Campbeili will be found in the Ap- 
pendix, No 
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Khips, and eoni$isted of abont 25 families, under 
the command of Mr. Miles Macdonell, appointed 
Ciovernor of the Colony, whose name will be suf- 
ticicntly conspicuous in the further account of his 
employer’s proceedings. • Their engagements were 
diftbrent: some to pay for their passages by labour 
for the Hudson’s Bay Company ; others, who had 
funds for that pur(x»vse, in money, and all were to 
be provided with food and maintenance till they 
Tcached the Colony. On their arrival at York 
Fort, it was too late to attempt the journey that 
season; and those only who are acquainted with 
the scveritv of the wduter in such a climate, can 
form any idea of the miseries and wretchedness to 
which these jibor peo|)le were exposed, 'i'here 
were no houses or huts prepared tor their recep- 
tion, and tlrose which were contrived afterwards 
for their .shelter, left tlieiu still exposed to the cold 
fo:;s and sea damps peculiar to the climate — the 
’I'raders of the llii Ison's Hav (.‘ompany living in 
< lie Factory, luid no iniimaiion to pro\ ido provi- 
sions l()r their niaintciiance; and the scantiness 
and batiness of tlieir fliod, soon added sickness and 
disease to the other miseries of titeir situation, 
'I'he Hillowiiig exlraot of a h'tter Avritten from, 
(he s|K>(, may convey some faint idea of their 
sMlferings : — -‘•Take a view of the state of one 
• faniilv. and it will shew von what the sufferings 
of the.'^e. people are ; an old llighiander, his wife, 

“ and live children, the youngest eight or nine 


D 
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“ years of age, poor, and consequently badly pro-, 
“ vided with clothing to encounter the rigours of 
a climate, where the hottest summer never tlunvs 
“ tlie ground to any considerable depth — ^see this 
“ family, sitting on the ilamp ground, IVcezi ng tor 
want of sufficient covering, pinched and fiunish- 
“ ing for want of food ; and the poor woman had 
to take the M-ell-worn rug from her oT\ n misera- 
ble pallet, to sell for a little oat-nieal to give 
“ her dying children, and in vain, for two of them 
did not survive this scene of misery ' — If this 
was the state of one family, the miseries of the 
other Emigrants during their winter’s residence at 
York Fort, may lie conceived. 

The task of proceeding to the lied River, was 
still to be undergone by these unfort unate people in 
the spring; the distance, as has been before stated, 
above 700 miles; the route the most difficult iu 
the country, even for athletic and experienced 
batteaux-men, who have to carrv and dra<f their 
boats a considerable |)art of the distance, over 
rough untrodden road.s and rugged precipices, and 
through dangerous rapids aiid waterfalls. The 
task was doubly hard on the old and iiiexpcrience<l 
former and labourer, who wsis obliged to |)er- 
form it, followed by his unfortunate family, worn 
out with toil, and r/ith scarcely sufficient food to 
preserve them from the effects pf famine. 

Arrived at the place of the proposed Colony oil 
the Red River, in the autguui of 1812 , Mr. Miles 
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Macdonell ordered all the people to assembly 
and going through some farcical ceremonies, read 
his Commission as Lord Selkirk’s Representative 
and Governor, when he \vas saluted by the Hud> 
son’s Bay Fort in the neighbourhood. The In- 
dians, attracted by the ceremony, were no sooner 
informed of its intent, than they expressed them- 
selves hostile to the Establishment, as had been 
foreseen, and Ibretold when it was projected. The 
Settlers had to prepare themselves lor the en- 
suing winter, which already approached, and 
although the climate was le.ss rigorous than that 
of York Fort, still, unprovided as they were with 
houses, clothing, or (bod, they could not but look 
forward to their situation with dismay. It was 
impossible tp maintain them in a body, nor could 
the most active of the men procure subsistence 
by travelling over the immense lakes of snow in 
the plains, for want of deer-skin "and snow'- 
shoes, like persons who had been accustomed to 
the Fur Trade of the country. The families were 
accordingly distributed, as there was a chance of 
escaping famine, .some in the Forts of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, others in the huts of Free- 
nien*, and in the families of friendly Indians, who 


^ Canadians, or others, who having been employed in the ser- 
vice of the Traders, and having become accustomed to the Indian 
mode of life, or attached to native women, remain in the country, 
after being discharged from their engagements, and are called FrH^mtn^ 
to distinguish tliem from their countrymen who are servants, 

u 2 
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f)ertnitted them to take shelter in their eall- 
ioff them slaves, from ihtr pxtrome wretchedness 
of their situation, which had reialcna! them more 
tlie objects of their compassion and contcnjpt, than 
of their eiimilv. d'hose al.Mi who lived in tin* 
lioust's wilh (lie governor, sutliTcd nuich, ujid 
many conld not h.axe siirvi\ed (he winter, had it 
not beeii (or (he htmi.inifx of the North- West 'read- 
ers, who of(cn ielie\ed them from actual famiiic, 
and gave or lent all the provisions they could 
obtain or spare to (lie Governor : (bey even took 
gbods from him to proeme provisions by barter 
from the Natives, which these would not sell, 
either to the Settlers or lo the Hudsons Biiy ' 
Company. Iti the- spiiniv. (he? 'fivaders also gave 
and sold to Mr. .MaedoiielK iirticles of various 
de.scription.s ; potutoo.s. iKulev, o;)ts, and ganleii- 
seeds, ibnr cows, a b; jl. j)igs, tbwis, &c. wiiicK 
had beett ‘brought at an cnoriuou.s ovpence 
from Canada, and ahlunigh .still ad>( (selo the 
motive.s niuler which (he Settlement was e.sta- 
blished, did all ia (heir jxaver to relieve the <lis- 
tres-ses and want.s of the Colorii^f.s. Mr. Mattdo- 
nell was not backward in acknowledging bis obli- 
gation for their assistance, both in his letters and in 
his verlral coimnunicut ions \vith (he Traders; but 
these were .soon forgotten when his ditfieulties 
diminished, and he was nwartf all his zeal was re- 
quired in carrying into effect, by active mca-surcs, 
the views of hi.s employer. 
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Tl»e trade of both parties duritig this winter 
was cariiofl on as usual ; the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany did not attempt any extension of their Posts 
to the westward, aiid every thing remained quiet 
hi tlie country. 

J'lfuly in the spring of lNl*i, when he had so tar, 
by the assistance of the Xorth-Wcst Traders, 
overcotne the dilUcnJtics of his situation the pre- 
ceding winter, Mr. MacdoiieH's conduct, which 
hud hitherto been ^'ather tenqiori'/ing than iriendly, 
became less equivwal. In his capacity of Gover- 
nor, and Ueprosl■nt•ativ^^ of Lunl Selkirk, he told 
the Indians, they must taki^ to him alone, for 
sale, their provisions or peltries, l)eing the pro- 
fhw'e of lands’ <tf whuh his Lordsliip was pro- 
prietor, and on wliich, consequently, (hey conhl 
only hunt* with ills perniissioii : a doeti ine ridiculed 
by the Xatives. hut of a nature to rouse all the 
apjMelicnsioiis of the Canadians, w hose existence, 
not only on i!..' (u'd Rix . hut in great part of 
the country, led u'tXin the provisions pro- 

cured at flieli' posts within Lord Selkirk .s Grant. 
'I'lie present litrec of flie Hudson's )5ay Company's 
people and the Coiouisis. dal not, it is true, ereale 
much alarm, as to tlu ir immediate danger, hut it 
was impossible to judge to \vhat exixmt both might 
be reinliirced. and they were now alarmed that 
the <loctrinc of right, sought to be e.stablished, 
jmigbt be enforeed by violence, when sulTicicnt 
means were placed at the disposal of the Governor 
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While Mr. 5lacdonell was thus employed at the 
Red River, Lord SelJdrli was not less active in ob* 
taining fresh recruits of Settlers, following the 
mode which has before been explained ; and he 
got together, in the spring of 1S12, at Stornaway, 
a considerable ninid)cr, who were embarked in 
the Hudson’s Bay Companys ves.«els. 'riu' .shijw 
were at first seized by the Collector of the (^n.s- 
foms, in consequence of an atteni[)t to send more 
persons on bojird than wiis penpitted by the pro- 
\isions of the law, ( cmnmonly called Dumlas's 
Act), regulating (he number of passengers emi- 
grating to America, according to the tonnage of the 
vessel in which they arc embarked. This difficulty 
was, however, got over, doubtless on some partial 
representation of the case, and the vessels were 
permitted to sail with all their pro])osed cargoes 
to Hudson’s Bay. Mutiny amongst the Emigrants 
wa.s the first consequence of their emmped and 
uncomfortable state ; the gaol-fever next broke 
out amongst them, which, it is understood, carried 
off a considerable number, eitlier on board, or 
soon after they, were huided at Churchill or York 
Forts, in the Bav. 

This reinforcement of Colonists, iucrea.sed by 
others who hod arrived the preceding year at 
Churchill Fort, but wUom it had not been pos- 
sible to remove in time to accompany those who 
passed the last winter on tho Red River, pro^ 
ceeded by the route formerly described, to iIm 
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Colony, wh(»e they arrived early in the winter of 
1818 , and formed a large' accession to the num- 
bers of the Settlement. Their sufferings were 
still great during the season ; but more pains hav. 
ing been taken to provide for their subsistence, 
they were, in tliaf respect, In a state of comfort, 
compared with their situation tlw? preceding winter. 

Being now more independent of assistaiice from 
the Canadian Traders, and ciicouraged by this 
great addition to tJie numbers of his establish- 
ment, Mr. Miles Macdoneli lost no time in form- 
ing his determination as to his future proceedings. 
Early in the wdnter, information had been received 
on the Red River, by the North-West Expresses, 
of the successes of tlie xVmericans at Detroit, and 
on Lake Erie, and that there \yas great probability 
of all resources from Canada being cut off, which 
rendered tlie existence of the North-West Com- 
jmuy's Posts precarious, and endangered the whole 
.system of tlieir 'I'latle. 

This op|}ortunity of commencing his operations 
against tlie Canadian Traders, in pursuance, as 
will heretvfter be shewn, of the general instrnefious 
of Lord Selkirk, was eagerly taken advantage of 
by his (jrovernor; his principal establishment was 
fixed, so ivs to enable him to intercept the com- 
munication by which canoes with provisious might 
be sent to meet ^|ie people, employed in the remote 
stations, in Lake Winnipic, on their route to ani 
from the principal depot on Lake Superior ; and if 
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tho iiUcTOOnrse \vith€anndashonW !« mti>irepfc<f, 
not only the caiioe-nKiii fixvin the Norttern Posifs. 
btif tho^ fri>m the nenrer districts, wonld 
obfiged U) fa/I hack on the Kod Kiver depsirtmcm 
for subsistence. At this inoiiicnt of iiiion'ncnf 
daniror to their concerns, a ffcneral sysfeni of }»<>- 
jiression and violence ag“nnst their |troperf Y, and 
flieii' seiaarits, was beirnn hv Mr. Muedonell. — 
raider pretence (hal all (he provision.s rai.iod in tlie 
country Mere re(|nired tin* the inainteiiance of the 
Colonists, parties of Seidel's were sent to inter- 
cept the cwivoys of the Traders on their May to 
the Po.sts ; their boats and canoe.s navioadnjr the 
river were tired at from tht> Fort, and from bat- 
teries erected on the banks ; brought to, and ri- 
gorously searched, and Mlierevor provisions of aiiy 
description could be found, tliey were 'plundered 
without iiesitation. ^Vhen it became necessary, 
in consequence of these outrages, to conceal tiie 
properly, warrants wer(' issued to apprehend the 
servants of the Company, on frivolous and vex- 
ations prctence.s ; but the obje-cf of all iheir exami. 
nation.s, when hronght before I, be Governor in lu,< 
magi-sterial capacity, wa.s to discover the deposit.s 
^^he^'e piovi.sioiis were removed or concealed. — 
Great pains \Verc taken to impress upon the minds 
of these servant, ami ‘the Indians, tliat the ruin 
of the North-West Coin^iany w{i.s at hand, and 
that it would be equally dangerous, and u.seles.s, 
to resist such coercive measures as the Governor 



li«d it in his powet to apfdj) to drive ^lem entiiel^ 
from tJie country *. 

The Partner .of the North-West Company in 
charts of the Red River department^ was placed 
by the conduct of Mr. Macdonell in the most dis- 
tressing situation : «till aware of the necessity 
providing against a danger which threatened Uie 
entire ruin of their trade, he made every exertion 
to protect and secure in his Posts the provisions he 
had collected, and (he other properly under his 
charge; and the m^ans of precaution and defence 
he resortetl to, soon produced tlie following Pro- 
clamation from the soi-dimnt Governor of “ Ossi- 
“ niltoia,” 


“ PROCLi\MATIOX. 

Whereas ^the Governor and Company of Hudson's Bay 
** have ceded to the Ri^ht Honourable Thomas Earl of Sel- 
“ kirk, his Heirs and Successors, for ever, all that tract of 
“ land or territory, bounded by a line running as follows, viz. 
“ Beginning on the western shore of the Ijake Winnipie, at a 
point in fifty-two degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, 
“ and thence running due west to the l.ikke Winnipiquarhish, 
otherwise called I.ittle tV’innipic ; then in a southerly di- 
“ rcction through the said Lake, so as to strike its western 
“ shore in latitude fifty-two degrees ; then due west to the 

“ place where the parallel of forty-two degrees north lati- 

• 

* The best evidence of these, an«l tltc future transactions, is that txf 
the persons engaged in them, under the onlers of Macdonell, which 
will he found in the AtVidavits in the Appendix, viz. 

James Toom^'s, No. VUlj — James Piukman’s, No. IX;*— Hugh 
Swords*, No. X;-— James Goldeifi, No. Xr;-*VVilliam WaHac«*t , 
Kq. XIL 
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tade internets the western bmncli of iht Red River, 

otherwise called As^iniboin then doe south from 

that point of intersection to the bdf^ht of land whirh 
separates the waters running into Hudsons Hay from 
those of the Mississoiiri and Mississippi Ki'Trs; then in 
an easterly direction along the heigl)t of land to the sourc e 
of the River Winnipic, (mciininp hysuch last named river, 
the principal branch of the waters which tinitc in the j^akc 
Saginagae) ; thence along the main streams of those wa- 
ters, and the middle of the several lakes tlirongh which 
they flow, to the rnoiith of the Winnipic Kivev; and 
thence in a northerly direction, throngli the', middle of the 
Lake Winnipic, to the place of bcginint^g, which territory 
calledfOssinihoia, and of which I, the undersigned, 
have been duly appointed Governor. 

And whereas the welfare of the families at present form- 
ing Soltlements on the Ited River, within the said territory, 
with tho‘.c on their way to it, passing the ulnU r at York 
or Churchill Forts, in Hiulsorrs Ihiy, as also tlio<e wlio 
are expected to arrive next autumn, renders it a m’ccssr.ry 
and indispensiblc par. of :ny <lutv to provide for tiu Ir seg)- 
port. In the yet uoculuvaud state* (4 i.he eotmlry, t!ic or* 
dinary resources dcrivcu from tl.c hmiaio and otln r wihi 
animals hunled within the territory, ar^ ne t deemed more 
than adequate for the requisite supply, wloTefore it is here- 
by ordered, that no person trading in ! urr or Frovislnos 
within the territon* for the Honourable I indson’s BayC on:- 
patiy, the North-West t ompnny, or any Individual, or 
unconnected Tradersor persons whatever, shall takeout any 
provisions, <*Ithrr of flesh, dried meat, grain, or vegetaliles, 
procured or raised w jt’^n ihesaid territory, by waterorland • 
carriage, for one twelvemonth from the date hen^of, save 
and except v,lial may be judged ntcessary for the trading 
• parties at this present within the territory, to carry them 
to iheir respective destinations, and who may, on 4ue ap- 
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“ plication to me, obtain a license for the same. The pro- 
visions procured and rinsed as above, shall be taken for the 
“ use of the Colony, and that no loss may accrue to the par- 
“ ties concerned, they will be paid for by British Bills at the 
“ customary rates. And be it hereby further made known, 
“ that whoever shall be detected in attempting to convey 
“ out, or shall aid or ’assist in conveying out, or attempt- 
“ ing to carry out, any provisions prohibithd as above, either 
“ by water or land-carriage, shall be taken into custody, 
“ and prosecuted as the laws in such cases direct, and the 
“ provision so taken, as well as any goods or chattels of 
wliat nature so ever, v^hich may be taken along with them, 
and also the craft, carriages, and cattle, instrumental in 
“ conveying away the same, to any part but the Settlement 
“ on Red River, shall be forfeited. 

“ Given under my hand at Fort Daer, (Pembina), the 
“ 8th day of January, 181-1. 

(Signed) “ MILES MACDONELL, Governor. 

“ B/ order of the Governor, 

(Signed) “ John Spknckk, Secretary.” 

Everj’ thing now wore an alarming aspect to 
the Traders. With a view evidently of executing 
the threats contained in the Pi'oclamation, the 
Governor regularly trained his people to the use of 
fire-arms, both musketry and artillery; and it will 
scarcely be credited, that the latter was supplied 
to Jjord Selkirk by Government, on the pretence 
urged by him, tliat it was necessary for the defenoe 
of his Colony against the Americans*. He had 
• 

* The following eitmct from Mr. Miki Macdoiicli's Letter to Mr. 
Cameron, is the best evidence on this bubjeet: 

Do you know thni Government furnished u« last yeat from the 

u2 
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succeeded iu making some imjMression on the 
minds of the Natives, that he acted under a direct, 
and not an assumed aiitliorit^ from His Majesty's 
Govermnent ^ and being appointed in Canada, at 
the desire of i<oi'd Selkirk, a Magistrate for the 
Indian Territories, he made no scruple cd* aj^lying, 
according to his discretion and to existing cir- 
cumstances, tlie authority best suited to the vex- 
atious and oppressive system he had been directed 
to enforce. 

A detail of the various acts of outrage com- 
mitted by Mr. Maiulonell this winter, would be 
equally tedious and uni)ecesssu*y ; but as one in par- 
ticular led to his appreltension to Uke his trial in 
Lower Canada, uiKlcr the provisions of the Act of 
the 4Brd of tlie King, which he was ap^ioiuted a 
Magistrate to enforce, it is essential <to state it, 
that the proceedings subsequently adopted with 
respect to this traiisimtioti, may be understood. 

Under the circunishinces before iiieotioncd, the 
North-West Partner l»ad accumulute<l a supply of 
|»rovisious at one of their Posts on the river, aillcHl 
Riviere la tSouric, upon whi(*h the subsistence of 
their people now principal!} depended. The Go- 


^ Rojal Anenal^at Woolwkh, with a fine Uain of light field briths iw- 
tkltcry, carriagef*, laboratory storci>> fixed amniomtion, &c, complete, 
** and also with 200 mu9kcf4^nd 500 round# of ball cartridges forcaid) ; 
<< ail these arc now at York Fort, except a small part brought here, 
" We have al#o clothing sufiicient fora corps* that of itself should suffi- 
** ciently prove to the most sceptical, that we are uuder the protection 
** of Coveniment,** 
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irernor had long directed his attention to this depot, 
and within a tew days after the date of his Procla- 
mation, under the pretext that it had been dis- 
obeyed, sent a ]ierson named John Si)encer, whom 
he called, or had appointed. Sheriff for Lord Sel- 
kirk’s Territory, to sei/^ the Fort. Spencer find- 
ing resistance made by the persons in charge, and 
that there might be diificuUy in executing his 
orders, and having some scruple about enforcing 
them without more particular instnictions, re- 
turned, and reported these circumstances to his 
employer. Maodonell immediately issued hi.s War- 
rant in a legal form, for the seizure of the Provi- 
aioiis (under which authority, of Governor or Ma- 
gi.strate, was not mentioned, nor is it mate- 
terial), which he delivered to the Sherifl', and 
reinforcing hi.s former party with an additional 
number of armed men, directed him, according 
to tlie expression in his Warrant, “ to break 
open posts, locks, and doors, ’ which might im- 
|)ede Ills piweeding. The party iu charge of the 
J*ost being intimidatcKl, made no farther resist- 
ance tlian retiring within tlie stockade, and shut- 
ting the gate of the Fwt. Spencer, in execu- 
tion of the Warrant, direct wl his men to cut down 
the pickets with tlieir axes, nud entering the store 
by force of arms, plundered it of all the provi- 
sions it contaiued, consisting of 600 packages of 
dried meat and fat, weighing about 85 lbs. cadi, 
which were taken to the Hudson’s Bav Company’s 
Fort. 
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Soott after this rohheiV, the North- 

West -Oeihpcuiy on tfirfr' roijtfe from 

their diflerent wlntcriUfjr-fxwts, nt thedepfit.J iHien* 
tbeyexpecieH (heir iistintmipplyof prf.visions to<*arrv 
them on to Fmi William, find, hew:: ncrnmpnim d 
by tntmeroasbandg of Indians*, dvor n'hom tlieyhnd 
an entire influence, iniglit easily hsn'C rccoxi rc^l 
possession of their proj>errv, and retaliated \\ifh 
security on that of their o|)|i<>.>ients. had (lay heeii 
inclinetl to follow what Lord Selkirk, in his pam- 
phlet, a.s.serts to be the custom of the eoimfry, to 
decide tlieir difl'ereacc with his servants hy /Ac 
nt/e of Indian fair, 'rhey, howevta-, ad«)pt(‘d a 
very diflerent line of conduct, and to gain time to 
consult tlicir friends at Fort Williatn, (em])oriz(>d 
so far as to consent to reetav*- hack from Mr. Ma<’- 


donell, bn the condition even of lepayiticnt in the 
course of the autumn, part of (he provisions of 
which they had been robbtal. Thus enabled to 


proceed on their voyage, they arrived with the re- 
turns of the season at Lake Sujjerior. At Fort 
William, the general rendezvous, they were, met 
by their Partners liotn Montreal, anel those from 


other parts of the Interior; and every account 
concurred, that a like violent system had been 


adopted by •the servants of the Hud.«on’s Bay 
Com{}any throughcat the country. It appeared 
also evident, from a letter of instructions from 


^ The Speech of one of the Tndidn Chiefs, wlio wiis present on this 
oceftftion, is given in the ApfiemiiK, No. Xlll. and will prove the 
ability then possessed hy the Nonl:-Ur-t Company to ret ail utc Mr 
Macdoneils vioiencaS; bud ii tk V .> i t > uieution. 
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Lord SeUurl^ jU) piio of principal Ag^ts/ 
%vldch fclL into the., poa$eMion of the Traders, that 
these proccedioga emanated from hie Lordship, 
with a determination to insist upon his suj^sed 
rights, by forcibly ejecting the Canadians from 
their possessions on wlnrt the Hudson’s Bay Com* 
pany ai^snmed as their exclusive territory and pro- 
perty. This letter, addressed to a person sent to 
discover and occupy a remote post on the con- 
fines of Athabasca, where the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany had never till then formed an establish- 
ment, states the possibility that this attempt 
may meet with opposition from the Traders, and 
contains the following directions, which are best 
given in his J^ordship's own words : “ You must 
“ give them" (the Canadians) “ solemn wam- 
“ ing, that the land belongs to the Hudson’s Bay 
“ C/ompany, and that they must remove from it; 
“ after this warning they should not be allowed to 
“ cut any timber ciflier for building or fuel ; what 
‘ ‘ they have cut should he openly and forcibly seized, 
“ and their Iniildimjs destroyed. In like manner 
they should be warned not to fish in your waters, 
“ and if they put down nets, seize them as yon 
“ would in England those of a poacher. We 
“ are so fully ad\ ised qf the unimpeachable va- 
“ lidity of these rights of property, ( hat there can 
“ be no scruple in cvforcing them, wherever you 
“ have the physical means. If they make a fbr- 
‘‘ ciblc resistance, they me acting illegally, and 
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8!t cwwaqiieticoi d* what f h,., 

“ dor^te >wi aw safe, *0 foogf «• tiilceon/r 
“ tbe wasoimhle and necwsaiy iw»n« of ettforc- 

injf ttuU which iis your 

ftis liOrdshiji was perfectly iriforinctf. that <h»- 
poor jieople inhahitwg this wivtebcit cliamtc, 
dependent on imh entirely fttr their subsistence tlur~ 
in<* winter, and that the cold is so intense, as fre- 
quently to freeze mercury in the open air. Spirit 
therinometei*s arc {yeneiuUy used, j^adutiled dowu 
to 60® below Zero of h'ahrenlieit's setde. 

With nil this inlbrnmtioa before iheai, au<f 
aware that the gasconadiner, and .successful depre- 
dations of Mr. Macdonell had already prodinx'd a 
considerable effect, bydiniini.shing the iaipre.ssi<Mi 
of their consecjuence ami p^)^^•er on the minds of 
the Indians, and of their own servants,* on wlucVi 
the prosperity of their tnide and thvir personal 
safety in a great ntcasurc depended, the North- 
West Compuny carae (o the detcrniintUion of n*- 
sisting to the tit mast of their means, I lie further 
violence.s of their opponent.s, and, if poKsihic, tq 
make an example of Mr. Macdonell, and his She- 
riff, Mr. Spencer, hv procuring their arrc.st and 
trial at. Montreal, for the offences they had com- 
mitted in (he spring of lhi.< year. Mr. Caincron, 
one of their Partiiers\^ a man of determined resolu- 
tion, fait iinfiirtunatcly of an irritable temper, was 
entrusted ^vitli tiu? execution of these measures 
self -d(‘f pee ^ and the conduct of the Red River de- 
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partmcnt ; and, matters having been so arranged, 
the different wintering Partners proceeded to their 
stations in the Interior, Mr. Camercm being pro- 
vided with Warrants ug^ainst Mr. Macdpnell and 
Mr. Spencer, grantfd under the authority of the 
t3rd of the King, upon the information of per- 
sons who had I>een eye-witnc.s.ses of their proceed- 
ings. 

But few Settlers had been sent out to Hudson’s 
Bay in the preceding spring, in consequence, it is 
unde.rs(no<.l, of Lord Selkirk’s disappointment in 
not obtaining a license for a ship, under an Act of 
Pavlitunent pa.s.sed during the winter, to obviate 
the di/Kculties he had before experienced in this 
respect, called The Hudson's Bay Ships Passen- 
gers' Act. By the provisions of this Law, it w'as 
required that, previous to obtaining the necessary 
License, the \essel intended to convey an extended 
number of passengers, should be surveyed, and re- 
portctl sea-\vortliy, and fit to receive passengers, by 
I he Connnissioner.s of the Tnmsj)ort Board to the 
Bojird of 'IVade. 'I’he vessel jtrovided by his Lord- 
ship aiiati ci ituj this description in no respect, a 
License wa.s refused; and con.scquently so many 
Settlers only were sent, as could be accommo- 
dated on board the Hud.son’s Bay Company’s ships, 
and ii» former experience had shewn to be consist- 
ent \vith safety. 

The.se Emig'rants formed a small addition to tlie 
Colony in the autumn of 1814, and the Traders 

p 



had no sooner returned to their wintering grounds, 
than disputes arose, as might have been exp(?ete(l, 
between the parties. The fo'lowing Icgsil notice 
was .soon sers’ed upon Mr. Carncron, which left no 
hopes of any good understanding between him and 
Mr. Macdonel I. 


“ District of Ossinihoia. 

“ To Mr. Dimcan Conieron, actDig for the North- H c-'t 
(Company at the Jorks i>J the Red River. 

“ Take Notice, tliat by the authority and on the bchalt' 
“ of your Landlord, the Right Honouruhle Thomas Earl of 
“ Selkirk, I do hereby warn you, and all your As.sociates of 
“ the North-West Company, to quit the po.st and pre- 

miscs you now occupy at the Forks of Red ftiver, within 
“ six calendar months from the date hereof. 

“ Given under my hand, at Red River Settlement, this 
*'• twenty-tirst day of Odohcf, 1814. 

(Signed) « MILES M.VCDONELL.” 

This wa.<s succeeded by a Conespundence rehi- 
tive to the arrangemenls inadt; by Mr, Cameron s 
predeces.sor in tlte .*^p! ing, lor an exthange of pro- 
visions. A gre.'it deal has beett said and published 
on this .subject agpjffist this Gentlemnn, who possi- 
bly assumed more consequence In bi.s situation 
than was intended, with a viesv to counteract the 
effect upftn the Indians, of his adversary s misre- 
presentations; but Uie Correspondence seems tc 



have been conducted on both sides, (and the remark 
applies equally at least to Macdonell), <\'ith more 
irritability and attention to party feelings, than to 
temper and discretion. 

Similar notices to quit the territories of the 
IIikIsom’s Bay Compiuiy and Ldrd Selkirk, were 
published and proclaimed throughout the country? 
and there was no doubt of the intention on their 
part of enforcing them. The conduct of Mac- 
donell became more, outrageous and violent than 
ever, not only towards his opponents, but also to- 
wards the Settlers under his protection. A great 
many of the latter, completely tired aiul disgusted 
with the c.xperiinent they had made, and satisfied 
it would be impossible to remain with any pros- 
pect of comfort, applied to Mr. Cameron* and his 
people, tor 'assistance to proceed to Canada in the 
spring. This had been long their intention, but 
the difficulty of leaving the country wa.s insur- 
mountable, without the aid ul' the North-West 
Company ; and from the time Macdonell heard of 
their application, they were refused provisions for 
their maintenance, and often put in irons and ira- 
pri.souetl, t()r having im]>lore<l at the North-West 
Company’s I'ort, the means of saving themselves 
from starvation. 'Phis tvTannical contluct, added 


* Mr. Caiuemn is acctiseti of luivin«» marie use of all the influence he 
possessed with his rouutrymeu, to pei'suatlc ihein to desert the Colony. 

thh is Ihcjhi'it whatever may have hern Ms motives, every humane 
person will rejoice that his influence w^as successful 

F 2 
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to the disgust of those among the Se(4lers who had 
sense to rellect tm their situation, ami vv1m>, aware 
also of the intention of the North-West Company 
to submit to no furtlier •violence without resistance, 
considered their safety might be iiuplicuterl in the 
contest whidh would possibly ensue. Both the 
trading servants of the Hudson’s Bay Conipjiny, 
and the Settlers, continued, as usual, to be trained 
to the use of fire-arms. They still lalxau’eil under 
great privations, notwithstaiKling the prticautions 
which had been taken to provide provisions ; ami 
disgusted with the conduct of their Ruler, niany 
of them determined to abandon the Colony altoge- 
ther. On the approach of spring, they took refuge 
in the North-West Fort, and alarmed that Moedo- 
nell might make use of his artillery to blocka<l(> 
the rivers, and prevent their leaving the country, 
they took |X)s.scssi(>ii o! nil the cannon and aintnu- 
nition, uhieh was <1« iivered up to Mr. Cameron at 
the same time. 

Mr. Spt'ucor had been :uie>tt>d {-nrly in the win- 
ter, on the Wuirunt issuetl ag.dnst him, and sent 
down to Liike la Pluip: an atteinpt to rescue bin 
having failed, from the Settlers refusing to make hs« 
of their fire-arrus against the ( 'aiiadians. An op 
portuiiitv was aft^prwards taken of wip ing npo 
Mr. Macdonell the Warrant against him, f«» whic 
he refused snbmis.«!ion. Outwardly he trcate«l th 
authority ith great contempt., but in the mean 
time was busily preparing for measures of defence 



if they sliould' be necessary, by any subsequent 
}itteiii|jt to secure his person. He posted up no- 
tices, that his Patron would grant pensions to all 
])er.sons maimed and wounded in lus service, ac- 
conhug to their rank, (for he had made several 
uppoiiilmenls truin llie step of Captain to Ensign), 
and threatened the North-West Fort with instant 
iiostilities, taking every opportunity of seizing 
their people and clerks as prisoners, when tliey 
were found in a defonceless situation. About this 
tituc he had also been sufficiently ill-advised to 
quarrel with the F ree Canadians, and Half-breeds, 
on whom he depended for subsistence ; and these 
people, unaccustomed to the commands of any su- 
jKjrior, could not brook tlie treatment they expe- 
rienced from the Gox^rnor, whom they distin- 
guished by the appellation of Chief of the (Sar- 
denen. liie con.xefjuence was innumerable scuf- 
lle.s and petty frays betw'eeii the parties, which 
the Half-breeds asserted, began by a party of the 
S<‘-ttlers firing upon one of theirs, |x^aceabiv pro- 
ceeding along a road with an escort of provisions. 
The ^iituafion of the Colony and its Governor was 
thus rendered extremely dangerous ; and on the 
arri^al of one of the Agents of the North-West 
Company from Montreal, at the Post on the Red 
River, on the opening of the navigation, to en- 
quire into the transactions of the winter, Maedonell 
surrendered himself quietly prisoner, and was 
taken in the canoes to Fort >Villiani, having been 
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joined on the route by Mr. Spencer at I^ake la 
Pluie. 

After their Governor had surrendered liiuiseir, 
Uie Colonists, in a body, made the most <iarnest 
entreaties for assistance to proceed to Caiuula ; and 
upon a distinct understanding, that noitiiug shonld 
be expected beyond their Imusitort and provisions 
as far as York, the seat of Governnienf, in Upper 
Canada, about tifty families, comprising above one 
hundred and forty persons, were embarked in the 
canoes of the North-West Company, and safely 
landed at their destination. Here their sufterings 
and miserable condition found some relief in the 
protect ion and assistance of the- Government , and 
the public com mi sc rat ion was drawn to thcii’ case, 
by the zealous inlerlerence in their behalf, and 
active benevolence of the Rev. Dr. Stnichan, avIu> 
shortly afterwards pullished a Statement*, Ifoin 


** Dr. Stracitan’j PampLIt t was aftcnvaifl'. rppuUishtHi in F.tJ'^huwf 
tvuh I’rctacf : 

As st.ott jis I licar*! that the Karl w'i.s corntm tuning a S,*»- 

** tlrment on the Rctl Uiv« r, f flettni.int d to warn the ihibllt* td l!;- 
** deception, andaf the i^rrai mis* ry which KnntrrajitJk expericnt < 
“ in 5ii:li a distant .ind ad/jspituhh Bui it was diiVu n'r to pro- 

“ curt the ntressaijr inlunnatiun ; .mti bvfon* it tuuUl be uhlnioed, 
'•* the progress fd the Aintricau war called my atteiif»fitt to 
** net^rer home. * . 

** It was not till lad June that J was ahlu to g<;t copy ot Ins L<jr»h- 
ship'* iVospectuj*, a pap#?r neatly drawn up, but, alas! di*>*utni« 
** of truth. To those who arc ama/ed, after readiiig my reoiarks 
the |>romi5ei> and asst^riions which it contains^ I am juHtilied m any^ 
ing, that promi^^cs still more nmarkabii!| oad asserliou* suil moii 
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tlieir own evidence, of their case, nndtiie delusions 
which had been pmetised upon them, in order to 
warn the poorer classes of his countrymen against 
becoming, like these unfortunate people, the dupes 
of Land-jobbing Speculators ; a class of persons 
well known in Araeiica, and of whom Lord Sel- 
kirk, from the magnitude of his operations, may be 
styled the Chief. I’he Settlers who were disj^sed of 
in this manner, might liave l>een in the proportion 
of two-thirds of the inhabitants of the Colony, and 
on their taking their departure (brCaiKida,thc other 
third proceeded for lludsou’s j?ay, in the Com- 
pany’s boats, in the hopes of finding a passage 
home to their niiti%e country. 

cxcravagnnt, weremt^deb}' tlic Earl ot Stlkirk bimself at Stromnes*', 
in June 1813^ to pt;rs(m> v4,om he was ciuicing to'go out. 

** Few dF the'se u ret died men have any written agreement; an omis* 
** smn, 1 hope, n(»t wiifull y matie, to prevent legal redress : for surely 
ptini‘ fjint'i.t uugiit be indicted on specnlatoi*s who persuade fa- 
uiuitT tbusc pr'*rc'a cs, to leave tb- b' native homes. 

Of the Settlers vv]io wa nt to the Red lllvtr, many died at Church- 
hill, in Hudson’s Bay, from xht^ severity of the climate and the qua- 
lily of rht'ir tuod, Oilars seviou>ly injured their health; and not 
om* of those who have escapi'd, kiw a jo\fiil day, from the time they 
left Sfotlnnd till they hegan their journey to Canada. The fol- 
low ing J.< tter may prevent any more from encountering the miseries 
** of the polar reglon.s; and lhi.s is all I am able to elVect. But retri- 
** butive justice* is due: and I Hatter myself that, among the many 
^ great t*\amplcs of disinterested tenevolince so connnoii in Great 
** Britain, one may bo found sulHciently powerful to compel Lord 
^‘Selkirk, and bis brother Propriotois, to make ample compensation 
to the sumvors, for ttte money and eftbets lost at C'hurch-hill, and 
the miseries they liave endured. 

** Yorkf Upper CamUa^ Oet* 1815 
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During this winter (1814-15), besides the oc- 
currences on tlie Red River, various eonflicts had 
taken place between the rival parties, carrying on 
their trade in other parts of lire country. Similar 
notices to those issued by Mr. Macdonell, to quit 

the territory of LoVd Selkirk and the Hud.soir8 Bav 
%/ • 

Company, were served, in the summer, upon the* 

North-West Agents on the Saskatchew'an ; and 

one Mr. Kennedy, acting for the Hudson’s Bay 

Company, say.s, in hisnotice,,to this effect — By 

order of William HiUier, Esquire, Justice of the 

Peace, If after this notice, your buildings are 

“ continued, I .shall be under the necessity of 

“ ing them to the> foundation." A Mr. Hotise, in 

giving the same intimation by letter, instead of 

the formal notice, stating that, the Hudson's Bay 

Company are determined to uphold their exclusive 

rights in this cojintry, says, “ that his concilia- 

” tory eiuleavours to impress a proper understand- 

'■ ing on his rivals, originate entirely with him- 

'• sedf, and form no part of his instructions ; these 

■' are peremptory, a«id, backed l>y tin; authority of 

• the Governor and of two Magi.strates, now 

‘* demand his obedience.” 

It is not necessary to recapitulate the details of 
all the petty warfarjj occasioned by these claims 
being set up, and the conse(}uent riisistancc ; in 
one place only, the English Riverj where Mr. House 
commanded for the Hudson’s Bay Company, two 
persons fell victims to Uiem in an affray which 
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took place ; ami it is but iust^cc to Mr. House, to 
add, that, diieply impressed with the; fatal conse- 
<jucnces which had resulted from these measures, 
he subsequently adopted a line of conduct which 
prevetitod the recurrence of them. 

Before proceerlin" to the further detail of occur- 
reiiees in the Indian Country, and in the Colony, 
we must refer to the transactions of Lonl Selkirk 
in Great Britain and Canada. Being convinced a 
determined spirit ofj’osistance had been e.xcited to 
the aggressions and outrages of his Agents in the 
Interior, which the present means at their com- 
mand wotild not be sutRoient to subdue, his Lord- 
ship now re.solvevi to inak»' a coiubiiiod effort from 
Montreal and lludsou’s Bsiv : and b\ one great ex- 
evtion, endeavour cither to wrest the Trade entirely 
from the hands of the Canadians, or riHluee his 
opponents to such terias as he might dictate, by 
the immense evpenrc and loss his preparations 
would suhject them to. 

In the winter, aii Agent of his l^ordships, fbr- 
inevly a Clerk of the North-West Company, Mr. 
Colin Robert.s(ni, wa.s employed in Canada to 
raise and fit out an exjieditioji from that Province, 
to penetrate into the Inferior, uml op|)ose the 
' North- W^est Company’s 'I'nuler.s in \^■hat are 
called the Athabasca Posts) far Ixwond any 
which the Hud-son’s Bay Company had yet esta- 
blished. It ^vas necessary to procurt' Clerks and 
Gtiidcs who had before been employed in the same 

o 
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country, and those could only be obtaiiie<l in Ca- 
nada. Mr. Robertson was theivforc <l»re«‘1od (o 
engage couipeteiit pinsons of this descitpiioii, with 
a proportionate number o( canoe-incn, and to pro- 
vide all the means for their equipment. 'I’he ex- 
pedition wtis to f>e di.spatched from Montreal early 
in the spring, for laike tViiinipi<', \v/u*re the ca- 
noes were to be supplied with the necessary out- 
fit of goods for the liuhan 'J'rade, brought in from 
Hudson’s Bay. 

The object of this scheme was evidently to ob- 
tain a mono{:K)ly of the Fur Trade in e^'el'^■ «)lher 
part of the country, as well as in the territory 
claimed by the Hudson’s Bay Company, and to 
cause irreparable injury to the Trade of the North- 
West Company. If it succeeded, their rivals would 
be enabled, under their Charier ofe\elusi\e navi- 
gation in the Bay, to carry in their outfits, and 
take out their returii.s, by a route, as has already 
been mentioned, between 2 and miles shorti r 

than that through which the C^iiiadians were 
obliged to conduct the 'I'nide. 'I’lie Athuba.sea 
Country, for \\hich this expedition was interaled, 
was also wholly lievond the boundaries of what, 
t«. t/teir oicn t omb-action of their claims, the 
Hudson’s Bay Coniptny called tlieir ferritorv, 
as the rivers running through it, chiefly empty 
them.selves by Mackenzie’s Rixer into the Frozen 
Ocean, and the IVading Posts of the North-West 
Company in tliis direction, e.xtcnded across the 
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Rocky Mountains, to, the waters flowing into the 
Pacific. The obstacle.^ presented by the difficulty 
of tlie route, tlie poverty of the country, and the 
inclemency of the climate, had hitherto rendered 
it impenetrabhj to the less enterprising Traders of 
the Hudson’s Bay ConijMiny, The'Canadians, who 
iiaf.1 discovered and /brined e.<tafdi.sinnenf.s in it, 
extending their Po.sts, in some instances, to such 
a distance, that communication between them and 
IMontreal could only take place once in two 
years, hail hitherto lieen perfectly secure in the 
confidctice, that the capital of their chartered ri~ 
vtds iras insufficient to embrace the object of this 
Trade, in conjunction irilh the others in which it 
was emploijed ; but. his Lordship, (determined 
to surmount all obstatdes), had no hesitation in 
adding his means to those of his Company, and 
this expedition was fitted out at an immense 
cost, wl'-ich has been but ill repaid by the result 
of it . 

'I’o aid these projects, and, if jwssible, ensure 
his success, it became akso uei^essary, that the 
supposed jiulicial powers of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, an engine which had only yet been re- 
sorted to in an etiuivocal manner by his Lordship 
and his Governors, should assume a more consist- 
ent form ; and whilst Mr. Colin Robertson was 
engaged, as has b«m described, in Canada, his 
Lordship was no less active in London, in matur- 
ing his designs for the effectual prosecution of his 

c 2 



44 


schemos. A C’.uso juvj.ar.-.i ai.<l laiil iH-fo,-, 

^ome Oi' (hr iun.,( « miiirtii la-al C hiinu tm m 
Enoland (.svipprt>>ia-, a> iiiMUml.trdlN ha-.r 
been the ea.xe. (ioni (he Miiuumrv maniu-r in whii li 
the Opinions are given; many nmleriul ituinis 
with ixvsfK'ft to- (he Canadian oecitpaney of the 
countiy, and the iutendod up|ilieafion <d the mea- 
sures these Opinions ap|jear (o jiistily), respectin*; 
the powers of jnrisdielion vest<‘d in (he Hudson s 
Bay Conijjtiny, I'he Opinion of (hese einineni 
persons n|X»n (he Ciise so stated. waseertainl\ in 
favour of (he powers i iainied, and that (la* Ifud- 
son's Bav Coinj>any might, al (heir di.Mietion. 
establish such Cttiirls as they judged proper, ibr the 
adininistradun oi’ justice ihroiighoul Tvnifn- 

ric'i, recominendini; oiiI\ some cant ion as to e.vtrenie 
cases: all nnaition of the d»‘iiiiilioJi (»f boundaries 
witliin which this juriMiii tion could he evereised, 
was earelitllv oiuitted, both in the C'lise, and Opi- 
nions .eu UjHHi it . Aruicd. howt-ver. witli this 
qualilied sunction cf their rights, eeitain lie.solii- 
tions were entered into bN tlie (jovernor uiul 
Comiuitlee, and subuihitd at’terwnnis, on tln' 
IfXli of Mav, Isl,^, fo ihe liiiee of a tieneral 
Meeting, a.s ro<jiiin<i by tlw Charier, lor the a[)- 
poitUincnt u (Jove, nor and Conneil, who, (oust 
(l»e exprcission of the Resolution, were “ to have 
“ paruntounl authority ov<a- jihe whole of the 
“ Cornpany’.s TeiTitories, and tluit the Governor, 
and any two of his Council, should be coni|)etent 



45 


10 lit; 111 ii Cuiivl lur tlio '.ifliiiiiiisliatioii of justice, 
“ aiul ilu ivverciso of (he |»o\ver yesfed in them by 
(he Chui l.er*,'’ The Resolutions were, iis usual, 
opposed by all tlie Menibers of Uie Company pre- 
sent , except the Noble Ldrd and tlie Committee, but 
these being the iuaj«rity,pp|)o.sitio;i\vas ineffectual. 
After some dl.scnssion, the names of the per, sons 
apjx)inted to the different otficcs were also com- 
municated, and the .surprize of the [icrsoii'^ re- 
presenting (he interest.s of the Cana<liaii I'raders, 
^vho were also Mehibers of the Iliabon's Bay 
Couipauy, may be easily eonccivcd, when (h.cy 
learnt that Mr. Mtiedoncll, against nT.om war- 
rants were i.s.su(‘d on iiilbrinalioii upon oalh, of acts 
of felony coininiUed by him, was :ipj)uin!rd the 
S-iond Person in (.’oinniand, and administration 
of .Justiic, .(hroiiiihoui the 'rerril uric.; (d ihc Com- 
pa)i\. 

Alarmed a( the etieine of oppression 'vhich was 
thii.s prepare*! unil *uivc!ed ;!"ajiist fluir connec- 
tions, (he (ianadiaa Menhiuit; lost no time in 
npresenting to llis Maji.vty's {government, (he 
niisehiefs (hat must fUMu fr iin an attempt to 
establi.sh a jiiri.sdie! ion 17 /0 /j ;!\ii(!d iitast ct'i'(;Uidi:/ 
/>*' irsi}i/e(h lliey [.'raxed .that llis Majesty's Mi- 
nisters't wonhl inliuni (iieui, M hethej’ (his iicwIn 
assumed authority wa.s acknowledged by Goveni- 
nicnt, as (hat intbrmation woukl form .some rule 
* Apj»(;nd(\, No. \IV". 

t See Letter to Mr« Goulbiirii, or IBth AIui\ h, tf><. Appendix, 

No. XXIV. 
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<br tlieir own coiufnct, wliatever doiibU (iwy riiigpht 
have of the legality or equity of the iMweeding ; 
but the only answer they obtained was. a denial 
that it was so .vatictioncd, ami that lurther enquiry 
should be instituted. The »p|K*intnjenfs in the 
mean time took plaeo, and (.Governor Semple tan- 
tmvkcd vtry soon alter tlie coinmunicution was 
made by the Governor and Commit tee to the C’om- 
punv, ill one of their ships for Hudson's Bay. 

le this interim. Mr. Maedoncll,.und the Slierifl’, 
Mr. Speneer, were arraigned before the Courts 
of Lower Canada, on the charges on wliieh the> 
had liecn apprehended; and, in jiistincation of 
their arrest, a 'Frue Bill was found aguinst Speneer 
(or grand lacetis*. A plea in bar to the j)rocced- 
iiigs was put iu ou Ix.-half of the prisoner, al- 
ledging that the Charter of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company Huthoriz -d tlu, seizure, iu virtue of 
Ills ofliee ; and time \vas given by the Ciairt 
to procure evidence, and the Opinions of J^egal 
Authorities in England, with respect to the va- 
lidity of that plea. The Defendants were admitted 
to had, and, it. appearing clearly from Opinions 
subsequently taken iu Loudon, that as they miglvt 
have acted under a ini.supprehen.sion of autliority, 
there would he a fliilu'a in proving against them the 

" Mr. Macdont‘li had bfcn detained in the route to Montrenl, and 
not airive irt time to be placed on his trial at the Session of the 
Court; but the same cridcnce, would have produced the same result 
in his cate. 
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felonious intent, the pmsccution was dropped; 
and there was no jurisdiction vested by the 4Brd 
of the King, under which trials could take place, 
in the Courts of Lower Canada, in actions for 
damages in civil cases.* All hope, therefore, of 
bringing the question to issue ill Canada, being 
at an end, the C’anadian Merchants again ad- 
dressed the most urgent applications on the sub- 
ject to His Majesty’s Go\wnment*. 

Lord Selkirk havjng, in this manner, during 
the winter, matured his plans in ICngland, and in 
Canada, the different expeditions, headed by Go- 
vernor Semple from the Bay, and by Colin Robert- 
soirMrom Montreal, proceeded to their destinations. 
Mr. Robertson, from some experience he had of the 
country, not liking a journey to Athabasca, sent on 
the canoes, With about ItM) men, under the com- 
mand of a Mr. Clark, and remained with the Set- 
tlers from the Red River, who had gone towards 
HutLson's Bay in the spring, and whom he found 
in the vicinity of Lake Winnipic. Mr. Semple ar- 
rived at \'ork Fort rather late in the season, and 
having taken under his command the Bmi grants 
who had gone out in the ships of the preceding 


* See Appendix, No. XXVI. 

t This Gentleman, immediately after Peare had taken place between 
Great Dritain and the United States, went to New York, with the 
view of forming an aiTaiij^eirtent with American Citi/A'iis to join his pa- 
tron and employer, in liis attempts to ruin the North- U est Company. 
For this purpose he? applied to a Gentleman in that country, who, con- 
nected with its Governmeat, bad made coiisideiable excrtionb to rival 
: Uie Canadian Trade previous to tlic war. 
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rear, and being joined b;y I?ol»oiison and <!ip C<s- 
lonitits on the route, file whole party .'irrivcd in 
September 1815, at tl e Red River, and re-esta- 
bli.she<l the Colony. The new Governor wa.s a 
stranger to the pereonal aniniosittes wiiieh had cv- 
i.sted between the rival parties in flie Interior, 
aivl hope.s Avere enfertained. from flic i>eneral 
character he bore for iiife<;rity and hunianify. 
that, under Ids adndnistraf ion. violcnce.s would 
at lea.st lune been suspended, till the rights ol 
each had been disC(is.sed and settled, cither by 
the Courts of dustiee, or the GoAeriuuenf in 
England. Enthusiast ie. however, in the eause 
of his employers, and persuaded (hat the I.(egal 
Authoritie.s under which he had b('on advised tfi 
act, w’ouhl justify, not only the assumption, bnf 
the immediate exercise of the jK)\' ‘rs eoidifled to 
him, he did not hesitate, on a.s.simdng his Govern- 
nient. to sanction those measures xvin’eh had before 
been resorted to. and to antbori/c other.s whieli had 
been suggested to him, for the eompleic suiijee- 
tion of (he Xorth-AVi'st Company iind their pcatplc 

Mr. Robertson, who had abandoned tlie Atlia- 
bascni expedition, was this xvinfer the prineiptif 
actor in the .scenes which passed in the neighhonr- 
hfXKl of the (Jolony, and, in this respect, proved 
a worthy lbllo\vcr ol’ his predeces.sor, .Mr. Mae- 
‘lonell. 

Early in October, Mr. Cameron, while pa.s.sing 
quietly along a piihlic road, wa.s .seizetl by an 
armed party, on an accusation of iiaviug seduced 
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and enticed the Colonists in the spring to aban- 
don the Settlement ; but he was soon afterwards, 
unconditionally, released. Mr. Robertson ap- 
pears to have about this lime formed a plan, of 
the same nature as that o*f Macdonell the preced- 
ing winter, to starve the Canadians into submis- 
sion ; and it was publicly announced, that mea- 
sures, which were calculated to carry it into 
effect, would be taken before the opening of the 
navigation. 

On the 17th of March these operations com- 
menced, by a regular attack, in the night, by au 
armed force, on Fort Gibraltar, the ISortb- West 
Company’s Post at the Forks of the Lower Red 
River, whore Mr. Cameron and his people were 
made prisoners*. This was followed by another 
attack, on ftie 20th of the same month, on the 
Post of the River Pembina, where the people were 
also made prisonersf ; and at both Posts, arms, 
ammunition, letters, papers, books, mereban- 
di/x!, aiii! about fifty packs of furs were seized, 
and confiscated to the uses of Lord Selkirk and 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. Mr. Cameron was 
sent down prisoner to the Bay, and has not since 
been heard of. A large force was next dispatch- 
<!d to surprize Air. Alexander Macdrfncll at the 
Riviere Qu’Jpiiek, a Post on the Upper Red 
River, where a hij'gc depot of provisions was 

• See Joliu Siveriglit and I'ran^ ois Tanpier's Atlldavits; ApiMwdix- 
N’os. XV. wid XVI. 

t Sec .Tostph Joiir.laip’s aiiJ .fcau ». UtTvais' Aflidavits; Appet!, 
<lix, Nos. XVir and XVIH 

H 



funned for the supplv of lln' North but 

this expedition fouiitl .Mr. .Vli ViimU r .M .u iluiurll, 
who fouiiuaiuleil llu'r«v, better jMcparod than the 
other stations, and the assailants were o!»ligcd to 
retreat quietly without^ efl’ccling their object. 
Mr. Robertson. retained possession of Fort Gib- 
raltar and the Po.st at the Pembina River, till the. 
arrival of the winter Express of the Norlh-We«t 
Company, which he knew' was daily expeeted, 
bringing accounts of the situation of the different 
department-s, and the succcs.-i of their winter- 
trade. lie intercepted this Express, anti made no 
scruple of seizing and opening all the Letters, 
above 100, whether ad{lre>sed to the Partners, or 
other persons a {inched to the Company. The 
Forts were then abandoned, and valid to the 
gvound; sneb of the limber as iniglit.be useful to 
Lord Selkirk's I'NlablisIimenls, b big lirst removed 
for that ])urp(i‘H;. On the lOMi of May, .some 
persou> ill the einplounent of the North-West 
(Jompuny, without authority (rtin anv of the 
Partners or Agent', Inairingof the si iziire of the 
lifty packs ol’ fnr> at the two Posts, took an 
opportunity ef seizing, !;■. way tif retaliation, 
ihirh packs found in a hallean v of the lludson’'. 
Bay Coinp^any ; and these furs were afterwards 
earcfnlly and separately packed and marked, and 
sent out to Fort William. 

Some disputes bad now taken place between 
Governor Semple and bis coadjutor ; and, disap- 
pointed in the attempt upon the Post at Riviere 
Qu'Appele^ the former considered it aecessary to 



tvi\.vj«\.V\^tm\\mUwnllrtVvecil that Po.land 

Lake Winnipic, through which LikS lllS 1^/VW* 
West canoes from Athabasca^ and other remote 
parts^ pass, and are us||ia1ly supplied with pro- 
visions from the Red River depots. The lower 
Posts were already destroyed, and if these canoes 
could get no provisions from Qu’AppSie, about 
500 men would be at Mr. Semple’s mercy. A 
gun-boat, commanded by a Lieut. Holt, was 
fitted out on the Lake, and batteries, with cannon 
mounted, were erected on the banks of the river, 
to effect this object. The Canadians saw nothing 
before them but the prospect of confusion, and 
the doubtful issue of the conflict that must ensue; 
but being convinced, from the plunder of their 
property at the other Posts, there would be no 
hesitation in seizing also these, their most valu- 
able retuni.s, preparations were made to protect 
them, and c.xpresses were sent to the Interior, to 
advise the diftcrent parties coming out of the 
country, of their danger, and of the necessity of 
guarding, by all the means in their power, against 
it. Heiug still desirous to prevent an actual con- 
test between their canoe-men and the people under 
Governor Semple’s orders, an experiment was 
made by the Canadians, at the time. the canoes 
were expected, to open the communication be- 
tween Qu’Appclc and Lake Winnipic, by land ; 
and about fifty Indians and Half-breeds were dis- 
patched, with an escort of provisions, for that pur- 
pose. They received express orders, and xcere 

u S 
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strictly er^joirnd, to pass at a distance behind 
Fort Douglas, Semple’s station, and the Colony, 
to molest no person, and, if possible, to avoid all 
ohservaiion* . In pursuance of these directions, the 
escort proceeded by the edge of a swamp, ( which 
prevented their ‘making a wider circuit), about 
four miles from the Fort, with the intention of 
turning into the usual land-path on the river, 
nearly a like distance below: in their progress 
they met oue or two Colonists, whom they de- 
tained, to prevent information of their route 
reaching the Fort ; and, at the place of their 
encampment below, a party of them, who had 
preceded the rest, found some other Colonists 
fishing, whom they also detained, but did not in 
the least molest, otherwise than by the restraint 
of not allowing them to return to give information 
at the Settlement. G over nor hemple, seeing, by 
a telescope from a look-out on the top of his Fort, 
the circuit made by the Indians, and probably 
concluding, if tlic communication was establish- 
ed, that his plans would be rendered abortive, 
determined, in an evil hour for himself, to pur- 
sue the party, and marched out of the Fort, with 
twenty-eight men and officers, with great parade 
in battle array, for this purpose. The Indians 
and Half-breeds, supposing themselves undisco- 
vered, and unsuspicious of danger, were much 
scattered: twenty-four of the number, as has 
been before stated, having proceeded about two 

• Siec Appendix; No. XIX. 
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leagues below the others, had begun to encamp : 
the remaining twenty-six, finding themseives pur^ 
sued by an armed force, retired to join their com- 
panions, sendingaCanadianofthe nameof Bouche, 
who happened to be with them, and who could 
speak English, toenquire the reasefu of their pursuit 
by Semple’s party in a hostile manner. Some words 
were exchanged, upon which Mr. Semple suddenly 
seized the bridle of Boueb^’s horse, disarmed him, 
and ordered him to be taken prisoner*. Upon his 
attempt to escape, the Governor ordered him im- 
mediately to be fired at, and when his people 
made some hesitation, seeing the danger they ran 
in such a conflict, he was more peremptory in his 
commands, accusing them of cowardice for not 
immediately obeying. His orders were at last 
complied with by some of his party, and of the 
shots fired, one passed close to Bouche’s ear, in 
his flight, and another through the blanket of an 
Indian, who was advancing after Bouche, in the 
attitude, and with the language of friendship. 
Seeing himself thus treacherously assailed, the In- 
dian levelled his gun, and fired in return, which 
example his party followed, and the melancholy 
and afflicting result of the conflict was, that the 
Indians rushing in, Mr. Semple and about twenty 
of his people lost their lives, and one Half- 

* Tlicsc particulars are, taken from the testimony of Bouclte, who 
was carried down to iMontreal, and other persons present in the atfrayi 
It has not been deemett advisable, pending the legal proceedings which 
the case must give rise to, to publish the evidence oi parties who luaj 
be implicated. 
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breedj and one Indian, on the other side, were 
killed. 

Of course the accounts of this most deplorable 
event, given by Lord Selkirk, attempt to throw 
the blame on the opposite party, and his misre- 
presentations have gone so far as to accuse the 
North-West Company of having dispatched this 
force, not for the purpose of escorting the provi- 
sions they had in charge, but for an hostile attack 
upon Fort Douglas. The facts of the Indians 
having actually passed that establishment, some 
part having encamped at about ten miles below 
the Fort, and who, to the number of twenty- 
four, did not join in the action, and the conflict 
having taken place at least four miles below, 
form a sufficient refutation of the latter part of 
his accusation : add to this, their studied efforts 
to avoid collision by the detour made, and the 
facts, not even denied by the opposite party, that 
they marched out and followed the Indians, and 
fired first upon them, no doubt can remain as to 
who were the aggressors in this most iinfortnnatc 
affray. The Indians and llalf-brecds were all on 
horseback, and dismounting when the fire com- 
menced, sheltered themselves behind their horses, 
and took deliberate aim at tifeir antagonists over 
the horses’ backs, which accounts for the destruc- 
tive result of. the contest. After their first fire, 
according to their usual custom, they rushed in 
upon the survivors, and a Half-breed of the name 
of Grant, who appears to have acted as leader of 



55 


»he party, could not even save Mr. Semple from 
their rcsenlmeut; while supporting that uufortu> 
nate Gentleman wounded, in his arms, a Saultcux 
Indian, in dehance of his elTorts and entreaties to 
spare Mr. Semple’s life' shot him through the 
head, calling out, You dog, . you have been 
“ the cause of all this, and shall not live.” 

The Indians and Ualf-breeds fortunately did not 
carry their resentment beyond the persons actually 
engaged in the afl’ray, or approaching in arms to 
join it; and it is an undeniable fact, that not one 
of the Colonists, or even of those who were pre- 
viously detained, was personally injured. They 
were, however, all ordered off the grounds, with a 
warning not to return, but allowed to retain any 
private property they possessed ; the party plun- 
dered, and* divided amongst themselves, every 
tilling they could find belonging to Lord Selkirk 
and the Iludsoa’s Jlay Company, and among other 
articles, they unfortunately met with about 200 
fusil'i, and a large quantity of ammunition. 

'I'lius was this devoted Colony for the last time 
dispersed; and although its dissolution was sooner 
or later inevitable, from ilifferent causes to that 
which now determined its fate, it could not have 
been expected that it would be precipitated by so 
much rashness. As far as the Canadians were 
coucerned, in having employed these people solely 
for the transport of their provisions, and without 
the most distant apprehension of the fatal cou- 
fiict which ensued, they were entirely blameless. 
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ubI^ indeed it could have been expected ol 
them* not only to respect the territorial rights set 
up by Lord Selfcirfcj but the further extension of 
power, in attempting to shut up the water coiu> 
munications between countries, over which he 
does not even claim to extend those rights, and 
this at the sacrifice of their whole property, and 
under the knowledge of the absolute ruin in which 
it would have involved them. 

After this melancholy affair, the Colonists, to 
the number of about 180 souls, complied w'il- 
Jingly with the terms prescribed by the Indians, 
and were met with in the end of June in eight 
boats, on their way to the Bay. These people had 
passed the winter as usual in great misery, ujilil 
they took possession of the Canadian Forts, where 
they found plenty of dried meat and potatoes. 

Uhc Athabasca expedition, which had pro- 
ceeded under the orders of Mr. Clark, was pro- 
ductive of results equally disastrous to those en- 
gaged in it, and, as far as loss of property went, 
to its projectors. The canoes got into the cuun- 
try too late to find the Indians, and were divided 
into detachments, at tlm English River, Peace 
River, Fort Chipewayan, and yt the Slave Lakes, 
and, having^ been sent off*, with a criminal ne- 
glect, on the part of their employer, of the means 
of subsistence, about twenty people perished by 
the rigour of the climate and by famine*, and 

♦ Eighteen of thes* unfortunate men having been dispatclietl by 
tteiricadv upon an esped.tion, on snow shoes, to find the winter 
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the others, about eighty in number, threw them- 
selves, with their property, on the protection of 

the North-West Posts, whose Traders saved them 
«• 

from the horrors of famine, and gave them the 
means of leaving the country in the spring. 

While the winter and spring v^ere thus passing 
in the Indian Country, Lord Selkirk embarked 
for America, and arrived in Canada, to super- 
intend the extended operations lie meditated for 
the ensuing season,^ in the full confidence that 
.success would have attended his combinations 
for the past in the Interior, and that it was only 
necessary to follow up the blow, to acquire 
possession of the country to the westward of 
Lake Superior, and the entire monopoly of its 
trade. — Mr. Milc.s Macdonell, against whom, as 
already nRuilioned, it was found ineffectual to 
continue the criminal proceedings which had been 
instituted, joined his Patitm, and was not the 
less wcleonie, for the zeal he had before shewn in 
pluudc; uig the Canadians. 

Prt parulious were coniuienccd on an extensive 

or liiirai:;;; l’I'oiukK of Imliuiis whom he wished to 

npua a tnulr, the party ut-rc ^Ul.stu:oo^-hJl la tin ir seartli, and havin*; 
loirl 1 1 a if way, ami roii-tii-aid all th, if pr at aieaas of subsist- 

< iK'o, and M’artoanv Itoj «. of escape, roinoint d lo ila ¥t. About three 
weeks afti r they had iaens«^iit on tifi« ill-fated expedition, (>//e of tliem 
alone reaehetl }\,n f ’iiipewayaii ( the ,\ot; h-Wc >i Company’s principal 
‘'talion in Atiiahasra'. ; ail the- uiluas hid peri>!a’d, ail 1 ilie wretched 
men who survwcd llif.- ioneost, had hi on ivtl'iCf’d to the horrid neces- 
sity of satisfvmt^ their hunger by eatinw tin* tlesb of their deceased corrj» 
paniou.s, tilku h ..yt.h onlv om* w;j.s left t*' tr ll the drcadiul tide, 

I 



scale, fur «ov\ exjieditit'iK, bv the (»« and Hivcr 
and the Lakes, to flie Nnrlli-U eM ; men of ail de 
scfiptions were cnga^etL and a large outfit for tin 
Indian trade, got in readiness. Considering the im 
mense waste of properly w hich would ensue, ever 
from a zealous competition for the trade, if it 
should reach their remote posts, of which they 
had before sufficient experience in their contestr 
amongst themselves, and still further apprehensive 
of the violent measures with which they were 
threatened^ from the nature of Lord Selkirk's pro- 
ceedings, the North- » csl Company now' attempted 
to renew with his Lordship, a treaty they had be- 
fore, in ISIO, offered to the Hudson’s Bay Company 
in London, for dividing the Trade, and putting an 
end to all contention between their Servants. The 
average returns of the trade of the parties were, 
about this time, (exclusive of the fisheries in the 
Bay, in which the Canadians had no desire to be 
concerned), in tlie proportion in value of about 
five to one in favour of the North-West Com- 
pany, and their most profitalilc trade, indeed 
almost the only pari which had been so, since 
Lord Selkirk’s opposition, was from the Atha- 
basca country, where their ivals bad never pene- 
trated till the attempt of the preceding season, 
the result of which was then unknown at Mon- 
treal. The capital ernployeddn the whole trade, 
was in the proportion considerably above three to 
one, taking the Hudson's Bay Company's Stock 



at its extended amount^ nearly 100,000/., and the 
returns from what this Company call their cxclu* 
sive territories, were probably in the same pro- 
portion. These data arq sufficiently clear to ena- 
ble the reader to form his own opinion of the fair- 
ness of the proposals made by both parties, from 
which, unfortunately, no arrangement resulted. ■ 
In the month of December, a communication 
was made to Lord Selkirk, of the earnest desire 
of the North-West Coinpjiny to enter into a ne- 
gociation, either for a fair division of the Trade, 
to be conducted under a joint management, or, if 
that was not deemed eligible by the Hudson's 
Bay Company, then for a division of Posts and 
Countries, so that there might be no possibility of 
further collision. Without entering into the 
details of the negociatioii, the North-West Com- 
pany offered, if llio future etincliiei of the tc'/m/e 
trade, under such a joint inaiiagemcnt as could 
be agreed upon, was acceplahlc to the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, that the parties should be 
interested, tlie Canadians for two-thirds, and 
the Hudson's Bay Company for one-third, and 
that each should furnish, in that proportion, the 
means and capital, and receive the returns ; and 
if it was found impracticabl.: to iiegociate on 
this basis, that they would divide the Posts, 
50 as to give the Hudson’s Bay Company two-- 
thirds of the trade in all the countries over 
which .thet} claimed their chartered rights to 



60 


extend, instead of the one-third they actually 
possessed ; on the stipulation, in return, that the 
Athabasca trade, and that on the waters flowing 
towards the Frozen Ocean and the Pacific, should 
not be encroached upon. 

In answer to these proposals, which Lord Sel- 
kirk at once declared to be inadmissible, a coun- 
ter-proposition was submitted by his Lordship, 
that the Hudson’s liay Company would he kind 
enough not to interfere with t>he Athabasca Posts, 
if the Canadians would give up entirely all trade 
in the countries through which any waters passed, 
flowing towards Hudson’s Lay, or. in other words, 
in any part of tin* territory of that Company, ac- 
cording to /i/.s conslniclioii of il>) limits, and 
two-thirds of the trade of which had been, for 
the last fiftv years, carried on hy the Canadians ; 
and that, for the accommodation of the North- 
West (Company, in the event of tln'ir arceding' to 
this stipulation, they should he permitted tore- 
tain some of their own Posts ini the route to Atha- 
basca in those ferritorie.s, on coinlitiou that they 
would leave the question of right to Arbitration, 
and, if it was given in favour «»r the Mudsou’s 
Bay Company, that they should he allowed to 
retain them, with a certain number of acres of 
land attaclicd to each, for a limited p.eriod, on 
payment of an adequate rent to that Company, as 
landlords. 

The Canadians only observed, in reply. to this 
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iiioilest proposilion, that they had commenced 
the iiegocialiou, not willi the view oi' discussing 
abstract rights, on whicli subject they retained 
opinions diannUrically opposite to tliuic of the 
jVobl(! Lord, but with a view of reconciling pre- 
sent interests, and for the substantial benefit of 
both ])arties : that, of course, they could not 
consent to give up a country to which they claim- 
ed even a better title than the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, by virtue of ^their original discovery and 
prior possession, and which, according to the 
best legal opinions they had been able to obtain, 
was not included in theCliark'r, even admitting its 
legality; and that, as to the ofl'er of leaving the 
sc tllenier.t c.f these rights to Arbitration, it con- 
laiiK'd no re ciprocity, inasniiicb as, if the award 
was again?! them, they were deprived of their 
possessions, and, if it was in their fa\our, it con- 
ferred no benefit u[)on them. 

'i'here Isad b- en e^idently no desire on the part 
of liord He Ikirk, in these ncgociations, to bring 
ihciu to a satisfaciory conclusion ; and his ychole 
conduct, iimiiediately alter their termination, left 
no doubt of his determination to carry intocllec t, 
by ph\sical force, that part of bin jtroposiliun 
which related to dispossessing tlie Canadians of 
their property and trade, throughout the assumed 
territories of the liudson’s Bay Compauv. 

His Lordship was appointed Justice of the 
Peace for the Indian Territory ,'ind iej ti^pper Ca- 



nada, and a military escort, under the iiaiur ot a 
bodv'guard, consisting of a serjeant’s detath- 
ment of the 37th regiment, was also granted, on 
his application to the Governor of Canada, lor 
the protection of his person, in tlie expedition he 
meditated in thfe spring, to ihc seat of govern - 
rnent in his new kingdom. That he might have 
means sufficient for his purpose, in addition to' 
about 180 canoe-men, he engaged about 150 fo- 
reign soldiers, \\ith two Obtains and two Su- 
balterns, of the regiment of De Meuron ; a set of 
men, whose conduct afterwards sufficiently jus- 
tified the apprehensions entertained of them. 
They had been engaged in difl’erent services in 
Europe and Asia, and were partly formed by de- 
serters from Buonaparte's armies in Spain. From 
that country they were sent to America, where 
the regiment was just disbanded, and were fit 
instruments for the scenes of pillage and plunder 
in which they were subsequently engaged’*^. 

An account of these preparations, and of the 
consequences to be apprehended from them, was 
laid, both before the Government at home, and 
in Canada, with earnest entreaties, on the part of 

It necessary to remark here, that these men were hiretl ^»cfor«i 
♦vfcu thf' tranbactiouH just rrhued on tljr Urd Kiver had taken place^ 
that the attempt made to justify this prorerdinj;, hy connecting it with 
providing means of defence for the Colony, bhould be understood. It 
thf'ise sr^ldit.Ts were intended as art addition to the Colony, their 
pared and idle ha[)its would have CM^ured il5 de^tructiou, even had it 
not previously talen place. 
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the Canadians, and their Kepresentatives here, 
that at least their persons and properties might 
be protected. 

Relying upon such protection, the North-West 
Company dispatched their canoes, as usual, in 
the spring, by the Grand River, without any 
additional precautions, for Fort William; and 
about the same time, Mr. Miles Macdonell was 
dispatched by Lord Selkirk, with the Cana- 
dians engaged in the service of the Hudson’s 
Ray Company, i«i canoes, to make the best of 
bis way, by Lake Superior, to the Red River, in 
order that his Lordship might have early intelli- 
gence from his Colony, of the proceedings during 
the winter, to meet him on Lake Superior. His 
Lordship, accompanied by Captains Matthey and 
D’Orsonnens, and Lieutenants Graffenreitb and 
Faiiche, with about 140 Dc IVIeuron soldiers, 
dressed in new uniforms for the service, aud 
equipped with all the pomp and circumstance 
” of war,” even to a furnace for heating cannon 
balls, took the route by the Lakes, with the inten- 
tion, it would seem, of engaging some discharged 
Ilighiaiidurs of the Glengary Corps, also to fol- 
low his fortunes. 

Mr. Miles Macdonell had proceeded with the 
utmost expedition to Lake Superior, and bad 
passed on by the usual communication to Lake 
Wiunipic, while the Agents of the North-West 
Company had arrived at Fort William, and were 



engaged in preparing tlie outfits for tlie ensuing, 
and receiving the returns of the past, season from 
the Interior. They hatl only as yet iutelligenee 
from the near Posts, and were alarmed by reports, 
for they had no clear accounts, of the capture 
and destruction «f the two Provision- Posts on the 
Red River. They instantly dispalchcd about (iO 
men in light canoes, to the asaistance of their 
people coming out, thinking, as an attack had 
begun, their Athabasca returns rniglit be in dan- 
ger ; they, however, were soon surprized by the 
return of Mr. Miles Macdonell, w!io, upon 
teaching' Lal^e VVinnipie, beard of the eoniliet in 
which Mr. Semple had fallen, and of tin' eiiliit? 
dispersion of the Colony. They now receivevl ac- 
curate intelligence of all the events which have 
been before detailed, am! lost :io time in sending 
down an c.xpress, that it might he forlhwilh 
communicated to llie Government at t^tuehec. 
i he express got le Montreal about iho middle of 
August; and the. instant it arrived, Mr. l{i- 
chardson went with the account^ to Quebec, and 
again entreated an oliicor of rank might be sent 
up to investigate these outrageous proceedings, 
and with full powers to arri;it and send down tlie 
guilty perscMis of either party to Canada for trial. 
Sir John Sherbrooke had not then reached Que- 
bec to assume the Government, and General Wil- 
son, in mornenlary expectation of his arrival, was 
unwilling to interfere. After Sir John Sher- 
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hrooke had assumed the command, no Officer was 
to be found at llie disposal of Government, suffi- 
cienllj’ qualified by experience and information, 
for the sfM viee; but a Proclamation was instantly 
issued, orderiiif^ all j)ersuiis to keep the peace 
within the Indian 'I'erritories, an'd this was sent 
up imuiedialely by a light canoe to Fort William; 
the canoe, however, arrived after the capture of 
the Fort, which will presently be related, and 
the Proclamation vvjis suppressed by Lord Sel- 
kirk, as inconsistent with the course he was theu 
pursuing. 

Mr, Miles Macdonell proceeded without de- 
lay, to carry the disastrous accounts from Red 
River to Lord Selkirk, whom he met, with his 
troops, at St. Mary’s, at the entrance into Lake 
Superior, where he was waiting for an c.xpected 
addition to his force, and for [uovisions and artil- 
lery, whieh were coming in vessels across Lake 
Huron, to join him at that place. Here, it wonld 
appear, his Lordship resolved upon the line of 
conduct lui aCterwards piirsned, and he lost no 
lime in setting forward with his whole expedition 
for Fort 'IV illiam. in the iicighhoiirhood of which 
he arrived on the illh of .Viignst. 

Fort W illiam has-ii! ready been inenlilmed as the 
general depot of the North-West Company, 
where their stores ipid merohundi/e for the .sup- 
ply of their followers, and of the Indians, and 
their returns of Furs, &c. from the Interior are 
deposited. 

K 
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At this time, the bcarinniiig: of August, the 
usual business of tlie season was in actual pro- 
gress, and far from beuig completed, ibe win- 
tering Partners, who bad been appointed by the 
General Meeting to the more remote Trading Sta- 
tions in the Interior, bad taken their departure, 
bill the Partners appointed to take charge of the 
stations on the Red River, River M'ionipic, the 
communication from thence to Fort William, and 
ail the stations in the vicinity of Lake Superior, 
still remained at the Fort, together with the out- 
fits of merchandize, irins, and ammunition de^- 
tined for the trade oi' tl.tsr respective stations, 
and for the use of the Nuli\es depeuding ujiuii 
them for supplies. considerable, and by far 
the most valuable part of the returns from the 
Interior, was also deposit d at the Fort, in order 
to be sent down to Montreal tor shipment to Eng- 
land. This consisted of (iOO packs of the finest 
Furs, the value of which, if now in England, 
would be moderately estimated at ()(),(XH)/. slcr- 
ling. 

The Fort was under the direction of Mr. W il- 
liam* M'Gillivray and Mr. Kenneth M'Kcuzie, 
the Agents, as they arc ca}';ed, though they may 
be more properly described as Directors of the 
North-W est Company. 'J’he wintering Partners, 
already mentioned, were also in the Fort, toge- 
ther whb the voyageurs, or wintering servants of 
the Company, who were to navigate the canoes 
carrying the supplies to the different Trading Sta- 



tions, and also the Montreal canoc-meiij who were 
to carry down the Furs. 

Their numbers together must have exceeded 
500 men, and the place, though not properly a 
Fort, but merely a square of houses and stores, 
surrounded by a strong and lofty picket fertee, 
contained an ample supply of arms and ammuni- 
tion, and was capable of considerable resistance. 

'I'lie whole proceedings of Lord Selkirk at Fort 
William are so extraordinary in themselves, as 
well as so momentous in their consequences to the 
North-West Company, that they require to be 
particularly detailed. 

On the 12th of August, bis Lordship came into 
the River Kaininistiguia with four canoes, at- 
tended by a number of soldiers, and by his guard, 
with whom he encamped about 800 or 900 yards 
above the Fort, on the opposite shore. 

Within two or three hours, eleven boats full 
of men, in the uniform of De Meuron’s Regi- 
ment, came into the River, and were followed 
bv one boat and two canoes loaded with arras and 
stores, &c. 'I'lic troops immediately joined Lord 
Selkirk at his encampment. Cannon were landed, 
and drawn up, pointed to the Fort, and balls 
were ready piled beside them, as prepared for 
a siege and bombardment. 

On the following day, two persons belonging 
to his Lordship’s suite, named M'Nabb artd 
McPherson, came to the Fort about three o’clock 
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ili the aflenioou, ami having \uthout difliculh 
obtained admission, they arrested Mr. VVilliaii 
M'Gillivray, who immediately oflered to attend hif 
Lordship, and, utterly unconscious ot any ground 
for charge, took with him Mr. Kenneth M'Ken=^ 
zie, and Dr. McLaughlin, to give bail lor him if 
required. On embarking to cross over to his 
Lordship’s encampment, they were guarded by 
above twenty soldiers, who had accomp.inicd 
M'^Nabb and iVl'Pherson, and on their reaehing 
the opposite shore, they were rceei\ed by a party 
of the 37th regiment under arui^, who ct)iulucled 
them to Lord Selkirk. 

Instead of being accepted as bail, Mr. M'Kcn- 
xic and Dr. M 'Laugh) in were told that they w ere 
involved in the .«amc charire with Mr. M'Gilli- 
vray, which appeared to be ‘^orno concern or pear* 
ticipatiou inipuled to them in the transactions at 
the Red River; and his Lordship stated, that all 
the Partners of the North-West Company, who 
had been at Fort William in the voar JhM, when 
the appointment of Mr. Dunean Cameron to their 
-Station in tlie Red River look place, were im- 
plicated in the alledged crimes. 

Any attempt at justifica’lon was of course use- 
less; nor *vas any necessary, for T.ord Selkirk 
must at the moment liavc been equally convinred 
as they were themselves, not only of their t’/ino- 
ccnce, but even their complete ignorance, of the 
trausactioos imputed to them as crimes. 



Military possession was then taken of the Fort, 
as is particularly described in the Deposition of 
Lieutenants Brumby and Misani*, given in the 
Appendix, No. XX., and in the following Jour* 
nal of Mr. Jasper Vandersluys, a very respecta- 
ble person, who wars employed as. Book-keeper to 
the Agents of the North-West Company, and 
who, upon the arrest and removal of all the 
Partners, as detailed in the Journal, was left at 

Fort W illiam in charge of their aftairs. 

$ 

* Hrimiliy und Misuni, Deposition is tthove re- 

ferred to, rire OlViC ers of tiie late Repinent De Meiiron, nl-o obtained 
bjjivf. of abseiue Iroui Oeiural Sir Gordon Drnmiiiond, at the request 
3f the Nurlh-'\ etA Goiiipunv, ax ordtr to enable thciu to vi.'sit the In- 
dian Country. I’iiis partly ii.tondfd to c^jiniteract the impression 
',vhich might Ia" niadi.' on the Indians hy scciiiir I.ord Selkirk’s body- 
*^unr(l and rnilitaiy force; but chlelly in ortkr to enable these Gentle- 
men to see the real sc.nte uf the country, and to give an impartial report 
of bucli occurrence s a*' they might \vkm«s. d iicir testimony, therefore, 
veiutivo fo the military outrages cominitti U ai Fort William, is entitled 
♦o purticular utteiuion, as eoming tVoin i\j3iiia’’v Moji, totally uncon- 
ru-d ’.vjfh eithei of the Parties. 
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Journal of Occitrrencei^' at Fort fViUiam^ in the District oj 

Kaministiguid, commencing the Tweljlh Day of August. 

One Thousimd Eight Hundred and Sirteen. 

fort August, 1 S 16 \ 

Between ten amf oloven this moroing the Earl of Selkirk, 
acconnianied hy his body-gua**d, and olliers, came u|> the Uivci 
Kaittinistiguia in four caiioes. He encamped about 800 or 5HH> 
yanis above the Fort, on the opposite shore. Between one and 
two P. M. he was followed by eleven or twelve boats, each li.iviug 
from twelve to tifteen soldiers on board, all arined, who en- 
camped about two liundred yards below the Earl. The rest ol 
the day past quietly oft‘, though I observed very great activity 
prevailing in their Camp. 


\ Augnd, 

The morning past very quietly, hut I ol>^crveil his I^>rd^hip’s 
soldiery cleaning and loading their musket and planting tbeii 
cannon in the direction towards the Fort. In the aflenior>n, at 
about two or three Vclock, one M‘Nahh <‘anic into the Fort, 
with a Warrant issued hy the Flarl, and look prisoner Mr. 
Willkun M*Gilliviay, or<lering him to accemipany him to 
Lord Selkirk’s Eriicainpuient. Mr. M‘(Ti!livray iininediatcly 
obeyed, and Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie and Dr. John McLaughlin 
accompanied him, to give bail. No one else in the Fori was in- 
formed of the circuiiihtawce, so that, seeing these (ientlemen go 
over to Lord Selkirk, we all took it as a fiivonrable sign of an 
arrangement between the Hudson’s Bay vi|d Noith-Wivst Com- 
[rallies being about to take place; and we were pro|;>oi fioiiabl\ 
the more surprized upon |Krceiviiig liie result. Half an hour 
after these Gentlemen were gone, 1 heard a bugle horn. Two 
boats, each with from twenty-fivu to thirty armed soldiers, were 
dispatched hy the Earl of Selkirk, and landed in front of the 
Fort, They were preceded by the said M‘Nabb, and one 
McPherson (who had been appointed Constables by Lord Selkirk), 
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4in<l wlu) made prisoners of Messrs. John Macdonald, Alexander 
Mackenzie, Hi^li Simon Fraser, A !au Macdondl, and 

Daniel Mackenzie. Mr, John Macdonald requested the Con- 
f tables to produce their Authority, and to exhibit their Warrant, 
It will hardly be believed, that this legal demand, which the Earl 
of Selkirk in^w eiuleavours to hold out as a resistafice to the exc- 
t ution of the Warrant, served as a signal /:>r attack. Captain 
D’Orsonnens, the leader of tluse didnnded, intoxicated, and 
almost uricontroulod soldiers, cried ont “ avx armes^ auxarmest* 
and immediately the bugle was sounried, aud ati anned force of 
about sixty in nuinlfcr, with loaded nni>kets and fixed bayonets, 
ru^lufl forcibly into the Fort, shouting, ciusiog and swearing, 
and threatening death and (lestruction to all persons and all pro- 
perty. The Sfddiery were strongly cotuiu nanced in this by their 
oilicers, amongst whom the most conspicuous was ti e abnoaid 
Captain D’Or^sonnens, next Captain Maltltey, LiciUtiiaiU Fauche, 
Lieutenant (iran’eiireitli, and several more. They sprcr.d out 
their trooj>s in every direction, driving the peaceu >le inlnbitants 
of the Fort before them, and spreading terror and alarm anv>i;gst 
the women and children by their hideous shouts aud e\t lannPif.iis, 
They place<l two pieces of cannon ki the centre of tlie Fort, 
and rentinels in all qiuiru rs. All this while the abovtmc: lioned 
(leiitlemen did not (dllr the least resistance, i)ni o!} Un: contrary, 
patiently subinitterl to the outrageous and lawless conduct of 
tlieir assailants; and they were then carried olF to the Ear Fs 
Camp, guarded by an aimed force. Had the least lliouglit l)een 
entertained of making resistance, nothing would have been easier 
than to have dtme so, and to have exlernunated the wdiole of 
Lord Selkirk’s band ; fur at the time the Earl made his appearance, 
we mustpred nearly three times the number of his people, and 
were provided with more than s»ifiiciciit means oj' <lefcnce ; but 
no such thing was ever contemplated or even suggested, in prool 
whereof, the sale, ami even tiie usual disliibntion ot ihpior to 
the men, was positively forbidden. 

The Fort was no»v left in disorder, aud at the iliscretioii ol the 
intoxicated soldiery ; and if no blood has been spilt ou the occa- 
sion, neither Lord Selkirk nor his people have any claim to the 
credit of it* At about eight P# JVI* our Gentlemen returned. 



having, as I understood, engaged to Lord Selkirk to go back tlic 
next day to his Camp, in order to undergo an cxaiiiiiiatioii. I 
omitted to mention that, after our Gentlemen had been carried 
off, Mr. M^Nabb, one Mr. Allan, (the Earr» meiJical atlemjant) 
accompanied by Captain D’Orsonnens and aiK)tlier, proceeded to 
the Office of the North-West Conij»iiy, and tliere presented h 
W arrant addressed to,tl>e Chief Clerk, witli orders to setil op all 
the papers, which was complied with; after which they went info 
Mr. M*GiUivray*s private room, wheic they did the some, and 
subsequently in the rooms of all the before-named (ientlemen. 

When the Gentlemen returned, they expostidateil upon 
troops being left in tl»e Fort, aiul insisted iqum tln ir being nilh- 
drawn; which was only partly complied withf and a guard of 
twenty soldiers was left under the commaiid uf Lieutenant (iraf- 
fenreith. 

The general terror, the uncertainty as to what v\erc the Fairs 
designs, and the acts of violence, and infringements of ail right 
and law, which had already been committed, made us all |uss 
a night of fear and anxiety. 

14M 

This inoniing Mr. M'Ciillivray <le^f»ed me fo draw up a Protect 
against the acts of violent^ cruiniiittccl yesterday ; I had onlv 
a quarter of an hour to do it in, and worded it briefly in the fof 
lowing terms : 

** We the undersigned. Agents and Fait ner- of the \orfh-Wcst 
Conqmny, being this day, the thirteenth of August, Is Fi, in ii 
body assembled at Fort Willram, in the district of Kamtuis- 
“ ttgui^, do hereby formally Protest against the violent [irocted 
•' ings done and committed upon our fiersons am! property, at 
*♦ the above mentioned place in the afternoon of the aborc- 
mentioned rtiy, by a troop to the dmber of botwer n fifty 
** and sixty disbanded and intoxicated soldiers, formerly lichmg'i 
wg to the Regiment of Dc Meuron, and at present in the ser- 
vice and pay of the Earl of Selkirk, headed by Captain D*Or' 
sonnetis and Lieutenant Fauchc, and aRcrwards joined by Caji- 
tain Mattheyand IJeiitenant Graflfenreith, who forcibly enter- 
** ing Ih'e Fort Gate, spread out their troops in every direction 
« having their bayonets fixed, and shouting a most Jiorrid huxza ! 
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** which spread a genera! terror amongiit the inhabitants of the 
Fort ; after which they placed two pieces of cannon in the ceti- 
** tre of tlie Fort, and centinels in all quarters, and proceeded 
** by order of the Ear! of Selkirk, with armed force, having then 
** one Mr. Allan, Doctor to his Ix)rdship, at tliefr head, to seal 
“ up the papers and desks in the North-West Coinpaiiy’s Office, 
and then those of the* private rooms ofdlie Agents. 

We therefore do most solemnly Protest against these acts 
of violence, and against all those whom it may concern. 

(Signed) “ Wm. M‘Gillivray. 

“ Kf.nnltu Mackenzie. 

“ John Macdonald. 

“ Simon Fraser. 

Allan Macdonell. 

‘‘ John McLaughlin. 

Hugh M‘Gillis. 

“ Daniel Mackenzie.' 

fn conformity with their engagement to Lord Selkirk last 
night, our Gentlemen were preparing to embark in order to pro- 
ceed to his Lordship's Camp, when a strong reinforcement of 
tr4Kips arrived from the other side, headed by Captain IVlatthey, 
with the intcliii^^eiicc that the Earl would soon be at the Fort; and 
in about half an hour aflcrvvards he made his appearance with 
his body-guard"^, and immediately entcred^lhe Hall in the Mess- 
house. Mr. M‘Gillivray handed to tin* Earl the above-mentioned 
Protest, whieli he read. An armed force {of the 37th regiment) 
was stationed both within and without doors. The Earl enquired 
wlio w'eie the Clerks in charge of the concern in the absence of 
the Proprietors. James M‘Tavi.sh and myself were naineii, wliicli 
the Earl approveti of. His Lordship went \vilh.M*Tavish into 
the Office, was inclose conversaliou there with his Surgeon and 
Captain D’Orsonnens, whence he went into Mr. M'Gillivray s 
room, and thence to the dilferent rooms of all the Proprietors, 
in order to examine the seals put on \esterday ; after which he 
wa* k% a long and close conversation in the Court-yard of the 

* Coiiskting of the Noo-commisstoned Officer and men of the STdi 
regiment, granted by General Wilson /br hts Lordship's protection. 
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Tor!, lit retufUCtl, .Uitl urtliMtil .»ll lli*' Fartncr' lo In* rlnst jy 
roiiliucd iu lliiir ro' ihs. He !4»ok i:p a loom lit; It m \\ui 

MtsS'lioiise. Mr. M‘(iiHlviav n pii'>f nli’il to liiin, tiiat it uoi 
necessary the Clerks should proeieci in tlnir re^ul.ir 
aud that therefore the s<Mis aiionld he taken Iroiii ull their desks, 
and the coiitcntN cxiiniiiitd. His Loiddiiji atiswered, that fliere 
were things of (he atiiu»sl importance to tie .settled lirst, and tlieti 
placed centiiieU with fixed ba}<mc*ts before llie doors of ail the 
Partners, The Earl applied to me to give itimati explattatioiuif 
the various buildings in I lie Fort ; but I told him it was out of 
n)j power, as I was a stranger inv^clf. fit* went runtHi to take 
a full view of the Fort. I folhnted him. One Chatelaiii met 
him, and took him aside. Ho rorurned into the Fori, and a 
heavy shower of rain falling, I fmd; him into Dr. iM'Laugh- 
lin's house for shelter. His I.ordNliij) was very inqnisilive, 
enquiring the mini I nr of c.itih, the pfoduce of the harvest, 
Arc. After the rain he went to his rof>m in the Messdioiise, with 
Captain D’Orsonneiis, Captain Malt hey, and his Siirgefm, %%ho 
ill all fes|>octs seem to be bis chief agents, and principal coiili- 
dants. He came out and asked me to go lor Mr, M*Tavi.sli, wlio 
came, and complied with his Loniship s re<piest in explaining th« 
use and contents of all the bniidiiig> in thv Fort. Tin* bell rung 
for dinner. The prisoners receivetl their dinners in their rooms. 
During dinner, fa^rd Selkirk ami his parly were very busy about 
the Fort, and carried off ahoat eighty guii>« belonging lo the 
North-West <^>^lp'\lly, An order wat tluni isMied to all mirmeii 
lo carry alt their canoes into the Fort, and break nj> their Camp, 
no one being allowed l»» enc unp <»r remain ans longi ron this sidy 
the fiver, ifU I.ordship asked me if I knew the Proprietors who 
were under continenietif. I aiis\verc<l in the atlirmative. lit? 
told me it was necessary they shonUl afl he placed in one house, 
and pointed out the Wintering-lmusr*, to the right of the Mess» 
bouse, as one that would answer this piiqiose. He w*.iiited me to 
accompany his constable, M*Nahl), to get the (xcntlemen toge- 
ther, and convey them to their new prison. I took the liberty 
to observe to bis Lordship, that I should tind it rather a diihcuU 
task to act in concert with bi.s constable against my Employers, 
and begged to be excused accepting such a degrading office. Irlis 



Lordship said he had plenty of people of his own fo p^ndful 
this duty^ hut that perhaps they woiiltl do it in a less delicate 
inaiiiier. 1 answered his Lordship, that as for that, I had not 
the least doubt, hut could not pos>lhly comply with his request. 
Soon after 1 saw John Macdonald conducted by an armed force 
from his own room into the Wintering-house; Allan Macdonell 
was conducted thither it tlie same manner, and a few moments 
after, I had the mortification to see Mr. M^Gillivray turned out 
of his private room with his luggage, and carried away also, 
guarded by an armed force with fixed bayonets, to the Winter-* 
iiig-faoiise. The Mess-house being now cleared of ail our Gen« 
tlemen, I went in, and found a person of the name of Loritiuer, 
one Chatelain, and the well-known Williamson, all three Agents 
to bis Lordship, regaling themselves in the larder. After this a 
new Warrant was issued for searching the private rooms of the 
Gentlemen who were in prLon, and to seize all arms, under the 
frivolous pretext, that information had been given that a quantity 
of papers had been burnt the night before, and a number of arms 
concealed, I accompanied the searchers to every room. John 
Macdoiialds room being locked, was forcibly broke open with 
an axe by Mr. Allan, Mr. M‘Nahb, and Captain D’Orsonnens. 
The search, sealing of papers aiul trunks, ‘voi/ure of arms, ^c, 
la>U!(l till past twelve o'clock at niglir. 

These articles were all seale<l in inv [m 'sciue, aiuhiext the 
Earl’s seal I put mine. They weie cariit il to his Lordship's 
a)Ktitmeiit in the Mess-! louse. 

An i»r<k i wds this evening issued in the. Earfs imnte, that after 
nine, no one should appear out of doors under any pretext what- 
ever. 

A printed pap<r has been posted up at the gate of the Fort, 
signe4t by some Montreal Advocates, and purporting to contain 
the Opinion of those (feutlemeii, relative to the Hudson's Bay 
Charter, but which in fact consists of uoliiing but the denun* 
ciatioii of punishment against all who shall oppose the measures 
the Earl of Selkirk may think proper to adopt, as Justice of the 
Peace, 



ti(kAiigu4f, 

fiftt of our men hatti^ beeo mt fisMnf, refntiwd tb» mrmg 
of fiA, ffhifh was imme<ttilefy tod rfisiribufed 

among bis Lotdsbip’s p«?o|>le. Oilers bare bre/i mued to sfoji 
tlie rfsuJar course of buswiess in the Fort, ami neiUier Clerks 
Mcch?»ics. nor any otiicrs are pennilfcd <o do their daily bii- 

?»wcss. ’Y\\« cov\s\^t\Yd\,\on tiW nwx 

The Gentlemen prinniers mtntionetl ye^tertlnv, are 
all stiff more closefy couftned, snid <i// scces< fa f/tem is 
most strictly proiiibited. The whole of his LonIshipV people 
are now encainpecl in front of the Fort, and oiir j>eopfe were 
driven last night from their groundy to the opposite shore, 
which being but ill clcaretl of wood, and swampy, affords them 
a very wretched place of encampment amongst the stumps and 
buslies. Whenever they have occasion to come to receive tlieir 
victuals, an order mu^t first he given by one of the officers of 
these flisbiimled soldiers to the ccntinel, who then allows them 
to pass, and gd into the Fort to rerrive th»*ir virtuals. The inost 
abusive language tn\var<ls us is made use of hy the soldiers, who 
all appear to be thirsting for an tippoitnnitv to gratify their 
wishes for tumult and hlorM]^ln•d. I do out know whether this 
disposition is sanctioned by the Earl, and should luthcr doubt if, 
but it is evident they are entirely under In’s eoniimind and con- 
troul. Two loatled piece* of artillery are placetl at the cntnmre 
of the Fort, and command the opposite shore, to keep the |>eople 
there in awe. Blondin, the guide, was with his men working 
in the canoe-yard: no sooner had one of his Lordship’s officers 
got iiiforination of it, than l!m were turned out of flie Fort, 

Aliout ten o’clock A. M. the Earl proceeded to examine the 
prisoners, on whose behalf Lieutenant ?*li»ani. Lieutenant Brum- 
by, and CaptaiA Maithey, were nominated as Members of the 
Court ; and on the Earl's behalf M^Nalrb, Loriiitier and another, 
name unknown; Dr. Allan and Mr. J^pcncer acted as Secretaries, 
and it is worthy of observation, that Mr;Sj>tmcer is a prisoner, 
and to be tried before the Court in Montreal next month. I’hc 
examination lasted till about seven in the evening without inter- 
ruplioD. Daniel Mackenzie’s exaiiiinatiuii was postponed till 
to-morrow. The evening passed quietly. 
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l6th AugusL 

This monnug tlie Captafui of tlie guard told old Mr. Landriau, 
that be bad iicard iu the uight a noise libe the breaking open of 
a padlock. Many such falsehoods are maliciously spread abroad^ 
in order to veil the illegality of Lord Selkirk's proceedings. A 
few moments before breakfast time a |jarty of six armed men 
was ordered out, under tlie command of Captain D'Orsonnens, 
(well worthy of such expeditions) : they marched off at a quick 
pace, and I followed them, anxious to know what their object 
was. They appeared to l>e in search of one of our men, and in 
fact I saw Pierre Boiiza dragged out of his hut ; the sokliers all 
the while cursing a^id swearing, ami uttering the nio>t abusive 
language, to a man who*made no resistance, and gave himself 
up as prisoner. On this occasion, even the leader of the party. 
Captain D’Orsounens, did not scruple to make use of expressions 
UDbecoming a gentleman. They afterwards proceeded to arrest 
one Brisebois, guide to the North-West Company, who was 
treated iu the same manner. 

At a meeting of the Clerks after breakfast this morning, the 
following represeutatioiis were agreed upon to be laid before Lord 
Selkirk; in conformity with which, Mr. M‘Ta\ish and myself 
waited upon his Lordship, whose answers are annexed : 

“ Whether the necessary He will allow three or four 
hands will be allowed to as- hands, provided their names 

sist in taking iiivciitories of the “ are given in, and that it does 
‘‘ goods and property on hand not take loo many days.'* * 

“ in the Fort V* 

“ That the lately arrived Furs « Avowed six hands for tliis 
in the pack-store, being wet ** purpose, provided their names 
an<l damaged, require a suffi- " are given in.*' 

“ cicnl number of men to pro- 
vide against any further da- 
mages." 

“ That the fences around the This was entered into, hut 
** fields have been carried offi the investigation eluded^ 

** and the gate of one of tfie 
fields in which part of the 
cattle was inclosed, broke 
** open." 
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That the hay in tlje«5ieldi Granted some liaiids, prrv. 
^ is rottiogy in consequence of ** vided a list be given of their 
the people being stopped from " names.*' 

« their work/' 

Several other representations were made, arising from f fie ge- 
neral confusion, but on the whole his Lordship evaded the 
greatest part of our questions and complaints, and referred us fo 
his officers in command, who, as be jdainly s<dd, were better 
accustomed to matters of vigilance and prccaufioii than he was 
himself; but that he would sanction every thing they decided 
upon. After wc bad left his Lordship we applied to the officers 
in command, and those gentlemen in their turn, evaded our appli- 
cation, with the answer, that they were not vested with suffi- 
cient authority, but would put into execution any commands of 
the Earl. 

Having therefore maturely considered the present state of mat- 
ters, wc this afternoon addressed the following Letter to the 
Earl: 


** To the Right Hon, the Earl of Stlkirk, 

** MY LORO, 

** Whereas the circumstances occurred at this place have occa- 
** sioned a genentl stand ia the regular course of the Nortli- 
** West Company's trade, and we having been appointed as chief 
** Managers of the Concern, during the absence of the Agents 
** and Proprietors, we think it an imperative duty on our part to 
** address your Lordship on the subject. 

** Our outfits for the Interior have only partly been provided 
** for. We therefore, on the present occasion, request that your 
•• Lordship will be pleased to give ^e necessary orders, that 
** the dbpatches of such merchandize as is required for the 

Indian trade, may not be interrupted. 

** The season being already far advanced, it is of the most 
** urgent necessity that our Montreal canoes should be sent 
^ off with the Furs and Peltries at present in store, in coiise- 
^ qneiice of which wc also request your Lordship's authority 
^ for the purpose. 
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** And as it appears that the nvlioie of the transactions of this 
place have been brought to a stand, which iu a very short 
time may can e an unaccountable confusion, we also apply 
“ to your Lordship for redress in this. 

** And as your liOrdsliip*s severe precautions induce us to think 
'' that some illicit measures are suspected from us, or those 
under us, we heg leave to assure your •Lordship, tliat wbat- 
ever may be reported on this subject, is utterly false and un- 
founded : That ou the contrary, we have used, and shall con- 
tiime to do so, all our exertions against any infringement of 
the public lrau(|uiliity, which ou the, present occasion is of 
siicli high iiiiportafice. ^ 

“ \Vc are, 

“ My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s humble and obedient Servants, 

rSigued) J. C. M'TAVISH. 

J. VANDERSLUYS;’ 

Nolhing iin ther remarkable occurred this day. The Earl Iras 
been uccu;?ied fur tijc greatest part of the day by himself. Daniel 
Mackenzie’s examination, wltich was expected to have taken 
jdacc tu-day, has again been postponed. 1 cannot account for 
the reasons of this delay. Besides (he two prisoners arrested this 
jiioniing, seven nn;re have been taken, viz. Antoine Gonnevilte, 
Louis Pereaii, Joseph Deinurrais, Philibert La Deroiite, Augustin 
Le Vigue, Joseph Landry, and Siipplicc La Pointedit Desaiitel. — 
I’he two last-mentioned men went into Athabasca last year for 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and owe their lives to the North* 
West Company, eighteen of their people liaving perished with 
hunger. A deposition by them to this effect is on record 

17th August. 

At about ten o'clock \^$t night, his Lordship let us know that 
he wanteil a list of all the men on the ground before he went to 
bed, and that without this document it was impossible for him 
to answer our letter. We immediately consulted on this, and 
made out aujl handed his Lordship the Ibt just as he was go?ng 
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to bed. This morning at half past four, we were waked by 
M*Nabb, who brought a message from the Eiiri, that he 
wanted to see M*Tav»}i. He informed him tliat he intended to 
send off twelve gentlemen to Montreal, and ordered M‘Tavisli 
to get three canoes ready for that purpose, llis Lorddiip would 
not mention their names. 'JTlie men intended to conduct the 
canoes are also kept *^ecret. 

Walking out of the Fort before breakfast this morning, tiie 
Earl addressed me, and sakl 1 must not be surprized tliat no 
answer had as yet^beeii given to our Letter of yesterday, as the 
inconvenience which ific Nortli-West Company's trade had been 
put to, must not impede the execution of the law. 1 observed 
to bis Lordship, that our present situation involved us in great 
responsibility, ami that tiierefore, 1 kul no doubt his Lordship 
would favour us with a few lines in answer to our Letter, which 
he promised to do. After breakfast 1 addressed the Earl for the 
purpose of having a seal removed from one of m\ drawers in the 
Office, which he complied with, and deputed M‘Nal»b and Dr. 
Allan to attend. Ttiey seized some pa|>ers of no value, and 
scaled them; but I must not omit to r enttoit, that this bundle 
contains a Depo$iiion if one ISolin, ( ink to the Ilud^otis Bay 
Company, unritten and signed by himself, in uhich, amongst 
other things, he declares, that at the late action at Red River, 
the Coloniots, headed by iMr. Semple, were the aggressors and 
first assailants ; and tliat the Half-breeds declared they would 
not perout any Settlers on their grounds, but would admit as 
many Traders as chose to come. This biiudie was marked, 
sealed, and signed by me on the outside, as coiitainiiig such a 
document. It was put by along with Ihe other papers seized 
before. / 

Finding thaf, notwithstanding Lord Selkirk's promise to answer 
our letter, no reply had yet been made, we addressed his Lord- 
ship again in the afternoon, ns follows: 

« To the Right Hon. the Earl of Selkirk, 

MY LORD, , 

Keferring to the Letter which we had the honour to address 
ti7> (.yf 'Truielv sorry to find, that until this 
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“ moment we have not bceii favoured with a reply. We therefore 
** take the liberty to represent a^ain to your Lordship, thertrgency 
** of sending off both our Montreal and North Brigades, and with- 
** out appealing to the promise your Lordship has verbally made 
** to us, not to interfere with the regular course of the North-West 
** Company's trade, we cannot pass unnoticed, that tve cannot 
** be answerable for any prejudicial consequences which may arise 
** from suoJi a iftoppage. 

‘‘ Being this morning informed by your Lordship’s verbal com- 
munications, that it was intended that twelve passengers should 
** go to Montreal to-inorniw, we request yonr Lordship will let 
** us know, whether the cgnoes are to he manned by your Lord- 
ship’s or the North-West people! In the latter case, we shall give 
“ orders that the number required may be ready at such an hour 
as your Lordsliip may appoint, 

“ We are, 

“ My Lord, 

** Your Lordship's humble and obedient Servants, 

(Signed) « J, C. M‘TAV1SH. 

“ J, VANDERSLUYS, ' 


pAery tiling liero is industriously kepi secret, and aithougi) the 
soldiery behave now somewhat better than at hr^t, yet it is very 
irksome, and repugnant to us to be under military and arbitrary 
oiilers. It woulil seem as if our assailants were corrupting our 
jiieii ill order to bring false accusations against some individuals. 
This was tried with a vi^w to mculpate Mr. M*GiIlis and Mr. 
Harrison, wliowere both accused, without any foundation, by a 
wretch of an Iroquois, who probably had been bribed for the 
purpose, of having distributed arms amongst th^ Canadiaus the 
day the Fort was attacked. These and the like schemes are 
put in practice, and if we could see into their private pioUiiigs, 
it would soon be apparent that the Earl’s pursuits are different 
from wiiat he preteiuls they are. 

ISfA August. 

This day lias been a very busy one. Tlie whole of the morn* 

M 
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iiig wtt ocenpied iii Setting itady priaonfi* biggsg^* \Ve 
liad not wcei?ed «ny answer to our Letters of tbe preceding dayn^ 
i^ yi^ were thus ifuite in Ihe darii bow to act# We spoke to his 
LorcMup, who foolishly enoiigb observed, that he thought it 
was very ridiculous to be writing to a peison who was at a dis- 
tance of no more than two hundrcil yards. It is very evidetit^ 
he said this wiih an liiteiitioij to evade* our legal denmuds. He 
appointed the Iroquois, as the jwoplc to conduct the canoes. 
We made out a list of tliem, and as a proof of tbe iimlicc and 
suspicion of Lord Selkirks Agents, even in the most trifling mat- 
ters, one Lorimier observed, that the crews consisted cliiefly of 
children, as if it were done on purpose. 

After dinner, the fatal onier for the departure of the prisoners 
was given. Their baggage was brought out of the Fort, and ex- 
posed on the trharf. Before the Gent leinen embarked, they were 
condemned to pasii through a ceremony, uhicb may in itself be 
considered u most cruel puni^hnient. They were, one after the 
other, carried from tlicii prison to liis Loi<lshi|>’s tent, which l)a<l 
been emptied for tiie purpose, and iterc their baggage uus ojien- 
cd, riiiiuiiaged, and strictly searched. So..iv? pajiers, wbicli, when 
the first search took place, were saitl to be t)f no consequence, 
their testamentary dispositions, and their money, was taken from 
them without mercy, and under the smiles of Capt. D’Orsomiens. 
Mr, S|>encer ami Archibahi Macdonald were two very active par- 
ties in this abominable ceremony ; after which, two soldiers were 
ordered to search their pers«ms. One of them 1 saw, had the 
impudence to put his hands into the pocket of Dr. M‘La^iiHifs 
trowseis. Mr. M^Gillivray, I observed, snflered very much from 
such harsh treatment, whieli was aggravated by Lord Selkirk re- 
jtmng to let hU own, eervant^o After ibis, they went 

oflf in three cafloes, and a fourth with soldiers followed. All our 
brave and faithful men, who were spectators of their departure, 
were silent gs the grave! Not from awe of Lord Selkirk's over- 
whelming power, or of hL<i military preeantions and martiid law, 
but from tbe natural feelings of their hearts, from the urmltered 
rei^t they bore fur tiieir masters, and from tbe remembranco 
of their kindness. Some of these faitliful men were not able to 



conceal their tearsi and t saw, 
saw afi Indim weep i 

The Earl's (dans and views cannot now be a secret any longer, 
and the whole of fais conduct makes me entertain very serious 
apprehensions as to the safety of our (>roperty, 1 anticipate 
that tite whole will be seized upon, if not made away with. 

Daniel Mackenzie's examination has not yet taken place: this 
is the seventh day of his confinement, and moreover, lie is the 
only one of the prisoners kept here. 

igiA August 

At length the Earl's projects and views, so long disguised, be- 
gin to discover themseivcsi It appears, he has only waited for the 
absence of our gentlemen, to unmask himself, and put his plans in 
execution. We sent him a message this morning, requesting an 
interview. It was granted. We represented the urgent necessity 
of sending off our canoes for Montreal and the Interior. His 
Lordship pretended that he could not authorize this without be- 
ing provided with an invoice of the goods intended for the Inte- 
rior; and, although we were convinced he had no right to ask 
such a thing, yet we complied witli it, not in consideration of his 
person, nor through a servile obedience to his unlawful demands, 
but for the benefit of (he North-West Company's trade, and in 
order to ensure the utmost dispatch. When he was in possession 
of the is.V'jire, lie demanded to see the goods. We took this as 
a favourable omen, and e\|>ected that our entreaties would no 
longer be laughed at, but ultimately complied with. In this, 
however, as well as in all be did, be acted hypocritically ; and 
this is the man who boasts of llie protection he has afforded the 
North-West Company s pro|>erty, by not suffering his soldiers to 
pillage. I conducted him through all tlie Dry Goods Stores. He 
evinced the greatest curiosity in examining every bit of pa{)er 
that met his eye. At last lie found a book on one of the shelves, 
upon opening whicli, he found an account under the title of Shop. 
He enquired the meaning of this, whicli I explained to him. He 
then enquired whether, if his people wanted any articles, they would 
be furnished ? 1 answered, that us far as regarded a few articles 

which he mij^t personally stand in need of, they would not be 
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refused; but as lor his soldiers^ it was impossible to do so. He 
asked me tor the tarilf. I told liiin, 1 could not justily it to 
injseli* to give it, — But/* said he, “there may be some ar- 
“ tides which may not be thought of, aod be remembered 
when I see the tariff.*' Here, however, his Lordship's cun- 
ning was too evident. 1 told him, that for that purpose I 
would show the goods to him. He asked inc whether I 
would refuse the gentlemen who were with him, to let them 
have some articles? 1 asked his Lordship whether be would 
guarantee the payment? He said he would for one Spencer, 
but for noiu; else. 1 remarked to his Loniship, that w'heii 
the master declines to be answerable for his servants, it could 
not reasonably be expected that a person entirely unconnected 
with them should be so. After having gone through all the 
stores, 1 pressed for bis early decision wilb reganl to tlte dis- 
patch of the goods; an<l, in fact, in bis deceiving way of 
speaking, he gave me some faint lio^res. After this we applied 
for the removal of the seals, which were still on our desks in 
tbe Office, which was done, and a bumlle of |>apers taken out 
and sealed. Alter dinner wc pr<H:eed t! fo repack the trunks 
and pa|>ers seized and scided «>n the 1 Uli instant and follow- 
ing days, in order to make them more convenient to be sent 
off*. I assisted; and, as in the confusion of the first rdght, va- 
rious seals had been put on, 1 now marked ami mimberid all 
the parcels, and sealed them with the N<irth-\Ve>t Company's 
seal. 1 here were twenty parcels in all, whkli were parked in 
a boa. 'rhis business being over, ! went to the Office, and 
there, to mv great surprize, fmiml the constables, M^Nabb, 
and M*Fberson^ who bad got possession oT the keys of all tin* 
stores and warehouses, and were r:4dy to ninrch oO wilh them, 
I enquired into this extraordinary circuiustancx*, uml wiw toUl 
that tliey bad seized the keys in virtue of a Searck-^warrani 
ieeiutd by the Earl oj Selkirk. I demandeil to see this War- 
rant, whicli was very reluctantly cutnplied writh. Wiieii 1 hi>d 
perused it, 1 ob8ervc<l to the constables, that tliey had actnl 
contrary to the tenor of tbe Warrant, and that I therefore pro- 
tested against tkt illegal taking possession of the keys,, and 
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ugaiiist their ^postponing the search till next day* That the 
Warrant very distinctly stated, that the constables should enter 
in the dny time into the Noi th-VVest Company's houses and 
warehouses, and there search, <Src* But that the Warrant by 
oo ineaiis autliorixed tlieni to sei^e the keys of those buildings 
tti the middle of the day, ami carry them o(f, because we had 
been stupid enough to suffer such lawles$ acts without remon* 
slrating. That I insisted, therefore, on the keys being iimne- 
diately relumed, anil as those of lire provision stores were still 
in my possession, I resolutely refuseil to give them up, and 
^cclared I should hold those who had the su|>etinteiidence of 
lliose stores, aiisvvcrabl^ for the consequences, in case they 
gave way to the illegal demands of tire constables* Maepher- 
son then went for tlie Earl, who came in a great }>a9sion, eti- 
ijuiring who bad opposed those keys being put into the custody 
of his constables* i came fonraixi, and told him it was I, and 
that as toiig us { remained in charge of the North-West Com- 
|\atiy*s Concern, I would never sanction any such illegal actions; 
that I did not by any means, intend to oppose Uie execution of 
legal Warrants, or obstruct thelegiil measures adopted by him, 
in bis capacity as a Magistrate, but that, at the same time, my 
duty was iinpemtive, ami that as long as 1 had the power, I 
would stand forward to protect tlie property entrusted to my 
care, against any illegal attack* The Earl then frivolously 
pretended that this Warnuit could have no effect without his 
being in |)o.ssession of ail the keys; adding, that tie bad studied 
the laws of his coiiiitry too well, not to know them better than 
a fimigner. I observed to his Lordsliip, that iny being a fo- 
reigner lud never been any thing a^mnst me, in the eye of 
every iiian of sense, and that 1 certainly confessed I was not 
lawyer enougli to explain in how far he could ill this ease, and 
upon this Warrant, extend his authority, but that nothing could 
he plainer, than that an order to enter in the day titne into a 
certain place ^ and there to search for certain goods, could not 
be explained to ineun to seize all the keys of such places, and 
carry them off* He threatened, that if the keys were not im- 
mediately given up, he would force iheui firom me by military 
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amfmtu 1 lAat tfaey should ooibepui m hk pos^ 

Mwoii till be did so, and I iaskled upon the Wammt bmng 
pot in cxecutiou without delay; that it was full day-light (half* 
past four F. M .)• and that 1 was mdy to give bis eoustabiea 
access to any place they might desire to search* My deter- 
niaatioii bad the desired effect: his Lordship lowered his tone, 
and we proceeded tl> tlw examinatioti of the provision stores, 
where oooe of the goods soagbi after were found, and the 
keys of those boildhigs remained in our possession. It being 
»>w too late to search the other buildings, I agreed with tlie 
constables, that all the keys should remain tiiis night in my 
poeusston^ locked up hi a boa, of wipch they should keep the 
hey, which was done accordingly; and that we should go on 
to-morrow morning at six o*clo€k. . 

Amongst other representations made this morning to the 
Earl, we told him that if our men remained eight days longer 
on the ground, we sliould be siiort of provisions; and that our 
fisbermaii beuig prevented from pursuing liis avocation, this 
also veiy much contributed to diiiiinish tlie stock of provisions 
on hand; but as usual, our remonsiraiicis had no etiect, audno 
notice was taken of them. 

The Earl now occtjpies two rooms ia the mesa-house. Two 
soldiers, wkb fiaetl bayonets^ are stationed in the hall when we 
take our raeak* 

Dankl Mackenzie is not yet eaamiueii : this is the ninth day 
of his knpriscMimciit. 


20th August. 

Before six tiih moniing, we proceeded to search for the 
steien furs^ at Brandotidioiise, as ■■"Me Warrant expresses k. 
We began whh the Dry Good btores, and no furs being found 
tbere^ the keys were deUmed up to me, aceofdmg to what 
bad been agreed last liiglit with the Earl. Upon entering the 
Fur Store, Ihey fonnd a vast quantity of pritries, some packed 
and adicia not* They saw the ddBculty cff their enterprise, 

♦ Thfie were the but iUted bfft)re to have been latkcn on the mh. 
Mkf. See page SO. 



an4 iit otder io put it off, to kill time, and to ibrow the 
North-West Company’s Concerns more and more into conftt- 
sioiiy new aii<l arbitrary orders were issued by Lord Selkirk, tn 
search the stares over again which had just been gone through, 
under the provoking pretext, that furs, paiH*i>>, or otlier ^ar- 
ticles niiglit be concealed m the bales of dry g^oods. I how- 
ever refused to admit them again, as th^y had once already, 
ill their capacity as constables, declared that they were satis- 
fied tiie objects of their search were not there. This was re- 
ported to the Earl, and ns his Lordship thinks nothing of 
issuing Warrants to the first who applies for them, a frtsh ont 
Urns immediately made otjt, which was presented to me before 
it was dry ; this a)i)itrary document was of the same tenor as 
tkr one mentioned before, only with the addition of the words^ 

and various articles."' 

It certainly required more than a common stock of patience 
to submit tosiidi a number of wilful provocations; especially 
where it was evident they originated In interested motives, the 
spirit of retaliation, and (he criminal object they had in view, 
of the total destruction of our trade, and where too they were 
backed by a ferocious band of lawless soldiery, with arms and 
artillery ; where too these illegal acts were ail committed under 
the pretence of Law, and where the only acting Magistrate was 
at once our violent op|)ressor, and our interested rival tn trade. 
Tliough but little acquainted witli the British Laws, 1 cannot 
allow myself to think they can in any way sanction Lord 
Selkirk’s conduct. And I cannot help remarking here, tliat at 
the time of the French Invasion of my own country, 1 wit> 
nessed much injustice, and a defiance of law and morality, 
with all the evils accruing to a country overrun by a de- 
bauched and ferocious military horde, yet 1 satv no injustice 
so glaring as what was commit ted" by the Carl of Selkirk 
and his agents here. 

I have just this moftient returned from one of the Ware- 
houses, where they are searchings as ttiey call it, for papers or 
arms in suspicious places, but where they are committing acts 
which would make a French Dowmkr blush; and aU this 
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aufftenW, mstifited, and ordewl bjra mm, mltd with the 
tHgoity of a Magwirale, and irbo ten ibe boMiir of bm^ 
Peer of Ihc Realm of Great Britain. They an catting open 
bate packed ready for embarkation, and where it is most 
clearly evident that nothhg titey are searching for can be con- 
eeakd. Certainly their warrant does not aothoriae iliein to 
take inventories of^he eoiitenfs, in order fo promote I^rd 
Selkirk's mercantile views, io turn every thing upside down, 
and to leave in a confused heap, what had cost many a day s 
labour to gH ready and fyack up. I have remousirated 
against their conduct, but they laugh at me. The presence of 
Lord Selkirk with his troops, and tii,e absence of all law and 
right, support them in this behaviour. Capt. Matthey, and 
MTberson the constable, were tlie actors in this disgraceful 
scene. 

At about one o’clock P. M. Mr. John M^GiUivray arrived 
from the interior, in company with Archibald M‘Gillivray and 
WitUain Henry. They had scarcely entered the gate when 
they were stopped, and about live minutes after a Warrant 
was served, and John M'Gillivray faKen prisoner, confined, 
and all access to, and cominuiitcation with him forbidden. 
Archibald MHjfillivray and William Henry are Clerks to the 
North-West Company. 

At length Daniel Mackenzie has undergone an examtnaiioii, 
and was committed to the gaol where the conmion men are 
confined. 

A circumstance which cannot be passed unnoticed, aud 
which shows no small degree of eflfroiitery and impudence, 
is, that when we had complied with Lord Selkirk’s re<|uest to 
give up a few rooms for some sicV^ople and women, as we 
were told, tRe weather being very bad and cold, and these 
rooms were occupied accordingly; yet now these same 
sick people and women are having a dance io one of these 
rooms, with music, singing, and other annoyances to the 
pcaceaUe and lawful inhabitants of the Fort. 

The gtntlemeii who arrived this morning, as before-men- • 
lioned, are depfived of their baggage, which baa been locked 
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up by the EArVi§ orders^ probably to be examiped* But wby 
put this off till another day« and keep tliese persons, just ar- 
rived from a long voyage, from tlieir clean linen and other 
comforts, just to suit tlie conveiiieuce of Lord Selkirk and his 
constables'! 

Mr. Tait, who has the supermteiidance of the buikiings, • 
in the Fort, represented tills morning to his'Lordsbip, that his 
soldiers had carried off and burnt a great part of the pickets 
and fences. Lord Selkirk replied, that it was what might na^ 
tnraUy be exjwvied^ when thei/ wei^e not supplied with fuel! 

2ist August, 

1 went to see the Earl this morning, and mentioned to him 
that the dry goods stores had been searched a second time, so 
that there could not be any longer any obstacle to sending off 
our goods; but as usual, new pretexts, and new difficulties, 
were started, and in consequence of ibis we sent him this 
afternoon at four o’clock the following Protest. 

** We the undersigned, being duly appointed by Willianoi 
** M'Giilivray and Keniielli Mackenzie, Esqrs. Agents for the 
** North- West Company, to superintend, direct, and govern their 
concerns during tlieir and the Proprietoi:> <»f the said Com- 
pany’s absence, and having rejieatedly represented lo the lUgJit 
Houourabio the Earl of Selkirk, ut present tlie only acting 
Magistrate at thisplaoe, as well byword of mouth as in writing, 

** that it h of the most urgent necessity that tlie forwarding of 
the goods and rnerchatidize, prepared, baled, packed, and 
ready at tiiis place, for various quarters 4>f the Indian Country, 
and solely intended for the supply of the Indian or Fur Trade, 

“ should not be obstructed, impeded, nor retarded ; as also that 
the Furs and Peltries, at present stored here in •the North- 
West Company's warehouses, should forthwith, and without 
“ any tielay, be sent off for Montreal, and that in consequence 
** of this, and for this pur|^sc only, the necessary workmen, who 
“ by notarial agreements are in the service and pay of the 
North-West Company, should not be prevented nor hindered 

** from fulfilling the duly required of tliein ; and whereas the 

N 
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** said Right Honourable the Earl of Selkirk has hillierto, 
** Ibrougli various Warrants in his name issued, caused the above 
** representations to be uilhoiit eflect, and alM> cained a periii- 
cious delay in the regular course of tlie North-West Coni- 
paiiy's trade; and whereas the afore-nieiitioned Warrants have 
** every one of them been put into execution^ and thoroughly 
** carried into effect, in as far as regards tlie goods and nier- 
** chandize designed for the Interior, or Indian Country, and the 
execution of the said Warrants, in regard to the Furs and Pel- 
tries aforesaid, and designed for Montreal, been postponed 
** without any legal reason assigned; we the undersigned SujH'r- 
** intendants, and Managers of th^ North-West Company's 
** Concerns, do therefore jointly and severally, in the name and 
** behalf of the Proprietors, most formally and solemnly Pro- 
** test against the detention of the North-West Company's goods 
^ and merchandize, and the obstruction put to their regular 
trade, and also against all those whom it may concern. 

Done at Fort William, in the district of KaniimsiigtiiA. 
this 21st day of August, in the year of our Lord 1816." 

(Signed) J. C. MTAVISH, (L. S.) 

- J. VANDERSLUYS, (L. S.) 

^ Signed, sealed, ttnd deli- 
•• vered, in the presence of 

(Signed) ‘‘ Robert M'Robb, 

** Robert Cowie." 

1 oflered this morning bail for Dauiel ^Mackenzie, which 
was refused. 

22rtrf /tuffvst. 

Early this morning, before day-light, 1 believe, a canoe ar- 
rived with dispatches from Montrifal fur the Ct)mpany. TJiey 
were taken from the gui<ie, and put into the custody of a sol- 
dier of the 37lh regiment. Wlieii I was informed of this, 1 

addressed the Earl of Selkirk as follows; 

• 

To the Right Hon. the Earl of Selkirk, Justice of the Peace] 
" MY LOAD, 

** Whereas a, canoe arrived this morning from Montreal, with 
** disijatches for the North-WestCompany, and which have been 



taken by Captain Matthey from tl»e bearerof them, and 
placed under tiie cliarge of acentinel ; we take the liberty to 
apply to your Lordship, in order to know the reason of sucli 
“ proceeding, and to have the aforesaid dispatches delivered up 
“ to us. 

We are. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's humble and obedient Servants, 

(Signed) J. C. MTAVISH. 

- J. VANDERSLUYS." 

After breakfast his Lordship sent word that he wanted to 
see us. He informed us, tliat the dispatclies had been seized 
upon the same principle as the other papers of Uie North-West 
Company, and were equally liable to be examined. 1 questioned 
the legality of this, as these dispatches could not have been 
included in his former Warrant, and no new one having been 
served. 

He also communicated to us, that he had received our 
Protest of yesterday; adding, that we were ourselves greatly 
the cause of the delay which was put to tiic forwarding of the 
goods, for not having put him in possession of the invoices 
of the goods intended for the Interior. The hypocrite ! We 
have done more lliaii with any degree of propriety w^e ought 
to iiave taken upon ourselves. But his mask is only torn as 
yet, it will soon be completely thrown off. 

At this interview he handed in the following Letter: 

“ Fort iVi/iiam, August 1S16, 

GENTLKMEN, 

** In order to obviate the |>o$sibility of any mistakq, I beg 
“ to have your answer in* writing to this query : — Whether the 
thirty-four packs of Furs marked RR, wiiich you have pointed 
** out as. those set a|Kirt by order of the Agents of the NorRi- 
West Company, are to be given up to the Hudson's Bay CoOi^ 
** pany as their property, and whether on this principle, yon arc 



« rwdy to send them down to Montreal, consigned to Mmn. 
" Maitland, Garden and Aufdjo, Agents of that Company ? 

« I am, 

** Gentlemfi), 

** Your obedient Servant, 

^ (Signed) '' SELKIRK. 

To Afrssrs. M^Tavish and landersluys** 

After we had gone to the Office to write an answer to the 

above, bis Lordship sent word, that lie intended to ptocted to 

the examination of the box with dispatches, which was done 

* 

accordingly in our presence. Tlie contents were principally 
the Proclamations of His Excellency the Governor in Chief, 
but amongst others, there was a Letter addressed to A. N. 
M'Leod, which his Lordship broke open and read. It was 
from John brTavisli in Montreal, and contained nothing but 
private matters* Mr. M^Lco<t being no prisoner, 1 know not 
io how far this may be justifiable. Anolher letter with the 
Quebec post-mark, and addresseil to James Hughes, was put 
by with the other papers. Wc represented to the Earl the 
urgency of forwarding Governor Sherin tokens Proclamations to 
our Gentlemen in the Interior, and that for this purpose we 
could get a canoe ready, and select a crew in a very siiort time; 
which his Lordship said be would take into consideration. 

We now sent an answer to the Earl’s hefore'inentioiicd letter, 
which were in the following terms, and banded to him by 
bPRobb, at eleven o’clock this morning. 

V To the Right Hon, the Earl oj Sethirk^ 

“ MY LORD, 

V 111 leply to ibf Letter which was bamlcil to hs this moriiinj;:, 

** personally by yonr Lordship, webc^ to state, that the lliirty- 
four packs of Furs marked K K, which have been set apart 
'* from the other peltries of the North-West Company, caunot 
** be given up aa Hudson's Bay Company property, but Uut we 
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are ready to i^nd tliero down to Montreal, to the care of 
'' sonic liouse unconnected with both Companies. 

We are, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most hunilile and obedient ServauU, 
(Signed) J. C. M^TAVISH. 

■“ J^V^NDERSLUYS.” 

While writing this, I receive information that our workmen 
in the caqienter s house tiave been turned out, and the place 
occupied by nine soldiers, who are making gumcarriages. 

After 1 had ascertaiiied^the truth of this report, I conitnu* 
nicated the fact to M'Tavish and others. We agreed to apply 
to the Earl of Selkirk, in his capacity as a Magistrate, and 
there made oath, that nine men had been ordered by Captain 
Matlhey, to take po*^session of the North-West Company’s car- 
penter’s house, and there to make gun-carriages; ttiat not only 
our tools w'cre made use of for this purpose, but that we had 
every reason to believe that the North-West Company’s w*ood 
also was converted to it; — that we considered it as a breach of 
the peace, and that upon our remonstrating with Captain Mat- 
they on t)ie subject, he seemed to put the laws at defiance, 
by felling us that he uvuld f^o on ivith it. That having re- 
ceived this Tiiorniiig Ciovenior Sherbrooke s Froclaiiiiitioiis, we 
the more insisted upon Ins Lordship using his authority as a 
Magistrate to bring Captain Matthey to give an aex'mmt of liis 
conduct in this respect, Tht>ugh the Earl’s answer was not 
diilicult to be anticipated, yet we made the application to him 
for our ow'ii rcsj>onsil)ilily, M^Tavish and inyself were the 
plaintilFs, M*Ilobb and Cowie, the witnesses, flaving repre- 
sented the facts as above stated to his Lordship,* he enlarged 
much on tlic subject, l>ut when we pressed more and more 
upon him, that as a Magistrate, and the onhf one in iJie place, 
ue wovld not expert thnt justice tvonld Ife refused us hp him, 
he flew into a passion, saying, that he could not interfere ft»r 
the North-W^est Company as he would for any one else, and 
that he bad not the entire controul over these people; — that 



be did not kaow il they would «bey liim ; Md UmI hr <tni 
ehoose to riik bii ow« pcnwMd mfHjkftbt 
tbe Nortb-H'est Coiujjany'* property. 

Tbis erraing a soldier asked Bie fot candles for the guard, 
house. I told him k was not to me be should apply for tbem. 
He returned, and bis Captain sent me word, ilral if no candle'. 
were supplied be iioM light a b're in the middle of the fort. 

Daniel Mackenzie lias been removed from gaol, and is now 
coiJ&ued iu bis own ruotUs 

Lieutenants Misaoi aiul Brumby left tlic Fort in tl#e 
aftcruooo, af about three o clock. They intend to enatwp on 
tbe Isianci till tomorrow morning ^eii o'clock, inoriier tocoii- 
duct Mr. John M'Gillivray, whom Lord Selkirk intends to 
send down to tbe rest of the prisoners. 

Tbis morning the old Warrant was again put in Ibrce, and 
the trunks of all tbe wintering Clerks searched. 


i?3rd JUjgwsL 

Tbis morning, before six, Mr. S|>enccr brought a inessa^'r 
from his Lordship, that provisions should be given to the 
crew of a canoe intended to take down two prisoners. To 
tiib objections were made on oiir part. Lord Selkirk sent a 
written order for the purpose*, of the following tenor : 

‘‘Sib, 

“ You will please furnish the canoe, now to set out with 
" Mr. McDonald and the prisoners going to Montreal, with pro. 
“ visions and other acconjniodatioii.s for twogenllcjneii and tin 
“ crew, in the same proportion as usually supplied for llmt 
“ voyage. 

‘‘ ] am, Sir,^ 

“ Vour obedient Servant, 
(Signed) ‘‘SELKIRK. 

n Mr. J. C. iWTathh.^ 

1 had fttis moinitig taken into my possession the key of the 
carpenter^s shop, as it appeared that his Lordship did not take 
any steps to investigate our just complaints^ MTavish tboug|il 
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It was belter to give up the key* Capt* Matthey told me lAol 
he wtnUd not answer for my strfetyt in case bis soldiers took it 
into their lieads to revenge lliemselvesupon me, and that tbere^* 
fore i should take care of myself ; the more^ as his people 
had been so long aecusiomed^ in Spain, to scenes of murder 
and pillage* 

Mr. John M‘Gillivray was sent off Ibis mdrnitig to tlie Island, 
where the two officers were waiting for him. The canoe re* 
turned u short time after. In the afternoon, the canoe with 
the two prisoners (Brtsebois and La Vigne) went off, conducted 
by Archibald McDonald and Williamson. 

Besides the carpenter’s jhop, tlic smith’s shop has also fiecn 
taken possession of, and both oiir wood and iron is made use 
of. Our potatoe iields and garden are ransacked by the 
ILarl's people, and our remonstrances against this, laughed at. 
If the gates are locked, tliey are broke open, and the pickets 
and fences destroyed. 

2 4//e /higust* 

The whole of this day passed without any thing worth men* 
tioning. His Lordship has not made his appearance at all, 
and has been writing the whole day. 

A boat arrived to-day for the Earl, with some Glengarv\«, 
4nd Hector McDonald. 

Pierre Bvmza is at liberty, and two or three more, as I un- 
derstand. Daniel Mackenzie is still in close confinement. 

*Z5th Atigust, 

This morning wc waited upon theT^arl, and insisted now 
more lliaii ever, to have liis decided answer in regard to our 
Trade, and to know w hctlier it was his intention to prevent our 
Goods from going into the luterior, and our Furs to Montreal, 
and so put a final stop to our business] With various pre- 
tences, he sufficiently gave us to understand, that it was bis 
determination not to suffer any of our Goods to be sent 
into the Interior, nor to Fond du Lac; and with regard to the 
Peltries for Montreal, be had some proposals to make which, 
(these wejpc bis own words) " were the result of a; very long 



96 

consideration/' But before he could cuter into them, he rC' 
quired to see the written dociHiieiit by which Mr, M^Gillivray 
bad vested in us the power to act witimul reserve in behalf of 
the North-West Company, <iuring the absence of the Agents 
and Proprietors. We toM him we had ih> such document, but 
that we considered Mr. M'Gillivray 'sword on I lie subject, given ti> 
liini personally, in the prt'senee of all the North-West Company s 
Partners then at Fort William, and in the presence of several 
other gentlemen, as a snilicient warrant for the ap|>robation of 
any arrangement on our part. He observed, that he slioohi 
wish to be [irovided with a Certificate, signed by the w itnesse^^ 
%vfio were present when Mr. M'Gillivray coimnitled to us I lie 
power to act in behalf of the North-West Company, as lie 
could not take upon himself the responsibility of a mere vci ImI 
cotnmiiiikatioxi. We complied witli this in the following 
words : 

** We, the undersigned, do by these Presents doclai**, lliitt 
** we were present when William M'Gillivray ami Kenneth 
Mackenzie, Esqrs. Agents regularly appointed for the Xorth- 
•* West Company, did, on the nioriting of the 14th of Angu^Jt, 
IS id, before the Right Hotiourahle the Earl of Selkirk, and 
** in presence of all the Partners then at Tort William, and in 
the name of the Company at large, appoint James Chi^hulnl 
M*Tavish and Jasper Vaiider luys, as Head Clerks, and vested 
“ in them full power and authority to act for the North-West 
** Company during their and the Proprietors' absence. 

(Signed) “ROBERT M‘KOBR. 

“ JFWi William^ 25th August, ISld." 

He was not satisfied that this was Wgned by only one, but 
vre told him that on our part there had not been any one else 
present, now in the Fort, except Daniei Mackenzie the prisoner, 
whose signature was then got^to ratify it. His Lordship being 
now in possesstoti of this docoment, we expected Ws overtures, 
but as usual, new delays took place! he now told os that he* 
must consider of the extent of our powers^ and would therefore 



97 


postpone the proposals lie had to make till to-morrow, adding 
thus another wasted day, to the many that had gone before. 

Four batteaux went olf this morning for St, Mary’s and 
Drunimond's Island, for provisions, under the guidance of 
M’Nabb. 

Two canoes loatled with arms and ammunition started in 

• ^ 

the afternoon for Fond du Lac, under the command of Mr. 
Pambrun. 

^Gth Augiist. 

A light canoe started this morning, at seven o'clock. She 
was manned by nine Canadians, and bound, as I understand, 
for Lake Wimiij)ic, Mrt Pritchard, commander. Baptist 
Wells, one of our men, was amongst the number, and engaged 
to them. 

After breakfast we waited upon the Earl, agreeable to the 
understanding of yesterday. We were received with more 
than usual politeness. Dr. Allan was present. The Earl told 
us, that he had weighed the extent of our authority, and that 
he was of opinion that, under the circumstances in which it 
was given, it would be considered in a Court of Justice, as 
equivalent to a regular Power of Attorney. He then proposed, 
that as a law- suit won I/I be extremely tedious and expensive, 
an Arbitration should be entered into in London, fui tiie settle* 
inent of all tlie dilferences which had existed between the two 
Companies for the last four years. We acquiesced, that cer- 
tainly some ainicahle arnuigenieut would be far preferable for 
both Companies than engaging in suits at law; but that as the 
subjecl was too important to be treated verbally, and as we 
were now' well acquainted with the outline of his plan, we re* 
quested he would put his pi<»posals iu the shape of a letter; 
Aud that we would reflect upon the matter, which he promised 
to do, and in the afternoon w'e received the following Letter: 

" kort William y Tith August, 18 iff. 

‘‘ GENTLEMEN, 

** Understanding from the papers which you showed to 

me yesterday, as well as from my own recollection of the ver- 


o 
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bal declaration of Mr. M'Gillivray and the oilier Parliier* of 
the North-West Company, on the l ttli instant, that you have 
full power and authority to act for the Coiiipiiny, in the same 
*'• manner as if these (jentkineii had signed a Power of Attorney 
** in regular form; and understand iug also, that y ou are disposed 
on the part of the North-West Company, to put an end to 
the disgraceful sysltuu of lawless retahation which has hillierto 
prevailed in the Interior, I beg leave to propose an arrange- 
" ment, which I trust will efl'ectuaily accomplish that object. 

“ Ist, That we shouhl agree uptm two Geiitleuien at Lon- 
don, of the highest character, as men of business as well as 
" nieo of integrity, to be appointed Arbiters between the North- 
** West Company and me, with full power to investigate all the 
acts of aggression or illegal injuries ailedged to have been coui- 
niitted on either side, during the last four years, in the territo- 
ries of the Hudson s Buy Coinpaity or North-West; iinder- 
standing that on both sides the parties shall be liable for the 
damages arising from acts committed by those under their 
** controul ; that 1 shall Iw liable to iudemiiify the North-West 
•* Company for any injury done by my Agenls, Servants, or Set- 
•• tiers acting under them; and that, on the other hand, tlia 
North-West Company collectivtiy, shall be liable to indemnify 
me for any injury <iu!ie by any of their Partners, Clerks, or 
Servants, or by any person einpinjed by them; and that the 
''Arbiters, after hearing the evidence on both sidc^, shall deter-- 
" mine oil the whole, what com()eiy>atioii is l<» be paid by tillier 
" party to the other. 

" 2d, That the Furs now in store at Fort Wiliium, shall be 
** consigned to some hou>e at >Mo!.trral, not connected with 
" either j>arty, to be by them shipped for London, and ronsigtied 
to the Arlilters abovc-inentioneil. or to somii mercantile hmi'^e 
** to be named by them. 'I’hal the Arbiters shall be authori^erl/ 
•' as trustees, to dispose of thi> projyerty, and to vest the pro- 
ceeds as may appear to them most, advisable, till their final 
** Award is given, and that if a compensation for damages 
is found to be due by the North-West Company, the funds 



Ijius placed iti the hands of the Arbiters, may htt applied by 
‘‘ tlrem to this purpose. 

“ 3d, That a proportion of the Furs shall remain in store 
** at Fort William, till it be ascertained whether the Partners of 
** the North-West Company at Montreal, or elsewhere, ratify 
and confirm the Agreement; and that if by direct or indirect 
means, thry prevent this Agreement from being bona Jide car* 
** ried into elfect, I bhali he at lif)erty to distrain these Furs, and 
all otlier goods rcniainutg at Fort William, by the ordinary 
process as at common law, so as to keep them as a pledge for 
** the payment of the compensation for damages due to me by 
the North-W'est Company, and for the restoration of my pro- 
perty, illegally seized by their servants in the month of June 
last, and now in their hands. 

4th, That till the restoration of the property so illegally 
seized, I shall be supplied with any article for which I may 
** have occasion, of the property of the North-West Company at 
this ))]ace, for which the Company is to debit me at the same 
rate that they charge for supplies funiishcd to their own Pro- 
•^prietors iiubvidually. 

** 1 flatter tnyscif that these Propositions are so evidotlly 
** reasonable, that tliey cannot fail to meet with your approba* 
tion, and that they have been dictated by a sincere desire 
“ of conciliation, they will be received by a corresponding*spirit. 

“ 1 am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your very ubeilient Servant, 
(Signed) SELKIRK* 

“ To Messrs. M^Taiish and Tan- 
“ derslnys^ acting for the I\ orth- 
“ Jlest Company 

And so the Magistrate has at last thrown off the mask en- 
tirely ! —Our answer to* these inadmissible proposals required 
very little reflection, and here it follows: 
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F&rt HViiofn, ^GihAug. IS 16. 

my lorp. 

We have received your Letter (di)ttd the tJ7th in^funt) 
which was banned to us this day, proposiiii," ft> ♦‘fleet an ar- 
rangeinent through the niediniii of Arbitrafion, in regard fo 
saxne of the existing diftbrences between joiir Lordslii}) and 
" the North-West Cohipany, 

** We have maturely considered and deliberated upon the 
object ill view, and though we have vi'rbalU expressed to 
" your Lordship, that it is our sincercst wish and desire to esla- 
blisb some Cunveiilion which may rontiibute toconciiiatc the 
parties, yet we are extremely sorry Jo state, that finding the 
principle of the proposal conditions to that eftect utterly in- 
admissible, we cannot ccniseientionsly enter into the negocia- 
lion, as intended by your Lordship; and as the interference of 
the Legislature iniist be the inevitable consequences of the 
ineasnres already resorted to by your Lordship, we are of 
opinion, that it is by far preferable (hat tlie wAe/e of the ex- 
** isting differences shall be brouglit before a Court of Justice. 

'' We therefore beg leave to re<pie''t your Lord>iiip to fa- 
vour us with your decided answer, in • (‘; 4 ard to our Goods for 
•• the Interior, and oiir Peltries for Montreal, in order th.it \vc 
may be enabled to take the necessary measures to prevent the 
** state of starvation, to w liich, on account of our small stork 
'' of provisions, every day’s delay contributes so inaterialiy/’ 
We arc, 

“ My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most humblf' 

and obedient Servants, 
(Signed) ‘‘J. C, M TAVlSH. 

«J. VANDERSLUYS, 

To the Right Honourable 
** the Earl oj Selkirk 

27th August. 

The Ear) seni for ns this morning, lie told us be bad re*- 
feived our Letter of yelterday, and that our aoswer was such 
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as be could not have expected, from tlie motives which liad 
dictated his. That as there was now no other alternative, our 
men would be obliged to go down light ; that we might make 
tlie necessary preparation for sending tlieiii off, and that he 
would give us a fortnal answer to our Letter, to that effect. 

1 conniumirated my intention to the Earl, to leave Fort 
William to-morrow for Montreal, my presence being no longer 
necessary, since he had now deculcdly refused to let the Pel- 
tries be sent off. To this he made no objection. 

28/4 August. 

Lord Selkirk asked me if I continued of the same opinion 
with regard to his proposals. I told him I did. He asked 
me if I could tell him the amount of Goods on liand at Fort 
William, exclusive of the Peltries. I told him I could not, 
Ijccause, added he, there iuight still be found means of send* 
iiigthe Peltries down, in case the Goods amounted to as much 
as his demands upon the North-West Company did. I told 
iiim that no agreenieiU or coiiveptioii could be made whilst 
he laid down as a principle, the retention of a pledge or in* 
demnijication ; but that as 1 was aware be was in distress for 
many articles, I was willing to consult with M’Tavish on 
I he subject, and perhaps let him have a certain quantity of 
goods, by way of obliging him, and at the price of cost and 
charges, with a certain advance to be agreed upon, and on the 
condition of immediate payment on my arrival at Montreal, 
as well as imder the stipulation that our Peltries should go 
down without any restraint. He answered, tiiatlic could not 
accept of such proposals. 1 then told him, that I considered 
all negociatioii as at an end, and that I should forthwith pro- 
ceed to Montreal, to carry thither an accotmt of liv conduct, 
making liini at llie same time answerable for any loss the 
North-West Company might sustain by the detention of their 
goods. 1 asked him if l^e would favour me with his answer 
to our Letter, as he had promised yesterday. He replied, that 
upon consiileration, he did not tliiiik it necessary to give siicti 
answer to me, but that he would do so to those who w^re 
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entitled to ask for it. I requested an explanation of wliat he 
meant bjr this — and lie said be would explain his reasons to 
people of superior authority. 

I left Fort William in the afternoon, at about four u'clork, 
thid arrived at ^fontreal on the I4tb Sej^ember. 


Turs simple and corrccr detail of the most ex- 
traordinary outrage which was ever i*oininitled 
against the I^iws of a Civilized Countrv, by a 
person of the rank of Lord .Selkirk, will in itself 
create sufficient astonishment ; but it is impossible 
not. to advert to other circumstances connected 
with it, w hich still more aggravate the enormity 
of the transaction. 

The persons arrested, after Wing treated with 
itudied indignity and insult, were emlrarked as 
prisoners, under a guard of foreign .soldiers, in 
their own canoes, manned with their own ser- 
van(.s, but not prepared in the usual manner for 
the accommodation of passengers: others, fit for 
their conveyance, had been got ready by their 
Clerks, in which they were not allowed to em- 
bark i and those selected, were so Qvcrloade<l, us 
to place the passengers in imminent danger of llieir 
lives. There were above fifty canoes in the Fort, 
from which a sufficient nc^hber might easily have 
been appropriated for the sq/e conveyance of the 
prisoners, liad Lord Selkirk considered their safety 
of the most trifling importance. One canoe, in 
which three prisoners, Kenneth Mackenzie, Allan 
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Macdonell, and Jwlm M'Laughlin, were embarked^ 
was considerably under the usual size, and could 
not carry with saiety more than fifteen persons, 
with their baggage and provisions; yet entirely 
disregarding the representations and remonstrances 
made of Vlic danger ’to be apprehended, his Lord- 
ship ordered twenly-one persons to be embarked iu 
it, and, as had been predicted, in the passage on 
the Lake the canoe filled and upset, in conse- 
(jiwncc of hvimj no overloaded ; Mr. Mackenzie 
iind eight other persons w'cre drowned, and the 
survivors narrowly escaped with their lives*. 

I'o create delay, and prolong the confinement 
and the sufferings of the prisoners, the guard was 
ordered to convey them to Sandwich, in the 
Western District of Upper Canada, where tlie 
Warrant directed their commititil to the common 
gaol, at a distatiec of 600 miles from the Court 
which had legal juristliction of the case ; his Lord- 
ship having calculated upon their detention at 
Sandwich for some weeks, before tlieir liberation 
by v^'ril of Habeas Corpiis could take place. 

Fortunately, however, on llieir route to Sand- 
wich, they were obliged to pass through York, 
and the Judges and Attorney-General being then 
on Circuit at Kingston, the Governor ordered tha 

♦ IJow far the Earl of Selkirk is legally responsible for death thus 
happening, in the prosecution of an unwarrantable act, and while an 
innocent man was under conveyance by his orders in a state of unlaw- 
ful imprisonment, may perhaps be doubtful; but it cannot be doubted, 
that a heavy moral responsibility attaches to his Lordship in this trans* 
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guard to proceed there. ^Fhe Judges, finding the 
crfiiies charged in the Warrant were allwigeit to 
ha ve been conimiffed tn fha Indian Territory, 
directed the prisoners to l*e tiikcn to Montreal, 
and thus frustrated Ids Lordships plan, for sub- 
jecting these OOntlcnien to a prolonged and de- 
grading imprisonment. 

On their arrival at Montreal, (ho\ were brought 
before the Court of Kings Bench, and the most 
vindictive argumcnt.s were urged for their cmninit- 
ment. The crimes imputed to them u(‘rc very 
serious — no less than Iligh-trea.son, Con.^piraoy, 
and Murder! If there had been a .shadow of proof 
in supjKirt of such accusations, flic Conrl must 
have committed them ; but thev were, it bout he- 

t,' 

sitation, admitted to bail. 

The conduct of Lord Selkiik, in po.s.s(\s.sion 
of Fort William, was as intlelcn.sible as were the 
means by which he had acquired if. While ven- 
geance and rivaiship against the Proprietors and 
the Company, were his real motive.^ and feelings, 
in gratifying those passions he adopted the forms 
of justice ; and, as if conscious this would avail 
him little when the day of trial and retribution 
.should arrive, he employed the additional precau- 
tion of obtaining, by thre-^s or intrigue, from the 
astonished Clerks left in possession of the pro- 
perty, their sanction and ostensible warrant for 
his proceedings. While Mr. Vandersluys remained, 
he acted with coolness, firmness, and propriety; 
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but, after his departure, the other Clerks, con- 
founded at the scene [Missing around them, were 
induced to lit out canoes manned with their Em~ 
players^ people, and equipped with their property, 
to forward his Lordship’s expresses to the Interior, 
and to assist in his trade ; and it is certainly some 
apology for them, (hat u|)oii the least demur to 
the e.veculion of his mandates, a lile of men, with 
fixed bayonefs. was at hand, (o enlorce his Lord- 
ship’s commands. He turned out (he pciople to 
seek sheher where it could be Ibund, and refused 
the reiterated entreaties of the rem.iining Clerks, 
to permit about sixteen canoes, whose cargoes had 
been already assorted and made up (or the Trade, 
to proceed to their destination, 'riie Furs on hand, 
to the value of about 00,000/. were already, as ap- 
pears by his Letter, appropriated to his sjiecial in- 
dcmiiilicatioii lor losses he had sustained in iiis 
own sj»et“uiations, under (he ]n'etence that his 
projects had been injured by tlie owners of the 
property. 

Knowing the value iif the Norfli-West Coin- 
panv’s servants who wore to have proceeded in their 
service to the Interior. l<)r the winter trade, he 
enticed such of them as lu* cjuld persuade, or de- 
lude into his service, by preteiidiug a secret autho- 
rity lor all his aggnfssious on their masters, and 
by sd lodging that ho couhl release them Irom their 
engagements. Those whom he cotdd not debauch, 
were kept in useless inactivity at a grievous ex- 
pence, at a time when their .services were so essen- 

p 
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tial ; some who resisted these acts, were sent down 
to Canada, under pretext of being required as wit- 
nesses on the trial of their masters ; and others, 
his Lordship ordered in the King’s name to la- 
bour in his service. He imprisoned many at plea- 
sure, in order to. terrify them into submission, and 
to extract information, l»\ holding out to them the 
hope of release, or the terror of accusation*. 

As soon as intelligence of these lawless proceed- 
ings was received at Montreal, Mr. Richardson re- 
paired to Quebec, to layafufl account of thp parti- 
culars before Sir John Sherbrooke ; and Tdr. M‘Gil- 
livray followed the moment he was liberated from 
confinement. 

The Governor listened with attention to the 
complaints of these Gentlemen, and gave them every 
assurance tliat the Provincial Government would 
afford all the assistance in it.s power, con.sistent 
with ju-stico and impartiality, to those placed 
under its protection. More was not desired, but 
they were convinced extraordinary measures couUl 
alone rescue their property from the lawles.s ban- 
ditti who had pos.se.ssion of it, and who, it was 
evident, could not, on all occasions, bo controuled 
by their leader. 'rhe season was rapidly ad- 
vancing, amd the North-West iCompany enter- 
tained no doubt that the further object of Lord 
Selkirk (for which, indeed, ho had already made 
preparations), was to obtain possession of the com- 

• See the Depositioiib oi* Hubert Cowie, a vt Robert M'Robb, ii; 
the Appcndiic, Xos. XXI. Lod XXJT 
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immicatiou between Lake Superior and the Inte- 
rior, and to prevent any information of the oceur- 
reiices at Fort William, excepting' such as were 
favourable to his own objr'cts, reaching the Win- 
tering Stations. Allhough the parties he had dis- 
patched for this purpose were not sufficiently nu- 
merous to ad hostilely agiiinst the Trading Posts, 
still the impi’c.s.sion the whole proceeding was cal- 
culated to produce on all persons having charge 
of the Company’s Concerns, and wliich could not 
be i-emoved by correct information, was much to 
be apprehended ; and fjord JSelkirk might succeed, 
by intimidation, or by reinforcing, in spring, the 
parties now sent forward to intercept the returns 
of the winter’s trade, which he could either de- 
tain in the Interior, or send down from Lake Win- 
nipic to Hudson’s Bay. The North- We-st Com- 
pany ('ould place no ntliance on his Lordship's 
abstaining from auv measures which might com- 
plete their ridn, and in this manner he mig'ht ob- 
tain jK)sscssion of their property in the country, to 
the extent pndnibly of 2->t),U0i)/. 

Sir John Sherbrooke, iin[)repared for an emer- 
geiK'y he could not coJitemplate, even from the 
preceding intelligence of the transactions at the 
Red River, found it necessary to proceed with ex- 
treme caution and deliberation. He had proba- 
bly no instructions trom His Majesty’s Ministers, 
what course to pursue in the disj>ntes which they 
must have l»ecu aware would arise between the 
parties in fho Indian Couniri/. Upon reference, 

p2 
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however, to the Antliorities at Quebec, it 

was found that Fori Willinni. the scene of titis 
last outrnjre, \\ai> situ<ife(f m ffi<‘ nc.v/orc l)i sh irt 
of Upper Canada*, ami Sir John Slu'i hnniKo u as 
desirous uf eonsiiltinu Mr. (lore, llu’ C i\il Gover- 
nor of that Province, then at ^ orl\. lesitcctinij: the 
measures whicit if niirrhf he evpedienf for them to 
fake jointly, on fl:e oeva^ioe. 

In the mean time, in the lio|;e lhal tiie Gover- 
nor might be induced j»roin|)tly (o interfere, am! to 
send up an Offitter witli .>itiHicienl force and autho- 
rity, to restore to them jmsses.sion f)f their pro- 
perty, the Xorlli-We.sf (’onipitiy had ctjuippt'd 
two briffades of canoes at Montreal, manned vvifli 
Camadians and Iroipioi-s Indians, to bring down 
the Furs tor embarkation to Knglaud. The.se, 
with the CKception of two • aiio^s left behind to 
take up the expected Authority, were «]ispatched 
under the command of Mr. De Rocheblave, one of 
their Partners, to wait at the JSuuIf, St. Mary’s, 
the entrance to liake Supeiior, (or further direc- 
tions. When it was a.-^certained tiiat .some delay 
must take plaee iu the decision of the Government 
at Quebec, and that Fort Wiilium was within the 


^ That Fort William^ th<i scene of .*^elkirk s last outrage, 1% 
within the limits of Canada, and not within tftc debat talk j^round*' 
of the Iludsoifs Bay Company, is iiicontestil>le. The French had a 
Fort or Station, < ulled hy them CamanhCi^o^tn^ nearly at the place 
now calieti Fort William, and upon the river now called Kaininisti* 
guia, more than a ct ntury ago.— See LaJioutain’s Travels, v^J i. p, ^14, 
of the English Translatioii 
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jurisdiction of Upper Canada, Mr. Henry Macken- 
zie was dispatched to that Province with the ne- 
cessary witnesses, to oi)tain Warrants from the 
pro|X!r Authorities for the apprehension of Lord 
Selkirk. Mr. M'Gillivray followed towards York, 
and, on his route, met Govenior’Gore proceeding 
to Quebec ; but as the navigation would be closed 
before any njeasiirc could be taken, in co i.seijucuce 
of the meeting between the Governors, lie detcr- 
luitied to follow the ordinary legal process for 
rtidress. AWrrants were granted by a Magistrate 
of (lie ^^’estern District of Upper Canada, on evi- 
fhuice of I/Ord iselkirk's outrages, and Mr. Smith, 
the Undi'r Slierilf, with an assistant, was ordered 
to carry them into execution. They proceeded 
forthwith to join Mr. De Rocheblave at the Sault, 
but so much time had been lost in making these 
various arrangements, (hat the plan wa.s entirely 
frustrated by the lateness of the season. 

Mr. De Kocheblave, w ith his party, reached the 
Sa^ilt, St. Mary's, on the 19th of October; and, 
having no iidormation of (he proceedings at Que- 
Im-'c or in Upper Canada, us a preliminary mea- 
sure, he .sent on to Fort William, a constable 
and twehe men with Criminal Warrants issued 
against Lord Selkirk luid the De Meui'on Oflieers, 
by Dr, Mitchell of St. Joseph's. This constable 
arrived at Fort ^YilliaIn on the 7th November, 
and executed the Warrant, by arresting his Lord- 
ship and the Foreign Oflieers, At first his Lord- 
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^ii{ possli)/}' eQm(/evin<r //e /uk/ fftwe //r 
recede, and knowing the constable had not snfli- 
cient force to compel his submission, he icfuscd 
obedience to his authority. The constable was 
placed under a guaixl of six soliliers, who eon- 
stantly attended lutn while he remained, but in a 
day or two he was ordered to leave the F(^rt*. 

Atler tlispatchino; the constable to Fort Wil- 
liam, Mr. [}e Rocheblave and his part\ remained 
about a fortnight at the Sault, in hopes of obtain- 
iu" further instructions, or authority from Canada; 
and at length, the season l)eing far ad\anced, 
provisions becoming .scarce', and the men growing 
impatient, they had actually set out on their r(‘turn 
to Canada, when, in Lake Huron, they met the 
8heritr, Mr. Smith, proceeding to join them. 
They immediately roiiirned to the Saidt, and e»a-. 
barked on board the Xorth-\\Vst Company's 
Schooner, Invincible, to cro.s.s Lake Superior : a 
gale of wind ensuing, the Schooner >vas unfortu- 
nately wrecked, and totally lost on the lihh No- 
vember. The crew and passengers were saved, 
but having no other conveyance, and being unable 
to continue their attempt to re;U.“h F'ort William^ 
they w’ere dbliged to return, and arrived at Mon- 
treal on the 28th December, after a most futi^uing 
journey, pertbrmed chieHy on foot. 


♦ See Appendix, No. XXIX, 
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Thus Loixl Selkirk remains for the winter in 
quiet possession of the Nortli-West Company’s 
Depot and Property ; aiifl it appears further, that 
he has been extremely active in extending his de- 
predations, and taking forcible possession of all 
the other Trading Posts and Property within his 
reach. 

One detachment of De Meuron soldiers was 
sent to Fonddn Lac, tl>e Trading Post on tlie River 
St. Louis, which falls into the west end of Lake 
Stiperior, n ithin iho American territory, as recog- 
nized in tunner and recent Treaties, where Mr. 
Grant, who had charge, was taken prisoner, and 
deprived of the property in his possession. The 
merchandize seized at this station had paid duties 
to the American Government, and was jointly the 
property of the North-West Company and of Ame- 
rican Citizens u ho %vere interested in this part of 
the Trade. 

Another detachment of his Lordships soldiers 
was sent round the Posts on Lake Sujierior, si- 
tuated to the eastward of Fort William ; and Mr. 
Mackintosh, the Partner at Michipicoton, Avas 
taken prisoner. 

During Mr. De Rocheblave’s detention at (he 
Sault, waiting for the Sherifl', as already stated, a 
party of De Meuron soldiers arrived with these 
Gentlemen in custody, proceeding to Canada, in 
canoes belonging to the North-West Company, 
and navigated by their servants. !^Ir. De Roche- 
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Wave took the canoes Ifoni ihe De Meuroa guard, 

bat did not furtlicr iiitorfore with them or their 
prisoners. 'Vhese la''t procccdcH, liou'cver, oi fii^tr 
otrn jnstijication. and ■sun'i ndercd ihiinstd^ns In 
the Authorities in Lower (‘iinada, wlicrr? thev weA:e 
admitted to bail on the acViisations preterred 
against them. 

O 

Another pirty, under the ( ommand ol Mr. l’’id- 
ler, wa.s dispatclied by Lord Selkirk to seize tiie 
North-West Company’s Post at Lac la Pimp, on 
the communication from Lake Superior to the In- 
terior. Mr. Dense, a Clerk of the North-West. 
Company, who was in charge of this post, refused 
to surrender it ; and as Mr. Fidlcr was not pre- 
pared with sufficient means to obtain pos.session by 
force, he wiu obliged to retivn, and report his 
proceedings to Lord Selkirk. Hi.s Loi-dship, to 
remedy this failure, .sent off Captain D’Ursounens, 
w ith a party of soldiers and two field-pie€e.s, w’ho 
regularly investeil and blockaded the place. Mr. 
Dease had with him only seven men, who de- 
pended for their subsistence on fishing, tuid a 
quantity of “ /oW aroinc," a species of wild rice 
which had been collected in the swamps adjoining 
the Lake during autumn,' and deposited till it 
could be (fonveyed to the Fori in winter, lieing 
depri^'ed of these supplies by Captain D'Orson- 
nens’ blockade, and that Officer having sent him 
notice, that he could not be answerable for the con-- 
(kict of kis sotdterSf if they should be Airtber re- 
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iiisted) Mr. Pease was compelled, by the clrciuu- 
stances ia which he was placed, to surrender. 
This station, after Fort William, is the most im- 
portant to tlie security of the Trade, as it is situ- 
ated upon the immediate commuaicution to the 
Interior, and is a diicf depot foe the stores and 
provisions of the North-West Company. 

It is also stated in recent letters, that Lord Sel- 
kirk had made preparations to erect a Fort be- 
tween Lake Superior and Lac do la Pluie, at the 
point where, in his 'jiidijment, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Territories commence ; and that he 
has removed from Fort William into the adjacent 
territory of the United States, one of the wooden 
buildiiif^s or stores belonging to the North-West 
Company. To both points he was opening- u inter 
roads*, and it is understood he intended to remove 
the property out of the jurisdiclion of Canada, as 
best suited his puqjosc, either within the alledged 
boundaries of the Hudson’s Bay Company, or en- 
tiiely beyond the controtd of British authority. 
The Fort between Lake Superior and Lac la 
Pluie is evidently intended to cut off all commu- 
nication of the North-West Comjiany’s distant 
Posts with Canada, on the opening of the naviga- 
tion, and thus, by intercepting supjdics, to reduce 


♦ A winter road Js fiirmed, by racrrly cutting away troe.s and brnsli- 
wood, so 4US to open an av«nue tiirouglj ibe woods, whicb become? u 
good sleigh roady so soon ns a sufficient ipiaatity of snow has fallen to 
cover the ground. 


Q 
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the Tmders to submission, and to obtain posses- 
sion of the returns of their Trade. 

The result of the deliberations of Sir John Sher- 
brooke and Governor Gore, founded upon the in- 
formation they ]X)ssessed, previous to Mr. M‘Gil- 
livray and Mr. Mackenzie’s journey to Upper Ca- 
nada, and Mr. Do Rochebla\e's expedition to the 
Sauk, was the np|)oiiitment of Messrs. CoUman 
and f ietchcr, GcuMcmen of unimpeachable cha- 
racter and independence, to examine into all the 
occurrences which had taken place, aiul with full 
power to act as cinaimstanccs mijjht dictate. Not- 
withstanding the assiaued jurisdiction of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, upon full consideration of the 
case by the Executive Council, these Gentlemen 
were authorized to aci throuahout the Indian Ter- 
ritories as speciliod in the 4drd of the King ; and 
although the Canadians may not obtain rejwation 
for the past, they expect from the mission of these 
Gentlemen, protection to their Trade lor tiie fu- 
ture, if the authority they have derived from the 
Provincial Governors .shall be fully ami aui])ly con- 
firmed by His Majesty’s Ministers. The Commis- 
.sioners only left Montreal for Upper Canada, 
where it was necessary to obtain their ultimate 
insfnjcfious, on the 8th of '^November, but> as 
mjglit have been e\[»ccted, from the late season, 
they found it impossible to reacit Fort William. 
Having received their final instructions at Ywk, 
(hey however made the attempt, and proceeded 
by way of Luke Siracoc, towards Lake Huron; 
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but at the head of the Notawasaga River, finding 
ice already formed in considerable quantities, 
they returned to York, from \\'hence they will 
proceed in the spring, and they may possibly 
reach Fort William in the beginning of June. 

It has been justly observed, by a writer in one 
f)f the Public Journals of Montreal, that in the 
discussions which have taken place in print in 
Canada, Lord Selkirk has deri\ed an advantage 
even from the enormity of the offences of which he 
stands charged, arwf that his conduct appears so 
incredible, that it is ditTicuit to persuade the pub- 
lic, that any person in possession of his reason and 
senses, should have so committed himself. If this 
remark applies with any force to what has been 
already stated, the following transaction, which 
closes so far the history of his Lordship’s proceed- 
ings, (and intelligence of which has only been re- 
ceived, after the preceding part of the Narrative 
had been written), requires all the proof which 
is offered in support of it, to give it even the sanc- 
tion of iwobability. 

Of all tile Partners of the North-West Com- 
pany who were arrested on the same chorees at 
Fort William, and who joined in the Protest re- 
cited in Mr. Vandershiys’ Journal, Mr. Daniel 
Mackenzie W'as atone detained, as it now appears, 
to answer an especial purpose of the I'hble Lord's. 
This person had been for several years at variance 
with hU Partners, and after some tedious legal 

q2 
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prAcccdin'is, had consented, pr&nom to the cap. 
tuTc of Fort WnVitim, to vctiTC the Concetn, 
on the condition of bein|' aiiowcd to retain, (in 
cajifomitv nifh the prmisions in the Ariicies of 
Cn\\\\s\\\y, {v\v velivotior disahlctl Partners) the 
profit of Intlf' n sfmrc (hr seven wars, hnt mthout 
any pov- cr of inter (<Tenci* in t/'cir afiaiVs. Disap- 
pointed in Iris nojjoeiation nith Messrs. Vaiider- 
sluys atif! M 'l’avlsh, FiOrd Selkirk considered it 
iicct‘.''sary to devise sonh- odier expedient to con- 
firw the title he had acLjnired hy militaVv seizure, 
to Ills plniidor e.t I-ort William, and, with a full 
(if Mr. M(n'l;< particular si/ua- 
and !t !\i(!^' upon the irfakupsn of hia habits, 
if vv.is coneeiM’d he might he (^inverted into a fit 
instnimeiii f(>r (Ui.s pnrpo. e. 

It Is only necessary to rof r to Mr. Mackenzie’s 
I)c})osil:on before Messrs. Coltnran and Fletcher, 
(ho Conitnissiotiers appointed by the Canarlian 
Govenrinent. for a fall account of the Conspiracy 
attenrpted by Lord Selkirk and his Agents, against 
tire property and peisoris of the North-West Com- 
pany, by the practices impo.sed upon this unfortu- 
nate person. — Kept in a con.stant state of intoxica- 
tion. under an impression tl^at hiS life was in 
danger, and relieved from different states of im- 
pri.soninent ; fast, from solitary confinement in a 
dungeon, gradually a.s he lent, himself to the infa- 
mous proposals of his Gaolers, he was at length 
reduced to a state of passive imbecility, and in 
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t)iat situation, was made to assist in the desi<rns 
of liord Selkirk, as he states in his examination. 
He was first compelled to copy letters dictated by 
Lord Selkirk and his satellites, to tlie Partners and 
Clerks in the Interior, giving them an account of 
the total ruin of tKe Company ; ‘that the country 
teas declared in a state of rebellion, and all com- 
munication interdicted, and reconinicnding these 
Partners to provide for their separate interests by 
a submission to Lord Selkirk; he was then, as 
acting for the Company, made to convey to his 
Lordship all the property which had been sei.:ed at 
p'ort William. After complying with these terms, 
he was immediately released ; and, as far as he 
could make atonement for his conduct to his Part- 
ners, before he could have any communication 
with them, he npf)ears to have attempted it, by 
the Protest* before the Notai’y and Magistrate, at 
St. Joseph’s, against his own actions, as having 
been practised upon, in a state of perpetual in- 
toxication and rigorous confinement. 

It is essential to refer to the documents which 
were preserved and delivered by Mr. Macken- 
zie himself to the Commissioners, to form a just 
idea of the mean and disgraceful arts that had 
been practised upon him. By one of* those acci- 
dents which often lead to the detection of feloni- 
ous conspiracies, the original drafts of the letters 
he had written, and of the acts he had signed, 

were retained by Mr. Mackenzie, or rather allowed 
r- 

* Appendix, No. XXVIII. (L). 
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The fH/ferent /he/'df tuv drawn oat with ad the 
legal kno\> ledgc whii.li Lord' Selkirk possesses, in 
strict conformity with his proposition in the paper 
marked F, signed by his Lordship tuid Mr. Mac- 
kenzie, and attested by all his dependants at Fort 
William. 


It is iinjxjssiblc to refrain from making some 
comment on tins infamous pioce<‘diiig. The Con- 
spiracy is not only intended to fleprive the North- 
West Company (>f their property, although it will 
hardly strengthen Lord Selkirk's original title to 
it, but the letters, especially that to Cuthbert 
draot, the Half-breed, who led the party in the 
conflict with whom Mr. Semple lost his life, are 
evidently intended to tamper with ovidence on 
which the lives of the parties accused afo depend- 
ent. Tba^ his Lord.ship wa^ as much convinced 
at the date of these letters^ as at that of ,tlieir ar- 
rest, not only of their iimocencc, but of the ab- 
solute impossibility of their having been impli- 
cated in ihe crimes of whi<h he has, accused them, 


♦ 4«>eiidi«,No. XXVni. 
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ibe parties never doubted; that Mr. Macltenzie 
is equa% innocent, they are well aware ; but under 
all the cti^nastances of Lotd Selkirk’s conduct, 
they cannot but ccmsider tlie disclosure of this Con-* 
spiracy^ as an additional proof of bis own convio 
tion, that he liad not the smallest particle of evi- 
dence to justify their arrest, notwithstandinj^ he 
was in possession, by means M'hich no person will 
be found to justify, of their most confidential 
communications and correspondence. Lord Sel- 
kirk had evidently But one object in his accusa- 
tions and arre.sts — to terrify the North-West Com- 
jxiny into a compromise beneficial to bis own inte- 
rests ; and if the proposal to Messrs. Vandersluys 
and M'Tavish, to assign the property, will not 
quite bear out the inference, that his Lordship was 
willing to compound a felony for his own pecuniary 
advantage, there is no want of proof of it, in his 
conduct towards Mr. Mackenzie, who was uncon- 
ditionally liberated the moment he had answered 
the purposes for which he had been confined. 

The persons interested in the Fur Trade in this 
country, connected with the North-West Company, 
have thought it noce.ssary to bring these facts be- 
fore the Public, in answer to the calumnies of 
Lord Selkirk. They have abstained fiom strength- 
ening their case by commentary or argument, and 
leave those who may think the subject sufficiently 
interesting to read lliis Pamphlet, to draw the in- 
ferences which the facts themselves suggest. 

Lord Selkirk has, in his publication, given a 
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tolerably correct account of the Constitution of 
the North-West Company. From the conquest of 
Canada to the present time, the same parties, resi- 
dent in England and Montreal, have invested and 
risked the capital which has enabled the Traders 
in the Interior, with success to extend their com- 
merce from the limits of Canada to the Frozen 
and Pacific Oceans, while their Chartered Rivals, 
with all the advantages of their e.xclusive pri- 
vileges, and easy communication through Hudson's 
Bay, have been imenterprisiilg and unsuccessfuL 
To those who have examined the principles upon 
which commercial interest;* and prosperity depend, 
this will not occasion surprize. Superiority of 
management, and of capital which has enabled 
the Canadians to extend their discoveries, at the 
same time they maintained their prior establi>sh- 
ments : The very Constitution of their Associa- 
tion founded upon a just distribution of profit 
between those who furnish tlie capital, and 
those who conduct its administration in the 
Trade; these latter, deeply interested in the 
success of their exertions, always ready to un- 
dergo hardships of a land little known in Europe, 
and perhaps unequalled in any other part of the 
world, and which cannot be expected from the 
servants of a Company, whose salaries are fixed, 
and who have no odier interest in the profit which 
may result from their own exciirtions ; such are the 
means by which the Trade of the North-West 
Company has b«^ rendered profitable to them- 
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solves, bonelicial to the country, and, at lust, 
an objoc* of envy to the Eai’l nf Selkirk. 

Wiiethor this Trade can or ca’mot be retained 
to reg ard the industry of tlio;:e who have esta- 
blish(;d it, depends upon the promptness of the 
measures adopted to compel Lord* Selkirk to restore 
his plunder to the lawful owners of the property, 
and to remove all iinpedimeuts to the freedom of 
communication in the Indian Country. The North- 
We.st Company iuc (iilly sati.-dkd that their claims, 
and their complaints on the .subject of these out- 
mges, have met with every attention from Lord 
Bathurst, and they feel assured, that \mtil a con- 
tirmation of liOrd Selkirk’s assumed rights, takes 
place in the Courts of Justice in England, no 
{ittempt will be ])cnnittcd by His Majesty's Go- 
vernment ti) le-establi.sh this unfortunate Colonv. 
To the parties in England conecined in the Com- 
pany, the dekrminalion of Goveriimcnt in this re- 
sf)cct may 1)0 of Ios.s material consequence, as, if it 
be thought expedient to sacrilice the 'rrade for the 
encouragenK’iit of LonI Selkirk’s schemes, they 
can withdraw their capital, and .seek veijaration 
for the injustice they have hithevU» sustained, by 
the ordinary course of law, which is open and 
equal to all classes of their countrymen.* To those, 
however, ^vholuvve s|>cntthe best part of their lives, 
and many of xvhom have irrotrievahly ruined tlu'ir 
coi^titutious, by the e.xlrcme exertions necessary 
in a rigorous climate, in the ynosccution of mi 
arduous, and, as they have till now been taught 

R 
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to believe, useful and respectable undertaking, 
the case is widely different ; and to them, any de- 
cision which will leave Lord Selkirk in tem- 
porary possession of his spoliation, or iu the 
exercise of his assumed authority, will be fatal. 
One season’s interruption in the communication 
must ruin their trade ; and, unfit for any other oc- 
cupation, and too old in inaiiy instances to chmige 
their habits, or to apply the talents or means they 
possess to other objects, they will find themsehes 
at a late period of their lives, deprived of possibly 
the only resource on which they can depend for 
their present existence or future support. These 
persons are mostly the sons of Highland Gentle- 
men, Clergymen, and Farmers, w ho left their own 
country at an early age, to embark in an undertak- 
ing, which, eveiF from its dHficulties and adven- 
tures, held out an inducement to the enterprising 
spirit which distinguishes their country. After 
spending many years in the various gradations 
through which it is necessary to pass to obtain an 
interest in the Concern, and a prospect of rew ard 
and remuneration for their toils and labour, thev 
find themselves at last sacrificed to the restless and 
rapacious projects of a person whose fortune and 
influence, instead of being a{^lied tc^ the benefit 
and advantage of his country in his proper sphere, 
have been wasted and misapplied in undertakings 
ruinous to himself, destnictive to others, and dis- 
graceful to fai^ character and station. 
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It is possible, that in some of the letters written 
by persons dependant on the North-West Com- 
pany, the Noble Lord will find expressions hostile 
to his interests, and by gambling these documents, 
may present accusations to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, which may,’ prima yhete,* carry with them 
some semblance of probability ; and it is not de- 
nied, that violences have been committed on both 
sides, AA’hich are extremely to be regretted : but 
the North-\\"est Company challenge the most mi- 
nute investigation mto their conduct, with only 
such allowance as may fairly be made in that of 
their servants, who have, on some occasions, 
against their express orders, retaliated for injuries 
they had pre\'iously sustained. They have always 
represented the impossibility, in such a country, 
and at such a remote distance from legal restraint, 
of repressing the acts of lawless individuals, tvho 
may falsely represent themselves to be sanctioned 
by authority. As stated in the representations 
made to Government on the subject, before Lord 
Selkirk’s interference in the Trade, the Canadians 
had sometimes, and especially in the contests of 
rival Traders, complaints to make on this subject, 
which gave rise to the Act of the 43rd of the King ; 
and if that authority had not been disputed, and 
attempts had not been made to substitute in its 
place a jurisdiction, w’hich it was openly avowed 
would not be acknowledged by one of the parties, 
the difficulties which have arisen, might have been 
avoided. 

n 2 



The North-West Compsiny liavc been at all 
times ready and anxious to meet questions of rio:ht 
in the Courts of this country, and would padly 
have instituted proceedings to ascertain them, 
if they could have removed the legal impedi- 
ments in their way- They have directly offerc<l 
to Government to proceed at their own expence 
to try by scire facias, or qao u-arranto, the 
rights of the Hudson's Bay Company ; but this it 
has been deemed inexpedient to comply with, or 
to submit the prerogative of the Crown in the 
case, to discussion in the Courts of Common Law, 
How it will be otherways possible ultimately to 
decide upon these claim-s, for a decision cannot be 
long postjx»ned, they are not aware, unless by some 
proceeding in- Parliament, either to <;oniirm the 
Grant without examination, or to jirovide for its 
limitation. If the question in tliis wa> assumes 
the shape of expediency and justice, instead of 
law, the North-West Company have some claims 
on the consideration of their ciaiutry, in opjKJsi- 
tion to those of the Hudscnfs Bay Company and 
their Grantee, which even their enemies cannot 
deny them. 

They have, with a spirit of liberality and ex- 
pence, in many instances unrequited by the result 
of their undertaking.s, e.xplored the whole Conti- 
nent of North America, and ascertained the geo- 
graphical situation of almost every river and dis- 
trict of those immense regions. They have re- 
cently established a considerable and thriving Co- 
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Umy on the Banks of' Uie Columbia River, on the 
Pacific Ocean, in direct communication with their 
ISetl lenients in Canada, and are now extending 
their inland Trade southward to the Spanish Set- 
tlements of California, and northward to those of 
the Russians at New ArchangeL They have at 
this time upwards of 3(H) Canadians employed in 
Shis 'frade, between the Rocky Mountains and the 
sea; and they have dispatched three sliijis round 
Capo Horn, with supplies, all of which have 
taken cargoes of Fm\s from' Columbia, for sale to 
till* Canton market in China. 

'J'iioy relcr, without fear of disappointment, to 
the various Cineruors, who have been appointed 
since thecouquest ofCanada, to that Province, foran 
aeeonnt of their conduct as loyal and useful mem- 
bers of its coinuuinity. In the late war, they may 
at least .say their e.vertions were useful in its de- 
fence; (lu y raised a corps of Voyageurs, of w'hich 
they served as officers, 'ivilhout pay, and without 
emohmierit ; and theirstores, vcssids, and provisions, 
were always reuiiy at tint call of the military or 
naval commanders for the public service. The 
injluesice jof thi.* Fur I'raders with the Indians was 
then duly appreciated, and they had the satisfac- 
tion of finding, that when under thcin eontroiil, 
there was neither danger of cruelty or excess in 
(he cauployment of these auxiliaries, in the defence 
of the country, Difring the M’ar, while the pro- 
perty of private individuals w^as respected by the 
enemy, that of the North-West Company enjoyed 
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dle)t<)fiotfrab!e, althouf^li to tliem imfbrfnnafe, dis- 
tinction of confiscation us national proja’rfy ; and 
were on all occasions considered by the Ame- 
rican Government as identified with that of 
Canada. 

The attempt tit colonization made in the Red 
River^ was, in its ofi«^in, objectionable in every 
res|)ect to the Fur Traders, and they do not deny> 
that (except in (lu* protection and assistance they 
considered it their dutv to aflbnl to their siitlcr- 
ing conntrvnien), after having ascertained the real 
object which the plans of Lord Selkirk were in- 
tended to cover, they have done all in their power 
to render these schemes abortive ; nor have (hey 
scrupled to represent to the Colonists (he hazard to 
which they subjected themselves. 'I'heir conduct 
in this respect they have no hesitation in acknow- 
ledging; they had none in informing Lord Sel- 
kirk, at the time his speculation was j)rojected, of 
their views with respect to it ; and they will only 
be convinced that their conduct has been unjusti- 
fiable, when he shall establish bis right to eject 
them from their possessions and trade, by the 
Grant made to Iiim ; and when he shall show by 
what authority he was entitled to form and esta- 
blish siicli a Colonv, m defiance of: the Kind’s 
Proclamation of the 7th October, 1763. 

The Directors of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
not only disavow all connection with Lord Selkirk, 
but even a knowledge of liis more recent and vio- 
lent proceedings. They say that he has acted on.. 



his own awi jtipit, not ^mr 

ccroed to the in»i«i4^ieii» oxhick lulixe htken pUee 
out of their territories. Tirio may be true, bot 
these Oentlemen certainly sent out Agents to ett>> 
gage men, and equip expeditions froin Canada the 
preceding year, and it is understood that a large 
proportion of the canoe-men who acconapanied 
Lord Selkirk, were their servants. There may 
have been much rivalship in the Trarle of the In*- 
tcrior, but the Can^ians no more expected tliot 
this Company, whose Charter wan granted for a 
direct Trade to Hudson’s Bay, would attempt to 
carry it on from Montreal , Uian they could expect that 
the Bast India Company should send parties from 
Canton to rival their establislmients on the Cpluia- 
bia. The wliole proceeding, however, there can 
be little doubt, had but one object — to drive the 
Xorth-West Company from the ^Trade, and obtain 
the monopoly of it ; and, however sincere Lord 
Selkirk may originally have been in his plans of 
colonization, the Colony was subsequently con- 
verted into an engine to effect this object, and (o 
cxjx;l every Canadian from the Indian Country. 

It appeal’s further necessary on the part ol' the 
North-West Company, and especially of those 
who represent their interests in England, that 
they should acquit themselves of any inattention 
to those interests, in not having laid before His 
Majesty’s Government every information in their 
power, and their just claims for the protection of 
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their persons and property, by the due execution of 
the laws of their country, as fiir as this might have 
been practicable under all the circumstances of 
the case. The follow'ing statement will show they 
were not supine in this respect. 

In February 1814, a Memorial was presented 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, stating 
the difficulties which the American War had oc- 
casioned to the North-West Trade, and that the 
only manner in which it could be preserved, \^ onhl 
be by opening a direct cominunieation with their 
Posts through Hudson’s Bay; and in this Memo- 
rial, the decision of His Majesty’s Government 
with respect to the rights ot‘ the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, and a definition of the boundaries with- 
in which these rights w'ere limitorl, was earnestly 
prayed for*. Early in 1815, a Letter was received 
by the North-West Company from t lie Cnder Se(n>e- 
tary for the Colonics, inclosing another from the 
Earl of Selkirk, in w Inch he required the protec- 
tion of Government tor his Colony, against the 
dangers with W'hich it w’as threatened by the In- 
dians, at the instigation of the North- fVrst Corn- 
pang: to this the reply, dated the 18th Marcli, 
1815, was sent, and a copy of this, as Avell ju* 
some other subsequent applications (rom the re- 
presentatives of the North-West Company to Go- 
vernment, will be found in the Appendix'K The 


* .See Appendix, No. X.XIII, 

t Sec Appendix, Nos. XXIV. XXV. XXVI. aud XXVU, 
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Verbal answers they received to these communica- 
tions w ere, tliat Government would attend to the 
sulyeci, tchivh was one of great dijficulty; and the 
North-West Company can only add to this State- 
ment, th(!ir sincere regret, that the evils foretold 
in all their communications, have’so soon follow^ed 
them. 


s 




POSTSCRIPT 


After the preceding Narrative had been t 
to the Press, a Pamphlet made its appeara 
in the circle of I^ord Selkirk’s friends, entit 
‘‘ Statement respecting Lord Selkirk’s Settlenr 
at Kildonan ; its Destruction, in the years L 
‘‘ and 1816 ; and tl>e Massacre of Governor Se 
“ pic and his Party.” — A little explanation is o 
requisite, to convert this cunihd Statement i 
strong corroborative proof of the general correctn 
of the details contained in the Narrative, so 
as the Author of the Pamphlet has been pleased 
continue his account of these transactions. 

The publication commences by deploring, th 
the plans of colonization prosecuted by 1 
Lordship, have given rise to much and gre 
misrepresentation;’’ which no person, after p 
rusing the following remarks on the statemen 
containetl in it, will be inclined to doubt. 

T’he lirst observation which it is necessary . 
notice, is that made on the Protest entered L 
several Proprietors of Hudson’s Bay Company 
Stock, against the Grant to Lord Selkirk. Ther 
is no difficulty in at once admitting, as fiu* a^ th 
admission (;an be serviceable to his Lordship’; 
C5i.se, that the per.sous connected with the North 
VN'^est Conjpany, whose names are affixed to th< 
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Protest, became Proprietors of Stock to defeat the 
designs they were aware, from Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie’s information, were then meditating 
against their Trade, 'I'he Protest, however, as a 
Protest of Hudson’s Bay Proprietors, must stand 
on its own merits, and it must always be remem- 
bered, that it was signed by every person present 
at the Meeting, except Lord Selkirk and ike 
Members of the Direction, and that the first signa~ 
hires, are those of the tiro largest holders, (I^ord 
Selkirk always excepted), of the Company's Stock, 
and who were perfectly unconnected with, and 
tminihiencedby the wislies or interest of the North- 
West Company. 

To proceed to the more material parts of this 
“ Statement,” and taking them in order, we find 
an account of the “ plans adopted for the dcstruc- 
** tion of his Lordship’s Colony, at the annual 
“ meeting of the North-West Company’s Partners 
“ at Fort William, in the summer of 1814." 
The only difference between this account and that 
of the North-West Company, is, that these plans 
were adopted by the latter in self-defence ; and the 
candid and entire omission of the preceding con- 
duct of liis Lordship and his Agents, which ren- 
dered such measures expedient, is fortunately sup- 
plied in the Narrative, for th i information of the 
public*. It is only necessary to refer tb his Lord- 

^ The North ‘West Company are little solicitous by what name these' 
plans are called, wlietlier for resistance to the assumed authoritr/ and 
tevritorial rights Lord Selkirk j or the Hudson^ s Bay Company^ or fojr 
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ship’s Letter, “ inmfe custody^' of the 18th ofp.sa, Nam- 
June, 1812, the Proclamation of his Governor, ofr'w, Warr*- 
the 8th January, 1814, and the outrages and rob- "'^'^ 

ISeries openly committed by him during the ^vinter, 
against the persons and the property of the North- 
West Company, attested by tlic evidence of Settlers 
and Servants who were engaged in Uiese aifairs, 
and which appear in the Correspondence between 
Lord Selkirk and Sir Goi’don IJrnmnwnd, to hav« 
been proved to His Evcellcucy’.s :;atislaction. 

If these outrages wTll not jnstily the violent lan- 
guage ascribed to Mr. Alexander Macibnell in bis 
Letter, and in his determination to delendwhat 
Mr. Cameron and he, considered the riyhts of tlie i>. i^. ftaa. 
Canadians m the Interior, they will at least ac- 
count fur it : and in all tire subsequent transactions, 
it will be invariably Ibund, that every violence 
which it is alledged has been committed by the 
Canadians, lias been occasioned by some previous 
outrage on the part of Lord Selkirk's followers. 

The account which fidlows, from page 13 to 32, 
ofMr. Mac(biiell and Mr. Cameron’s conduct in 
the Interior, in prosecution of the “ plans adopted 
*“ ll»r the destruction of the Colony," bears to some 
extent the appearance of probability; and it is 
not impossible, both these Gentlemen had used 
their influence with the Settlers, to desert a Coloqy 
established w ithout Legal Authority, and which was 

the (lestniction of his Lorihhips CoUmy; they only protest against the 
word Colony f including the lives and properties of the poor and inof« 
fensive persons engaged in it^ whom it ha* constantly been their enmcft 
desu’e to aid and protect. 
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evidently intended to ruin their interests and trade. 
Did the Noble Lord really supfwse that these per- 
sons would quietly submit to his notice as Land- 
lord*, to quit the posts they occupied ; or, that 
they shoidd not provide against the physical means 
which were acciunulaling to ciitbrcc that notice, and 
which they had his own assurance, would be so ap- 
plied, wherever they were sufTicicnt for the purpose ? 
The case made out by his Lordship against Mr. Ca- 
wcroir’r, reliev es, io a certain degree, (he unfiivour- 
able impression of his conduct which existed even 
on the minds of his connexions, in consequence of 
reports spread by the Agents of liOrd Selkirk and 
the Iluilson’s Bay Company. It h:is befiirc been 
asserted in the Narrative, that the cannon were 
hronght to the Colony by the Settlers, and it now 
appears that they were so brought in conse(|uence 
of orders issued hy Mr. Cameron. 'I'liis Oentlc- 
man is unfortunately unable to answer (lie charges 
of his accusers, from their having ///cr/a/Zy confined 
and .sent him to Hudson’s Bay ; and the’se charges 
are principally grounded on report ; but if he is 
able to give as satisfactory reasons for the rest of 
ir. his conduct, as he assigns in his Letter of the 3d 
April to Mr. Archibald Macdonald, for having 

* See Narrative, p. St. 

f Mr. Caraeron was appointed, by a Comml.ssion from Sir Ceo. Pre- 
vost, to the rank of Captain in the Indian and Conquered Countries, 
daring the war; but he certainly had no greater right to assume tliat 
rank in the Red River, thai^ the Officers of Governor Macdonell*8 ap- 
poIntiTient, 
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authorized the Settlers to take possession of the 
guns, it will not require much additional justid- 
cation. These reasons arc not mere allegations ; 
there are mffieient proofs of the uses to which the 
artillery had been previously applied. 

The ai rest of Miles Macdoncll and Mr. Spencer, 
and the hardship of these worthy Gentlemen having 
been taken 2500 miles to Montreal, where they were 
not idtimately brought to trial, are circumstances 
before accounted Ibr^ Lord Selkirk, in what he 
terms an “ ex’planation of the former’s conduct,” 
docs not deny the truth of the charges brought 
against them. 

His Lordship goes on to give an account of his 
proceedings in Canada, after his arrival in that 
Colony. His correspondence with Sir Gordon 
Drummond will explain itself, and only tends to 
show, that the misrepresentations under which he 
had prevailed upon Government at home to aid 
and assist his schemes, could have no influence 
where proof was at hand to correct these miM’cpre- 
sentations, and to c.vplain the piuqwses for which 
he required a military force, asked ostensibly for 
the defence of his Colony. Without intending the 
least reflection upon any Officers, whom his Lord- 
ship wished to select lor such a service, it is not 
unjust to supjx)sc, that a man of military habits 
and unsuspecting disposition, might readily have 
been converted, by the very opposite ami design- 
ing character of his Lordship, aided by the plan- 
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sible authority of higli legal opinions upon a case 
unfairly slated, into an wjgine for the prosecution 
of his schemes against his rirah in trade. His 
ready application of his own military force in aid 
of his magisterial mandates, at least justifies this 
inference ; and it is justly remarked by Sir Gor- 
don Drummond, “ that if the lives or property ol 
“ Lord Selkirk’s Settlers are, or may hereafter be 
‘‘ endangered, that danger will arise principally 
‘‘ from the conduct of Mr. M jles Macdonell towards 
the North-West Compmy.” A change of con- 
duct in his Lordship’s Agents, would certainly have 
been a better defence, than any military force, for 
his Colony; and a blind and infatuated deter- 
mination to persist in those measures which occa- 
sioned its first dispersion, it is evident, .solely pro- 
duced its final destruction in 181 C. 

Until the present publication, the North- Wc.st 
Company had no knowledge of the Cmrcspondence 
between Loivi Selkirk and Sir Gordon Drum- 
mond, wtf are they aware of the motives which in- 
duced His Excellency to refuse his Lord.ship’s re- 
quest, beyond the apparent one they have sug- 
gested. It appears, however, an apj^cation made 
for ft guard to protect his person, was readily 
granted ; and the frank and li|^l conduct of the 
gallant Officer, should at all events have {wo- 
teoted Jhim from Uic sneer east upon uhat Lord 
Selkirk terms his “ legal opinion” df the powers 
and amhorhy assumed by Mr. Miles Maedonel! 



137 


Docs iSelkirk really sniijwjse, upon a fair 

statement of the case^ that the eminent persons ht; 
refers to, would sanction the claims of pow’er set 
up hy this person, or justily his exercise, and con~ 
sequent abuse of it ? 

The apology offered for the engagement of the 
mercenary force Avho attended his Lordship on his 
expedition to the Interior, is worthy attention. 
These were intended (^ft subjects .')> as Farmers and 
Settlers ; and to conceal the fiict of their having 
been supplied with new uniforms, it is stated, that, 
“ as usual on their discharge, they retained their 
“ clothing.” 

We proceed next to his Jx)rdship*s expedition ; 
his account of the unfortunate coniiict on the Red 
River; and his subsequent proceedings at Fort 
William. 

With rcsjiect, first, to the melancholy transac- 
tions on the Red River ; in (he cantlmir which per- 
vades this piibfication, si-s in the account trf the 
tran.sacfion.s of the former vear, all mention of 
precedinq circumstances is totally omitted; an 
omission without which his Lordship could not 
expect his jnxrtial and interested representation 
would succeed, with even the mo.st ignonuit or 
prejudiced reader. 

All mention of the plans laid, not now for the 
destruction of the Colony, but for the destruction 
of the NorUi-West Company’s Trade, is studioudy 
avoided : still the intended blockade of the naviga- 

T 
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lion wr.s prepared : Fort Gibraltar was takfcn and 
(!ostro\ed, Mr. Canieron made prisoner, and all 
the properly, books, papers, &c. of tlie North- 
West Company seijced and confiscated on the 17th 
of March : the Fort on the Pembina River, with 
all the property, was taken on the 20lh March, 
and Alexander MacdoHeU’s post at Qu'Appele, sum- 
moned imintdialely afterwards. Was it wonder- 
ful, that alter all tlie-so ontraiics, the latter person 
should as.semlde such force as be was able, in his 
cwii ikjhtce, and to prO'Civeand prolect the whole 
returns of the Norili-West Company fiom the re- 
mote stations, from beiiio- taken and confiscated, in 
the same manner as those at the two Pro\ ision 
Posts? And will any person doubt, from tliejire- 
teding occurrences, iind the s>ibsef|uent conduct of 
Lord Selkirk at Fort William, tlial prccaiifious 
irere e.rpedioul to pTevenl. liis getting possession 
of a Icurje ilahc, to hold, even on the most fa- 
vourable inteij'rctalion of bis eoiuluct, till bis 
claims were dec ided? That it v.a.s necessary to 
employ the llalf-lhoeds and Indian.'; in dciencc 
of their pioperty, the North-West Company must 
lament ; and tiiey must long lee! the consotjueiKes 
of having been obliged to resort to llieir assistance ; 
liut it is pMsitivAy deni d, that there was the most 
icuiote intentimi on tiie part cl/Alevander Macdo* 
nell, or any Partner of the North-West Company, 
to place the lives or property oi‘ tlie Colonists at 
risk, in any attack or retaliation on the Settle- 
ment. The account given by Mr. Pritchard, of 
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the conflict which ensued, is exactly in unison with 
that in the Narrative ; and there arc no differences 
to reconcile in the different statements, which in 
the least authorize the appellation of murderers — 
given 1,0 the parties aclnally engaged in the affray. 
Mr. Pritchard*, who' certainly cannot be accused of 
any good will towards the North-West Company 
(as well as all the other witrie.sses), admits the 
facts of Mr. Semple having marchcfl out and pur- 
sued the Indians ; of words ha\ing passed with 
liouehe, in consor)uence of which Mr. Semple at- 
tempted to seize liim ; snid although he does not 
admit the titNl tiring to have! takc'i place from 
Semple’s parly, he vrili not go the length of the 
other two witnesses. Ponrke and Ileden, in po- 
sitively sitfirming the contvarv. The latter witness 
is an ignorant per.so}i, whose nuuTiory seems to 
have been refi'cshed by those \vho had a case to 
make out from it. aiul docs not .seem much relied 
u|'Km, even by the Author of the Pamj)hlet, who 
-says, with respect to this person, “ that in the 
" confusion of such a hu.siness, one might be dis- 
po.sed to doubt in some degree the minute accu- 
rjuw of the Deponent’s information.” Lord 
Selkirk has somewhere said of the testimony of the 
Coloni.'ts, “ .seduced to the comniission'of crime 
by Cameron,” that it should be received with 

• This person had left their borvice to enU r ihat of Lord Selkirk’s: 
he had charge of the Norih-West Company s post at Riviere La Sourie, 
which was plundered by .spencer and Mncdonell, as detailed in 
Nos. \"JIL IX. and X of the Appendix to the Narnitive. 

T 2 
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great su^icioii ; and this caution is particularly 
requisite in the Affidavit of Boiirkc, who was at 
the time under an accusation of felony, and who, 
next to Colin Robertson, acted the principal part 
in the attack and robber}' of I'ort Gibraltar, and 
the Poston the Pembina River. tVhat has be* 
come of the Dejwsilion of Nolin, mentioned in 
Mr. Vanderalutfs’ Journal, on this subject, and 
why has it been suppmsed F and the present one 
substituted in its place ? 

It is unfortunate for Lord Selkirk’s assertion, 
that the Indians and Half-Breeds were collected 
for an attack on the Colony, that some of the 
evidence he produces directly contradicts it. 
The testimony of Blondeau is distinct, that it was 
only proposed to bring down the Half-Breeds 
for the defence of the North- West Interes'ts and 
Property. It is strange, also, if the Colony was 
in so much danger early in the year, that the 
danger should have been wilfully increased by 
the attacks of Robertson and his party on the two 
Posts : nor does there appear to have been any 
attempt made by Mr. Semple or Robertson, to 
come to an amicable understanding with the 
North-West Partners, which circumstance is in- 
explicable, if they feared so much danger to the 
lives of the Colonists. 

The conduct of the Half-Breeds and Indians, 
after the conflict with the Colonists, may be cor- 
rectly stated, with some little allowance for the 
colouring given to it in Mr. Pritchard’s state- 
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ment; and Uiere is no doubt of the plunder 
of the property and destruction of the buildings ; 
but it is denied that Grant was authtwized 
to act generally for the North-West Company ; 
and it is perfectly impossible to believe the wild 
and vague, although horrid, statements, of Mr. 
Macdonell and his companions having expressed 
joy on being informed of Mr. Semple’s fate. 
These assertions invalidate the testimony of the 
witnesses in other particulars. — That after the 
open war which had’been declared against them 
by Lord Selkirk’s dependants, and the hostilities 
which had been committed, the dispersion of the 
Colony was a matter of regret, cannot be sup- 
posed : its very existence, and the exercise of 
the powers claimed by the Governor, of seizing 
persons and confiscating property under the Char- 
ter, must have caused the ruin of their concerns. 

The former account of the seizure of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company’s Furs, and of their being 
separately packed and marked when they were 
sent down to Fort William, is fully corroborated 
by the additional evidence given in the Appendix. 

It is here necessary to refute the unfounded 
and malicious statement, that Mr. M‘Leod, and 
the Partners with him, were procee/iing with 
the body of Indians and Canadians under their 
orders, in pursuance of a plan concerted with 
Alexander Macdonell, that they should at- 
** tack the Settlement from below, while he 
brought down the Half-Breeds and Indians 
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for the same purpose from Qu'App^lc.” It 
has been before stated in the Narrative, that 
the first accounts which were received at Fort 
William from the Interior, only brought in- 
telligence of the capture and destruction of the 
Provision Posts, and of the probability of an 
attempt being made to intercept the returns. 
The Agents had then no communication with 
Macdouell, .the safety of whose Post tiu'y aiS(> 
feared; and Mr. M'Leod was dispatched with 
all the force which could be mustered, and with 
directions, if necessary, to resort to the addi- 
tional assistance of the Indians for the defence 
and security of the property of the Company. 
He took with him Lieutenants Brumby and 
Misani, who witnessed his procccditigs, and met 
the Colonists, as mentioned in the Pamphlet. 
It appears by that account, that in his deter- 
mination to arrest and bring to justice the of- 
fenders who aided in the attack and destruction 
of the Forts, Mr. M'Leod may have, in distant 
imitation of his Noble Rival, somewhat ex- 
ceeded his authority as a Magistrate. — If his ex- 
clamations against Mr. Robertson were incau- 
tious and violent, they were at least natural, 
after the atrocious acts committed by that 
person. 

Mr. M'Leod’s Letter is dated on the 3d of June, 
long previous to the conflict w.ith Semple, which 
proves the absurdity of the accusations against 
the parties arrested, of being implicated in that 
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event; and if the measures which it was indis> 
pensible to liave recourse to, on the principle of 
self-defence, are objectionable, they must recoil 
on tlie authors and abettors of the outrages 
which occasioned them. — The same charge is made 
against Mr. M'Lcotl as against Mr. Macdonell, 
of having received with high gratification the 
account of Mr. Semple's death, and with the same 
semblance of probability. — This Gentleman is 
also aciMised, and possibly justly, from the ex- 
pressions in his Lcttef*, of having given orders to 
intercept a Courier sent by Lord Selkirk by the 
route of Fund du Lac to the Red River; but no 
mention is made of the previous seizure of the 
Winter Express of the North-West Company, 
after the destruction of the Posts. — That Presents 
may have been made to the Indians and Half- 
Breeds sent from Fort dcs Prairies to the assist- 
ance of Mr. Macdonell, after the destruction of 
the lower posts, is very natural, even although 
they may have been engaged in the conflict with 
Mr. Semple. Whatever may be Lord Selkirk’s, 
or the North-West Company’s opinion of the con- 
duct of these people in that alFair, his Lordship 
will probably be aware, that it would be rather 
dangerous to attempt setting up these opinions in 
payment of the services which were required of 
them ; another danger, in the employment of 
such auxiliaries, andt another coiidenmation of the 
conduct of those, who, by their attack upon the 
property and persons of the North-West Com-. 
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pany, rendered an appeal to their assistance ne- 
cessary. 

The early account of these transactions trans- 
mitted by the North-West Company to their 
friends in England, is brought forward among the 
proofs of their being the aggressors in them, be- 
cause, forsooth, these accounts manifest restless 
anxiety*' to prove their innocence, before there was 
any accusation of guilt. The Letter quoted, was 
written by Mr. Richardson, which is a sufficient 
assurance to any person who>has heard of bis name 
and character, that the information which it con- 
veyed was that which he conscientiously believed, 
and, as far as he had the power of ascertaining, 
correct and impartial, lu the vague stories which 
first reached Montreal, of the conflict on the Red 
River, it was said no person connected with the 
North-West Company was within 100 miles of the 
spot; and because this report was repeated in 
England before anthentic information could be 
procured, it is adduced as proof of studied and 
wilful roisrepresculatioiK The channel through 
which these Letters came to the knowledge of the 
Author or Authors of the Pamphlet, should also 
be attended to : they were sent by the Gentlemau 
to whom they were addressed, qs he received 
them, to the Deputy-Goveroor of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, with strong expressions of regret 
as to the melancholy information they contained, 
and in common courtesy to conununtcate it to 
him. 
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But little detail of the Noble Lord’s expedition, 
and proceedings at Fort William, is given in the 
Pamphlet ; still, there are some material admis- 
sions of the motives which induced his Lordship 
to proceed thither ; aui although, as matter of 
curiosity, his own account of his subsequent con- 
duct must be interesting, correct information is 
not wanting on the subject. 

To make use of a term applied to Mr. Richard- 
son’s expression of feeling, in his account of the oc- 
currences at the Red River, wehave the " canting” 
Leller of bis Lordship to Sir John Sherbrooke. 
Hith no other occasion to go near Fort William, 
it was still necessary he should proceed there, — 
an interested parly, as a Magistrate, to endeavour 
to bring ofl'enders to justice, or “ to allow an 
audacious crime to pass unpunished.” Was the 
seat of Government in Upper Canada so far dis- 
tant from St. Mary’s, that no express could be sent 
to Governor Gore, with information that persons 
suspected of murder, were assembled at a place 
within his jurisdiction ; with a request that an 
immediate investigation should take place, and 
that the partie.s against whom any sutlicient sus- 
picion of crime existed, should be apprehended ? 
Or could there be a doubt that Governor Gore 
would take instant cognizance of the matter, and 
if he considered such additional precaution neces- 
sary, aid the civil force, by the military in His 
Majesty's service, stationed at St. Joseph’s ? 

u 
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Of all the proceedings which have given rise to 
these pnblieationf on both sides, the most painful 
reflection which occurs, is on the manner in which 
it has been attempted to juslif^^ unlawful acts, bj 
the forms of law and autborit/. — It may be fairly 
doubted, whether any of tire numerous persons in 
the Interior, whose conduct is implicated in these 
transactions, was, in respect of information or ac- 
qnirement, fit to he entrusted with the powers of 
the Magistrate, and still less at a time, when 
all parties must have been ntore or less biassed by 
a spirit of party and animosity. — That the same 
feelings have bad some eftert on the testimony 
produced, is quite evident. Tlie witness Nolin 
is made, by the two acronnt-s, to swear opposite 
stories; and, in the deposition 7?ou' hroupht Jor- 
•Kiard, he says, a consultation was held between 
Cameron and his people , to luul means of driving 

pei\son5 of Uiis clcstjrjptio.j, bomc of wfu.ii. wo.c tlmi t!ic t ltiet lx .i<lf r 
of tiio flilTcrnit of fiMliaii-j in a.nd inljt rit* <l ll.r 

jtaiTir.5 of their Fathers, who hatl tiie priiu:i|nl Frtri»h 

inaiithinrs^ and rradt?rs of the Di^rricr. 

A Gentleman who was fontu^rl^ < ng; 4 gf'd in tlio f .iitian 1 1 ide, :n i 
who was lately in London, informed the Author, tl»at v\heii he !ir»i 
visited the Red River in the year 17134, lu‘ was stoppetl lu ar the Fork!* 
bysmjieof tlwse IIaltkBree<l, or Bru lee Chiefs, who told him that h« 
rouid only trade in that Country by their penaissitui ; and as tlie price 
of such peimissiofi, they e:iacted from h,in Goods to the value of above 
400/. This Genticinau found at the Upper Red River, AJr. (►rant, t)it 
failicr of the Ilalf-Brced Grant mentioned iu the Narrativt*, who bail 
paid a similar tribute- for permission to ti*ade; €o that it appears tlic 
right now claimed by the Half* Breeds, to the possession of the CoiiUh 
try, is at least no fioicllj/. 
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ttway tbe Settlftii JQi^ Ikltill 
present, but tbftt 
it from BostliQiioifK a 
months qfteriO0r(^,. ., 1 , 

In these, ss vf^lVap flNAiWiiW^ 

on Lord Selkirk’s C9i4ll«t> J(h«| 
he has some apol<^y to make to the Psihik; (w 
the strong expresstoos he has sometimes made use 
of ; and he trusts that apology will he found in 
the feelings which have naturally been excited, 
by the fals^ and slanderous accusations against 
his near relations and friends, and the base and 
malignant treatment they have experienced from 
the Noble Lord. — He joins sincerely in the hope 
witli which the Pamphlet concludes, that every 
measure which the Law can sanction, or the 
Executive Poivcr can enforce, should be stre- 
nuously adopted, to bring offenders to justice, and 
to re-establish public peace ; and he has no fear 
that any influence which the Noble Lord's station 
or rank might otherwise have given him in the dis- 
cussions which must ensue, will woxohave weight 
with those, w ho may have hitherto entertained fa- 
vourable impressions of his conduct and character. 
Until these recent events, the North-West Com- 
pany had also a very diflerent opinion of tbe ge- 
neral character and habits of Lord Selkirk: it is 
true, they always considered bis schemes as dic- 
tated by a wild and f|^antic spirit of projection, and 
dreaded their results, as directly aft’ecting them- 



selves, but even in llicir application to Lord Ua- 
tburst, of ibe 15lb March, 1815, lhc\ ^a v, “ AVc 
beg to be iimlcrstood as imputing no improper 
'* motives, in all we Iiave staled, to Lord Selkirk, 
“ Our conviction is, that his Lordship as sin- 
“ cerely, as singularly, believes in the probability 
of ultimate success; and all we can c\pect 
“ from His Majesty’s Government is, that if 
“ they should see it tit to sanction and enco tirade ■ 
bis Lordship’s undertaking, they will take 
“ adequate measures to protect the 'I’rade of Ilis 
Majesty's Subjects against the consequences 
“ apprehended from it.” — The North-^Vest Com-, 
paoy have since, however, discovered much me- 
thod in his Lordship’s conduct, and find iIkh 
have not only to guard against the paroxysms of 
bis colonizing disorder, but also against the 
studied art idee and design x^hieh mark the con- 
spiracies of his inore lucid moments. 
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APPENDIX. 


No. I. 

protest of Proprietors of the Thtdsons Bap 
Companij, against the Grant to 
Lord Selkirk. 


Uo the Honorable the Governor and Coinpauy of Adeen^ 
hirers of England, irading in l!(id'u)>'s Boy. 

The Memorial of the nndenmned Slochholders and 
Proprietors in the said Company : 


SIIEWFrii, 

That whereas It appears from the Record of tlic Pro- 
ceedings of tlie said ('on)pany at tlieir last Meetings that it is 
in contemplation to grant to the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Selkirk, u certain part of the Territory o( the said Com- 
pany, to liim and his heirs for ever in fee simple : Youi 
Memorialists have taken the same into their most serious 
consideration, and availing themselves of the limited period 
allowed by tlie adjonrmneiit of tlie said Meeting, submit to 
your Honorable Body, the grounds and reasons upon which 
they dissent to any such Grant or alienation of •the Com- 
])any's property. 

1st, Because, waiving all the arguments which occur to 
them, proving the fm])oliey of tlie said Grant, there docs 
not appear to be any adev(|ualc consideration stipulated for, 
between the said Company and the said Earl, d'he land 
proposed to be granted, coinprebctids a territory ot about 
^ftcventy thousand superlidal miles, containing about forty- 



five miliions of acres, of that part of the territory wliich is 
most valuable, fit for cultivation, and constitutes no incon- 
siderable portion of the Company's Capital Stock. 

2dly, Because, if it be for the benefit of the said Com- 
pany, (and lliere is no evidence of sufficient weight to mate 
it clear to the understandings of your Memorialists), to sell 
so large and valuable a portion of their Territory, the pro- 
per mode of doing so for the interest of the Stockholders, 
is obviously, tliat which is usually adopted In the faithful 
execution of all trusts of a sinular nature, namely, to ex- 
pose it to Public S:.!e, or at least give such notoriety to the 
transaction, as to admit of competition between individuals 
who may be iiR'lincd to purchase. The necessity of such a 
mode in the present case, is placed beyond all dispute by 
the fact, tint a more valuable eonsidcrati(vn than that pro- 
posed In the said Earl, may now* be obtained fur the pro- 
perly III (jucsllon. 

3(11}', Ik'cause it does not appear that the said Earl iv 
bound by the condition of the Cinint, in a sufficient 
penalty, to establish such a Settlement as will produce tu 
llie Company any substantial bcuelit‘«:, or to exercise such 
acts of ownership as may be necessary to the ostensible ob- 
jects of the Comjiany in making the Grant. In all Grants 
reeentlv unde, of lands bv the Crown in Britisli America, 
provision is made for bona fide Settlements, not a mere no- 
minal provision to give a colourable pretext for the alienn- 
tion of public jiroperty, but such as to secure the actual 
residence of one person in proportion to twelve hundred 
•acres. And it Inis been proved by experience, and is clear 
to the understanding of your Memorialists, that the fore- 
going regulation adopted by IJis Majesty's Government, 
is highly expedient and wise, and was suggested by the 
evils which had formerly arisen from the possession of a 
tract of land by one person, wffio could seldom, even in the 
vicinity of a populous country, procure a sufficient nurnWr 
of Settlers to satisfy the creditors of the original Grant. If, 
with all the facilities afforded by a regular and extensive 
iiitercourso with Great Britain, it was found impracticable 
to induce a very considerable nu mber of persons to migrate, 
how much more insurmountable must be the difliculLy of 
peopling a region tw o thousand miles from any sea-port, and 
out of the reach of all those aids, and comforts whidi are 
derived from Civil Society. 

4thly, Because, upon a fair and impartial estimation of 
the future value and importance of the lands proposed to be 



gmntcd^ and the limited and unproductive consideration 
to he given by tlie said Earl, your Memorialists cannot 
])erceive for the said Grant, any other motive tliari to se- 
eiire to the posterity of the said Earl, at the cxpcnce of the 
Stoekholders of the said Company, an Immensely valuable 
landed estate. 

5thly, J5ecause, In the evei of a settlement of the said 
Territory, under the coiitroul of any other penver than that 
of the (Company, ])rivale trafTic would be carried on between 
the Settlers and the Indians, and clandestinely witli Trad- 
ers from the United States and the Canadas, whicii no or- 
tlinanee of the Com])aiiy would prevent. Hesides, it has 
been found that colonization is at all times unfavourable 
to the Fur Trade ; and it is n<»t very appnrtmt to your Me- 
morialists, that the said , Company lias full power to exer- 
cise a final jurisdiction, since various Acts have been passed 
in contravention of llie powers perlnips intended to be im- 
])arl(‘(l in the Charter, more especially the Act of the 43d 
of George III. which gives the entire jurisdiction in criminal 
eases througliout the uliole Indian 'iY'rritorv, to His Ma- 
jesty’s Courts of King’s Bencli, in Upper and Lower Ca- 
nada. 

Ctldy, Because, under the foregoing circumstances, such 
a Settlement as that proposed, would, in process of lime, 
erect itself into a distinct interest, adverse to that of the 
Company, become an asylum for deserters from their ser- 
vice, and eventually render their authority in practice, a 
mere utility, 

7thly, Because, from the situation of the lands proposed 
to be granted, and their contiguity to the United States, 
the inlereourse will be greater, and the communication 
more easy between the Frontier Purls of tlm United States 
and the Settlement contemplated, than between the said 
Settlement and Fort Nelson ; hence the laws and regula- 
lions of the Company will be evaded, and every expecta- 
tion of revenue defeated it its very principle. 

Stilly, itecause your Memorialists do not perceive, 
lliat in making such a Grant according to the* terms ex- 
pressed ill (lie agreement to be entered into, siidicient re- 
gard is had to the diflicultics in tlie way of carrying it into 
effect, or the sacrifices wliieh the Company may he called 
upon to make, 'i'hcsc* reasons, and many others, ^vhich 
require mure full illustration (liaii the shortness of time be- 
tween the last and present Meeting would permit, appear 
to your Memorialists sufliciently cogent to prevent the 
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Company from making fhc Grant under consideration, upon 
such terms as are proposed by the Ear! of Selkirk. 


London, SOtMilaj/, isil. 

(Signed) 


\^'ILLIAM Thwaits. 
Rinu'iiT Wuirmi'An. 
John Ingms. 

John Fish*. 

Edwaup Ku-irii. 
AlI-.X. ’VI'Kli.NZlE. 


No. II . 

Lord SclkiiL's Adicrlisoncnf wid Frospcdns of the 

dolonij, 

ATkactoF land, conbislinf,^ of sonic iiiillions of acres, 
'‘nd in point of soil and climate, inferior to none of equal 
i xtent in British America, is now to he disposed of, and 
will be sold extremely clieap, on accf unt of its situation, 
which is remote from llm present ICsUiblishmci^ts, If a 
tract of the same extent and t'ertilit > were oHered for sale in 
Lower (.'anada or ]Nova bcolia, purelnisu’s would be eager 
to obtain it at one luuulred, or ])t rl^aps two hundred thou- 
sand guineas, and at that price wouid make an ample for- 
tune in the course of some years, by retailing it in small 
lots at an advanced price to actual Settlers. The land in 
question, no wiyys diC’erenl in advantages, may he purchased 
for about 10, (XK)/, sterling. 1 he title has been submii ted 
to Lawyers of the iirst enurience in London, and is declared 
to be unexceptionable ; but the situation is such, that the 
population of the older Settlements cannot be expected, in 
the natural course of things, to be spread into it for a 
long period of time; and till tVit takes place, the disad- 
vantage of its remote situation must be an insuperable ob- 
jection in the eyes of any unconnected individual who is 
looking out for lands to establish his family. Hence, the 
prospect of finding Settlers to purchase the land in small 


John Fiyh was authorized to vote for John Hambrough, and did so, 
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lots is re/notc, and on this account the Proprietors are wiIU 
in|L^ to part with it for so inconsiderable a price. But tlie 
obstacles which, to an unconnected adventurer, may be 
justly deemed insurmountable, may be overcome with ease 
by the combined efforts of many; and an adequate sum of 
money judiciously expeieJed in removing the ilrs‘ diihcul- 
ties of an infant settlefncnt, may place tins tract oi‘ lan<i in 
circumstances as ;i(l\ antageous to the Proprietors as if it 
were in the immediate vicinity of populous eoiiaiics. The 
expcnces, however, would be too groat for an Individual : it 
is tlu'refore proposed to form a Joint Stock Company, in 
J2()(j shares of 100/. each, so as to raise a sum of 20iK)0/. 
of which a moiety to be employed in the pur. Iiasv of the 
lands in ([ueslion ; the remainder, in those expenees which 
are iieeessary for bringing Settlers, and thereby rendering 
the land valuable. To those Settlers, lands will be dis- 
posed of, either in the way of sale, or lease in perpetuity^ 
at the option of the Settler, on terms very encouraging to 
him, and abundantly advarttageous to the Proprietors. 

As there are serious objections against receiving into the 
proposed Settlement any Americans of the ilescription of 
those who are likely to offer themstdves, the Settlers must 
be Emigrants from Europe; and the most feasible plan 
S’oeins to be, that they should be selected from those parts 
of the united kingdom whicii are most overburdened with 
inhabitants, viz. the Highlands of Scotland, and some parts 
of Ireland : a small proportion of the Enugrants who now go 
from these districts to the United Stuics of America, would 
be more than sufficient for the object i.; \ \c\y. Such a 
change of their destination could injure no pari of the kir^g- 
dom, and w’ould save to the Empire, subhv''s who nuidd 
otlierwise be entirely lost to their country. To facilitate an 
object thus equally advantageous to tlie public, mil to Uic 
parlies eoueerned, it is proposed, that a j)reter(MK e s))ouid 
be allowed to Subscribers who are persoiially ei/ni ected 
with these districts of the kingdom, and whose local imlu- 
cnce may ]»e of service in promoting the dcsiivii change in 
the destination of those who are dctei mined i*o emigrate. 
The Settlement is to he formed in a territt^ry where reli- 
gion is not the ground of any disnualllieation, an unre- 
served participation in every privilege will therefore be en- 
joyed by Protestant and* Catholic w'iihout distinction ; and 
it is proposed, that in every parochial division, an allot- 
ment of laud shall be made for the perpetual support of a 
Clergyman, of that persuasiou which the majority of the 
inhabitants adhere to. 
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As tbe lands in q'JCstlon, possess impoi(nn* fKthoaf ruF^ 
vantages over anvNvhich now remain un()eeu|)ied in 
Scotia and the mijaecnt Colonics, it cannot be (Kenied un- 
reasonable, if the Settlers in general are ebargod for llnir 
lands ut the lowest rate which they wonh! pay in these 
provinces. On the other hand, llioy will naturally expect 
to be torivev\d to their land without incurring more ex^ 
pence tfum if tliev were to settle iir these i\faritirne Coh;- 
nies. '(1 r* Managers of the concern, must therefore undt r- 
takc to ])rovide conveyance at modcnite rates, f .r tlu' Inni - 
grants \vht> go out under their patronage. Tlic rate of pasN.age 
money paid (-n board of other ships bound to Amcri<*:i, may la* 
taken as the criferion. These rates being alu ays proportioiu d 
t(i the prices of freight and shipping at the tih'i'% nn fiiatrrial 
can be apprehended upon the >#a\oynge; Init ;> > I he pin*'* 
of Settlement is at a coivsiderahlc ihstanee Ikoo tl.e 
an extra cxpence must be incurred fi)r tlu* inland (xjjjvi’v- 
ance, whicli the Kinjgrants cannot be expected to pay, if 
they are to be charged ft)r land at the rate of the .Maritime 
Co]<-nies: tlu: expenee v.dueh may thus hill upon t lie IVu* 
prie{vir>, may be estimated at about 10/. for eacdi family ol 
Settlers ut an average. This, liowever, will be amply n ** 
imbursed in the price of land ; the lowest price (;f land iii 
the Maritime C olonies, when sold to actual Settlers, and 
possessing any toIer<ab]e advantages of situation, is at tlie 
rate of 10, v. per acre, if sold ; or if lea aaJ for a perpetuity, 1 v.. 
per annum; every family of Settirrs maybe cspccUd to 
take up at least 1(X/ acres. They arc allowed some accom- 
modation of time for the payment, and 1()0 acres at the 
above rate, will amount to oO/., a nett advantage of 10/., 
after reimbursing the charge at bringing In the Seltii rs. If 
he should prefer leasing, liis rent will in two years repay 
the charges, and will remain afterwards as a clear income 
to the Proprietor. As the inland situation of the Settlement 
will preclude tlie Settler from some of the sources of profit 
which are enjoyed in maritime situations, it becomes ne- 
cessary to provide substitutes. 'J’he cidtivation of hemp is 
peculiarly calculated for inland s;tuations, as that article is 
so valuable in proportion to its w^eigbt, that it can bear the 
expence of a considerable inland navigation. This culti- 
vation is also a favourite national object, and the Settlement 
will derive benefit from the public encouragement which i.s 
held out f<jr promoting it. A still more beneficial object of 
attention, is the growth of fine wool, an article so valuable, 
that it would bear any cxpence of inland conveyance, and 
one for which the country is peculiarly adapted. In the vi-* 
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clnliy of the proposed Settlement^ Aere 
plains without wood, fine drygr^ kkid}( 
pable of immediate cultivation, and all well fitted for pas- 
tunige, particularly sheep. This is an advantage that m 
other part of British America possesses by nature; and 
which the Colonists of the Maritime Provinces cannot i»b- 
tain without the laborious and expensive operation oT ' 
clearing. If to this advantage the Proprietors add that ol 
a good breed of Sjranish Merino sheep, the Settlers can 
never meet with any difliculty in paying the price or rent 
of their land. Tlie fleeces of ten or twelve siieep will pay 
the rent of 100 acres, and with the produce of a very sinall 
flock, the price of a lot of land may be paid off in three or 
four years. U'iili such advantages, the Settlers must thrive 
rrpidly ; and it will soon become apparent to them, tlial 
tlie land is wortli a much higher price. At first, however, it 
cannot he supposed tlrat the common Pinigrants will un- 
derstand, (-r become eaj)ah!e of appreciating these advan- 
tag('s ; on the contrary, il is to be expected that they will 
tje ddridenl, and afraid of venturing to a new, and (to them) 
ar, nnknoun country ; it will lhevcfe>rc he necessary to give 
some extraordinary encouragement to a few of the first 
ulu) enlor into the* plan. From this, and other causes, the 
coinincnc'. ’ment ( f the uiulei taking must be suh;cct to ex- 
penta s, whici’. will n<it continue ])ermancnt^y when the Set- 
lj.'. ito iit Ij WxM islahlished ; hut, it is only by nuxms of tins 
first ^Millay, that we < u expect to attain tlie uhirnatc ad- 
V...I i ;\s which iua to accrue to the ih'oprietors. There is 
r.ooaan to bellwi c, thrj ll.esv" cxpences ill exceed tlie sum 
which is pas'j'oscd io !»• raised; but it must be sometime 
1)4 fore t lie . Set tiers ( an he numerous cnougli to y.w much 
e'n'-.t r c: ici'U < : j-uroluc'e morey ; ten or twelve years le.ust 
tlierefur.- <. I.iji-s.', before (b.e piad.ts (sf the undertaking eari 
he sudUdent to a.dhrd n di\ I:i...i,d to llie iVojwietors. .\fter 
llril [U'liod, tb.e ri'tm: a nS'V be ex])eeief! to ineiea. -e ra- 
pidly, and will soon Ihrm an ainnle ioJenmitiv':uii)n tt^ the 
ojb ;er’b- r;., for tin' lo-.s .U* iiUerest on tiu.* money in ih.e 
n- ' I’.tiuK'. The amount to whieli tin.' |>rotil*s nrav idti- 
leaU ly arise, seems aluifsi to bnfiie imaginati(>n n])o;i any 
pvinc iple of calculation whic'h can reasonably be adopted ; 
the result comes out so extraordinarilv (Treat, that it nrnrlit 
a]-pi'av iisv;* xaggeration It) slate it. 

But the diffcTonce l>et ween buying land al It/, or 2 J. pt r 
acre, and selling at S.s. or ItXv. is \cry [)al]>:ib]e, and does 
not seem to require mueli comment. The spceukition may 
not suit those who require :va immediule income ; but for^ 



any one who Is desirous to provide before-hand for a younir 
faiijily, such an opportunity seldom occurs. 


NOTE. 

It will appear from the foregoing prospectus, that some 
very matiTi:il circumstances, relative to the situation and 
aclvai tagcs of tlu* pro])osed Settlement, are entirely sup- 
pressed, and otheis very artfully misrepresented in such 
manner, as easily to mislead persons destitute of geogra- 
phical km ledge. 

The advantages of s<)il and climate are dwelt upon, and 
exaggerated, v hile no notice is taken of the important fact, 
that the p»*oposed Settlement is ‘ioOO miles distant from 
any settled country in I pper Cahada, and the eoimnuni- 
cation practicable only by canoes; so ihat the vSettlers will 
be completely insuluo'd from the waadd, and incapable oi 
finding any market h;r any produce, even if they 
,mr.ceed in establishing the proposed vSettlemcnt. 


Xo. 111. 


Jduieasiiremetit of ihc Di>:lanre ohd Siaiions fn'tivmm } ork 
Factory and Lord Sidkirk's Colony ; by Dadd Tliomp- 
Geographer to the Norths f I cst Company. 

York Factory is in latitude 5/^ 1 , longitude 30' W„ 
The rivers break up the latter end of May, or beginning of 
June,, but the vast quantities of ice left on tlic sliores, im- 
pede the navigation till the middle or latter end of June., 
’Hie first snow comes frecjucntly about the middle of Sep- 
tember, and by the 20tb, icc and snow arc to be found 
along the river shores ; no cam;#', with any hopes of getting 
to the Red River, can leave Yorn Factory later than from 
the 1st to the 16th of September. I'he canoes, or boats, 
&c,, that navigate from York Factory to llie Red River, do 
not go up Nelson V River, but up the river on which the 
Factojy is settled, named Hayes’ River. 
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The rivers and distances are as follows : 

Statute Jifites. 

Hayes' River, 52 

About eight miles of this, they may be carried up 
by the tide, all the rest is very strong current, and 
must be towed up. 

The Main River, comes from the south, or Nipegon 

Steel River, must be towed up, 27 

Hill River, to the first fall, very strong current, 

must be towed up, 32 

Ditto, to the head of the river, 30 

This distance is a series 6f shoals, strong rapids, 
innumerable sunken rocks, and has twelve port- 
ages, beside smany discharges and landing places. 
Sivamjiy Lake, 

Jack Tent River, many rjfpids, five carrying places, 10 

Knee Lake, 47 

'J)oat River, many rapids, two carrying places, .... 13 

Holy Lake, 30 

Rivulets and small lakes, five carrying places, 50 

Each-away-Man's Brook; in dry seasons no water 'v 
runs in tins brook 5 there arc ten beaver-dams f 
kept ill repair, and in dry seasons, the canoes, &c. > 28 

must w'ait the brook filling up, as at the foot of I 
the (lam it is frequently as dry as a barn-floor, ....J 
Hare Lake, this discharges into the Saskatckenina 7 


3.33 

Saskatchewina River, and carrying-place, 33 

Play Green Lake, 14 

Lake Trempy, by the east side, which is much the 

shortest, 300 

Red River, to the Forks, 43 

Stone Indian River, to the junction of the Mouse 

River, a very shoal and tardy navigation, 320 

Milos, .... Oio 

^ n* T ‘ S hititude 49® 40' 

Moose River lies m J 99° 27' 15" W. 

Junction of the Red and < latitude 4l>® 53' 

Stone Indian Rivers, I longiHide 9/^ VV. 

The degree of cold at Moose River junction w'as, 

November 38th, .... 20^-\ 

f Below Zero, of Fahrenhoif’s 

u .?’ U r 
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Hence the greatest degree of cold, wns 68^ below the 
freezing point. The country is subject to very heavy gales 
of wind. From York Factory to Red River, 9d5 miles, it) 
summer, a canoe of men will rarely be able to find five days 
provisions in all this distance, but must wholly support 
themselves on what they laid in store; in winter it is much 
worse. From York Factory to the mouth of the Red River, 
the country is extremely forbidding, it is one vast range oT 
rocks, and swamps, and morasses, very, many small lakes 
and ponds, with impenetrable dwarf pines, &c. The 
wretches that should chance to lose their canoe, must te a 
certainty perish. 


No. IV. 

il/r. Bcarcroft's Opinioti, 

Ques, 1st, Whether the King, without the co-operathuii 
of tlie other legislative powers, can grant to any Company 
an exclusive trade for ever, together with a right of seizing 
the person and goods of a fellow subject, without legal pro - 
ces.s; and If not, whether his having illegally granted such 
advantages and power, does not annul the Charter? 

j^ns. 1 am of opinion that the King, without the assent 
of Parliament, cannot legally grant to any Company, or to 
any individual, an exclusive trade for ever, together witli a 
right to seize the person and goods of subjects, without 
process of law; and that such a Grant, if made, is illegal, 
void, and without effect. 

Ques, 2nd, If this Charter is not ralid upon tlie princi- 
ple above stated, whether it is not voidable by the Com- 
pany’s neglecting to fulfil the views the King had when he 
granted it? 

Jus. If such a Charter could be considered legal and va- 
lid in its commencement, yet it will be voidable by Sci, 
Fa. if the Grantees neglect to endeavour, by reasonable and 
adequate means, to carry the purpose of it into effect. 

Qnes. v?rd, Whether the grant to them, of the Right of 
Fishing, is exclusive, or whether the Greenland Fishermen, 
who have a right to fish at Greenland and the seas adjacent, 
have not a right to fish at Hudson’s Bay ? 

Ans. I'he Charter in question, as to so much of it as 
affects to grant an exclusive trade, and inflict penalties and 



forfeitures, being, as I conceive, illegal ami void, I am of 
opinion, that the Greenland Fishermen, who have a right 
to fish there, have also a right to fish in Hudson’s Bay. 

QacA’. 4th, If an indivldiial invades the Claartcr, by fish- 
ing or trading in any of the places granted to the Company, 
and they seize his people, chip, or goods, whether they 
have any, and what remedy? 

ylns\ If the Hudsonls Bay Company, or those acting 
under their authority, shall venture to seize the person, 
ship, or goods of a British subject fishing there, the action 
is by action of trespass against the Company, or against 
the persons who do the act complained of, which action 
may be brought in any of the Courts of Westminster Hall. 

5th, If you should be of opiiiion, that tlie Charter 
is ill its present form illegal, wduch is the best w^y of 
attacking it ; by invading the patent, and permitting them 
to seize or bring an action, and complaining or defending, 
according to the circumstances, or by applying to Parlia- 
ment? 

/Jus. It is obvious, that the safest w^ay of attacking the 
Charter, is by applying to Parliament, or by Sci, Fa. 
though in case of seizure, 1 cannot help thinking, an action 
of trespass by the party injured, would be successful. 

Ques, And generally to advise the parties proposing the 
present case, w’ho w’ish to fish and trade in and near Hud- 
son’s Bay (and have sent out a ship wliich means to winter 
there, unless cut off by the Company’s engines, and only 
wait for your opinion whether to send several more), for 
the best ? 

A)is. Upon the whole of this case, I am strongly inclined 
k) think that the parties interested, if it is an object of im- 
portance to them, may venture to carry on the proposed 
trade irnraediately. The case of the East India Company 
and Sandys, determined at such a time, and by such Judges 
as it w^as, I cannot take to be law ; and as to the length 
the said Charter has been granted and enjoyed, it Is a clear 
and a well known maxim of law, that which is not valid in 
the heginningy cannot become so by lapse oftbne.^ 


(Signed) 


EDVVxlRD BEARCROIT 
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No. V. 

Mr. Gibbs' Opinion, 

1st, Such a Charter may certainly be good In some cases^ 
but I am of opinion, that the Charter in questicn was ori- 
ginally void, because it purports to confer on the Coiiipany 
exclusive j)rlWleges of trading, whk‘h 1 think tlie Crown 
would not grant without tlie authority of Parliament. In 
Snndys against the East India Company, Skinn. 132, 165, 
197, 223, the arguments used against their Charter, which 
was not then confirmed by Act of Parliament, appear to me 
decisive uj)on llie subject ; and although both J. JeH’eries, 
and tlie other Judges of the King\s Bench, decided in 
favour of the Charter, I have understood that theJr judg» 
ment was afterwards reversed in Parliament. 

Adam Smith, in his Wealth of Nations, treats it as an 
admitted point, that the Charier granted to the Hiitlson\ 
l>ay C ompany, and others of the like sort, not beii>g r(;n> 
tinned by Parlianierit, arc void, which 1 mention n^t as .i 
legal authority, but only to shew how the queslioii has been 
generally understood. 

2nd, A Charter may be forfeited on this ground. 

3rd, I should doubt whether they had by this nerpii- 
escence, forfeited their exclusive privilege, if it ever ex- 
isted ; but this question is immaterial after iny answer to \h? 
first. 

dth, If llic former were legal, this would be so likewise. 

I think them both legal, on the ground of my answer to the 
first query, 

oTh, Probably they might prosecute the captain; but if 
tills fjuestion were material, it would be necessary that I 
should see a copy or abstract of the Charter, before 1 could 
answer it. 

6tli, He might, if there were any legal cause of prose- 
cution. 

7th, I hardly think that they would be held to fall wdthin 
this act, nor does it signify whclhor they do or not. If my 
opinion is w^ell founded, the North-West Company may na- 
vigate Hudson's Bay, and carry on their trade as they 
please, without any fear of legal molestation, in conse- 
quence of the monopoly claimed by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company under their Charter, and I think they may act as 
if no such Charter existed. 

(Signed) V. GIBBS. 

Lincolris //iw, January 7th, 1S04. 
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No. VI. 


pi the Matter of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Charter, and. 
their Grant to Lord Selkirk. 

(Copy.) 

Questions, and Opinion of Sir Arthur Pigott, Mr . 
Spnnkie, and Mr. Brougham, January, 1816. 

J.st, Whothor the ox«hisu'e "JVado, Territories, Powers 
and Privileges, granted by the Charter of C harles the 
Second, confirmed by the expired Act of King Wil- 
liam, is a Legal Grant, and such as the Crown was 
wan'anted in making ; and if it was, whetlier it entitles 
the Company to exclude the Canadian Traders from 
entering Ihclr temtory to trade with tlie Indians, and 
authorizc.s the Governors and other Officers appointed 
])y tiu* Company to seize and confiscate the goods of 
tlie persons so trading, without t!ie licence of the 
Company? 

The prerogative of the Crown to grant an (wdnsicn irade, TSuteTri 
wa.s formerly very much agitated in the great case of tlie 
East India Company versus Sandys/' The Court 
King’s Beiiei), in whicli Lord Jefferies then presided, held im Ba^on 
and decided, that such a Grant was Legal. We are not 
aware that there has since been any decision expressly on ul.Vih^e ki 
this question, in the Courts of Law, and most of the Char- 
ters tor exclusive trade, and exclusive privileges to Com- Ta 
panics or Associations, have, since the Revolution, received bU- Prer'of 
such a degree of Legislative sanction, or recognition, 
perhaps to preclude the necessity of any judicial decision on 
it. Much more moderate opinions were, hov\^ever, enter- 
tained concerning the extent of the prerogative, after the 
Revolution, tlian prevailed in the latter part of the Reign 
of Charles the Second, and in the Reign of James the 
Second; and to those is to be attributed the frequent re- 
course which, after the Revolution, was had to legislative^ 
authority in such cases, and particularly in the very case of 
this Company, evidenced by the temporay Act of the 2d 
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of William and Mary, for confirming to the Governor and 
Company trading to Hudson’s Bay, their Privileges and 
Trade a confirmation, the duration of which, the Legis- 
lature expressly limited to seven years, and the end of the 
then next Session of Parliament, and no longer: and part 
of the Preamble of that Act is, in effect, a Legislative De-* 
claration of (he insufficiency and inadequacy of the Charter 
for the purposes professed in it, without the aid and 
authority of the Legislature; which legislative aid and 
authoiity entirely ceased soon after the expiration of seven 
years after that Act passed. 

In 17d5, indeed, the 18th Geo. II. cap. 17, for granting 
a reward for the discovery of a North-West Passage through 
Hudson's Straits, Enacts, that nothing tliercin con- 
tained, shall any ways extend, or be construed to take away 
or pn’jndice any of the Estate, Rights or Privileges of 
or belonging to the Governor and Company of Adven- 
turers of England, trading into Hudson’s Bay;” — but this 
Provision gives no validity whatever to the Cliarter, and 
only Joav os its effect and authority as they stood before that 
Act, and entirely unaffected by it. 

Tliese Parliamentary Proceedings may at least justify the 
inference, that the extent of the Prerogative in this matter 
was considered as a subject which admitted of great doubt, 
in times when the independence of the Judges insured a 
more temperate and impartial considenaion of it. They 
may, however, be perhaps, consideied as too equivocal to 
afford any certain and conclusive autliority on the strict 
question of Law. Such rights, therefore, ns the Hudson’s 
Bay Company can derive from the Crown alone, under this 
extraordinary Charter, such as it is, n^ay not be affected by 
these Proceedings or Declarations, and they may now rest 
entirely upon, and stand or fall by, the Common Law Pre- 
rogative of the Crown to make such a Grant. 

Upon the general question of the right of the Crown to 
make such a Grant, perhaps it may not be necessary for the 
present purpose that we should give any opinion. The 
right of the Crown merely to erect a Company for Trading 
by Charter, and make a grant of Ti^rritory in King Charles 
7. Tvy, 1 Si- Ike Second’s reign, may not be disputable: and, on the 
<^lker hand, besides that this Charter seems to create, or 
/la^^and attempt to create, a Joint Stock Company, and to grant an 
"adSlit- exclusive right of Trading, there are various clauses in the 
Charter, particularly those empowering the Company to 
sa^Id i Fines and Penalties, to seize or confiscate Goods 

p!* ana Ships, and seize or anest the persons of interlopers, 

clflllSCS 



15 


and compel thorn to give security in lOOOJ. &c. &c. whicli 
are altogether illcgtil, and were always so admitted to be, to tijuse i 
and among other times, even at the time, when the ex- 
tent of the Prerdgative in this matter was maintained at 
its height, to grant an exclusive right to trade abroad ; and 
even if by virtue of their Charter they could maintain an e^r- 
di/.viuc right to Trade, we are clearly of opinion, that they 
and their Officers, Agents, or Servants, could nut justify 
any seizure of goods, imposition of fine or penalty, or 
arrest or imprisonment of the persons of any of His Ma- 
jesty’s subjects. Probably the Company would have some 
difficulty ill finding a legal mode of proceeding against any 
of those who infringe their alledged exclusive right^i of Trad- 
ing, or \doIatc their claimed territory ; for we hold it to he 
clear, that the metliods pointed out by the Charter would 
be illegal, and could no^ be supported. 

Rut we think that the Hudson’s Bay Company and their 
Grantee, I^ord Selkirk, have extended their Territorial 
Claims much farther than the Charter, or any sound con- 
struction of it will warrant. Supposing it free from all the 
objections to which we apprehend it may, in other respects, 
be liable, the words of Grant pursuing the recital of the 
Petition of the Grantees, with a very trifling variation, and 
MMtli none that can afl’eet the construction of the Instru- 
ment, arc of the sole Trade and Commerce of all those 
seas, straits, bays, rivers, lakes, creeks, and sounds, in 
whatever latitude they shall be, that lie within the entrance 
of the straits, commonly called Hudson’s Straits, toge- 
ther with the lands and territories upon the countries, coasts, 
and confines of the seas, hays, lakes, rivers, creeks, and 
sounds aforesaid f that is xvithin the straits, and these 
limits are frequently referred to in the subsequent parts of 
the Charter, and always referred to throughout the Charter, 
as the limits aforesaid” 

7’here is indeed (p, 10) an extension of the right of 
Trade, and His Majesty grants that the Company ‘‘shall 
for ever hereafter have, use, and enjoy not only the whole 
entire and only liberty of Trade and Traffic, aifd the whole 
entire and only liberty, use, and privilege of Trading and 
Trafiic to and from the territories, timits, and places afore- 
said, but also the whole and entire Trade and Traffic to 
and from all havens, bays, creeks, rivers, lakes, and seas, 
into whU'h they may Jind entrance or passage by icater or 
land, out oj the territories, limifs, and places aforesaid, 
and to and with all the natives and people, inhabitants, or 
tvhich shall inhabit within the territories, limits, and 
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places afor^jdd, and to and with all other natiops inhabit- 
ing any of the coasts adjacent to the said territories, limits, 
and places aforesaid, which are not already possessed as 
aforesaid,” 

It is plain, therefore, that the Territorial Grant was 
not intended to comprehend all the lands and territories 
that might be approached through Hudson^s Straits by 
land or water. The Territorial Grant then appears to be 
limited by the relation and proximity of the territories to 
Hudson’s Straits. The general description applying to 
the whole, is the seas, &c. that lie within Hudson’s 
Straits, and the land, &c. upon the countries, coasts, and 
confines of the seas, &c. that is, reddendo singula singulis, 
the lands upon the countries, coasts, and confines of each 
of the seas, rivers, &c. naturally including sucli a portiai! 
of territory as might be reasonably necessary for the objects 
in view ; but it is not a Grant of all the lands and terri- 
tories in which tlic seas, rivers, &c. lie, or arc situated, or 
which surround them to any indefinite extent or distance 
from them. Still less is it a Grant of all the lands and ter- 
ritories lying between the seas, straits, rivers, &c. though 
many hundred or tiiousand miles or leagues of lands and ter- 
ritories might lie between one sea, strait, river, lake, &t\ 
and another sea, strait, river, lake, &c. and though the 
quantity of land comprized in this interior situation, and 
far distant from any coast or confine of the specified waters, 
might exceed in dimensions the extent of many existing 
powerful kingdoms or states. Within the straits, must 
mean such a proximity to the straits, as would give the 
lands spoken of, a sort of affinity or relation to Hudson’s 
Straits, and not such lands, as from their immense dis- 
tance (in this case the nearest point to Hudson’s Bay beiufi 
700 miles, and from thence extending to a distance of 1500 
miles from It), have no such geographical affinity or rela ^ 
tion to the straits, but whicli are not even approached by 
the Canadians through, or by the straits in question. 
Tlie whole Grant contemplates the straits as the access 
to the lands and territories therein referred to ; and as there 
is no boundary specified, except by the description of the 
coasts and confines of the places mentioned, that is, tlic 
coasts ^nd confines of the seas, &c. within the straits, 
such a boundary must be implied as is consistent with 
that view, and with tbe professed objects of a Trading Com ' 
pany intending, not to found kingdoms and establish states, 
but to carry on fisheries in those waters, and to trade and 
traific for the acquisition of ^ns and peltries, and the 
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other articles mentioned in the Charter j and in such a long 
tract of time as nearly 150 years now elapsed since the 
Grant of the Charter, it must now be, and must indeed 
long since have been, fully ascertained by the actual occu- 
pation of the Hudson’s Bay Company, wliat portion or 
portions of lands and territories in the vicinity, and on the 
coasts and coniines of the waters mentioned and described 
as within the straits, tlicy liave found necessary for their 
purposes, anrl for forts, factories, towns, villages, settle- 
ments, or such otlier cslabllshincnts in such vicinity, and on 
such coasts and confines, as pertain and belong to a Com- 
pany instituted for the purposes mentioned in tlieir Charter, 
and necessary, useful, or convenient to them vvitliln the 
prescribed limits for the prosecution of those purposes. The 
enormous extensions of l<md and territory now claimed, ap- 
pears therefore to us, not to be warranted by any sound 
construction of the Cliartcr ; and if it could be so, we do 
not know where the land and territory of the Hudson’s Bay 
(’ompany, granted by tliis Charter, terminates, nor wliat 
are tlie parts of that vast Continent on which they have 
taken upon tliem to grant 1 16,000 miles of territory, ex- 
empted from their proprietorship under tlieir Charier. 

Indeed tlierc may be sufficient reason to suppose that the 
territories in question, or part of them, had been then vi-^ 
sited, traded in, and in a certain degree occupied by the 
French Settlers, or Traders in Canada, and tlieir Beaver 
Cf^mpany erected in 1630, wliose trade in Peltries was eon- 
sidcrable prior to the date of the Charter, These territories 
therefore would he expressly excepted out of the Grant ; 
and the right of British Subjects in general to visit and 
trade in tlicsc regions, would follow the national rights ac- 
quired by the King, by the conquest and cession of Canada, 
and as enjoyed by the French Canadians, previous to t\vdt 
conquest and cession. 

No territorial right therefore can be claimed in the dis 
tricts in question ; and tlie exclusive trade there cannot be 
set up by virtue of the Charter, these districts being re- 
mote from any geographical relation to Hudson’s* Bay, and 
to the straits, and not being in any sense ivitliiu the 
straits^ and not being approached by the Canaciian 'rrad- 
ers, or other allcdged interlopers, fiirongh the intenlieteii 
regions; of course no violence to, or inteiTuptio!i of trade 
could be justified there, under these territorial claims. 

2nd, Whethef the Hudson’s Bay Company were war- 
ranted in making a Grant to Lord Selkirk, as one of 
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their 6wn body, of the imruensc dLstrict of Territory de- 
scribed in Governor M^Donell’s Proclamation ; not * 
withstanding the opposition of part of the Proprietors 
of Stock ? And after making such Grant, has the 
Company any right to exercise their jurisdiction, \\\ 
appointing Governors, and other Officers over that 
District ; or can tlicy grant or transfer such power to 
liis LordsWp? If you should be of opinion that the Grant 
to his Lonlship is illegal, or unwarranted by the 
Charter, what measures ought to be taken to set aside 
the same ? 

The validity of the Grant to Lord Selkirk may be con- 
sidered, both as it aflects the Members of the Company, 
and the Public at large. 

If, contrary to oiir opinion, thc land and territory in ques- 
tion were williin the Grant, then the Grant of so large a 
portion of territory as tlcit to Lord Selkirk', being not less 
than 1 16,000 square niiles, might perluqis seem an abuse 
of the Charter, which might justify the interference of the 
Crown. Because, though the Company might have a rigid 
to make Grants of land, such Grants inust be for the pro- 
iiioiion of, or at least must be consistent wdlh, the object 
of tlie Institution. But the Cirant to Lord Selkirk, tends to 
a!i establislunent, independent of the Company, incon- 
sistent with the purposes of their Institution, and its ctbcct ; 
rrecting a sub-monopoly in one person, to the detriment 
both of the Company and of the Public. 'J'he Com jiany could 
(‘onfer no power upon Lord Selkirk, to ajipoiut Governors, 
Courts of Justice, or exercise any Independent authority; 
nor could they directly or indirectly transfer their authority 
to him, to be exercised by him in his own name. Sujqios- 
ing the Grant of Land to be such a Grant as falls within 
the powers of the Company to make, their superior Lord- 
ship rind authority would continue as before, and must be 
exercised through them. 

3rd, VVhetlicr the jurisdiction given by the Act of 43rd 
Gco/Ill. to the Canadian f^oiirts of Criminal Judica- 
ture, extends to the TerrUbries of the Hudson's Bay 
( ompany, so as to entitle those Courts to try and 
punish offences committed within those territories? 
And wether Governor M^Donell, and Mr. Spencer his 
Sheriff, can legally be tried before the Canadian Courts, 
for the offences with which they now stand charged ? 

There seems no reason to doubt that offences actually 
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committed in the territories and districts in dispute, wl-erc 
no Court of Judicature is or ever has been eslab-lshcd, 
miglit, in point of jurisdiction, legally be tried by the 
Courts of Canada, under the d3rd Ceo. 111. cap. 138 ; and 
indeed, unless this district was within tlie provisions of that 
Act, we cannot discover what territory was meant to be in- 
cluded in it ; but wc tbink, that thougli tlie jurisdiction 
might be ca])able of being supported, the acts done by 
Messrs. M‘Doncll and Spencer could not be deemed lar- 
eeny, and that they, or others acting in similar circum- 
stances, ought not to be indicted or brought to a trial for 
the crime of larceny. Tlicy acted perhaps erroneously, upon 
a claim of territorial dominion, and of exclusive commercial 
privilege, and may be liable to be proceeded against as for 
a trespass or other Injury to persons or property ; but we 
think they could not be properly convicted on a charge of 
felony. 

dtli, Is it competent to the Governors, and other Officers 
already appointed, or that may be appointed by the 
Hudson’s Hay Company, to seize and bring to trial be- 
fore their Courts of Judicature; His Majesty’s Canadiiyi 
Subjects who may be found trading' within the Com- 
pany’s Territorii s, for infringing the Company’s mono- 
poly, or for committing any other alledged crime or 
olfencu' ? 

Supposing the Charter of the Company valid, and the 
districts in dispute to be within their limits, we should still 
doubt whether the Governor and Company have lawful 
power by the Cliarter, to establish Courts for the trial by 
tlic Laws of England, of offences committed therein. That 
power the Company have never yet attempted to exercise, 
though nearly 150 years have elapsed since they procured their 
Charter. But if they should still possess this extraordinary 
power without further authority, legislative or regal, we 
should nevwtbcless think that no Courts there established, 
would have authority to try and punisli as an offence, the 
act of going there simply ; which, if the Grani be legal, 
could amount at the most only to a misdemeanor, or con- 
tempt of the King’s lawdul authority, to be prosecuted at 
the suit of His Majesty. But the Charter itself seems to 
take the offence, as far as the Company arc concerned, out 
of the jurisdiction of the local Courts, by (illegally indeed) 
prescribing certain forfeitures, and declaring, page 12, 
that every the said offenders, for their said contempt, to 
suffer such punishment as to us, our heirs and successors, 

2 
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‘.hall seem meet or convenient, and not to be in amprize (querj', 
mainprize?) delivered until they and every of them slydl be- 
eoine bound unto the said Governor for the time being, in 
the sum of KXX)/. at least, at no time thereafter to trade, 
cScc.’" A subsequent Clause (p. IG) authorizes the seizing 
and sending to England, those who come into their territo- 
ries without authority. It seems, therefore, that the Courts 
In question, would have no power to try as an otfence at 
Common Law, the mere coming into the Company’s ter- 
ritories, contrary to the prohibition in the I-A:*tters l^itent, 
which point out other modes of proceeding, and legally con- 
fer no other powers applicable to tlie Case. 

If the question were merely a question of J^oiindary be- 
tween two acknowledged adjacent Colonics or Provinces, it 
might perhaps be determined by the King in Council, 
where we apj)reheod such a jiiri.s(ilctlon Ls vested, and has 
been exercised, but that probably would not set at rest the 
principal points, or ])reveut interference. The validity of 
the Grant of an (wclusive trade might, we apprehend, be 
tried directly by scire Jacias^ or incidcutally in actions of 
trespass, wlu'cb, liowever, might still leave otluM* main 
points undecided ; and the Company might perhaps be ca- 
pable of retaining some part of what has been granted to 
them, and might fail as to many others. In these circum- 
stances it appears, that interests and pretensions so oppo- 
site, and which may be productive of so much confusion 
and disorder, and of consequences so dangerous and de- 
structive to the persons and properties of those who, by 
reason of the faihirc of the ordinary means of protection 
afforded by the law, may be said to be peculiarly under the 
safeguard of Government, can only be cfieclually and satis - 
faclovily adjusted and reconciled by Government, with the 
aid and authority of Parliament; and by that authority, 
(after causing such an investigation into tlicm, as Ciovera- 
ment would, in such a case, probably feel it indispensable 
to make, and are fully possessed by the Law Officers of the 
Crown, and otherways, of all the means of making) due 
allowance would be made for such rights of the Company, 
as were deemed legal and well (dunded^ and protection and 
freedom secured to the Canadians as well as to the rest of 
the King’s Subjects, in the prosecution of that commerce, 
which the Canadians have long enjoyed, and which the rest 
of the King’s Subjects have frequently, and whenever they 
have thought proper, carried on, and which, it is stated tQ 
tis, they have never been hitherto attempted to be inter- 
rupted in by the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
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No. VII. 

Jffidavit by George Campbell. 


Gkgr<3e Campbell, late of Scotland, in the parish ot 
Crcich, and county of Sutherland, deposeth, That in the 
Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thir- 
teen, hearing lliat Lord Selkirk was establishing a Colony 
in tlie North-West Country of Canada, and understand- 
ing that William McDonald, one of Lord Selkirk’s Agents, 
had arrived at Brora, (a small village in the county of 
Sutherland), for the pivrposL of engaging individuals to 
.‘'Ctlle in said North-West Country of Canada, went to in- 
Cjuire into il\c particulars of the agreement. 

That on his arrival at said village of Brora, he went to 
the lodgings of William McDonald, and after breaking the 
subject to him, was informed by said William McDonald, 
tliat on bis arrival at Red River, in said Nortli-WVst Coun- 
try of Canada, upon paying the sum of five shillings sterling 
per acre, he would be put in immediate possession of as 
niuch land as he should require. 

'.rhat any one of the Settlers who could not pay the 
stated sum of five shillings sterling per acre, would he fur- 
nished with the like quantity for the rent of one bushel of 
wdieat per acre per annum, or until payment at the rate 
aforesaid should be made. 

That upon being put in possession of said land, he was to 
receive all implements of husbandry, live stock, &c. neces- 
sary to equip a husbandman, without exception. 

That upon being thus informed, he took his leave of saifl 
William McDonald, (without giving him any decisive an- 
swer), and returned to his home in the parish and county 
aforesaid, where he was in about a week after visited by 
said William McDonald. 

That upon conversing some time with him, lie signed a 
paper, to which were prefixed the names of those already 
engaged. 

'^Hiat upon signing this paper, he conceives, but cannot 
assert it as a fact, that he paid said William McDonald 
two shillings sterling, but is positive that others who signed 
it, actually did pay two shillings sterling. 

That William McDonald having collected a few signa- 
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tures, lic46ok l.is departure and returticd to Brora, pre- 
viously telling him (this Deponent) tliat he would be ap- 
prized of his Lordship’s arrival in Scotland. 

That some time after these transactions, (he canno be 
exact in the period), he was jnformcd that Lord Selkirk had 

uvrivod in Sut lierlnmlshhc, iind U’Jfl) a \ WW 10 mCCl lUS 


Lordshij), went to Helmsdale, parish of Loth, and county 
of Sutherland. 


That on his way to said village, he met liis Lordship 
and x\gent, Mr. M^Lellan, near a public-house, on their 
way to Donald M‘Kay*s, in the parish of Klcyric, county 
aforesaid. 


That his Lordship having opened the door of his car- 
riage, spoke to him (tins Deponent) on the subject of the 
agreement iie had formed with VVilliam McDonald: his 
Lordship desired him to accompany them to Donald 
M-Kay's, in the parish of Kleync. 

That in their route they stopt at Mr. Ross’s dwelling- 
house, whore, leaving the coach, his Lordship proceeded 
on horseback. 


'rhat, on thfir arrival at Donald M‘Kay’s, they found a 
number of pcrsotis there on business of the same nature. 

That his Lordship, having dined, convened tho.se who 
were present, corroborating in every respect the proposals 
of Mr. William McDonald, and sl'*aklng hands very cordi- 
ally with almost all those Who were *s>embled. 

I’hat he (this Deponent) remained at Donald M^Kay^s 
about three hours, when liis Lordship desired him to go, 
and j}rep'ire himsedf for the voyage, giving him twenty days 
to arrange hi.s affairs ; which he did, telling his I-/ordship 
that he would retunr to Helmsdale at the time appointed. 

That having settled his family concerns, iScc, he returned 
to Helmsdale, and there learned that his Lordship had gone 
to Srromness. 


That having staid two days at Helmsdale, he, in com- 
pany with VVilliam McDonald, (who had lodged with him 
during their stay at Helmsdale), proceeded to Stromness in 
a schooner 5 where they arrived in two days from the time of 
their embarkation, ^ 


That in Stromness he hired lodgings, and William M^^Do- 
nald lodged with him ; that he saw his Lordship here (Strom- 
ness), and paid Into his hands the sum of thirty guineas, for 
his wife and child’s passage, also his own ; for which pay- 
ment he received a Note from his Lordship^ and whicn he 
has now in possession* 
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That he also deposited in his Lordship's hands the sum 
of forty-two pounds sterling, (for which lie also received l\is 
Lordship’s Note), as payment of a tract of land ; his Lord- 
ship at the same time telling, that should he not like the 
land, he had his (l-/ord Selkirk’s) full permission to go clse- 
W’hcre. 

That he remained fourteen days at Stromness, (during 
which lime no conversation of importance passed between 
his Lordship and him), wlicn he and others, under the 
same circumstances, embarked on board the Prince of 
Wales (merchant ship). 

That his Lordship came on board the Prince of Wales, 
and told him and others, that it would be necessary fop 
some of them to keep watch in their turn, to prevent 
sickness, which might occur from being crowded below. 

That, previous to his leaving Stromness, his Lordship 
liad told him to carry a gun with him, as he would re- 
quire one to defend himself from any attack made by his 
enemies. 

That he cannot state the time when the Prince of Whales 
left Stromness ; but states, that said Ship arrived at 
Churchill Cove, in the season autumn Eighteen Hundred 
and Thirteen. 

That on his landing at the Cove, lie was very ill pro- 
vided for, being under the necessity of laying under old 
sails, and his provisions at the same time exceedingly bad ; 
and he firmly believes it to be tlie effect of ill treatment, 
that a number of the Colonists died. 

Tliat his lordship had desired liim (this Deponent) to 
bring neither money, clothes, or any other articles neces- 
sary, for that he could procure them as cheap at Red 
River as in Sutherlandshire. 

That on his arrival at Churchill, he found that nothing 
could be purchased but with ready cash, and at so great a 
price, that he was surprized ; he having paid for one pound 
of tobacco, five shillings and sixpence sterling. 

That, instead of the allowance of English provisions, 
such as labouring men arc accustomed to receive in Great 
Rritain, and which Lord Selkirk had said should be al- 
lowed him, Mr. Archibald McDonald, one of his Lord- 
ship’s Agents, who was present at the time when this pro- 
mise was made, issued one pound of oatmeal and half a 
partridge per day, to each man, (with the same allowance 
for a woman and two children), together with eight pounds 
molasses, and. eight pounds damaged pease, for every mess 
of twelve men per week. 
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That upon demonstrating to Archibald MU)ona!<f^ that 
such was not the kind of provisions promised by his Ix)Td-» 
ship in his (Archibald McDonald’s) presence, Archibald 
McDonald answered him, that he ought to be content witli 
what he got, as it was good enough tor him. The l>epo* 
nent also states, that the English provisions which had 
accomf/anied them, were taken from them (the Colonists ^ 
and issued to the Hudson^s Bay Company ^s Servants; amf 
fhaff to pTOCHre the scant/ pittance of half a par- 
tridge per day, they were under the necepity of travelling’ 
fifteen miles, to draw it on sleighs ; that if they (the Colo- 
nists) refused to comply, their provisions were immediately 
stopt. 

That on Lis route fiom Churchill to Red River, they la- 
boured in the same manner as the Servants of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, and without recomjiense. 

That on their (the Colonists’) arrival at Red River, 
one hundred acres of land was given to each Settler, 
and that he and five or six Settlers, w^rc furnished with 
horses. 

That he received no impliments of husbandry or live 
stock, and all the kitchen furniture he could procure, was 
an old frying pan, and a small copper kettle. 

That the provisions issued to them at Red River were 
very indifferent, such as pcmican and cat fish ; no salt 
could be procured. 

Tliat Miles M'Donell assembled the Settlers at his 
dwelling-house, in Red River vSettlement, and calling him 
(this Deponent), Angus M^Kay, and John Mathuson to his 
room, desired them to tell the Settlers that arms would be 
furnished them for their defence. 

That he went out and spoke to the Settlers on the sub- 
ject, and which measure they all adopted, but two would- 
not. 

That upon this, they were formed into a line at the end 
of Mr. Miles M^Donell’s house, where they were treated 
to a glass of spirits per man. Miles M^Donell at the same 
time telling' him, that the laws this Country (meaning 
Red River) were, the stronger parties dictating to the 
weaker. After this harangue, each man was furnished 
with a gun and ammunition. 

That finding his treatment the reverse to what he was led 
to expect from Lord Selkirk’s representations, and for the 
reasons specified in this Deposition, be judged it expe- 
dient to return to Canada, and for that purpose requested 
a passage from Red River, from Mr. D. Cameron (a 



Proprietor in Ae North West Company), which was 
granted. 

And farther this Deponent says not. 

St. Maty Two Falla, IptA Auguat, 1815. 

(Signed) GEORGE CAMPBELL. 

Sworn before me, one of His Ma- 
jesty’s Justices of the Peace for 
the Indian Territories, 

(Signed) JoH^ Johnsto>’. 


Nt). VIII. 

James I'oomy's Affidavit. 

Personally came and appeared before me, Archibald Nor- 
man Macleod, Esq, one of the Justices of our Lord the King, 
duly appointed for the Indian Territory — ^James Toomy, a 
native of Ireland, now at Montreal ; deposeth and saith, 
that in the month of June, in the Year One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Eleven, lie was engaged to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company for tlirce years ; that in the spring of the year 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fourteen, he was at the 
Red River, in tlie said Indian Territory ; that early in the 
said spring, on or about the J5th of March, ho this De- 
ponent, and several other servants of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, were ordered by Captain Miles Macdonell, to 
prepare themselves to go oflf next morning to the Plains, 
in search of provisions, to the tents of the Freemen, and 
that he. Captain Miles Macdonell, would follow them; 
that he the said Captain Miles Macdonell addressed himself 
chiefly to this Deponent on this occasion; that the follow- 
ing morning, he this Deponent, and several other servants 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, to the number of fourteen 
or fifteen, receiveil arms and ammunition from one Mr. 
^Spencer, and proceeded under tlie command of one Mr. 
VVarren, to the tents of some Freemen^ one Charles II esse 
and others, near Turtle River; that the second or third 
night, he this Deponent and party aforesaid slept in the 
tents of the said Freemen; that he this Deponent and 
party found one Michael Macdonell (one of the Clerks of 
the said Hudson’s Bay Company) at the Freemen’s tents; 
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that he this Deponent found there also the servants of tlic 
North-West Company, named Jean Baptiste Desmarrais, 
and two or three others, whose names this Deponent does 
not recollect ; that the next morning this Deponent was 
present, when the said Jean Baptiste Desmarrals and the 
other servants of the North-West Company received 
from the said Freemen a quantity of provisions, con- 
sisting of beat meat^, and tallow, as well as^ fresh meat, 
with winch the said Jean Baptiste Desmarrais loaded two 
orlhree trains f (being more than one-horse load), and tl)e 
said Desmarrais and parly proceeded w ith the said trains so 
loaded, tow’ards the North-West Company's Forts at 'Fus- 
tic River; that the said Mr. Warren and the said Michael 
Macdonell, immedialely ordered this Deponent and the 
Ollier servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, to fall in 
rank and files, to load their muskets with powder and ball, 
and to sennv on tlieir bayonets, and ))iit thenisehcs In array 
to force the said Jean Baptiste Desmarrais and others, llie 
ser\’ants of the North-West Company aforesaid, to give up 
to him tliis Deponent, and tlie said Mr. Warren and Mi- 
chael Maedonell and parly aforesaid, the said provisions 
then in the possession of the said Jean Baptiste Desmarrais, 
and the other servants of llieNorth-West Company ; that the 
said Jean Baptiste Desmarrais and his party, not finding them- 
selves strong enough to oppose the said Mr. Warren and the 
said Michael Macdonell, they tool the said provisions from 
the sr.id Desmarrais in the presence of this J)epc)nent; tliat 
the said Michael Macdonell ord(‘red this Deponent to go 
and meet the said Captain Miles Macdonell, and inform 
him of what had just passed between the said Michael Mac- 
donell and tlie said servants of the North-West Com-* 
pany; that is to say, to ‘Mell Captain Miles Macdonell, 
that he, Michael Macdonell, had succeeded in taking the 
provisions from the servants of the North-West Company 
by force;*' that this Deponent* did impart tliis )nessage to 
Captain Miles Macdonell, who replied, it was all very 
well and he the said Captain Miles Macdonell then or- 
dered this Deponent to rctur:^ to where the said Mr. Mi - 
chael Macdonell had taken possession of the said North- 
West Company's provisions, to tell the said Michael Mac- 
donell to keep possession of the said provisions until he, 
the said CapUiin Miles Macdonell, should arrive there 
himself; that this Deponent then did return, according to. 

♦ Tlic BufFalo-meat is prepared by being beaty or poundedy with tallow. 

f The trainvy are *kdget drawn oa the snow by dogs, and lometiraei by 
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orders, and imparted the said last-mentioned message to 
the SJiid Michael Macdoncll ; that this Deponent accom- 
panied the said Michael Macdonell from Fort NVilliam, on 
the said Indian Territory, to this place; that the said Mi- 
chael MacdonelWs now in Monltea\. 

his 

(Signed) JAMES X TOOMY. 

Mark. 

Sworn before me, at Montreal, 
this 20th September, 1815, 

(Signed) A. N. Maci.eod, 

J. P. I. T. 


No. IX. 

James Pinkman's Affidavit. 

Personally came and appeared before me, Arcliibakl 
Norman Aiaclcod, one of His Majesty’s Justices duly ap- 
pointed for the Indian "rerritory — James Pinkman, a na- 
tive of Ireland, now at Montreal, who being duly sworn, 
deposeth and sjiith, that on or about the twenty-ninth day 
of May, Eighteen Hundred and Fourteen, at the Forks of the 
Red River, he was ordered by Mr, John Spencer to arm him- 
self, and to be in readiness to proceed to Portage La Prairie, 
about two days’ journey up the Assiniboine River ; that 
on the following day he, with two others, under the imme- 
diate orders of John Spencer, went to the said Portage 
Prairie, where they remained a few hours to refresh, after 
which they proceeded to Brandon Mouse, on the banks of 
the River La Sourie, where they arrived on the third morn- 
ing succeeding that of their departure from the Forks; 
that on tlieir arrival at the said house, he, Mr. John Spen- 
cer, went to the North-West Fort at that place, making a 
demand for provisions ; that to the best of his knowledge 
and recollection, one of those two men who accompanied 
him from the Forks of the Red River, went with him, Air. 
John Spencer, to the said North-West Company’s Fort ; 
that he cannot pretend to any knowledge of what passed 
between the person in charge of the Fort and Mr. John 
Spencer, but states, that a letter was written by John Spen- 
cer, and sent by one of bis men to Miles Macdoncll; that 
he supposed the letter was relative to tlie provisions, but is 
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.'■It puMiii-e; that dunii>; fiw ilavs that thi' mes';onger \vai 
..hsHit, t!ie y rcniriinrtl inailive; that on thi' lifth dav the 
^.v.‘^seli^^T stated, arrived witii an answer iVnm Miles Nlac~ 
(UmelK to this eOeet : that Mr. John Spencer should 

tviTce l.is way — rhat on the afteriKK)!! ul tlie same day 
Mr. ch.hn Spencer ordered him, uitli the atbreinentioned 
two men, to embark and cross the river, which was eile(*f{ d, 
-Mr. Ho.vc^j of the Huckon^s Bay Company, liavirjp ac- 
companied them, by landing before the gates of the I'ort ; 
tlyit Mr. John Spencer remarked while in the boat, that 
hh orders were to take the provisions by force ; that on 
thtir arrival nt the cates of the Fort, whicli were shut, Mr. 
John Spencer demanded, in the King’s natno, that the pro- 
visions, or pernican, grease, Sec^ then In the Fort, should be 
(iciiuTed to iiim ; that on which, xMr. Pritchard, the per- 
son in charge of said provisions, <t*e. desired he, Mr. Spen- 
cer, would wait a l\ w minutes ; Mr. Pritchard returned 
with a small note, which he ])U'jhcd through the stockades 
to Mr, John Spencer ; that on AJr. Join) SpenetT s reading 
f/te hr turned rnuiid and suid, that will not d(f } 

ta H'JiJch Mr, Pritchnn! rrplied, then you must forCV VOUr 
way, us I Wilt not open the izufes thfil he and the other 
two men were then ordered by Jolin Spencer to cut down 
the stockades, and take the su'd provisions, and by force of 
arms, whicli they did ; (o effect also which, the iron 
staples of the store were drawm, :» open the door, and 
John Spencer took all the provisions belonging to tlie 
North-West Corn])any, in the house and store so broke 
open, viz, five huDvIred bags of pernican, about ninety-six 
kegs of grease, and about nine bales of dried meat] that this 
Deponent objected to breaking open the bouse, and to be 
aiding in taking t!ie provKions, to which the said John 
Spencer replied, he must obey his orders ; that these pro- 
visions, &c. being taken in the manner stated, were con- 
veyed across the river to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
IW, and there deposited, except two batteaux loads, 
which were by tlic said Spencer taken down to the Forks, 
and delivered to Miles Macdonell^^ 

(Signed) JAMES PINKMAN, 

Sworn this 13tli day of September, 

1815, at Montreal, before me, 

(Signed) A. N. Macleop, 

J.P. 



Hugh Sni'oi^ds" Affidavit, 


Personaixy came and appeared before me, Archibald 
Norman Macleod, one of Ills Majesty’s Justices duly ap- 
pointed for the Indian Territory — Hugh Swords, a native 
of Ireland, now at Montreal, deposeth and sailh, that in 
June, 1812, he was engaged to the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany for three years; that in the spring of the year 1814, 
he was at the Red River ; that this Deponent and se- 
veral other servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company were, 
sent for to the house t)f Miles M^Donell ; that Milc^ 
IVPDonell then told him, that he this Deponent and the 
other men, to the number of eight or nine, were to proceed 
up the River, under the command of one John Warren, 
and keep a strict watch of any boat or boats of the North- 
West Company, with provisions, if they should come down 
the river ; and if any did come down, that they were to 
take such boat and boats, and the provisions, by surprize or 
force, and that Mr. Warren would command them ; that 
this Deponent and the other servants of the Hudson’s Bay 
Com}Kmy were furnished with arms and ammunition, that 
is to say, muskets and bayonets, and ball-cartridges, out 
of the store of Miles M^Donell ; and Miles M^Donell also 
told this Deponent and the other servants, that they were 
to obey the orders of Mr. Spencer. Being so armed, this 
Deponent and the other men proceeded up the River Assi- 
uiboine, under the command of Mr. Warren ; that they 
travelled along the River until dark, and then camped ; 
that that day they saw no appearance of a boat or pro- 
visions. The next morning Miles M^Doneli joined them 
with a Jield-piece^ and a number of men armed with 
muskets, where they had camped ; that Miles M^Donell 
then ]>laced the field-piece in a position, on^a point so 
as to command the passage of the river, and prevent any 
boats from going down ; that when they were all assembled 
they formed a pretty large party of men ; that this Depo- 
nent was ordered into a boat with eight or nine other men, 
under the command of Mr. Spencer, to go up the river to 
see if there was any appearance of the boat with the pro- 
visions coming down ; that they went a few miles up the 
river, and returned to the point where the camp and cannon 



wvrr, without hantiiT si‘t‘u any lliiu;X \)iyi \{ ; that Thai 

cvcnitr^y tiii.s J)i‘ju>ntMt iinfi :di tht‘ t>th<‘i* nit ii naunual to 

tiu* Fort, whciv Miles M‘l)uiu-U lived; ll a the next day 
t'iirht or iiiiii* iiicr}, ol‘ whith this Dej^oiu'H: w.is <.{ie, were 
OnJero<i hy Miles AFOoiiell toanu theiiiM-hes with 
am\ bu\\-cartri(h^s, which they did, and wen* ordeivd a-ain 
in about up the river, under the auiujiaml ol' Mr. John 
Spencer, iu search of the North-West Company’s boat uml 
provisions 5 that they went up the Uiver two days* journey ; 
that they found a boat, which they knew to be a boat be- 
longing to the North- W'est Company, in a small Bay ; that 
there were no provisions in the boiU, and that it had ap- 
parently drifted there; and biulini^^ no provisions in the 
boat, Mr. Spencer ordered the men to search in diftereut 
parts of the beach^ and })oints of wood, to sec where the 
provisions had been deposited; tlfat they looked in many 
wwd covvUl v\oi tu\d It, aud relaruetl where 
Wvey \etl tbevr bout •, tlvut l\uvt same evemug t\\ev wvwX v\p 

f/rnrDa) wW) thre nimr /o a 
loiiiro, ar hut, where they found three Ciinaduins {t)iw 
tras and his son, and the otfier he does not recolleet his 
name perfectly, but believes it was one S(nwissr) ; that by 
orders of Mr. Spencer, they took the three Canadians priso- 
ners, and took them down where the boat was; Uial next 
morning Mr, Spencer, this Deponent, and the other men, 
embarked in the boat with the said ilnce Canadian priso- 
ners, and returned to Miles AtMXmeJi, and delivered the 
said Canadian prisoners over to Mr, M4)onell ; that he look 
them into his own apartments; what passed there this Depo- 
nent cannot say ; towards evening the said Canadians were 
let at liberty, and they went down and slept in the tents of 
some Freemen that were encamped on the water side ; that 
next morning this Deponent and another man was ordered 
to go with the said John Spencer on horseback up to Poi- 
tras’ Lodge, where they had been taken prisoners, and 
that Poitras would shew them where the provisions were, as 
this Deponent understood; that they all rode up to Poitras’ 
Lodge, ami Poitras pointed out to them, on the other side 
of the river, the place where thi North-West Company’s 
servants had deposited their provisions; that this Deponent 
the other man, and the said Mr. Spencer, crossed in a 
wooden canoe, and went to the place pointed out by Poi- 
tras, and there found the provisions deposited; tliat the 
provisions were carefully and securely placed upon wood, 
and well covered with a leather tent, to prevent them from 
being injured by the rain or weather; that that night, the 
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„.i,l J,.h, Spencer, this DcponcM, aw' ®®') *, 

;il()nirsi<le of the provisions, to ^uarcl them, or ^revcn{ meif 
heiiii^ removed ; that the next day a boat with eight or 
fiiiu^ nu‘n came u|) from Miles M^Doneirs Fort, to take 
down the said provisions; that when the boat came up, thib 
Deponent and the other man took oft’ the covering of the 
provisions, and found them to be sacks of pcmican in good 
order; that they were recognized to be the provisions be- 
longing to the North-West Company ; and that the said 
provisions consisted of 9G or 97 leather bags of pemican, 
weighing each about 90 pounds ; that is, dried meat and 
grease pounded together ; that the pemican is considered 
the best provisions for carrying on the trade ; it will keep 
for several years, and Is obtained at a very considerable ex- 
pence and trouble, and considered absolutely necessary for 
bringing the traders and their men out of the Indian Coun»* 
try, until they can get supplied with other kinds of provi- 
sions; that this Deponent and the other men, by the direc- 
tion of the said John Spencer, took the said provisions from 
the place where they were so deposited, and put them on 
hoard the last-nientioi\ed boat, and conducted it down the 
river to tlie Fort of the said Miles IVFDoncll, and deposited 
tlie said provisions in his store; that he cannot say for what 
reasons the said provisions were taken, for there was no 
want of provisions in Miles M^Donell’s Fort at the time, 
especially as the fishing season had commenced, 

his 

(Si-ned) HUGH X SWORDS, 

Mark. 

Sworn before me, at Montreal, 
this Kfth day of Septem- 
ber, 1815, 


(Signed) A. N. Macleod, 
J. P, 
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No. XL 

James Golden's Affidavit. 

PjKiisoNALLY camc and appeared before me, Archibald 
Norman Macleod, Esquire, one of the Justices of our Lord 
the King, duly appointed for the Indian Territory — James 
(folden, late of Ireland, County of Sligo, now at Montreal, 
and deposeth and sai:h, That in the Year One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Fourteen, he was commanded to take 
arms and join the rest of llie Settlers, Colonists and Ser- 
vants of the Hudson's Bay Company (by Holdsvvorth, one 
of Miles M^Donell’s servants), wliich orders were rejected 
by liim t]\is Deponent, with this remark, that he (this De- 
ponent) would not enter upon such a business, or act in any 
such manner, but in event of Miles M^DonelPs leading the 
said party in person ; that upon this reply, Holdsworth went 
back, and remaining some time absent, returned to said Depo- 
nent, telling him to take arms and join* the said party, 
which orders this Deponent complied with ; that having 
been furnished with arms and ammunition, this Deponent 
loaded his piece ready for action j that from Miles M^Do- 
nell’s dwelling house, said party of Settlers, Colonists and 
Servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, were commanded 
and led by said Miles M^Donell and his inferior OflBcers, 
to assume a station on the banks of the river, to wait and 
intercept the craft belonging to the North-West Company, 
then on their way down Red River (or in other words, the 
Assiniboine River), with provisions 5 that to the best of 
his recollection, the said party consisted on this day, of 
twenty-five or twenty-six men, well armed and equipt, and 
one brass field-piece ; that he this Deponent had orders 
from the inferior officers to act in like manner with • said 
party, or after the same form of procedure, in compelling 
the craft of the North-West C^pany to land ; that the 
first winter this Deponent and his companions wintered at 
the Red River, they were assisted by the servants of the 
North-West Company with provisions, by means whereof 
many persons belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company 
and the Colony at Red River, were kepf from starving. 
In consequence of the North-West Company having assisted 
this Deponent and his comrades with provisions when starv- 
ing, was this Deponent's chief reason why he refused to 
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take up arms to take provisions by force, from the persons 
who had so assisted them ; besides, this Deponent did not 
wish to enter into a proceeding that he thought illegal and 
violent, 

his 

(Signed) JAMES X GOLDEN. 

Mark, 

Sworn before me, this 2()th 
day of September, 1815, at 
Montreal, 

(Signed) A. N. Macleod, 

J. IM.T. 


No. XTI. 

William Wallace's Affidavit. 

Pkhsonally came and appeared before me, Archibald 
Norman Maclcod, Esquire, one of the Justices of our Lord 
the King, duly appointed for the Indian Territory — VVillianA 
Wallace, late of Scotland, now at Montreal, deposeth and 
saitb, That this Deponent came out from Scotland in the 
Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eleven, under an 
engagement for three years, with Miles M^Donell, as a 
labourer, to assist in establishing a Colony on the Red River : 
the first year he worked at Seal’s Creek, near York Factory; 
the next year this Deponent went up to the Red River, with 
Miles M^Donell and about tsventy other persons ; that a 
Settlement wjus made there ; that the North-West Com- 
pany had a Settlement called a Fort, near Miles M^Donell’s 
Settlement ; that the Servants and Settlers of tlie Hudson’s 
Bay Company were encouraged, and received succours and 
help from the servants of the North-West Company ; and 
that the first winter they were there, this Deponent thinks 
they must have starved, if the servants of tlie North-West 
Company had not supplied them with provlsioi/s ; tluit the 
Norlii- West Company always continued to be friendly to 
Miles M^DonelTs peonle or Settlers, until Miles M^DonclL 
,Iobn Spencer, and Michael M^Donell and others, took pro- 
visions by force from the North-West Company; that thisr 
Deponent remonstrated with ttie said Miles M‘DonelI, and 
refused U) fake up arms against the North-\Vcst Company : 
Miles M‘Doncll said there was no la^v in the country but 
\hr hnv nf flu' strf>ngcsr, and that he could not get on wdth- 
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out that being the case ; that in the spring of the Year 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fourteen, he was order* 
ed by Peter Fidler (one df Miles M^PoneH's to 

take up arms, which arms were to be employed against the 
North-West Company ; that upon his refusing to do any 
such thing, he was threatened by him (Mr. Peter Fidler) 
to be flogged, and to have his wages stopped ; that Miles 
M^Donell had said, those who might be wounded or maimed 
jn any manner, in a skirmish or action with theaaid North- 
West Company, would receive a pension; that all those 
who would take up arms against the said Company, w’ould, 
as Miles M^Donell had said, receive three pounds, Halifax 
currency) that this Deponent not being inclined to take up 

arm®, or to be a party in hoatiUths, or Using forCC agdinst 
the North-West Company, last spring left the service of the 
said Hudson’s Bay Company; t\iat before he left Miles 
M^Donell, he saw him cause one John Funning to be tied 
to a tree, and his, Miles M^Doriell’s servant, ordered to 
beat him with rods; tliat Miles M^Donell w^as present, and 
scolded his servant for not striking him hard enough ; took 
the rod out of his servant’s hand, and beat the said John 
Funning himself, most unmercifully; that in June One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fourteen, a party of Miles 
M^DoneH’s men were sent out, and brought back a quan- 
tity of provisions, pemican, which had been taken from 
the North-West Company; that when it was brought down 
to Miles M^DonelPs Fort, this Deponent helped to carry it 
up into Miles MT^onell’s stores; he this Deponent heard 
Miles M*Donell remark, it %vas a good beginning, and that 
in a little time he would drive the North-West Company 
out of the River; that in summer of the YearOne Thousand 
Plight Hundred and Fourteen, he was witness to Miles 
M‘Donell bringing a party of armed men and a field-piece 
to the river side, in order to stop any canoe passing, that 
belonged to tlie North-West Company; that he saw two 
canoes stopt (the property of the North-West Company), 
the njen taken prisoners, and a case of guns taken from 
said eanoe$, and deposited in ^/he store, by Miles M‘Do- 
nell’s orders. 


(Signed) WILUAM WALLACF. 

Sw'om before me, at Montreal, 
this 20th day of September, 

1815, 

(Signed) A. N. Macleod, 

J. P. I. T. 
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^o. XIIL 

Speedt of ^he Gran^bs Orbillss, a great Chief of the Oii- 
pewdye^ made in the Indian Hall, at the Forks of Red 
RiveTy the \9th Junoy 1814; addressed to ^several of the 
Partners oj the North-West Company. The Chief holding 
a String (f Wampum in his luinds, tied at both ends, pro* 
ceeded thus: 

Traders, my Children, when I first heard of the troubles 
you were in at this place, my heart became sorry, and the 
tears ran down my cheeks. 1 found, however, tliere was no 
time to indulge in grief, no time to be lost. Qur Traders, 
our Friends, the Protectors of our Children, were surrounded 
with dangers ; I gave the call of war, and you see before 
you proofs that my voice was not exerted in vain; my 
young men liave listened to it. 

1 find that you as well as the Indians are surrounded with 
difficulties and dangers. We are placed as if all were en- 
circled within the ring of beads which 1 hold in my Imnds. 
We have the Sioux to oppose from above, and now it ap- 
pears that we have to contend with Lmdworkers from 
below. 

What are these Landworkers ? What brought them here ? 
Who gave them our lands ? and how do they dare to pre- 
vent our Traders from purchasing whatever we have to give 
them, upon our own lands ? But it would appear that these 
Strangers, these makers of gardens, look upon themselves 
as the real possessors of these lands, and presuming on this 
extraordinary right, would wish to prevent you from re- 
turning here, by depriving you of your stock of provisions 
traded on this Itivery in hopes thereby to drive you from the 
country, and make slaves of the Indians when deprived of 
their Friends ^nd Protectors. As for tlieiu, we can never 
look on them as such. 

Last summer I was called upon by you to.go with my 
young men to Fort William, in order to give assistance 
against the Americans; 1 listened to the call, and proceeded 
towards your great JLiodge; but when we reached it, I found 
that our assistance was not required. I however left my 
war club in the Hall, in case I might again be called 
upon. I then could not have thought that I should ever 
have occasion for my club to serve against the Whites on 
these lands ; and white people too, coming from the same 
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lands with yourselves I and all of you, as well as the lu'r 
dians, obeying the same Great Fatlier. liut wo see that the 
Landworkers arc unreasonable ; that they art; determined to 
impose upon us and upon you. VVe are tlieref'ore equally 
determined to break down whtitever barriers they may set up 
agabst us, or agaittst you. My young men arc equally de- 
termined with myself : it is our wish, it is our interest, to 

f treserve you amongst us at the risk of our lives ; for if you 
eave us, who will have pity on our women and children ? 

You say, however, that for the present, you have come 
to an understanding with these people, that you have car- 
ried your point with them. 1 am glad of it : 1 thank the 
Master of Life, that my string of beads will not be stained 
with the blood of Whites residing on these lands. I should 
alwa)’s wish to sec you at peace. I would love you all, was 
it possible ; but my heart and my life is at the service of 
those who have charge of the bones of my Father* and my 
Brother ; and if you cannot live in peace, and that these 
Landworkers will not allow you to trade with us as usual, 
they shall be destroyed, or driven out of the Assiniboinc 
River. 

To conlude what I had to say ; I already see a great 
change. When we were accustomed to encamp round the 
Forts of our Traders on this river, our Children used to be 
fed with pounded meat and with grease ; but this spring, 
hunger and starvation forced us to leave the Fort inncli 
sooner than I intended ; for my wish was to remain until 
the black clouds which appeared hanging over the Fort 
were dispelled. 

Some of you, my Children, thought perhaps then, that 1 
wished to get out of the way. But net ; i bad no such in- 
tentions : seeing that you bad not a mouthful of provisions, 
even for your young men, 1 was forced to go and seek some- 
thing for my Children. It was not the sound of bad birds 
that drove me away; my readiness in appearing here to sup- 
port your cause, ought to be a proof of my attachment to 
my Traders and to my Children. 

Iline aie my words, and 1 l'«we not two mouths. 

• The bones of NeUm, the Great Chief, Father of the Speaker, are pre- 
served on a Kafibld at Fort William, and hi» Json’s bones in the same man- 
ner at Lac la Pluie. There is always a flag placed over them by the Com- 
pany, as a mark of distinction, and respect for the memory of the dead 
Cliiefse 
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Ko. XIV. 

Resolutions of the Hudson s Bay Cowpcniij, 

Huilson*if Jiay House, I9th May, 1815. 

At a General Court Iield this day, of the Governor and 
Company of Adventurers of England trading to Hudson'^ 
Bay, for the purpose of taking into consideration an Ordi- 
nance for the more efl'ectual administration of Justice in the 
Company's Territories, pursuant to a notice of the same, 
advertised in the London Gazette on Saturday the 13th in- 
stant, the following Resolutions were submitted to the Pro- 
prietors, and passed In the affirmative, viz. 

First, That there sliall be appointed a Governor-irf-Chief 
and Council, who shall have paramount authority over 
the whole of the Company’s Territories in Hudson’s 
Bay. 

Secondly, That the Governor, with any two of his Council, 
shall be competent to form a Council for the administra- 
tion of Justice, and the exercise of the power vested in 
them by Charter. 

Thirdly, That the Governor of Ossiniboia and the Go- 
vernor of Moose, within tlieir respective districts, and 
with any two of their respective Councils, shall liave 
tlie same power ; but their power sliall be suspended 
while the Governor-in-Chief is actually present for ju- 
dicial purposes. 

Fourthly, lhat a ShevitT shall be appointed for each of 
the districts of Ossiniboia and Moose, and one for 
the remainder of the Company’s Territories, for the 
execution of all such process as shall be directed to 
therii according to law. 

Fifthly, 'I'hat in case of death or absence of any Coun- 
cillor or SheritV, the Governor-in-Chief shalT appoint 
a person to do the duty of the office, till "the pleasure 
of the Company be known. 

Extracted from the Minute Book of the said Company 
by 


ALEXANDER LEAN, Secretary, 
9tli June, 181a. 
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No. XV. 

John SiverighVs Affidavit, 

Province oj Lower Canada, 1 

District of MmtreaL y 

John Sivkright, late of the Red River, in the Indian 
or North-West Country, in North America, Gentleman, 
maketh oath and saith, that he this Deponent, in and pre^ 
vious to the month of March last, was a Clerk in the ser- 
vice of the North-West Company, in the said Indian Terri- 
tory ; that on the seventeenth day of March last past, Dun- 
can Cameron, a Partner in the safd Nortli-West Company, 
was residinjr in a Fort or Establishment belonging to the 
said North-West Company, called Fort Gibraltar, situated 
at the Forks of the Red River aforesaid ; that the said Dun- 
can Cameron had the charge of the said Fort, and of the 
persons in the service of the North-West Cortipany residing 
in the said Fort ; that between the hours of seven and eight 
o'clock in the evening of the said seventeenth day of March 
last past, the said Deponent, one Seraphim La Marre, a 
Clerk in the service of the North-West Company, and 
one Joseph PAurent, were in the apartment of the said 
Duncan Cameron in the said Fort, with the said Duncan 
Cameron ; that they were surprized and alarmed by the 
entr\' of a party of men headed by one Colin Robertson, a 
person in the service of the Hiulson’s Bay Company, or of 
the Earl of Selkirk ; that the Deponent distinguished one 
Alexaiuler M‘Lcan, Jolui P. Bourke, Michel Hayden, 
Martin Jordan, and several other persons in the service of 
the said Hudson's Bay Company, or of the Earl of Selkirk; 
that the said Colin Robertson was the leader of the said 
party ; that the said Colin Robertson bad a drawn sword in 
his hand ; that the said Alexander M‘Lean and the said John 
P. Bourke,* had drawn swordi-^and pistols in their hands, 
and that the other men of the party were armed with guns 
and fixed bayonets, and pistols in their belts ; that the ^aid 
Colin Robertson, on coming in the said rooms, went up 
to the said Duncan Cameron and collared him, saying, 

I am a man, and will no longer be imposed on," and 
laid hold of the said Duncan Cameron’s sword, which was 
hanging up against the wall ; and the other persons of the 
said party took the guns and pistols of the said Duncan 



Cameron; that the said Dancan Cameron asked the sand 
Coiin Robertson the meaning of his conduct; to which the 
said Colin Robertson replied, You will know by and bye;'" 
that the said Colin Robertson then left the said apartment, 
and on going out, addressing himself to the said John P. 
Bourke, and the said Alexander McLean, said, Captain 
McLean and Ensign Bourke, I deliver you the prisoners in 
charge — you will confine them all in the same room;'\ 
that the said John P. Bourke then came up to the Depo- 
nent, and put a pistol to his head, and addressing this De- 
ponent, said, You damned rascal, I have a mind to blow 
your brains out;” when one of the party laid hold of the 
said John P. Bourke's arm, and said, Mr. Bourke, you 
arc not to shoot any one here that the said Deponent 
was, in consequence of the behaviour of the said Coliii Ro- 
bertson, Alexander M‘L^an, John P. Bourke, and the 
other persons with them, put in fear of his life ; that the 
said John P. Bourke tlien proceeded to collect all the pa- 
pers and letters of the said Duncan Cameron lying on the 
tabic, and those in tlie desk, and put them in a box or 
chest, and gave them to one of the said party, who took 
them off ; that an armed guard was placed in the room 
over the said Duncan Cameron and the Deponent, for 
about three hours, keeping them close prisoners in the 
sadd room ; that Deponent then obtained permission from 
the said Alexander McLean to go into the hall or outer 
room, and went from the said room by permission into a 
room in the same house, where the said Seraphim La Marre 
was kept prisoner by the said party ; that the Deponent, 
on going into the last mentioiR'd room, asked the said 
Colin Robertson what his intentions were, and if he meant 
to keep them all prisoners? which the said Robertson 
replied, he would give him an answer next day ; tliat an 
armed guard was kept all night in the said liall or outer 
room, to prevent the said Duncan Cameron, the said La 
Marre, and this Deponent, leaving tlieir rooms ; tliat on 
the following day the said Colin Robertson informed this 
Deponent he was going to send oil* three men to intercept 
the North-West Express, which was then daily expected at 
the said Fort, and requested this Deponent to propose to 
the said Duncan Cameron, who was still a prisoner, that if 
he tiie said Cameron would promise not to take any means 
to prevent the express coming in, that he the said Robert- 
son would only open the letters addressed to the said Ca- 
meron, and would allow the remainder of the letters to 
proceed; that the said Deponent made the proposal to the 
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Cameron, who assciitcd to it, tellini^ this Deponent,^ 
that as it wAs in the power of the said Kobertson to take 
the whole of the letters, and ns they were of great conse* 
qncnce to the North- \Wst Compairv, it was better to roti- 
sent to it^ that this Deponent, on the day last mentioned, 
asked the said Robertson, by Cameron's request, to give 
up the Fort, and allow tlie trade to be carried on; that the 
said Robertson refused, saying that it was the Key of I he 
Red River, and he was deferiuined to keep it at all events ; 
that on the same day, the eighteenlK, and ou the nine- 
teenth day of March lak, the said Robertson caused a qtian- 
tity of small arms and pieces of cannon to be bronght into 
the Fort^ and deposited in the store ; that two men arrived 
in the afternoon of the nineteenth of Mardi aforesaid, with 
the North-West Express, who' were immediately put into u 
room, and an armed guard put* over them; llie letters 
were then taken to the quarters of the sak? Robertson, and 
/Hi Deponent conducted by two unncd men to llohcrt^ 
son's quarters, by the orders of the said Robertson ; that the 
said Robertson opened tlie packet containing the said Jelters 
in the presence of this Deponent, and tlie Depont nt saw 
the said Robertson break open six letters or more, addressed 
to the said Cameron, one letter addressed to John Dugald 
Cameron, and one letter addres'^ed to the said La Marre ; 
and the said Robertson kept all the letters, about one hun-* 
dred (excepting three letters addressed to this Deponent) ; 
that this Deponent, on the following day, obtained leave to 
go out of the Fort, and went to Qu'appelle Fort, an esta- 
blishment of the said North-West Company about one hun- 
dred leagues distant from Fort Gibraltar; that Alexander 
iVFDoneU, one of the Partners of the said North-West 
Company, who commanded at the said Qu’appelle For% 
wrote a fetter to the said Robertson, whicli the Deponent 
read, desiring the said Robertson to give up the said Fort 
Gibraltar, and to leave it in the state in which he had taken 
it; that this Deponent took the said letter and went to the 
said Robertson, and delivered it to him ; that this De- 
ponent, orf or about the tcni!f%iy of April last past, left 
the said Fort Gibraltar, at which time the said Cameron 
was still kept prisoner by the said Robertson ; that when 
this Deponent passed the Forks of the said Red River this 
spring, the said Fort Gibraltar was demolished, and no part 
of it remained standing but the chimnies; and this De- 
ponent saw the principal part of the wood and timber of the 
the said Fort putting up as a Fort round the Settlement of 
the Earl of Selkirk, or Hudson’s Bay Company, at Red 
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Ixiver aforesaid; that this Deponent was iiiforined, and ve- 
rily h( 'lu ves, that tl)c Furs belonging to the North-Wesl 
Company, which were in the Fort Gibraltar aforesaid at the 
time the said Robertson took possession of it, were taken 
down to Hudsoirs Bay, by the Agents of the said Earl of 
Selkirk, or of the Hudson's Bay Company, and that the 
said Furs were of tlie value of Eight liundred Rounds cur- 
rency, or thereabouts ; that this Deponent was also inform- 
ed, and verily believes, that the said Cameron was sent 
down to Hudson's Bay by the orders of the Agents of Hud- 
son's Bay Company, or of the said Earl of Selkirk, 

JOHN SIVERIGHT. 

Sworn at the City of Montreal, 
in the said District,* this 
•^Oth day of August, 1816, 
before me, 

Fs. Rollant), 

J. 


No. XVI. . 

Fram/ois Taupic7'\s Affulavit, 

Dish Id dc 

Francois Taupier, de Ste. Theresa, dans le District dc 
Montreal, laboureur, ayant prete serment, depose ct dit, t]ue 
Jans le mois de Mars dernier H etort dans le pays haut ou 
pays sauvage, dans un Fort appartenaiit a la Compagnie du 
Nord-Ouest, situe sur Us fourches dc la Riviere 
appclc Fort Gibraltar ; cju’il etoit dans unc petite niaison 
cn dedans du dit Fort, et au service dc Duncan Cameron, 
undcs Associes de la dite Compagnie ; que vers les sept ou 
huit hcurcs dii solr il entendit hcaucoup du bruit dans lo 
dit Fort, qu’il a sort! de la maison sus ditc, et a Tentre dans 
rappartement du dit Cameron en unc maison dans Ten- 
ceintc du dit Fort ; qu'en y entrant il appci c^iit un nomine 
Bourke, et un nomine M‘Lean armes dc sabres et de pis- 
tolets, mena9ant le dit Cameron et lui present ant lours pis- 
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'Fort, qui etoient tie la partic d'un nomme Robertson, et 
qui y sont venus avec lui. Que le dit Bourke, ct dit McLean, 
ct les autrcs personnes armees sont cntres dans le dit Fort, 
sous le commandement da dit Robertson, un des Agents dc 
la Society de la Bale d^Hudsonj qu’il a entendu dire, ct quHl 
croit, que le dit Bourke, s^appcllc John P. Bourke, le dit 
M‘Lcan, Alexander McLean, et Ic dit Robertson, Colin 
Robertson; que les dites personnes arniecs qui etoient dans 
Tappartement sus dit, ont contraint Ic Deposant de sortir du 
dit appartement ; que le Deposant alors entra dans la dite 
petite maison d*ou il sortoit, et qu’ apres qu’il y cst entre 
le dit Bourke entra dans Tappartement ou le dit Deposant 
etoit, menaqant le Deposant ct lui presentant son pistolet ; 
que lui le Deposant en consequence de la conduitc du dit 
Bourke ct des autrcs personnes avec lui, craignoit pour sa 
vie ; que Ic nomme Branconnier, unc des personnes an ser- 
vice du dit Cameron fut blcsse au bras par un coup de bay- 
onette inflige (a cc que le Deposant croit) par unc pcrsoiine 
sous le cominandcmcnt du dit Robertson ; que le Deposant 
ct les autrcs personnes au service du Nord-Ouest dans le dit 
Fort ont ete fait prisonniers, et detenues centre leur volonte, 
dans le dit Fort, quatre ou cinq jours par les dits RobCiison, 
Bourke, et M*Lcan, ct les personnes avec cux ; que le dit Ca- 
meron rcsta prisonnler depuis le temps que le dit Robertson 
cst entre dans le Fort, jusqu’a ce que le Deposant soit parti 
du dit Fort environ cinq jours apres, et qu’il etoit encore 
alors prisonnier— Que le dit Robertson a pris possession dc 
tout cc qu’il y avoit dans le dit Fort, appartenant a la Com- 
pagnie du Nord-Ouest, et de Icurs marchandises, d’environ 
t rente paquets de pelletcries delavaleurdemillc francs chaque, 
de leurs armes ct ammunitions, et de la plus grande partie 
dc leurs vivres. Que quand le Deposant est passe aux 
fourches de la Riviere Rouge ce printenaps, le dit Fort 
Gibraltar etoit demoli ; que plusieurs personnes au service 
dc la Societe de la Baie d’Hudson ont informe le dit Depo- 
sant, que le dit Fort avoit etc demoli par les gens dc la dite 

Societe de la Baie d’Hudson* 

« 

Sworn at the City of Mon- 
treal, in the said District, 
this 14th day of Septem- 
ber, 18 It), before me, 

Fs. Rollanb. 

J. P. 
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No^ XVIL 

Joseph Jourdains* Affidavit* 

Ce joiir d’hui le huiticme d’Aout de Tan mil huit cens 
seizCf au tort William, dans le district de Kaministigula, 
dcvant moi William M^Gillivray, Tun des Juges de Paix de 
sa Majestc pour les Tcrritoires Indiens, comparut person- 
nrilement Joseph Jourdains, de la Nore dans la Province du 
Bas Canada, un des Servitcurs de la Compagnie du Nord- 
Ouest, qiii, apres avoir prete serment sur les Saint Evangiles, 
Depose; que dans I'automne de Tan mil huit cens quinze, 
Mr Duncan Cameron, le depecha des Fourches de la Rivi- 
ere Rouge pour aller passer I'hivcr a /a Pivlerc ou 
que le nomme Bostonnois ^^ang.nan avait en charge; qu’ en- 
viron au vingt de Mars dernier, a pen pres a neuf heures du 
soir, sept homnies armees de sabres fusils, et bayonettes, se 
presenterent devant sa niaison, et enfoncant la porte se jet- 
tcrent dedans; que le Oeposant etant couche, ct que les 
assailans le menacerent de lui bruler les cervelles, s’il osoit 
bougcr, le nomme Rogers fut h la tete de la troupe, et tint 
son pistolct tanJe ; qu'ils dirent au Deposant qu’ils etoient 
venus pour s emparer de Bostonnois Pangman, d Alexander 
Fraser, et de C'harles Hesse, qui etuient les rommis, ct pour 
emporter toures les armes et ammunition; que le Deposant se 
rendit immediatement apres a la maison de Bostonnois Pang- 
man, a la distance d^environ quatre vingt pieds, ct qu’en 
entrant, il tronva John Pritchard, Alex. Macdonelh M‘Leod, 
et plusieurs autres, tous armes, avec les dits Bostonnois, 
Fraser, ct Hesse, qui avoient etc desarmes et faits prison- 
niers j que John J'ritchard et Alex. Macdonell forcerent 
Bostonnois de leur nimettre la clef du magazin, ce qu'il fit ; 
qu’ immediatement apres ils emporterent un baril de poudre, 
un sac de bal do plomb, de quatre-vingt livres de poids 
environ, et toutes les armes appartenanies a la Compagnie 
du Nord-Ouest, et a leur serviteurs ; qn’ensuite ils emme- 
ncrent prisonniers les dits Bostonnois, Fraser, et Hesse, ct 
les enfermcrent dans 1 ur Fort a !a distance cFenviron deux 
cens perches, d*ou il furent envoyes trois jours apres aux 
Fourches, de concert avec un Metif nomme Cantomiois, 
qui fut fait prisonnier pareillemcnt. 

Que cinq ou six jours apres Tattaque sus dite, le dit John 
Pritchard, et le dit Alexander Macdonell, avec une bandc 

.V.. . - - 
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gnie de la Bale de Hudson, se rendirent au magazln et cm- 
porterent toutes Ics marchandises, pelleteriesxt cfFets ; que le 
J^eposant et les autres gens dc la Coinpagnie du Nord-Ouest 
ctant informes que le Fort et toutes les provisions aux 
Fourche avoient etc saisies, furent obliges de se rendre dans 
les plaines pour alter trouver de la nourriture. 

Qu’au mois de ISIai suivant, le Deposant descendit la 
Riviere j’usqu’ aux Fourches, et vit alors Mr. Duncan Ca- 
meron, qui fut cmbarqiie coinine prisonnier dans un battcau 
pour aller a la Bale dc Hudson*, qu’il vit aussi metcre a bord 
les pviquets de pelletcries qui'avoient ete saisies aux deux postes 
des Fourches, et a In Jihiere an Pembina^ mais qu’il n’en salt 
p.^.s le nombre 5 que Mr. Duncan Cameron lui dit (au De- 
posant) qu’il y avoit eu trente trois paquets defaits darts le 
temps que la traite fut bouchee, et. qu’il se rappellc parfaite- 
ment qu’il y avoit quatre il cinq paquets de pris a la Riviere 
au Pembina; qu’aux Fourches il vit les servitcurs de la 
Compagnie dc la Bale de Hudson et les Colonistcs raser Ic 
Fort de la Compagnie du Nord-Oucsr, et faire descenclrc par 
le courant de la Riviere, tous le bois qui pourrait servir au 
Gouverneur Semple dans ses quart iers *, qii’apres cela, il les 
vit mettre le feu aux debris; que le Deposant resta aux 
Fourches avec les liommes libres, jusqu’a Tarrivc dc Mons. 
vMexander MMJonell de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, avec; 
les Batteaux de la Riviere On.lppeic. 

(Copic.) 

Sworn before me, at Fort Wil- 
liam, Indian Temtory, this 
Tenth day of August, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Sixteen, 

/Signed] Wm. M^Gillivrat, 

J. P. L T. 


No. XVIII. 

Jean JSaptiste Gervnis’ Affidavit. 

Ce jcur' d’hui le neuvieme d’Aout de Tan mil huit tens 
seize, au Fort William, dans le district de Kaministiguia, 
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ticvant inoi William M‘Glllivray, un cles Jugcs de Palx de 
Majeste pour les Tendtoires Sauvages, comparut personelle- 
mcnt Jean Baptiste Gervais, de Sorel, un des engages an ser- 
vice de la Coaipagnle de Nord-Oucst, qui, apres avoir prete 
serment sur les Saintes Evangiles, depose, qu'il a hiverne 
onx Fourches dt la Ilivirre Jtou^e avec le Sieur Duncan 
Cameron, et qu’ an mois d'Oetobre dernier, ne se rapj>ellrint 
pas cxactemcnt du jour du mols, mais que ce fut un Di- 
manehc, une bande armee de Colonistesde la Riviere Rouge, 
ct de gens engages au service de la Compagnie de la Baie 
de f'iudscn, ayant le nomine John Boiirk et McLean a leur 
tctc, entrerent de force le Fort de la Conipagnie de NorJ- 
Oiicst, et que liii ct tons Ics Canadiens au fort furent fails 
pritonniers ; qu’il ne se resouvient pas cxactcment du nom- 
bre des assailans, mais qq’ils etoient plus de douze, ct armes 
dc fusils, et dc bayonet tes; qu’en entrant Ic Fort, ils emmene- 
reiit avec eux le bieiir Seraphim La Mar, qiii avoit deja ete 
fait prisonnier d’avance ; et que Ic Deposant fut instruit que 
les Sieurs Duncan Camei*on et Charles Hesse, cn faisaiit im 
tour a cheval dans les prairies, avoient ete fails prisonniers 
dc meme, par Ic dit John Bourk, McLean, ct autres de la 
Colonie, et conduits dans le Fort de la Have de Hudson, 
dont Ic noinme Colin Robertson fut le chef ; et qu'ils 
avoient amcnes avec eux le dit Seraphim La Mar, apres 
de leur delivrer les clefs des inagazins \ que le Deposant 
lui vit leur remettre ; que la Bande proceda ensuite au dcs- 
armement de tous les Canadiens qui avoient des fusils, et 
qu ’ils rasscmblcrent toutes les armes, et de toute descrip- 
tiOii, qui sc trouvoient dans les magazins et dans les maisons, 
et les emporterent avee eux dans leur propre Fort \ que le 
Deposant et tous les autres engages de la Compagnie de 
Nord^Ouest, furent immediatement apres ordonnes de 
preparer leurs Canots et dc partir inccssament, soit pour Tem- 
bouchurc de la Riviere Ouinipique, ou pour la Riviere 
Blanche ; que dans la soiree du memc jour, le Sieur Duncan 
Cameron fut conduit prisonnier dans son propre Fort, et 
enferme dans sa chambre avee unc sentinelle dev ant sa 
porte. Le Deposant sus dit depose ensuite qucMans le mois 
de Mars dernier, ne se rappellant pas cxactemcnt du quan- 
tiemc, miiis que ce fut un Dimanche an soir, une forte 
bande dcs Colonistes de Lord Selkirk, et des engages de la 
Compagnie de la Baie de Hudson, armes de fusils, et de 
bayonettes, ayant Colin Robertson, John Bourk, et M‘Lean 
a leur tctc, entrerent le Fort de la Compagnie de Nord- 
Oucst par la petite porte, et prirent prisonniers le Sieur Ca- 
meron ct tous les eens au Fort ?, cu’ensuite ils s’emoarerent 
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de toutcs les Inarchandiscs, pclletcrics, et provisions q\ii se 
trduvoient aux mz^azins, ct en tinrent possession ; quc peu 
apres, tons les engages an services de la C^ompagnic du 
Nord*Ouest furcnt obliges de quitter le Fort, a I’excej)- 
tion dll Deposant, qiii, avec un autre horn me, dcmeuroient 
avec le Sieur Cameron qiii fut detenu prisoriuier : ct quc 
le Deposant resta avec Ini jusqu’au moment ou Ic Sieur 
Cameron fut transporte a la Raie de Hudson *, quc de- 
puts il resta avec Custain Bellange, homme libre, qui dc- 
meuroit tout proche du Fort : qu'il vit les paquets de pel- 
letcrics appartenant a la Compagnie dc ^ orci -Quest, et qul 
avoient ete pris dans leur Fort, etre embarqiies dans des 
canots, appartenant pareillenient ii la Coinj)agnie du Nqrd- 
Oacst, et partir pour la Baie de Hudson; que Ic noiAre 
des pnquets etoit environ de quarante, ct qu’il y avoit quatre 
canots, dom Tun etant carre fut lalsse enarriere*, qif an 
niois de Juin dernier, il vit le Gouverneur Semple et sa 
troQpe, aller a la poursuite des Metifs, qui avoient passe le 
Fort sans qu’il s’en fut apperqu, et n’en fut informe quc 
l6rsqu*il vit des Colonistes sc mettre cn marche, quand 
quelques uns des hommes libres hii dirent, Nos gens sont 
passes, les Anglois ont donnes apres/’ Qu'il vit les Colonistes 
et les gens de la Baic de Hudson, ayant John Bourk pour com- 
mandant, rasef le Fort de la Compagnie de Nord-Ouest, 
emportcr tous le bon bois, et le faire descendre en Cage 
dans la Riviere, et qu’apres le feu fut mis aux debris. 

(Copie.) 

Stvom before me, at Fort Wil- 
liam, Indian Territory, this 
Tenth day of August, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Sixteen, 

(Signed) Wm. M^GiLlivrat, 

J. P. I. T. 
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No. NIX. 

Second AjjicUrcit of John Sivcrighi, 

Dtsir'n t of Moufr aL 

tfoHN SjvF.niGirj, Into of the Ued River, in the Interior 
or Xortli-West Territory, (n'nllcnifin, denosetli and snith, 
'Thai Ik* is a Clerk in the service of the Xorlh- West Com- 
j)any< lint on the liinih day of June last, the Deponent was 
at a pl:;e(‘ called Jha t. ip* tle^a Prairie, on Red River aforesaid, 
jind rcftiaiiKad tln re until tiic twentieth day of June; that on 
the ci^chl<‘onti^ day of the said month of June, Alexander 
iSPDoiicll, one of th.e Partners of the said North- West Com- 
pany, Si nt a party of ahout fifty men from the said Portage de 
la l^airie, with orders to proceed to a place about twelve 
miles below the Forks of the said Red River, and there lo 
wait the arrival of the canoes and people of the North-VV^est 
( \»mpany, who were expected from llie North, and from Fort 
Willinni ; that the said Alexander M'Donell gave orders to 
tlie said party, in the presence of this Deponer\t, not to go 
near the .Establishment or Colony of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, near the Forks of the said Red River, nor on any account 
to molest any of the Settlers; they were only to sec if the 
communication of the rivir was free, and as soon as the 
canoes or people of the North-West Company should ar- 
rive from below, they were to send up notice; that the 
said party, had fifteen bags of pemicun with them, for their 
own provision, and to supply the people of the North-West 
Company expected from below. 

(Signed) JOHN SIVERICHT. 

Sworn at Montreal, the 13lh Sep- 
tember, 181G, beftwe me, 

(Signed) Fs, Rollanu. 

J. P, 
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No. XX. 

Deposition of Lieitienanis Charles Drumhj/, and 
John Theodore Mhani. 

District oj Montreal. 

Charlks Brumbv^ Lieutenant in His Majesty’s Regi- 
ment de Mearon, and John Theodore Misani, also Lieu- 
tenant in the same regiment, respectively depose and say, 
That in the beginning of May last, they left Montreal, in 
company Avith Messrs Alexander M‘ken 2 ie, Archibald 
Norman M^fiCod, and Robert llt^iry, on a journey to tlu' 
Indian Territories in North Amcrifa ; that l)eiiig arrived ar 
the distance of about fifty miles from the Forks of the !{(/! 
River, in the Indian Territories, on the t went} -liiinl ot 
June last, in the morning, they met a number of pers(ujs 
coming from that place, among whom were several of tiu* 
Colonists of the Settlement of Lord Selkirk, who informed 
them that a battle had been fought betweci; the ColonistN 
and tlie half-breed Indians, at the distance of a mile and a 
half below the Fort or place of residence of Robert Semi)b*, 
Esquire, Agent of the Hnd'^on's Hny Company (ealltd ! y 
them, Governor Semple) at the Forks of the Red River, and 
they understood this battle was foight on tlu! ninety enth o* 
the said month; that tiie Opponents proceeded till they 
reached the place where thev uuJerslood that the said Ro- 
bert Semple had a Post or Establishment, and there saw t 
number of Indians (ealied half-brccds) and other Indians 
assembled there; that the Deponents remained tlierc but a 
few hours, and returned to lliciere amr Moris^ situated a*; 
the distance of about hfiy-four miles from tin* said Forks of 
the Red River, on their way back to Fort William ; tliat oj\ 
their arrival at Rlviejy airv 3/oriV, they saw John McDo - 
nald, who was arriving from bis wintering grounds, and 
also Simon Fraser, who arrived in canoes ; lind tliese two 
persons could not have been c.>niir)g from Red River, as 
these Deponents must have met them coming down the 
river on their way to Red River, if they had come by water 
from that quarter; and that the said John McDonald gave 
these Deponents directions to take some of Ids provisionS| 
on their return to h^ort William, at a place whicli he pointed 
out to them ; that they also met at the same place, John 
McLaughlin, whom they had left at Fort William when 



<hey passed it j that they met John M^Gillivray in take 
Winipie on the twenty-seventh day of the said months a!( 
they were going to Fort Wttliani^ coming, as it appeared 
to these Deponents, and Os he informed them, from his 
wintering quatlers ; that the several jpersons above named, 
appealed to these Deponents to be entirely ignorant of what 
had taken place at the Forks of the Ked River on the 
nineteenth of the stdd ntonth of June; and these Deponents 
verily believe, tliat they were not, and could not have been 
at that place at the time ; that these Deponents were in- 
foi^mcd that the persons concerned in the North-West 
Trade, generally received their provisions' at a place called 
Le bas de la Riviere^ that isy the entry of the River Wi- 
nipic, and that the reasort of several of them going up the 
river as fax as tlic Riviere uux Moris, was their disap- 
pointment in not receiving their provisions at the usual 
place ; that when these Deponents left Montreal, on the 
first or second of May last, tliey saw Mr. William 
livray at that place, and they found him at Fort William on 
tlieir return from the Red River, where they arrived on 
the tenth of July last ; that on the thirteeenth day of Au- 
gust, the Deponents being at Fort William, saw two of 
the boats that had come the preceding day with a party 
of men under the Earl of Selkirk ; that these two boats were 
full of soldiers ; that Captain D’Orsonnens was in the iirst 
boat, and lieutenant Fauchc in the second ; that on their 
landing near the gate of the Fort, a person of the name oi 
M‘Nabb, and another person of the name of Allen, botJi of 
whom had conic in the said boats, approached the gate of the 
said Fort with Captain D’Orsonnens, who was armed with a 
swi>rd and ]nstol, and there spoke to several of the Partners 
of the North-West Company, who stood at the gate; that 
some words passed between them, and these Deponents 
heard some of the North-West Company (as they verily 
believe), say, Yes, but we cannot admit so many people 
in the Fort at once.** That one half of the gate was then 
vShut partly. That immediately on uttering tlm above-men- 
tioned words. Captain D’Orsonuens called to the men in the 
!)oats, avanf, aux ur7nts, vitesy upon which the men 
ill the boats jumped out, and, with musquets and fixed 
h lyonets, ruslied into the Fort, a bugle at the same time 
sounding the advance ; that a number of the men (voya- 
geurs) in the service of the Norlli-West Company, who 
>U)od near the gate, ran towards their encampment ; that 
1 ilese Deponents observed several of the soldiers dragging 
Mr. J(dui McDonald towards the boats, swearing at him,. 



and using violence, and heard him cry out, Don’t mur- 
der me/’ That these Deponents entered tlic Fort, where 
they saw Mr, Allen, and asked him the cause of such pro- 
ceedings, who answered, that all would be soon explained, 
and that the person who had ordered these measures would 
ansvter for the consequences, or words to that effect ; that 
a few minutes afterwards, Captain Matther arrived with a 
reinforcement of soldiers, wdiich the Deponents conceived 
to have been called for by the sound of tlie bugle; that 
there were two pieces of cannon in the F(;i1, which the 
soldiers planted in the square, and pointed at the gate, and 
this urmed parly was iininediately in possession of the 
Fort, as no resistance whatever was offered to the!n ; that 
the Deponents did not see any of the persons in the Fort 
armed at the time it was so taken possession of by the said 
armed party; that on tlw^ sume^ day, tlie Partners of tlie 
North-West Company who were in the Fort, nine in num* 
ber, were arrested, ainl the Deponents saw several of them 
conducted as prisoners out of the Fort with a guard, aiid 
they returned about eiglit o’clock in the evening, and 
next day they were put in close confinement, witli sentries 
overtliem; that in the evening of the thirteenth the troops 
xvere marched out of the Fort, after iutving been assembled 
in the square by the sound of the bugle, wah the exce])tion 
of twenty men under tlie command of Lieutenant de Giraf- 
fenreid, wiio remained in the Fort as a guard for the night ; 
that sentries were posted in several places, and tiu* jdaeo 
liad the appcarauce of a military post ; that the next morn- 
ing Captain Matthcy returned to the Fort with a number 
of armed soldiers, tuid told Mr. William INPGillivray on 
his arrival, that he had brought a reinforcement, as they 
vuidcrstood that the Gentlemen who had been arrested the 
preceding day, instead of coutining themselves to their 
own rooms, had been going about, and that arms had been 
preparing, or words to that etfect; that a short time after, 
the Earl of Selkirk made his entrance into the Fort, accompa- 
nied by his body-guard, and from that moiuent the Earl ut 
Selkirk appeared to take the eommaiul ; and some days after, 
he took his quarters in a liouse formerly occupied by the 
Gentlemen of the North-\\ csj'tompany ; ami botnc of his 
people were also quartered in other apartments and build- 
ings within the Fort; that the Deponents also understood, 
that oil the following days, the Books and Papers of the 
North-West Company had been seized and searched, and 
saw, at one time, Mr. Allen, Mr. M‘Nabb, Mr. McPher- 
son, and Captain D’Orsomicus, searching for Papers, and 



5t 

6calmg up trunks in di^rent rooms ; the Deponents also sawr 
some of the soldiers employed in making gun-carriages in 
a work-shop formerly used by the Carpenters and men of 
the NorUi- West Company ; that on the twenty-second day 
of tlie same month of August* a canoe arrived from Mon- 
treal with Dispatches for the North-West Company ; that 
the Papers or Dispatches the men brought w^erc taken from 
them, and the canoe searched) that some of the things in it 
were placed in charge of a soldier of the Thirty-seventh 
Regiment, one of the body-guard of the said Earl of Sel- 
kirk ; that it appeared to these Deponents, that from the 
time of the taking of the Fort, as above- mentioned, until 
the time the Deponents left it, the trade and business of 
the North-West Company was entirely stopped ; that the 
Deponents understood tl^ North-West Company w*ere not 
allowed to send any Goods or Furs out of the Fort, nor 
could they employ the men in their service, some of whom 
were destined to go into the interior of the country with 
goods and ammunition for the Natives, and to supply their 
different trading jposts ) others to go down to Montreal 
with Furs, and other articles for exportation, as the Depa- 
^icnts understoodl. 

CHARLES BRUMBY, Lieut* 

THEODORE MISANI, Lieut* 

Sw'orn at Montreal, the 
leth of Sept. 181(5. 


No* XXL 

Robert M^liohb^s Affidavit. 

Dhtrict of MontreaL 

Robert M^Robb, of Montreal, in the said district, Ch‘n- 
llcman,^ being duly sworn, deposeth and saith. That he is 
a Clerk in the employ of the North-West Company, and was 
at Fort William, in the Indian Territories in North Ame- 
rica, all the month of Augqst last, and up to the third day 
of tlie present month) that on the twelfth day of last month 
the Earl of Selkirk, with an armed party, passed the Fort, 
and encamped at the distance of about half a mile above the 
Fort, on the opposite side of the river ; that the next day 
this Deponent saw the men composing the above party, 
cleaning and preparing their muskets, and landing pieces 
of artillery from their boats ; that the same day, thirteentli. 
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in tW tins Deponent at tlie g^te of the 

Fof% afiivod ttear the Fort, full of armed 

so{£eihi;Uhat a ^rsoii called Br. Allen, John M^Nabb. 
BbiMfld M^Ph6rsM>ti, and Cant. P. D. D^Orsonnens and 
Lient. G^pard Adolph louche, the^ two latter fbrmeriy 
Officers in the Be M eoron Regiment, and aeveral other per* 
sons, came up to the gate of the Fort, and were about en* 
tering it, when Mr. John McDonald, a l^rtner of the 
North*Wesl Company, wlio stood there at the time, told 
these jpersons^ that they could not enter so many people 
atone time, without shewing their authority; that upon 
this, one of the above-named Officers called to the soldiers 
in the boats, " aux anMesf** that the bugle sounded, and 
the men rushed in the Fort with fixed bayonets ; that this 
Deponent observed the above-named Capfc. D’Orsonnens 
had a sword or sabre at liis side, and pistols about him, and 
that the said Lieut. Fauche had a gun or fusil in his hand 
at the tinie they 20 forcibly entered the Fort with this armed 
party 5 that presently after, when in the Fort, this Depo* 
nent saw Capt. D*Orsonncns and several others of the soldiers 
about Mr. John McDonald : Captr*D’Orsonnens had hold of 
him by the collar, one of the soldiers held a pistol to his 
head*, Capt. D’Orsonnens ordered him to be dragged out of 
the Fort; that this Deponent then heard the said John 
^.PDonald say, that he would not go unless they produced 
their authority; that this armed party was distributed in the 
Fort,and took possession of every thing in it belonging to the 
North-West Company, and from that moment, the Fort 
was completely in the power of the Earl of Selkirk and his 
armed force, and was still so when this Deponent left the 
place, on the third day of September instant ; that the 
Gentlemen, Partners in the Company, being arrested, the 
Clerks were not allowed to communicate with them, and the 
business of the Company was entirely at a st^d ; the canoes 
bad been ordered into the Fort, and no goods for the In- 
terior, nor Furs and other articles of trade were allowed to 
be taken oyt of the Fort; that on the second of this month, 
this* DepdOent understood that Mr. M*Tavish, one of the 
Clerks of the Company, was cr^^cd upon by the Earl of Sel- 
kirk for the purpose of letting him sec the provision*store; that 
Mr. LandrOaux, another Clerk of the Company, was sent with 
bis Lordship, with the keys of the store, and opened the doors, 
and that when his Lordship had entered the store, he told 
Mr. Landreaux he would keep the keys, and took them from 
biih, saying that application must be made for provisions 
to Capt. Matthey; and that he had before told Mr. M«Tar 
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wishj th»t 'aU the^rMi«rty«a» 4ktr!une4; that 
Dqwncnt left the Foot ijbe next dajit Iw^odcrf^iod iHat 
the key* of the proviste9*st<xO ' were still in the posKsshm 
jof the £arl of Selkirk; that this Deponent has also a imoie- 
ledge, thae some days iwforet the £^1 of Selkhkhad given 
orders that anumber of the men f engages wyageurt ) in the 
service of the Northp>West Company, sfao!^ cmiduct his 
canoes in the interior, and heard his Lord) hip tell Mr. 
/t/'7V/vtsA, that he must not dissuade the men, and tlnnif 
he did, it would be at his peril f and that he was informed 
by the men, that they were commanded in the name of Go- 
vernment ; ntd this Deponent hath hereunto signed his name. 

(Signed) ' ROBERT M‘ROBB. 

Sworn at Montreal, the^ist 
Sept. 1816 , before me, 

(Signed) Rod. M'Kemzie, 

J P. knd Civil Magistrate for Indian Territories. 


No. XXII. 

Robert Cowie*s Jjffidavit, 

Robkrt Cowik, now at Montreal, Gentleman, duly 
iiwoni, depoficth and saith, ITiat he is a Clerk to the North- 
West Company ; that last spring he wont up to Fort Wil- 
liam with the Honourable William M^Gillivray, and his 
other employers ; that he was at Fort William on the thir- 
teenth day ot‘ August, when the Earl of Selkirk, assisted 
with a large force of soldiers and armed men, by force and 
violence t<x)U the .said William M^GiUivray and other Part- 
ners of the North-West Company prisoners, and iifter, pos- 
session of the said Fort and Establishment there ; that the 
said William M^Gillivray and other partners were sent oft* 
prisoners under a military escort; that this Depoaeut and 
some other Clerks, and about tw^o hundred men, servants 
and engages of the North-West Company, remained at 
Fort WiUiam, seventy of whom were en^ged to go Jnto 
tlie interior ; that soon after the said WUiiam M^Gilliyray 
and his Partners had been so sent olF, the said Earl.pf Sel- 
kirk and his servants were using every endeavour to <lc- 
bauch the men of the North-West Company, and get them 
into his service ; that on the twenty-ninth, day of August 
the said Earl of Selkirk brought some goods of hi$ into 
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the Stoiet of the North-West Company at Fort William t 
that this Deponents and three other Clerks^ advised the said 
men of the said North-West Company, not to break their 
solemn engagements with the North-West Company, or 
suffer themselves to be debauched, as was attenmt^ } that 
n$ soon as this came to the knowledge of the said Earl Sel- 
kirk, he ordered a subpoena to be served upon this Depo- 
nent and the other three Clerks, to appcarat York, in Upper 
Canada, to give evidence on a certain accusation against the 
Honourable William M^GilUvray, for conspiracy that the 
said subpoena was served upon this Deponent and the other 
Clerks on the second day of September instant, and this 
Deponent and the others were ordered to leave Fort Wil- 
liam in half an hour for York ; that they left Fort William 
in the course of the next day. 

That the said Earl of Selkirk never examined this Depo* 
nent, or enquired of him if he knew of any fact or circum- 
stance respecting any charge whatever against Mr. William 
M*GilUvray or otherwise ; and the fact is, that this Depo- 
nent does not know any fact or circumstance relative to the 
matter for which he was subpoenaed by the said Earl of 
Selkirk ; and this Deponent verily believes, that the said 
Earl of Selkirk made use of his office of Justice, to send 
him, this Deponent, and three other Clerks of the North- 
West Company away from Fort William, because they had 
advised the men not to depart from their engagements, or 
suffer themselves to be debauched from their bounden duty; 
that the day before this Deponent left Fort William, he, 
the said Earl of Selkirk, liad taken possession of the keys of 
all the provisions of the North-West Company in the said 
Fort, and had given orders that none were to be taken out 
but by the order, or through the medium of Captain 
Matthev, lale of thcDe Meuron Regiment; and this Depo- 
nent verily believes, that this act of violence on the part of 
the said Earl of Selkirk, was done, the more effectually to get 
all the men of the North-West Company at Fort WilHam 
aforesaid into his power and service, in order to assist him 
in his ulterior proceeding. 

(Signed) ROBERT COWIE, 

Sworn at Montreal, the 21st 
day of September, 1816, 
before me, 

(Signed) Rod. M‘Kenzik, 

J. r. acd Civil Magistrate for Indian Territories. 



No. XXllL 

To the Right Honorable Earl Bathurst, His 
Majesty^s Principal Secretary of State for 
War and Colonies. 

The Memoriiii and Petition of APTavish^ Fraser, and 
Co.j and Inglis, Ellice, and Co. of London, 3/er- 
chants, on their ozm behalf, and on behalf of other 
Persons interested in the North-West Company of 
Fur Traders of Canada ,* 

HUMBLY SHENVETH, 

That the events of the late Campaign In Upper Ca- 
nada, have entirely cut ofF all communication between 
the Lower Provinces and the Establishments of the North* 
W est Company in the Interior of the Continent ; and the 
Americans having obtained the temporary ascendancy on 
Lake Eric and l^ake Huron, it will be impracticable to 
send up supplies of goods for the Trade, or the necessary 
subsistence for the persons conducting it, by the usual route 
from Montreal to Lake Superior. 

That your Memorialists have now actually employed in 
their Service nearly two thousand persons, including 
Partners and Clerks, who are dispersed over the immense 
countries between Lake Superior and the Pacific Ocean, 
and engaged in the Fur Trade, with the different Indian 
Nations who inhabit these eirtcnsive regions : that your Me- 
morialists have hitherto respected the supposed rights of the 
Hudson^s Bay Company, by not opening through the Ter- 
ritories which they claim as their property under their 
Charter, the more direct and expeditious communication 
from Lake Winipic to Hudson’s Bay, but have been 
contented for a long series of years to conduertheir Trade 
through the Province of Canada, to their serious inconve- 
nience and disadvantage. The route from Lake VV ini- 
pic to Montreal, exceeding in distance 2500 miles, and 
requiring a period of 80 days to effect it, tHat to Hudson’s 
Bay being only 500 miles, and affording In every respect 
greater facilities. 

I’hat the route through Hudson’s Bay to the Trading 
Posts of your Memorialists in the interior, is now the only 



one through which they can establish a communication^ and 
bring put their returns of the last year's trader and they 
humbly beg leave to repxieseiiit to ypc^ Lordship, that unless 
they 9^^' be authorial by His Majesty''^ Goverhment to 
trammtt, through this route, the provisions for the subsist*^ 
oiee of thdf people, and supplies necessary for their 
trade, it must be entirely sacrificed during the war* 

, Although your Memorialists are advised, and haye ever 
contended, that the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
arc only nominal, and Uxat those conferred by their Char*, 
ter, supposing it to be legal, have become void, by their 
non*^mpliance with the terms required in it, still your Me- 
morialists haVe hitherto been averse to enter into any discus- 
sions on the subject, further than to attempt a treaty with 
tlie Company to define their boundaries in the interior,' 
founded on the rights of each party to the benefits of their 
own discoveries, but which was defeated by the claim set up 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company, to the whole territory 
through which the different waters flowing into the Bay,’ 
passed in their course, and by the recent Grant iu Fee Sim- 
ple to the Earl of Selkirk, of a large tract of land in the in- 
terior for the purposes of colonization* 

Your Memorialists have hitherto desisted from troubling 
His Majesty’s Government on the lubject of the Claims of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, being aware of the interpre- 
tations which would be put on su^ an interference, front' 
the jealousy which may naturally be supposed, and actually 
does exist between two IVading Companies in rivalship 
with each other; but as there now appears an indispenstble 
necessity that your Memorialists should be permitted to 
carry on their Trade through its natural channel, tlicy beg 
leave to submit to the consideration of your Lordship, the 
necessity of some investigatiom into the rights of tlie Hud- 
son’s Bay Cox^any, in order that they may. be defined and 
ascertained. The Charter of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
if valid in ^ the privileges it is supposed to confer, would 
indeed be a singular monopoly in the annuls of any coun- 
try: in virtue of it, the Company claim a perpetual right 
to the exclusive Trade, Navigatj^yi, and Fisheries in the Bay, 
and the absolute property, to be disposed of by deed, under 
their Seal, of all the Countries bordering o^n Hudson’s 
Bay, and upon all the Rivers and I*akes communicating 
with it from the interior. 

The conditions of this Grant by the Charter are, that 
they should colonize and settle the Bay, carry on the Fish- 
eries, and make discoveries in the interior; instead of which,. 



previous to the discoveries of your Memorialists, they con-* 
tented themselves with trading such Furs as the Natives 
brought down to their settlements in the Bay, and have only 
attempted a communication with the interior, as the enter- 
prise of your Memorialists made fresh discoveries, and the 
oervants of the Company tracing their route, have formed 
establishments after them. They have neither colonized 
the Territory of the Bay, nor carried on the Fisheries to any 
extent. 

The Capital of this Company is undefined by their Char- 
ter, but your Memorialists believe it amounts to about 
100,000/. b'tock, which Stock has fluctuated, during the 
last twenty years, from 230 a 50 per cent., and during the 
last seven years the Directors have neither declared or made 
any dividend, or laid any statement of their affairs before 
their Proprietors ; so that the value of the Stock must be now 
very trifling ; and your Memorialists are informed, that the 
Grant to the Earl of Selkirk was made after the Earl had by 
himself or his connections, by purchases of St ck, obtained 
a preponderating influence in the direction. The Directors 
claim also a right from their Charter, when their Stock is 
insufficient for the purposes of their trade, to borrow loans 
by bond under their Seal, which under their present circum- 
stances, may become highly prejudicial to such of His Ma- 
jesty’s subjects as might be tempted to advance money un- 
der the supposed authority of the Charter. 

The pn decessors of your Memorialists, who carried on 
the Fur Trade from Canada to the Countries West of Lake 
Superior, made their first establishments on that Lake suc- 
ceeding those of the French Tradci‘s in the year 1761, the 
year after the conquest of Canada by His Majesty^s arms, 
and gradually, as independent Traders, penetrated further 
into the interior, in every instance preceding the establish- 
mentsof .the Hudson's Bay Company, till the year 1779, 
when the different Traders, for their common safety in a 
country where they had no protection from their GoYcrn- 
ment, entered into agreements, and united the Trade under 
the title of the North-West Company of Canada, and which 
lias been continued by different coalitions of contending 
parties till the present time. The North-West Company 
has now extended its establishments to the shores of the 
Pacific, and have recently sent two vessels round Cape Horn, 
to connect those with the Trade to China, a trade hitherto 
carried on with avidity by the Americans. The Hydson’s 
Bay Company have slowly followed their movements in the 
interior, but without the ability to profit by the Trade. 
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The Capital x^^hich ydur Memorialists employ in thk 
Trade, is much more e;xtensive than that of the Hudson's 
Bay Company: their returns have, ever since their establish* 
ment, fonr times exceeded those of that Company, and they 
have equally been obtained in barter for British Manufac* 
tufcs* 

The North-West Company and the other British Traders 
in Canadai have been the great means of cementing our 
connections with the Indian Nations of the Continent, who 
are and have always been particularly attached to them. 
Under these ciraimstances, and the peculiar situation in 
which the War has placed them, your Memorialists have it 
in contemplation to send an Expedition from Quebec to 
Hudson's Bay, with the requisite supplies for their Traders 
in the interior, and they have applied to the Lords Com- 
missroners of the Admiralty, for protection to their ships 
while in the Bay. 

Tour Memorialists have found themselves compelled by 
the unexpected events of the War, to submit their case to 
the consideration of your Lordship, and humbly hope for 
the protection of His Majesty’s Government, in their endea- 
vours to retain this valuable Trade to the Country; and 
they respectfully pray, should it be inconvenient to your 
Lordship to take these circumstances into your immediate 
consideration, that you will be pleased, in the mean time, to 
jccoinmend to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
to grant the Convoy requested, and to give instructions to 
the Captain of the Ship of ^Var which may be ordered on 
this service, to protect the property of your Memorialists 
against any attempts on the part of the armed vessels of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, or others, to capture or detain it 
as a prize, or to obstruct their proceedings, under the alleged 
pica of infringing the Law, by a breach of the supposed 
Chartered Rights of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, 

&c. &c. &c. 


London j February^ 1814. 



No. XXIV. 

London^ ISth March^ 1815. 

Henry Goulburtii Esq. 

SIR, 

We have had the honour to receive your Letter of the 
2d instant, addressed to the North-West Company, with the 
enclosed copies of a correspondence between Lord Selkirk 
and the Governor and Committee of the r.hidson’s Bay 
Company, and also the Statement of the Governor and 
Committee, relative to their grant of Lands to his Lordship, 
on the Assiniboin River in North America. 

As .‘‘gents in this Coun'try for the North-West Company 
of Montreal, we lose not a moment in requesting you will 
assure Lord Bathurst, that the motives imputed to them by 
Lord Selkirk, arc utterly unfounded; and we are persuaded 
also, the members of that Company stationed in the interior 
of the North American Continent, feel t o much for the 
miseries, already inflicted upon their unfortunate country- 
men, the victims of his Lordship’s visionary speculations, to 
add by any action of theirs, to the risk which those de- 
luded emigrants undoubtedly run from the disputes which 
must arise between them and the Indians, and a jealousy the 
different Tribes have always entertained of any agricultural 
encroachments on their hunting grounds in the interior. 

Lord Selkirk mistates in his Letter, we arc persuaded un- 
intentionally, any expressions which may have fallen from 
us on the first publication of his schemes. \Vc have at all 
times expressed our fears of the fate which he now seems to 
dread may await this Colony, and have not ceased to repre- 
sent to him, and to the Hudson’s Bay Company, both the 
impolicy and danger of attempting any settlement of this 
nature so remote from legal restraint, and adequate protec- 
tion from the hostilities of the Indians ; and we have always 
expressed it as our decided opinion, that it would not only 
be productive of ruin and danger to the ^ettlcrs, but to the 
valuable trade carried on by both parties : our experience of 
the effects of this intended settlement has not tended to re- 
move, but on the contryy, to enforce these impressions ; 
and the present application from his Lordship, but too 
strongly confirms the correctness of them. The conduct 
of the North- VVest Company's Traders, in supplying the 
Colonists, who must otherwise have starved during the 

I 2 
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l$rly, believes in the probability of oltimatc success, and ait 
we can expect from His Majesty’s Government is, that if 
they should see it fit to sanction and encourage his Lord« 
ship^s undertaking, they will take adequate measures to pro* 
tcct the Trade of His Majesty's Subjects against the conse- 
quences apprehended from it, 

Wc have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

M‘TAV1SH, FRASER. & Co. 

INGJ.iS, ELLICE, Co. 


No. XXV, 


(Copy,) 


LondoHy 29t/i Maf/y 1813 , 

JIcnn/ Goulburny Esq. 


SIR, 

With reference to the important subject on which wc 
had the honour to address you on the 18th \Jarch. we again 
find ourselves under the necessity of drawing the attention 
of His Majesty’s Government to the extraordinary Proceed- 
ings of the Earl of Selkirk and the Hudson’s i'ay Company, 
and particularly to the assumption of power attempted by 
Resolutions proposed to, and adopted by the General Court 
of Proprietors of that Company, on the 19th instant, of 
which we understand a copy has been transmitted to Earl 
Bathurst, 

An appre'hcnsion of the dreadful consequences which can 
scarcely fail to attend the exerc'^Jb of that power, induces us, 
as representing in this country the different Canadian Mer- 
chants interested in the Fur Trade from Montreal, to re- 
quest you will lay before his Lordship the following Repre- 
sentation in their behalf. 

The territorial rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
bave never been defined, and although they now claim as 
their exclusive property, all lands watered b^ rivers which 
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{n their course fall Into the Bay, the greater part of thd 
country which would be included in that description, was, 
previous to the partial occupancy, or even to thg^discovery of 
it by their traders or servants, in the actual possession of the 
then French Colonists in Canada(somc part as early as the year 
1727), and subsequently to the conquest of that country by 
Great Britain, has continued in possession of Canadian Tra- 
ders who now occupy it, deriving their right uninterrupted- 
ly from their French predecessors by the formal cession of 
C anada in 17GK Four fifths of the whole trade arising 
from what is called the North-West Country, (the bounda- 
ries of wldcli may be defined by Lake Superior to the South 
and East, the Mississippi and Mississouri Rivers to the South, 
tlic Rocky ^ fountains to the West, and Hudson's Bay and 
the I‘Vo/en Ocean to the North anti East, and all which 
country would be included in the claim of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, as now contended for by them) has been for near- 
ly a whole century carried on by Canadian Subjects; and in 
all instances where the Hudson's Bay Company havt extend- 
ed their establishments beyond the coasts of the Bay, it has 
been by following the discoveries of the Canadians in the in- 
terior, and forming posts where the others have preceded 
them. The only posts to which they can claim the right of 
original possession, are their establishments on the sea shores 
of the Bay ; and these, if an investigation were to take place, 
it would be probably decided, are the only situations over 
which their exclusive privileges could be construed to ex- 
tend. 

Supposing, however, that the Company acquired by their 
Charter exclusive territorial and commercial rightsin allcoun- 
tries which they claim to belong to them, and their definition of 
which is before stated ; those rights and privileges must have 
long since virtually ceased by the disuse of that Charter, 
and by the non-fulfilment on the part of the Company of 
the terms on which it was originally granted; and the claims 
of Territorial Jurisdiction avowed in the Resolutions of the 
Court of Proprietors, would probably not now have been 
brought forward, had it not been for the circumstances al- 
ready detailed in our Letter of 18th March. 

But since the Earl of Selkirk’s interference in the afiairs 
of the C ompany, these dormant and obsolete rights have 
been scrutinized with the greatest industry, in order, as it 
appears to us, that an engine might be invented for the cf- 
fecttial oppression and ruin of his Lordsiiip's rivals in trade; 
and for the promotion of thoic schemes of monopoly and 
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colonization, which, if success in them was not absolutclf 
impracticable, could alone prosper by the destruction of the 
Canadian trade. 

It is intended in pursuance of the Resolutions, to appoint 
Dependants of Lord Selkirk and the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
both Judges and Juries in causes between themselves and 
their opponents. These Judges and Juries so appointed and 
selected, are to administer impartial justice in causes where 
their immediate interests must be always in question, and 
where between the parties there must necessarily exist a cer- 
tain state of rivalship and animosity. The Canadian De- 
fendants in these suits have never hitherto acknowledged the 
jurisdiction of their opponents, and will not now feel more dis- 
posed, from the violence of these measures, to respect its au- 
thority. I'hc natural consequence of attempting to enforce 
by the Sheriffs a verdict obtained from such a Court, will be 
resistance by arms upon the plea of self-defence j and each 
individual will conceive himself entitled to defend his person 
and property against what he considers incompetent ana il- 
legal authority. These disputes must end in bloodshed, and 
the scene will be in many instances from one to three thou- 
sand miles from the residence of the Chief Governor of tlic 
Hudson’s Bay Company, in a country where the strong must 
prevail against the weak, and where it would scarcely be 
practicable even to enforce the due execution of acknow- 
ledged law. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company, in making appointments 
under the present Resolutions, appear also to have in view 
those persons for carrying their objects into effect, who may 
do so with the greatest rigour, and whose conduct and cha- 
racter may not entitle them to a respect which the appoint- 
ment should create. If authority of so grave a nature could 
be legally exercised, probably it might safe in the hands 
of swJi a respectable person as Mr. Semple, nominated Go- 
iremor in Chief of Rupert’s Land, although he still must 
b^e in view the interests of his employers ; but it scarcely 
eould bave been believed, that the Directors should appoint 
JMr», Miles* Mac Donell one of the Chief Governors and 
Judges, who has hitherto show;^/ himself a most violent par- 
twai in the country, and not over scrupulous in the means 
h^ has employed to promote the objects of his patron Lord 
Sell^k* TIm persons appointed Counsellors and Sheriffs 
art of a detcripiitm perfealy unfit for those situations } pos* 
tibly they may be aUe to read and write, but beyond those 
they can possess none fitting them for suck 
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trusts, or to have power such as the Resolutions of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company would invest them with, over the lives 
and properties of their fellow subjects. 

From Lord Selkirk’s acquisition of the majority of votes, 
the Hudson’s Bay Company may be said to center in one in- 
dividual. The Governor and Court are merely his agents, and 
the remaining Proprietors, bound by the sense of tlie majority, 
can make no opposition. Without intending the slightest 
imputation on die Directors, they can have only the option 
of resignation, in the event of difference of opinion with his 
Lordship, and the re-election of their successors must tlepend 
solely upon his decision. In this manner liis Lordship h.as 
acquired the immense grant of land before stated, and no 
attempt till the present one, has ever been before made to 
take advantage of the supposed rcrritorial Riglus under this 
Charter. We humbly conceive, therefore, that before a 
title can be secured by length of possession, it ought to b/ 
made the subject of enquiry by His Majesty's Government, 
and directions given to the Attorney-General to eject his 
Lordship from the occupancy of the land in question at the 
suit of the Crown, to whom it can alone belong. 

It is unnecessary to add any remarks on the manifv'st par- 
tiality and injustice that must accrue from a jurisdiction so 
constituted as the one now sought to be cstablisl>ed, or fur- 
ther to detail the serious evil consequences that must ensue 
from it. We have only therefore to beg, you will be pleased 
to represent to Earl Bathurst the situation in which the Ca- 
nadian Traders and their Servants (to the number of proba- 
bly 2000 persons, the greatest part of whom have been for 
the last thirty years, and are now actually resident and tra- 
ding in the Territories over which the jurisdiction is claimed 
to extend) will be placed by the operation of this proceed- 
ing of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and to pray on their 
behalf the interferejgice of His Majesty’s Government, to pre- 
vent the exercise and consequent abuse of this assumed ju- 
dicial power. We do not deny that violences have been 
occasionally committed on both sides, and to show that we 
have some better proof in our possession than that adduced 
by Lord Selkirlc against the Servants of the North-West 
Company, in bis Letter to the Governor of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company} transmitted by them to Lord Bathurst, and 
hy you to U3 in your. Letter , of the 2d March, we inclose it* ' 
Copy of Instructions from Lord Selkirk, of which we 
sess thei^iginai, to one of ihe Servants of the Hud^n% 
Bay Company^ from some, parts of wliich it 
his Lordship supposes the Clause in the Charter, authorising 
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the Company to mak<; war, and right and recompense’' 
themselves by hostilities against any persons interrupting or 
injuring them in their trade within the territories and linnis 
of their Charter, as edectual for his purposes as the authority 
under which he now seeks to establish his jurisdiction. His 
Lordship’s intentions indeed appear in the present }Troceed- 
ing more favourable towards the Canadian Traders: it is 
now proposed, first to obtain a verdict from bis Dependants 
and Servants, before the property of his rivals is seized and 
destroyed; whereas, in the Letter inclosed, his Lordship 
directs seizure and destruction upon the sole assertion, that 
the 1 erritory of the Hudson s Bay Company had been vio- 
lated by mere occupation, which in this particular instance 
relates to a country where the Canadians have been settled 
for thirty years, aiul where the Hudson's Bay Company had 
never formed an establishment. 

Before the undertaking of liis Lordship, the disputes al- 
luded to were of perpetual occurrence, but they were never 
of much consequence, and subsided nearly as soon as they 
arose. Complaints were made from and of both parties, and 
before they were enquired into, the causes had generally 
ceased. Tliese disputes certainly too, occasionally led to the 
commission of crimes, to restrain which, the Act of the 43rcl 
of the King was passed, and which having been put in force 
by the trial of offenders at Montreal, has had a proportion- 
ate effect. 

His Lordship’s attempt tc colonize Assiniboin has also led 
to more serious difficulties (wc allude to the jealousy of the 
Indian Tribes, as well as to the distresses of the Colonists), 
and these would probably attend the next attempt of the 
same namre his Lordship may think it equally prudent to 
make, either in the interior of Africa or of America. Such 
difficulties are always attendant on similar undertakings, and 
form part of the risk of them. Wc beg, however, to assure 
Lord Bathurst, that wc should be too happy, if a feasible 
plan to restrain violences could be pointed out by the Hud* 
son's Bay pompany, to concur with thtm in it, but this has 
only appeared possible to us by placing those Territories 
under the jurisdiction of thc^/Canadian Courts, to which 
they in fact properly belong, and where an equitable admi- 
nistration of justice is secured to all parties. Perhaps a 
Charter of Justice from the Crown might be resorted to, 
but whether it is fair to call upon the Public to bear the ex- 
pence, and whether the same difficulty which is experfenced 
in remote Provinces, of finding competent persons to super- 
intend the administration of Justice, mig^ht not still more 
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of which His Majesty’s Government in their wisdom will 
readily determine. 

We have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) MO-AVISH, FRASER, & Co. 

INGLIS, ELLICE, fie Co. 


No. XXVI. 

^ London f Feb. 1816, 

Jlcnrj/ Cioulburny Esq. 

SIR, 

However unwilling we feel again to trouble you on 
the subject of the conflicting claims of the Canadian Tra- 
ders, and the Hudson’s Bay Company and tiie Earl of Sel- 
kirk, we find ourselves compelled by the following circum- 
stances, which we beg you will lay before Earl Bathurst, to 
entreat the interference of His Majesty’s Government, that 
some measures may be taken, at least to prevent the recur- 
rence of these scenes of violence and animosity, which have 
unfortunately taken place, and which have terminated, as 
we predicted in our Letter of the 29th May, 1815, would be 
the case, in more instances than one, in bloodshed, and the 
loss of lives. 

We had hoped this dispute was in a fair train of judicial 
decision, by the trial of Lord Selkirk’s Governor and She- 
riff, who were committed in Canada for seizing and confis- 
cating the property of the Canadians ; but it now appears 
(although a True Bill for Larceny has been returue<l a-ainst 
them by the GrancLJury of Montreal) from the best Legal 
Opinions in this Country, it will be impossible fo proceed 
further, as the Defendants evidently acted under a misappre- 
hension of authority, and no sufficient proof can be adduced 
of a felonious intent* U c have therefore lost no time in 
writing to Canada to drop these proceedings, and it is not in 
our power to substitute in their place any action for damages, 
as the Act under which their trials might otherwise have 
been conducted, confines the jurisdiction of the Courts in 
Canada over the Indian Countries, to criminal cases. 

k3 
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f he Legal Opinions we have taken upon the whole sub- 
lect in this Country, arc quite decided as to most of the 
powers granted by the Charter to the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, and especially those under which the Company claim 
to seize persons and coiiliscatc property ; they also leave no 
doubt as to the invalidity of the Grant to Lord Selkirk, or 
to the extension of any grant or power purporting to be 
made by the Cliurter, beyond the immediate confines of the 
Bay. \Vc would willingly, were it in our power, institute 
any process in this Country, by which the question could be 
decided, but we are advised it would be scarcely practicable, 
and if at all so, not in any way from which an immediate or 
satisfactory decision could I)e cxjHctcd, and it is not till we 
l) 3 ve perfectly ascertaini d the dillicultics in our way, that 
wfi- luwe considered ourselves again ju^tilied in intruding the 
subject on His Majesty’s Govemment. 

Although wc arc not dispose^! to trouble you with any 
detail on tiic part of the North' Wc^i Company, in answer 
to tl;e ailegations wc iinclcrsiand to be adduced by Lord 
helkirk, an 1 tlic Governor and Directors of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, rcs’pecting the conciuct of the Catiadian 
Traders in the Interior, during liisr winter, wc cannot omit 
the opportunity of stating, that wc arc ready, whenever wc 
may be called upon for that purpose to bring forward sa- 
tisfactory proof of the justice of their proceedings, and 
ihaf if tliey have been called upon to defend their persons 
and property, against attempts repeatedly made upon both, 
under the plea of rights contained in tliis extraordinary 
Charter, they liave not clone so without due regard to the 
acknowledged Laws of their Country. 

We do not presume to point out the particular proceeding 
vvhich in this rise would be satisfiictory to .ourselves: our 
sole object is to put :ui end to violences and bloodshed; and 
we arc perfectly satisfied that in the discussion which such 
proceedings must give rise to, the interests of His Majesty’s 
Canadian Subjects will at least meet with as favourable consi- 
deration fi;om His Majesty’s Government, as those of their 
opponents* 

Wc liAve thfc lionour to be, &c. 

(Signed) M‘TAVISH, FRASER, & Co, 

INGLIS, ELLICE, & Co* 
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(Copy.) 


London^ 1st March ^ 1S1»L 


Jlenrji/ CouHjjrn^ Esq. 

SIR, 

We are unwiiilnfr, so soon after our application of the 
ist ult. to iiitriide apain, upon the subject of the Hudson's 
Uay Company aud Earl Selkirk's proceedings in Canada, 
but the lust accounts from tiiat country arc of so alarming 
:i nature, and the season is so far advanced, that we trust 
you will excuse us for entreating the immediate interference 
of His Majesty’s Government, that some measures may be 
taken, not only to prevent the recurrence of the scenes 
wdiich have already taken place in the interior, but the 
threatened commission of still greater violences, under the 
newly assumed powers of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

To aid these further, his Lordship has now been appoint- 
ed Justice of Peace to act in the Indian Country, under the 
provisions of the i3r J of the King, and has actually engaged 
300 voyageurs in Montreal, to accompany him to the inte- 
rior on the opening of the navigation, equally to oppose the 
trade of the Canadians, and we suppose to assist as Consta- 
bles, in the execution of such legal acts as in his judgment 
may be applied, with the same intent, and with the best 
liopes of success, from either of the authorities widi wluch 
he is now armed. 

We do not venture to suggest the remedy which it may 
be in their power, or appear eligible to His h^aj^sty’s Go- 
vernment to provide In this case, but wc arc certain if some 
measure is rot adopted to define, without delay, tiie limits, 
power, and authority of the ciudson’ Bay Company, a con- 
test will ensue in the interior, the results of which will be 
dreadful, both with respect to loss of llve<t and property. 

VV e take the opportunity of inclosing tor your perusal, 
although, indeed, after all the trouble we have given you on 
this subject, we can scarcely request your attention to it, 
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copies of a Correspondence which has passed in Canada br- 
iwecn Lord Selkirk and the North- VV cst Company,~The 
latter have offered in it, as you will see, to give up one 
whole third of the Trade, for the sake of peace, which is 
double the amount ever before possessed by the Hudson's 
Bay Company, or to divide the country by a fair arrange- 
ment, calculated upon the returns of both parties. Both 
these offers are rejected, and from the manner in which the 
correspondence is conducted on his Lordship's part, it is ap- 
parent that no hope of reconciliation in that country is left. 
W e therefore trust, we may find an excuse with you, from 
the urgency of the case, in repeating our application on the 
subject. 

We have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants, 
(Signed) M‘TAV1SH, FRASER, 5c Co. 

INGLLS, ELLICE, & Co. 


No. XXVIII. 

Deposition of Daniel Mackenzie. 

Dani'KL Mackenzie, a retired or dormant Partner oi the 
North-West Company, according to the constitution and 
terms of Partnership thereof, being present at Notawasaga, 
in the Province of Upper Canada, inaketh oath, and (afer 
detailing the capture of Fort William by the foreign soldiers 
in the empjoyraent of the Earl of Selkirk, together with 
the arrest of the Partners, and seizure of the Papers and 
Property belonging to ll:e Nortli-West Company, accord- 
ing to the accounts previously given) further saith, That on 
or about the eighteenth day of August last past, being the 
day on which William M^Gillivray, John McLaughlin, 
Allan Macdonell, Simon Fraser, John McDonald, Hugh 



.. Keiiiu'lli Jiac!a*iizic, aiul Alexander MaLkenzii'; 
were scat otf as prisoners from Fort William, he this De- 
ponent was extremely desirous of accompanying then\,aftd 
accordingly made several applications to the said Earl of 
Selkirk for that vjI\o, hoW'ever, refused sue>i re- 

quest,- and ordered thi.s Deponent to be detained, which 
was accordingly done, and the Deponent was confined for 
several days afterwards a close prisoner in iiis own room in 
bort VVilliaiii aloresald— That some days afterwards one 
M^^licrson, who is in the employ of llic said Earl of Scl- 
kiik, came into tliis Deponent’s room, and searched his 
trunk, by order, as tlie said McPherson stated, of the said 
ICarl, for the purpo-se of seeing whether the Deponent had 
any more papers ; and tliat some days afterwards this De- 
ponent was, by order of the said Earl, confined a close 
prisoner in a prison at Fort William aforesaid, which was 
erected as a common prison for the adjacent parts of the 
Indian Territory, sometime after the first cstJiblishment of 
the Magistracy for these Territories, wl\ere the Deponent 
was kept in the dark, except as to such light as pervaded 
tiie chinks In tlu‘ huiUiing, there being no window in the 
dungeon in winch he was so confined — That wliilst this 
Deponent wa^s so confined in the said dungeon, tlie said 
M4fiierson, Miles ]\faedoncll, a Dr. Allan, who was also 
in the cmplov of the said Earl, and some others, came fre- 
quently to him, to jHTsuade him to submit himself in ail 
respects to the said Earl, and to yield obedience to what- 
ever lie might direct, telling the Deponent, that the evi- 
dence against him with regard to the dostructinn of the 
Settlement of the Red River wa.s very strong; that it woukl 
be a very serious business for the Deponent : ihi\‘ the other 
Partners of the Nortli-West Company were utterly ruined, 
and would certainly suffer, and that it was a f(»liy for the 
Deponent to sacrifice himself and hi.s family for persons who 
did not care fur him, and incessantly using other represen-. 



tutions of the same kind, Unding to iiuluco the Deponent 
to yield the most implicit submission ami obedience to 
whatever they or his Lordship might dictate ; and that the 
Deponent being at length wearied out with the hardship ot 
his confinement and their importunities, and having ex- 
pressed to the said Captain D’Orsonnens a disposition to 
conform himself to their advice in case he was released from 
the said dungeon, the J)eponent was removed therefrom 
into another building at Fort William aforesaid^ where lie 
nas still kept confined a close pri^oiiM' under a guard — That 
from the time of the Deponent's being so rnunvid from the 
said dungeon, impressed as his mind was uiili tlie Inm’ Jiips 
he had suffered, the danger in which he imagined ld> life 
was, and the constant suggestions and imporlimifies of 
those around him, he did aeeorrlingly ylc hi iinj>ii('it sub- 
mission and obedience to whatever they dictated, being 
frequently also in a state of intoxication, and ac(\)rd- 
ingly for a period of six wxeks or thereabouts next fullow- 
ing, was in the habit of wTiting whatever letters or other 
papers were dictated to him — That the said Miles Mac- 
donell was very frequently with the Deponent, to induce 
him to write or sign difterciit pa]>ers, sometimes dictating 
to him verbally, and making the Dcjvonent write what he 
ko dictated, and at other times bringing him drafts of leltei;!i 
or papers, for the Deponent to copy in his own hand-WTit- 
ing— That amongst various papers which were delivered to 
the said Deponent by the said Miles Macdoncll, the paper- 
writing hereunto annexed, marked A, is one, the first side 
whereof is wholly in the hand-WTiting of the said Miles 
Maedonell, the former part thereof being a rcjiresentation 
made to the Deponent by the ^aid Miles Macdoncll, and 
the latter part thereof a draft of a letter which w'as after- 
wards written by the said Miles Macdonell, to be cofiied 
and signed by the Deponent as a letter from him to the said 
£arl of Selkirk^ and which was accordingly copied and 
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signed by the Deponent, and delivered!, as he believes, to 
the said Earl— That the paper-writing hereunto annexed, 
marked B, was originally written during the same period 
the Deponent^s imptisonmewt, 
from the said dungeon at Fort WilHam af aresa/d, hioj^ 

this Deponent, from the verbal dictation of ilie said Miles 
Macdonell, who afterwards perused and corrected the same, 
and accordingly made the several interlineations and altera- 
tions appearing to have been made therein in the proper 
hand-writing of him the said Miles Macdonell, and di- 
rected this Deponent to copy tlie same as so altered, which 
. the Deponent accordingly did : And that the Paper-writing 
hereunto annexed, marked C, is accordingly one of the first 
Copies thereof so made by this Deponent, by the direction 
of the said Miles Macdonell, which said last-mentioned 
Paper, marked C, having been again corrected by llie said 
Miles Macdonell, as how appears upon the face thereof, 
was ultimately again copied by this Deponent by his direc- 
tion, and signed by the Deponent, and afterwards, as the 
Deponent believes, transmitted to Mr, Cutlibcrt Grant by 
tlie said Earl of Selkirk, the said Miles Macdonell having 
informed the Deponent that the said Earl was very well 
pleased with it, or to that or the like elTect — ^'fhat upon one 
of tlie visits which the said Miles Macdonell made to the 
Deponent during the latter part of his said imprisonment, 
the said Miles Macdonell informed him one day, that it 
was the re(|uest ot tlie said Ear!, that he this Dejiouent 
should write a letter to his namesake at Nipigon, (mean- 
hig one Roderick Mackenzie, who was then i;) charge of 
the Post tliere), advising him to keep back tTie packs in his 
possession, as an Indemnification for whatever the Com- 
pany might be indebted to him, as they were quite ruined, 
and that pirhups ho niii^htj nd a passage for them by the ivay 
of the Ifndsim's Hay, but which Letter the Deponent believes 
\\e licver did in fact write — That on or about the eleveiitU 
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day of October now last pa^t, the said Earl of Selkirk came 
to the Deponent, having provided a canoe at Fort William 
aforesaid for that purpose, and ordered the Deponent to 
embark for Montreal, asking him at the same tinfie, tn/ie- 
ther he had ivritten a circular letter to the Clerka and Part* 
fters of the North- H\*6t Company in Hie inferior^ to the 
same purport as the one which he had been desired to write 
to his namesake ; and upon the Deponent answering in the 
negativej replied, that the Deponent should give the said 
Miles Maedoncll their names, and that he should write to 
them in the name of the Deponent^ or to tliat or tlie like 
effect — And the Deponent, Daniel Mackenzie, for himself 
further saith, that the three several Paper-writings here- 
unto annexed, marked D, E, and F, were also some of the 
j}apers which were so delivered by the said Miles Mac- 
d onell to this Deponent, during the period of such his im* 
prisonment at Fort William, as hereinbefore mentioned ; 
tlie said Paper-writing marked D, being in the hand-writ- 
ing of the said Miles Macdonell, and the said two Paper- 
writings marked E, and F, being, as this Deponent be- 
lieves, in the hand^writing of the om'd Earl of Selkirk ; the 
two said several Papev-icritings marked 1), and E, being 
drafts of papers, which the said Earl and the saidyiilts 
Macdonell required this Deponent to copy, and address to 
'the said Earl — ^"J'hat on or about the ninetr'entb day of Sep- 
tember, now last past, and whilst this Deponent remained 
a prisoner at Fort William as aforesaid, he this Deponent, 
by the direction of the said Earl of Selkirk, and the said 
Miles Macdonell, and other persons in his employment^ 
signed and e^rf euted seeeial papers, of some of which the 
four several Paper- writings hereunto annexed, marked rc- 
«peetively, G, H, I, and K, are, us the Deponent be- 
lieves, respectively true copies, th»e same being respec- 
tively copied from papers now in the possession of the 
Deponent, wliieh he believes to be Duplicates of four 
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of the ‘.aid papers 'so signed and ex( e’:‘v.l I;/ r .iu. 
said seven! lasl-nv, nU'iiu.-d i'aie.;-, s., 

executed by tiie Uepuiu ut, arc .U jja- ecKj as ti.e iKpu- 
nent believes, in the possession oi the said ii. ut <.>i ^v;\- 
kirk— And the stud UcpoDCDt, Vumi DtUCkCSlk'^ 4' 
self further saith, tliat having at in consequence 

of such bis implicit obedience and submission to all the 
orders and commands of the said Earl of Selkirk and the 
persona In his employ, been ultimately discharged from 
such his imprisonment at Fort William aforesaid, and feel- 
ing great regret and compunction at his having been so 
compelled to execute Papers which might possibly be so 
highly detrimental to the interests not only of the Depo- 
nent, but of the other Partners of the said North-West 
Company, the Deponent, on his arrivaj at Drummond’s 
Island, udiich was the nearest place to Fort William afore- 
said, at ichich any Notary-Public residedy w^ent, on or about 
the eleventh day of November now last past, before Mr. 
ijames Gruet, a Notary-Public, and David Mitchell, Esq. 
a Justice of Peace, both resident there, and in their 
presence made and subscribed the Protest or Paper hereunto 
annexed, marked L, and that tlie representutions . tiierein 
contained, witli regard to the influence under which this 
Deponent was induced to execute the several Instruinentii 
or other Paper-writings therein mentioned, arc in all re- 
spects true — And the said lasJ;-mci>tioned Deponent, Daniel 
M«ackenzic, for himself further saith, that during one of the 
conversations which took place between him this Deponent 
and the said Miles MacdoncU, during the time whilst this 
Deponent was so detained as a prisoner at Fort William 
aforesaid, during the month of September now^ last past, 
the Deponent one day asked the said Miles MacdoncU, 
wdiethcr it w\as possible tliat the Earl of Selkirk inleiided to 
ruin all the I*artners in the North-West Company ? who 
replied, No, only the Heads of them, such as Mr, IFilliaip 

1.2 
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l^Gillmray, S» Alexander Mackenm, aitd the Great Men 
at home connected with the Company; and that amongst 
others, Mr. Richardson must fall / but that the Deponent 
had nothing to fear — And the said Deponent further snith^ 
that during the period of his said imprisonment at Fort 
William as aforesaid, amongst other inducements which 
were holden out to the Deponent to yield obedienee to the 
commands of the swd Earl of Selkirk, the said Captain 
D’Orsonnens came to tlie Deponent one day, and told him, 
that if he would follow his Lordship’s fortunes, he would 
give him a Township of ten thousand acres of land, provided 
he would procure four persons to settle upon it, and that 
he might live happily upon it with his family — And the 
said last-mentioned Deponent for himself further saith, 
that the whole of the said Establishment called Fort Wil- 
liam, with its appurtenances, and all the Furs and Merchan- 
dizes whatsoever in or about the same, of the value, as the 
Deponent supposes, of from One to Two Hundred Thousand 
Pounds sterling, are at present, os the Deponent verily 
believes, in the sole possession of the said Earl of Selkirk. 

(Signed) DANIEL M‘KENZIE 
Sworn at Notawasaga,- in the 
Province of Upper Canada^ 
this 2d December, 1816, 
before us, 

W. B. CoLTMAN. 

J. Flktchkr. 


[The Reader U requested to observe, t jht the wordi printed within crotr 
diets [ ] were struck through with a pen in the MS.; and that the words 
printed in Italics^ are in the hand-writing of Mr. Miles Macdonell.] 


l.st, [You D. M. K. as one of the Partners, represent the 
li, W. Co. here at present, and being the only one, can act 



far Ihm ani yourself the]. All the Con^}fJ^nfs stores and 
property /tore are at your disposal, and your sale of them is 
legal* By this, you cun secure to yoiaself all the money 
which the Concern owes yon^ and keep the overplus in your 
hands, until a demand he made on you to pay to those 
who may be entitled to receive the same. You cannot only 
legally dispose of the goods, and other loose property here, 
but you may sell the buildings, with the soil on which they 
are biiilt, provided you can find a purchaser. 

1 have lecn thinidng that, as a Partner of the N. Co. 
and the only one here at present, that I can act for them 
and myself; that all the Company's stores and property 
here are at my disposal; that my sale of them is legal, by 
xvhich I can secure to myself all the money which the Cou- 
cern owes me, and keep the overplus in my hands until a 
legal demand be made upon me to pay to those who may be 
entitled to receive the same; that I can not only dispose of 
the goods, and other loose property iherc^ hut may also sell 
all the buildings, with the soil on which they are. built, pro- 
vided I can find a purchaser. 

The provisions purchased at Mackinac 

1 have been thinking, that, as a Partner of the North- 
West Co., and the only one here at present, t!)at I can act 
for them and myself, and that all the Company's stores and 
property here are at my disposal [property in LandJ. 

That my sale of tiiein is legal, by which I can secure to 
myself all the money which the Concern o^^;es me, and 
keep the overplus in my hands, until a legal demand be 
made upon me to pay those who may be entitled to receive 
thesvame; that I cannot only dispose of the goods, and 
other loose property here, but may also sell the buildings, 
with the soil on which they are built, provided I can find 
a purchaser. 



["llic Reader is requested to observe, that in the following Doettments, B, 
and C. the words printed within crotchets [ ] were struck through with 
a pen in the A'IS.; and that the words printed hi itahetf ATC Ilitertiueztions 
iii the liand-writing of Mr. Milos Macdoiiell, siibstitatcd for the word* 
struck out.l 


(B) 

/o?'t William^ on Lake Superior^ Sept. 1S16’«. 

Dear [Roderic] Sir^ 

By a canoe that returned from near the Mountain Por- 
tage, you must have heard of the events that have taken 
place here. Mr. M^Gillivray, and all the Partners [that 
were here] including myself, were made prisoners. All 
the Gentlemen arc sent down prisoners^ to take their trial 
at Yorky V. C. as aiding, abetting, and instigating to mur-- 
der. I only am detained here. The dreadful massacre that 
has taken place in Red River, is the principal cause of all this. 
The N. fV. Co. is ruined beyond a hope, the packs tvill not 
go doten, nor will goods he permitted to enter, the interior of 
the Red Ricer being declared in a state of rebellion. Lord 
Selkirk [who is here now] may soften matters in your 
favour, provided you will make a submission in time, and 
honestly own all that you know about tin* instigators of this 
horrid affair. [I have his Lordsiiip’s command to tell you 
50 , and I would advise you], I have heard as much, 
though not direct from his Lordship, and / would advise you, 
as your own, and the friend of your deceased father, to [sub- 
mit to his Lordsliip’s pleasure] conie forward immediately 
with some proposal, to save yrfir.se f and the unforiunate 
half-breeds who were guilty of such enormities. You should 
also explain to those deluded [half-brccds] young men, 
wheyin you may save, that it was the ambition of others that 
has [ruined] rendered us all miserable; this is the real truth. 

/ aw happy to learn that you endeavoured to save Gov. Sem-^ 
pie's life : this is much in your favour. I have told his 
Lordship all that I knew, or could recollect. There is 
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Proclamaiioa by His Excellency Sir J, C. Sherbrooke, 
detect all those guilty of offences committed in the Indian 
Countries. I do not yet know what his Lordship intends 
to do with myself : the only advice 1 have to give you is, to 
submit. By Letters and other Papers found here, too anv- 
pie proofs are against us, of the part ice have been blindly 
led to lake in the desiruciion of the Colony on Red R 

(C) 

Mr. Cuthbert Grant. 
l>ear Sir, 

By a canoe that returned to the interior from near the 
Motmtain Portage, you must have heard of the events 
which have taken place here. Mr. M^Gillivray, and all the 
Partners [including myself] were made prisoners; all the 
Gentlemen are sent down prisoners, under a strong guard, 
to take their trial at York, Upper Canada, as aiding, abet- 
ting, and instigating to murder — I only am detained, wait- 
ing Lord Selkirk’s pleasure for my disposal. The massacre 
that has taken place tliis year in Red River, is the principal 
cause of all this. The Nortli-Wcst Company is ruined be- 
yond a hope; our packs are not to be sent down, nor will 
goods be permitted to go into the interior, the Red River 
Department being declared in a staU' of rebellion. By the 
evidence of many of our own men, strengthened by that oj 
L<‘tters and other Papers found here, too ample proofs 1 
fear are against us^ of tiie part we have been blindly led 
to take, in the deslruetioii 4>f the Red River Settlement. 
Lin’d Selkirk may periiaps soften matters in ^vour favor, 
provided you make your submission in time, and honestly 
own all you know about the instigators of this horrid affair. 
I have heard as much, though not direct from his Lord-- 
ship; and as the friend of yourself luid your respected 
deceased father, I would advise you to come forward im- 
mediately with some proposal, to save yourself and the un- 
fortunate half-breeds who [are] icerc guilty of such euoi- 
wiithvs: voT!' 
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men, whom you may see, that it was the ambition of other.? 
which has rendered us all miserable [(I mention no names). 
I am happy to learn, as reported here, tfiat you endea- 
voured to save the life of Gov. Semple : this of course is 
much in your favour.] 

I inclose you the Governor- General’s Proclamation, 
lately received here, several copies of which have been sent 
enclosed from head -quarters to every Magistrate for the 
Indian Territories. 1 also enclose you a copy of ijixw Opi- 
nions taken in England, on the il. B. Charter, and [also 
the Law] the Opinions of the best-informed Lcnvyers in I./Ower 
Canada, tc shew you what small chance wc have to go tci 
law, even m the Courts of Canada, as were always held 
out to us by people who thought themselves wiser than 
w^e are. 


(i>) 

lie Original of this Documeiu is xchoUtj in the hand^wnting oj Mr. 

JMa<i:donelt.\ 

In the name of tlie North-West Company, I hereby au- 
thorize your Lordship to take possession of the Furs at this 
Post packed up for exportation ; and consisting of 
packs marked N\V, and numbered from to \\7o \ and 
packs marked A, and numbered from 1 to ; and 
also 23^ bags of castorum, all of wdiieli I hereby sell to your 
Lordship for the sum of One Hundred Pounds lawful mo- 
ney of Great Britain, but under the following condition. 
VIZ. That if my Partners acquiesce in the submission for%e- 
ferring to Arbitration tlie diffi:'^ences between your Lord- 
ship and the North-West Co. for consigning tliose Furs 
to the Arbitrators, then this sale to he null and void, unci 
your Lordship shall in pursuance of our agreement, consign 
these Furs to some respectable Mercantile House in Lon- 
don, to be held at the disposal of the Arbilnitors, vvh(> 
may be nominated by the Chief Justices of the Courts 
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King s Bench and Common Pleas at Westminster, accord- 
ing to the submission. 

1 liave 

signed, scaled, ajid delivered 
in presence of 

no Stumps being required in this 
Province. 

Ninetceiit!i. 


( ) 

[The Original of this and the following Document, are wholltj in the hand-^ 
wriUn^ of the Earl tf Selkirk?^ 


thereby agree to sell you the Cattle belonging to the 
N. W.Co. at Lake La Pluic, and in Fond du Lac, at the 
prices affixed to the same in the last Inventories ; or if these 
cannot be found, at tlic prices affixed to Cattle of the same 
ages and descriptions in the Fort William Inventory of 
this year. 


(F) 

For the Agreement suggested by Captain Macdoriell, the 
following Papers will be requisite : 

1. Submission — referring to Arbiters all differences (of 
a pecuniary nature) between the E.of S. and the N. W. Co., 
aud binding both parties to pay any sum awarded against 
them on account of damages arising from the acts of their 
Agents, Servant.^, &c. &c. Award to be made within three 
years of this date iht farthest. 

2. Agreement — That the Furs now at Fort William shall 
be consigned to the Arbiters, and that the E. of S. shall vest 
in them an estate of equal value, both to remain in the hands 
of the Arbiters till their final Award. 

3« Indenture of Bargain and Sale of the Goods and Chat- 

M 



teis (Fttrs ek^pted) now al Fort William, at cost and 
charges. Payment to be made within a year after the 
Award of the Arbiters. 

4* Schedule or Inventory, and Valuation of the Goods 
and Chattels sold and delivered in pursuance of the above 
bargain. 

5. Indenture of Bargain and Sale of the Fort, and Tene- 
ments adjacent, for a fixed price. 

6. Bond by the said E. of S. for tlie price, payable after 
tlie Awards of the Arbiters. 


Sott.-^T7ie /)ik*t/r>unfs G, H, I, bein^ only a rr petition of thg fore* 

going DtajUy D, E, and F, ej tt ndt'd into furainl .Ignmients^ it is dttmfd 
unnecessary to insert them. 


(L) 

I, Daniel Mackenzie, Esquire, a retired l^artncr of the 
Firm of the North-West Company, having been detained a 
prisoner at Fort William by I^rd Selkirk’s orders, from 
the 13tli August to the 11th October, 1816, during all 
which time I was in a state of luehriety and actual derange- 
ment of mind, did, by the persuasion of Ix)rd Selkirk and 
his Agents, sign certain Papers and Instruments of Wait- 
ing, purporting to be a Sale of (ioods, Packs of Furs, 
Vessel on tfie Stocks, and Indenture of Agreement to leave 
to Arbitration, certain disputes and differences between his 
Lordship and the North-West Company, and a Letter to 
the Interior, stating that the North-West Company were 
ruined, &c. &c., all which Papers were dictated by his 
JjOrdship a?td his A^^ents ; — therefore, from the causes 
above, the dread of a long itt>prisonment, and in liopes of 
obtaining my liberty, I did sign the said Papers, although 
unauthorized so to do : 

Therefore I do by these Presents, now that I have tny 
liberty, solemnly protest against all acts dotit by mts during 
the period above stated. 
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In witness whereof, I h»ire signed and sealed these pre- 
sents, at Drummond's Island, this 11th of November, A.D, 
1816. 

(Signed) DANUilL MACKENZIE. 
Signed and scaled in the 
presence of 

Js. (j*RUF/r, XotT. Pubis 
D. Mitchkll, J. P. 

William Smith, Witness. 


No. XXIX. 


Deposition of Robert M^Robb. 

Robbrt M‘Robb^ of the City of Montreal, in the Pro- 
vince of lx)wer Canada, maketh oath and saith, lliat he 
was present at Fort William, on the River Kaininistiguiii, 
at the time of the capture tliereof by the forces under the 
command of the Earl of Selkirk, on or about the thirteenth 
day of August now last past, and has a knowledge of the 
general circumstances of that affair, and which took place 
at Fort William aforesaid from that time to the period when 
the Deponent left the same for Montreal, which was on or 
about the third day of September folIowTug ; that the De- 

E onent recollecU, amongst ot.lier things, that Daniel Mac- 
enzie, one of the Partners in the North- West Com{>any, 
wiis during that interval imprisoned for several days, by 
order of the said Earl of Selkirk, in a building belonging 
to Fort William aforesaid, in which there is ix) window^ 
and was afterwards confined to a room under the charge of ‘ 
a Sentry, in which latter situation tlie Deponent left him 
at the period of this Deponents quitting the Fort; and 
that one Miles Macdonell, and others in the eniploymeut 
of the said Earl of Selkirk, were, during such irnpnsomuent 
of the said Daniel Mackenzie, frequently in his company; 
but that the Deponent does not know what passed between 
them-— And tbia Deponent further saith, that he left Moit* 
treat on or about the fourth day of October now last past^ 
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in company with Pienrc Dc Rocheblave, one of the Part- 
ners, of tlie said North-West Company, for the purpose of 
proceeding to Fort William aforesaid, to take possession 
thereof, and of the stores at that place, which w^re tfien 
in the possession of the said Earl of Selkirk, in case of 
their procuring any legal compulsory Process or Order from 
the Government for that purpose, which Process or Order 
ivould, as the Deponent understood, be endeavoured to be 
procured by some other persons belonging to tlie said 
North-West Company, who were gone to York or Sand- 
wich for that purpose, and with which, if so obtained, they 
were afterwards to join the said De Itocheblavc and the 
Deponent at Sault St. jVIaric’s, on their way to Fort William ; 
that the said Dc Rocheblave and the Deponent, with their 
party, arrived at Sanit St. Marie's aforosadd on or about the 
nineteenth day of tiie said month of October, where the 
Deponent remained with the said De Itocheblave, in ex- 
pectation of the said other persons wlio were to join them 
with such Process or Order from York or Sandwich, until 
the twenty-sixth or twenty-seventh day of the said month ; 
at which time tlic said Deponent left Sault St. Marie's 
aforesaid, in order to proceed to Fort William, leavii^g the 
said De Rocheblave still at Sault St. Marie's, the vsaid other 
persons who were to bring such Process or Order, not being 
then arrived — And this Deponent further saill), that during 
his stay at Sault St. Marie's, one Robinson, who was, as 
the Deponent understood, a cons* able, or public officer of 
^ome siu’li description, arrived at Sault St. Marie’s from 
York, with some Process, which he was, as the Deponent 
also understood, to serve on the Earl of Selkirk at Fort 
William, and which wn^, as the Deponent believes, a Writ 
of Habeas (orjms for tlie said Daniel Maekenzie ; and that 
tlicre was also, during such the Deponent's stay at Sault St; 
Marie's, a Warrant i'isued by David Mltehell, Kscjuire, who 
is, iis the Deponent In’lieves, one^jfJlis Majesty’s Jirsl ices 
of the Peace for the Western District of I’pper Canada, 
against th^ saifl Karl of Selkirk, and several other persons, 
either for Felony, nr some other ofl’enee supposed to have 
been coininitted by them, in, relation to tlieir having so 
seiz4*d and taken p(#ssession oi^ Fort William and the pro- 
perty therein, and which Warrant, it wvis also intended, 
should be executed hy tlie said Robinson, on his arrival at 
Fort William— 'i'lrat the Deponent fu rordingly left vSault 
St. Marie’s on or about the said twenty-sixth or twenty- 
seventh day of October, in company with the said Robinson, 
and one John Duncan Campbell, a Partner of the said 



North- IVesC Compan}^, (whom they were to leave at the 
He, on their way up), for the purpose of sctvm^ 
‘Habeas and executing such Warrant, but without' 

any force to compel obedience thereto, havw^ wHh theoi 
only the crew oftUe moe \n which they traveWed, consist- 
ing of twelve Canadians and themselves, the three before- 
mentioned passengers; that after leaving the saidMn Camp- 
bell at the Pic aforesaid, and taking in his stead Mr. John 
MOiean, another Partner of the said North-West Company, 
tliey aceonUngly proceeded to Fort William aforesaid, where 
they arrived about three o'clock in the afternoon of the se- 
venth day of November now last ])ast — And this Deponent 
furtlicr saith, that on their so arriving at Fort William, he 
this^ Deponent, immediately upon their landing, accom- 
panied the said Robinson to the house in the said Fort, oc- 
cupied by the said Earl of Selkirk, where the said Robinson 
going into the roohi in w hich the said Earl there was, ar- 
rested him, as the Deponent believes, in the King’s name, 
under and by virtue of the said W\nrraiit; and having com- 
mitted him to the custody of Mr. John Warren Dease, 
another Clerk of the said North-West Company, w^lio w^as 
then near the said house, by commanding the said Dease 
to go in, and take charge of the Prisoner; and irnuicdiately 
afterwards proceeded to arrest one Captain Matthev, and 
one John M‘Nabb, who were then in other houses within 
the said Fort, and whose names were, as the Deponent 
believes, also included in the said Warrant — And this De- 
ponent saith, that in the evening of the same day, whilst 
the Deponent, together with the said Robinson and the 
said John Warren Dease, were in a room called the Council- 
room, belonging to the said Fort, the said Captain Mai- 
they came to them, and told them that the Earl of Selkirk 
had^ sent him to order them all out ot the house, hut that 
as it WN'is a stormy night, his lordship would permit them 
to remain in one of the o,*iiimer- houses, in which tlicre w as 
no fire, during that night ; to which the l)e|)oni‘nt and 
the others, having stated to the said ( aptain Alattluw, that 
they were determined not to quit the house, itiiloss they 
were forcibly compelled so to do, and that they enner'ived 
that he, the said Captain Matlhcv, being himself legally a 
prisoner, could have no orders to give them which tliey 
ought to obey ; the said Captain Mat they replied, that 
he should then make use of the means in his power, 
to enforce obedience to his orders, and immediately left 
them for the present— —That about eiglit o clock the 
same evening^ tne said Captain Matthev returned into 



the room irbere the Dtponent, the said Robinapn^ end 
Jtleaae yffWy bringing in with him seven arnsed men in the 
uniform of the tste regiment De Meufoo^ ait. of them bav** 
ing muskets or fusils, and four of them Itoyonets fixed, and 
arnied men the said Captain Mattbey accordingly 
placed as a guard over the Deponent, tl)e said Robinson, 
and the said John M^Bean, who had also come asliore with 
them, and that tl»ey all three reEkiined under guard, and, 
as the Deponent conceives, in the charge and custody, or 
under the supermtendance of the said armed men and 
others in the same uniform, who were from lime to tin^e 
sent to relieve them, until tlie Saturday following, being 
the ninth day of the said month of November, at which 
time the Deponent left the Fort to return to Su ASarie’s— ^ 
That on Friday the eighth day of the said month of No- 
Yember, during the Deponent’s stay at Fort William as 
aforesaid, the Deponent and his party being in want of 
provisions, he the siiid De|>onent told the said Karl of Sel- 
kirk, that he understood that the said Earl was in fx>8ses- 
slon of the keys of the North-West Company's stores, and 
requested that he would deliver them, or direct that tl>ey 
should be delivered to tlie Deponent, or give onlers that 
the Deponent and his party should be supplied with such 
sffticles out of tlie stores jis they hail occasion fi>r ; but 
whicli the vaitl Earl refused, saying that h<' mpposfed 
Zfejxmait must he aivare that the Norths fVest Company 
find no stores there, or somewhat to that or the like cffecl ; 
that the DejKment lhm‘U[ 'iilold the said Eitrl, that he the 
Deponent had heard of transaction having taken 

plaet.* between him atxl the said Daniel Mackeiule, but that 
he did not irmeeive tfiat nv.y sale could be valid that was 
aiade by a |)<*rs(in irho ^vns a prnoaer at the iime^ and uho 
had been eoufuM'd in (he eoiutaon guo/, and kept in a coh- 
thmal state oj' intavkaium ; that the said .liul thercujK>n 
answered, that the Deponent was' totally misinformed us 
to the facts; to which the Depment replied, f/wl Ac 
ka f himself been an eye witness of the said Daniel Mae-* 
kenzie*s conjinement^ nud of the state in tchkh Ike wa-s 
always kepty until the time of the DepmuenCs leaving 
the fort ; whereujion the si/xl Earl stud, that it was not 
to the l>epuneiit that be Inid to answer, or somevriu^ to 
that or the like effect— That on the same day the said 
Kobirmin asked the sJitd Earl, in the presence of the said 
Deponent, whether be meant to yickl obedience to the 
said Warrant or not; to which the said Earl answered, 
that lie certainly did not ; tjiat the aaid Captain Alatthey 
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\Si^ Fort, wWl \\ieir errand was, lie would eer- 
ttiinly have shut the gates, and not liave permitted them to 
enter, or have got into a canoe and been off, and that the 
Deponent and his party might then have whistled for them 
—And this Deponent farther saith, that finding that it was 
the determination of the said Earl of Selkirk, and the other 
persons^ wlio had been so arrested by the said Robinson, to 
persist in their refusal to yield obedience to the said War- 
rant, and that instead of being permitted to complete the 
execution thereof, by bringing away the persons they had 
so arrested, the said Robinson and the Deponent appeared 
to be themselves regarded as prisoners, being kept under 
the charge or superinlendaivce of a military guard, as before 
mentioned ; and being moreover short of provisions, with 
which the said Earl refused to supply them, the said Ro- 
binson, and M‘Befin, and the Deponent, left Fort William 
aforesaid on the said ninth day of November now last 
in company together, and returned to Sault St. MarieX 
where they arrived on the night of the twenty-fourth day of 
the said month of November. 

(Signed) ROBERT M‘ROBB. 

Sworn at the City of York, 
in the Province of Upper 
Canada, this Scvhmi teen th 
clay of December, One 
Thousand Eight Hun- 
dred and Sixteen, tie- 
fore U&, 

Wm. B. Coltman, 

J. Flbtchjer. 


London! Frinled by B. M‘MilUn. 




i)tatement 


IIESPECTING 


THE EARL OF SELKIRK’S SETTLEMENT 

IN 


NORTH AMERICA. 





STATEMENT 


RESPECTING 

The Earl of Selkirk’s Settlement 

UPON THE RED RIVER, 

IN 

ITS DESTRUCTION in 1815 and 1816; 

AND THE MASSACRE OF 

GOVERNOR SEMPLE AND HIS PARTY. 


WITH 

OBSERVATIONS 

UPON A RECENT PUBLICATION, 

Etitilted “ A Narrative of Occurraices in the Indian 
Countries,'' &c. 


LONDON : 

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET. 

isn. 



Printed by J, BrettelU 
Rupert Street^ Ilaymarketf London^ 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Earl of Selkirk, after liis arrival in 
Canada, at the end of the year 1815, trans- 
mitted, upon various occasions, to his friends 
in England, the details of the first aggressions 
which had been instigated against the Reel 
River Settlement, and the dispersion of the 
settlers in the preceding summer. He also 
subseeiuently furnished them with the par- 
ticulars and evidence whicli had been col- 
lected relative to the second destruction of that 
Colony, in the following year. The informa- 
tion thus received, was not extended beyond 
a very limited circle in this country ; but, in 
conse(iuencc of the repeated misrepresenta- 
tions made with respect to the occurrences 
which had taken place at the Red River, and 
the numerous reports, raised for the evident 
])iirpose of injuring Lord Selkirk’s character in 
England, his friends, at length, thought it 
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advisable to select from the documents in ihei 
possession, such materials as seemed to then 
best calculated to remove the unjust impres 
sious which had been so industriously disscmi^ 
naled. — ^^Vilh this view, the Statement con- 
tained in the following sheets was, some time 
ago, printed and circulated among Lord Sel- 
kirk’s personal friends, and some other indivi- 
duals to whom it ^vas thought pro])er to com- 
municate the facts which it contained. This 
measure a[)peared the more requisite, because 
printed memorials and other documents had 
been put into active circulation by his oppo- 
nents. 

In adopting, however, even this limited 
step, tlu!y were aware that Lord Selkirk 
might entertain objections to what, without 
his knowledge or commrrence, they had thus 
resolved u])on. The documents he had trans- 
mitted were onlv intended for their own infor- 

mi 

ination : but, although he could not be aware, 
that those by whom they were received would 
give them any degree of publicity, they took 
upon themselves to aclapt such measures as 
appeared best calculated to protect his charac- 
ter in his absence. 

'Shortly after the Statement had been thus 
circulated, a Pamphlet was published in Lon- 
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don, under the avowed sanction of the Agents 
of the North-West Company of Montreal, 
entitled, “ A Narratwe of Occurrences in the 
“ Indian Countries of North America^' &c. 
&c. — a work containing, throughout every 
part of it, assertions which ought not to be 
allowed to pass unnoticed. In order, there- 
fore, that the subject may be more generally 
understood, the Statement has been re-printed 
with the addition of some documents and 
information which have been received since 
its former circulation. To the Statement arc 
also sid)joincd some Observatit)ns* upon the 
“ Narrative of Occurrences,’' and the whole is 
now submitted to the unbiassed, and impartial 
consideration of the Public. 

The subject is of higher consequence than 
the Reader may at first imagine. It includes 
the important (piestion whether extensive and 
fertile regions in British Nortli America are 
ever to become inhabited by civilized society ; 
or whether British subjects, who from the 
increase of population in their native land, or 
from other causes of a public nature, are in- 


^ For tlieso Observations, sec page 113. 



duced to emigrate to various parts of our foreign 
possessions in that quarter, are to be totally 
deprived of the protection of the Mother 
Country, and excluded from the benefit of 
the British Laws. 


London, June 1817. 



STATEMENT, &c. 


The pi ans of colonization, promoted by the Earl 
of Selkirk in British North America, have, for some 
time past, given rise to much, and gross, misrepre- 
sentation. More than common pains have been 
taken, by his opponents, to mislead, and to prejudice, 
the public; — but such attempts, when the oppor- 
tunity for strict investigation arrives, can have no 
other cflFect than to recoil upon those whose studied 
object has been to calumniate an individual, and 
to conceal the truth. It has become therefore ex- 
tremely desirable that the real circumstances of the 
case should be better understood, and that, the true 
nature, and extent, of those extraordinary acts, by 
which his plans have hitherto been thwarted, should 
be clearly developed. The facts, contained in the 
following Statement, cannot fail to throw much light 
upon the subject. These shall be submitted as con- 
cisely as possible, but, at the same time, it appears 
requisite to trace them- shortly from their origin. 
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In doing so it vrill not be necessary to enter upon 
tbe general sulyect of tiie Emigrations from this 
country to North America ; or tbe views which led 
the Earl of Selkirk to form that Settlement which 
has been the object of such enmity and misrepresen* 
tation. — His Lordship’s senliments on the general 
question of emigration have been long before the pub- 
lic ; and, since he hrstdrew its attention, in the year 
1805. to this important subject, a marked change has 
taken place, not only in the opinions of many of 
those who then disagreed with him, but also in the 
conduct of Government, which has, of late years, 
afforded every reasonable facility for tbe conveyance, 
to our own colonies, of those emigrants (chiefly from 
Ireland and Scotland,) who were but too much 
disposed to settle in the United States. 

The Earl of Selkirk having, in the year 1811, 
obtained from the Hudson’s Bay Company, a grant 
of land within the territory bestowed upon them by 
their Charter, proceeded, in conformity with one of 
the principal objects of the conveyance, to establish 
agricultural settlers upon tbe lands he had so obtained. 
— I he right to the soil, as vested in the Company, 
and the legality of the grant, were fully supported by 
the opiniLons of several of the most eminent counsel 
in Eoglaud, — of Sir Samuel Romilly, Mr. (now Mr. 
Justice) Holroyd, Mr. Cruise, Mr. Scarlett, and 
Mr Bell*, llis Lordship therefore proceeded, with- 
out delay, to make the requisite arrangements for 
the proposed settlement. The Hudson’s Bay Com- 


* For these Opinions see Appendix, [ A. ]• 
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paoy, as eropowcred by their Charter, appointed Mr. 
Miles Macdonell, formerly Captain of the Queen’s 
Rangers, to be Governor of the district of Ossioi- 
boia, within which the Settlement was to be formed, 
and the same gentleman was nominated, by Lord 
Selkirk, to superinted the colony, and take charge of 
the settlers. 

In the autumn of the following year, (1812,) Mr. 
Miles Macdonell, with a small party, arrived at the 
spot which had been selected for the Settlement. 
He immediately proceeded to erect houses, and make 
every necessary preparation for the arrival of the first 
detachment of settlers, which was soon expected. 
The situation which had been chosen for the colony 
was on the banks of the Red River, (lat. 50° North, 
long. 97° West of London,) about forty or fifty miles 
from its entrance into Lake Winipic, and near its 
confluence with the Ossiniboyne River. At the 
beginning of the year 1813, the settlement consisted 
of about an hundred persons. In June 1814, they 
received an addition of fifty more, and in September 
following, the total number of settlers, and labourers, 
amounted to about two hundred. In the course of 
the same year, between eighty and ninety additional 
emigrants, from the Highlands of Scotland, arrived 
at Hudson’s Bay, for the purpose of pro'ceeding to 
the settlement, having been induced to join their 
friends and relations at Red B.iver, from the favour- 
able accounts which the latter bad transmitted to 
thpm, of the lands upon which they were settling, 
and the flattering prospects that awaited them. — 
This last mentioned party, however, did not arrive at 



the Settlement till after it was broken up, for the first 
time, as shall be noticed in the sequel. 

From the commencement of the Red River Settle' 
.meot until the winter 1814*15, and the following 
spring, there occurred nothing of aojr materiar im- 
portance to interrupt the progress of this infuit 
colony*. The difficulties, which were, in some 
degree, unavoidable at the beginning of an establish- 
ment of that nature, were happily got over. The 
heads of families, as they arrived, were put in posses- 
sion of regular lots of land, which they immediately 
began to cultivate; — houses were built; a mill was 
erected ; sheep and cattle were sent up to the settle- 
ment ; and all practicable means were taken to for- 
ward the agricultural purposes of the colony. The 
spot which had been selected, was ascertained to be 
of the highest fertility, and of the most easy cultiva- 
tion. Though woods abounded in the neighbourhood . 
of the plains adjoining the Red River, containing a 
variety of the finest timber, yet no trees were required 
to be cut down, or roots to be cleared away, from 
the lands that were appropriated to husbandry. The 
expensive and tedious operation of clearing away 
heavy woods, before the ground can be tilled, (a 
measure indispensable in most of the new settlements 
in North America) ’was totally unnecessary upon the 
banks of the Red River the plough, from the first, 
met with no obstruction, and the soil proved in the 


* It was named the Kildonan SeilUment, from the name of 
the parish, in the county of Sutherland, whence the greater part 
^,tbe settlers had emigrated. 



highest d^ree rich and productive. — The climate 
had long been ascertained to be equal to that of any 
part of Canada, and with less snow in the winter. 
—The river abounded with fish, the extensive plains 
with buffaloe, and the woods with elk, deer, and game. 
The hunting grounds of the Indians were not at all 
interfered with ; and, by the terms of the grant, 
both the grantee, and those who held under him as 
settlers, were entirely precluded from being con- 
cerned in the fur trade. The district indeed had 
already been almost exhausted of those animals, 
whose furs are so valuable. The neighbouring 
tribes of Indians (the Sautoux) proved, from the first, 
to be friendly and well-disposed. Serious attempts 
indeed had been made, as early as the spring of 1813, 
by the clerks and interpreters employed by the fur 
traders from Montreal, to instigate the- natives 
against the settlers. The Indians were told by these 
persons that it was intended to deprive them of their 
hunting grounds, and that, if the establishment at 
the Red River once obtained a firm footing, the 
natives would be made slaves of by the colonists. — 
These attempts to alienate the good will of the 
natives from the settlers appeared, at first, to have an 
alarming effect, producing menaces, and jealousy, on 
the part of their Indian neighbours. — Mr. Miles 
Macdonell, the governor of the district, soon found 
means, however, of doing away the unfavourable 
impressions which had been raised. He held con- 
ferences with the Sautoux tribes, and not only 
succeeded in obtaining the continuance of their 
friendship, but also the promise of their supreme chief 
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to encourage the Indians of Lake La Pluie to draw 
nearer towards the Red River, for the purpose of 
planting Indian corn, and establishing villages. — 
Prom this period the Indians, in the neighbourhood, 
remained upon the most friendly footing with the 
colonists, and continued so to the last without inter* 
ruption. There seemed, therefore, nothing likely to 
occur which would impede the settlers in their agri- 
cultural pursuits, nor were they themselves appre- 
hensive of any molestation. The Earl of Selkirk, at 
the commencement of the settlement, bad sent up 
some light brass field-pieces, swivels, and musquets, 
for its protection ; and an additional quantity of arms 
and ammunition, which had been furnished by 
Government for the defence of the colony, was 
received there in the summer of 1814. — In short, the 
settlers appeared confident of their security, con- 
tent with their situation, and happy in their {^ospects ; 
nor did there exist any reasonable ground to doubt, 
that, if left undisturbed, the colony, in a few years, 
would have been completely and firmly, established. 
— This indeed, must have been the decided opinion, 
at the time, even of those who proved to be its most 
inveterate opponents, otherwise they never would 
have thought it necessary to take violent means to 
destroy it. {lad the Settlement been likely to fail 
from causes inherent in its nalure, or arising frOra 
the remoteness of its situation, or other local circum' 
stances, its enemies, (and none were better judges than 
they) would doubtless have left it to its fate ; and, 
remaining passive spectators of its destruction, would 
gladly have permitted the colony to die a natural 
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death, instead of incurring anxiety, expense, and the 
risk of the vengeance of the law, by adopting those 
active measures, to which they resorted, for the pur- 
pose of strangling it in its infaney.— By the enemies 
of iVie Bed River colony, I mean the ^^orth-West 
Company of Fur Traders at Montreal, — whose 
. hostility to the settlement, and outrages against their 
fellow-subjects, have been carried to a pitch so dread- 
ful, as almost to surpass belief. — It may be proper, 
in a few words, to trace their enmity from its com- 
mencement*. 

When the question of granting to the Earl of 
Selkirk an extensive tract of land, within their terr 
ritory, was first agitated by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, a general court of Proprietors was called 
for the purpose of discussing the measure. This 
meeting was held in May 1811, — and, in order to 
give the proprietors a further opportunity of making 
themselves fully informed of the nature of the pro- 
posed measure, an adjournment of the court took 
place ; notice, in the mean while, being given to all 
the stock-holders, that the terms of the proposed 
grant were left at the Secretary’s office for their 
inspection. At the adjourned general meeting, the 

proposition was discussed, and adopted. 'A Memo- 

, , ^ 

Although the North-West Fur Traders of Montreal com- 
monly go by the name of a Company, they are not a chartered 
body.— An account of the origin and constitution of this powerful 
association may be seen in a pamphlet lately published by the 
Earl of Selkirk, entitled, " A Sketch of the British Fur Trade 
in North America/’ &c. Ac. 
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riH liowerer^ or Protest, was entered against the 
measure, and signed by six of the proprietors. In 
porusing this document, a superficial observer would 
have b^n led to conclude, that those who protested, 
had no object so dear to them, as the welfare, and 
prosperity, of the Hudson’s Bay Company. They 
seemed, with the most friendly attention, to warn the 
Company of the errors into which they were falling, 
and the injuries, which would infallibly accrue to 
them, from the adoption of the measure in question ; 
— above all, they feelingly regretted that those 
emigrant settlers, who might eventually be established 
within the district so granted, would be placed “ out 
" of the reach of all those aids and comforts, which 
are derived from civil society." The sincerity, how- 
ever, of these regrets could not fail to appear dubious, 
when the signatures to the Protest were inspected. 
Of the six who signed it, three were persons closely 
connected with, and interested in, the rival com- 
mercial concerns of the North-West Company of 
Montreal ; and two of the three were, at the very 
time, avowed London Agents to that Company. 
The latter had only become proprietors of Hudson’s 
Bay stock about eight and forty hours before the ' 
general meeting last alluded to. They were not 
indeed possessed of that stock l^)g enough to entitle 
them to give any vote at the meeting ; but their names 
being now entered in the Company’s books, — though 
the ink was scarcely dry with which they were inserted, 
— a right, it seems, was thereby conveyed to them to 
find fault with every thing that was doing, and for- 



matlj id proieti against measutea to vrVicii tbe com* 
mittee of Directors^ unanimously, and the general 
court of Proprietors, by a great majority, and on full 
deliberation, had given their sanction. As far as 
these agents therefore were concerned, it was not very 
unreasonable to view, with suspicion, the alleged 
grounds of their Protest, as well as the motives of 
those admonitions which it purported to* contain. 
Their object indeed, in making the purchase, could 
scarcely be mistaken ; — and, however circuitous the 
proceeding might be, it was evident that they had 
thus become proprietors of one commercial Company, 
for the indirect purpose of benefiting another, and a 
rival, establishment. 

With regard to the grounds of this protest, as 
affecting tlie subject of the grant to the Earl of 
Selkirk, it would be an idle task to notice the geo- 
graphical, and other, blunders with which it abounded. 
— Had the whole matter of it indeed been confined to 
that single assertion in which the protesters observe. 

Besides, it has been found that colonization is at 
^^all times unfavourable to the fur trade” — it would 
have disclosed at once, and in substance, the true 
cause of their alarm. This apprehension with re- 
spect to the eflect whicli colonization might produce 
upon their trade, formed the ground of that hostility, 
which, even then, became apparent towards the pro- 
posed Settlement ; and we shall see that the North- 
West ’Fur Traders of Montreal did take effectual 
measures, from the lime of this protest, not only 
to keep all agricultural settlers In Ossiniboia out 

c 
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of the reaeh of those aids and comforts which are 
** derived from civil society,” — but that many of 
them afterwards entered into a r^ular combination, 
for the purpose of dispersing th‘e colonists, and de* 
stroying every vestige of the settlement. 

The plans adopted for this scheme of destruction, 
appear to have been arranged at the annual meeting 
of the Portli-West Company’s partners, in the 
summer of ISl-i, at their trading post, called Fort 
William, on Lake Superior*. — Information had, in 
the course of that season, been transmitted to the 
Earl of Selkirk, (but which he did not receive till the 
beginning of the following year,) that serious appre- 
hensions were entertained of hostility from the natives, 
and that the Indians were likely to make an attack 
upon the Settlement. This information came from 
a person whose veracity was above suspicion ; and 
who, although holding an interest in the concerns of 
the North-West Company, had, much to his honour, 
determined not to conceal the opinion he entertained 
on the subject. The suspicions, however, which had 
arisen with respect to hostility from the Indians, 
proved, in the result, unfounded. — The attack came 
from another, but not less savage, description of 
enemies. 

Among'the partners of the North-West Company, 
who received their instructions fj^^im the general annual 


* In general, the houses, or trading’ posts, in the interior of tlic 
Indian country, and also in the» Hudson’s Bay territories, are 
termed Forts, being usually surrounded with stockades for 
security. 



meedag at Fort Wifiiam, in the summer of 1814, 

Yfcre ft Mr, Duncan CameroU; and Mr. Alexander 

lVI'Donel\ ; and iliese appear to ^laveWn i\ie persona 
stkcted by the partaership, to superiatend, ind ex- 
ecute, the plans entered into against the Red River 
colony. Upon the 5th of August in that year, the 
latter writes to his friend at Montreal, (also a partner 
of the Company,) from one of the portages lying 
between Lake Superior, and the place of his winter 
destination in the interior, and to which he was then 
proceeding. — This letter, written and signed by Mr. 
Alexander M'Doncll, contains the following pas- 
sage which speaks a language that cannot be misun- 
derstood; — “You see myself and our mutual friend, 
“ Mr. Cameron, so far on our way to commence open 
“ hostilities against the enemy in Red River. — Much 
“ is expected from us if wc believe some — perhaps 
“ too much. — One thing certain, that we will do our 
“ best to defend what we consider our rights in the 
interior. — Something serious will undoubtedly take 
“ place. Nothing but the complete downfall of the 
“ colony will satisfy some by fair or foul means — a 
“ most desirable object if it can be accomplished. — 
“ So here is at them with all my heart and energy .” 

Mr. M'Donell, and his co-partner, accordingly 
proceeded towards their destination, and arrived, about 
the end of August, at a trading post (called by them 
Fort Gibraltar) belonging to the North-West Com- 
pany, situated at tire Forks, about half a mile from 
the Red River Settlement. — This station had pro- 
bably never before been honoured with the regular 
residence of a partner of the Company j but the 



duties now required were, it seeros^ too important to 
be entrusted to subordinate agents.>— Mr. Duncan 
Ckmeron remained at the Forks during the autumn, 
winter, and ensuing spring. His partner, Mr. Alex* 
mnder M‘Donell, proceeded further into the interior, 
where he continued until the month of May, when he 
returned to the Forks, bringing with him a part^ of 
the Cree Indians from a considerable distance, for the 
purpose, as we shall see afterwards, of inducing them 
to assist in driving away the settlers from Red River 
Cameron, to whom his partners appear to have 
confided the important charge of opposing, upon the 
spot, the further progress of colonization, seems to 
have been fitly qualified to perform the service for 
which he had been selected. He began by ingra- 
tiating himself among several of the beads of families 
at the settlement; and being able to converse with 
many of them in their native Gaelic tongue, he, by 
degrees, gained the confidence, and good opinion of 
the Highlanders. — He frequently invited them to his 
house, entertained them, and their families, at his table, 
and treated them in a manner far superior to what 
they were accustomed to in their own habitations. 
He took every possible means to secure their favour ; 
apd they saw no reason to be suspicious of his in- 
tentions towards them. The influence, which he 
gradually acquired over many of them during the 
autumn and winter, was artfully exerted to make 
them discontented with their employments, dissatisfied 
with their superiors, and doubtful of their prospects 
at the settlement. — He alarmed them with constant 
reports, whidi he stated be had received from tho 
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io the spring, to attack them ; and that, unless thej 
placed themselves under the protection of the North* 
West Company, and accepted his offers to take them 
to Canada, they would never be able to escape from 
the country, or avoid the dangers which surrounded 

them. — III order to give himself an appearance of 
superiority and command, he pretended to bear a 
regular king’s commission, ostentatiously wearing an 
uniform of the Vbyageur Corps; a short-lived regi- 
ment, which had been disbanded two years before.— 

In his written communications with the settlers he 
subscribed his name " D. Cameron, Captain, Voya- 
“ geur Corps, Commanding Officer, Red River.”— 
And, in order the better to confirm their belief, be 
conspicuously placed on the gate of his trading post, 
a paper purporting to be an order appointing him 
(Cameron) a captain ; his partner, M'Donell, a 
lieutenant; and one of the North-West Company’s 
Canadian clerks, of the name of Seraphim Lamar, an 
ensign, in that Corps ; — and the order sanctioning 
these commissions, was stated to have been signed, 
in August 1814, by Colonel M’Dowal, the com- 
mandant at Michillimackinack*. 


* The Earl of Se lkirk having llioiiglit it advisable to ascertain 
if there existed any foundation for supposing that these persons 
were entitled to the commissions they assumed, applied some 
time afterwards, (in March 1810) to Sir Cordon Drummond, 
then administering the government of Canada, (under the title 
«f Administrator in Chief,) requesting to know whether it ap-. 
peared that his predecessor, Sir George Prevost, “ had given 
“ authority to the commandant at Michillimackinack to issue 
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This imposture on the part of Cameron, and these 
assumed airs of trust and importance, which, in other 
^situations, would perhaps have only raised contempt 


** commissions to persons in the Upper Country, as ofiicers in the 
Voyageur, or any other corps, and the nature and extent of 
the authority so granted,'^ adding, ‘‘ that the inquiry was of 
material consequence, as he had the strongest ground to believe^ 
or rather that he had unquestionable information, that several 
** persons were at that moment making a very improper use of 
** the name of his Majesty, under the pretext of some such autho- 
rity ; and that, for the same reason, he was desirous of leariiiug 
the nature and objects of the commissions which appeared to 
have been granted to some gentlemen, as Major ties tribus sau- 
rages, et des pays corKpiisJ * — Sir Gordon Drummond, in reply, 
informed his Lordship that ** having caused research to be made 
“ in the Military Secretary’s Office, it did not appear that any an- 
** thority to issue commissions to persons in the Upper Coimtry,a5 
officers of the Voyageurs, or any other corps, was, at any period 
** vested in the officer commanding at St. Juse])h, or Michilli- 
mackinack; but that a general order of the lOth of May, 1814 
gave to Norman McLeod, Esq. the rank of Major; a subsequent 
general Order of the 29th of May, 1 81 4, the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel to Mr. M*Gillivray; and the general Order of the 7th 
** of September following, the rank of Major to Pierre Rocliblavc, 
** Esq. in the Indian and conquered countries.” 

In reply, his Lordship observes, “ 1 have to acknowledge the 
^Mionour of your Excellency's letter of the 1st, and to return 
my thanks for the very satisfactory information which it con 
tains, from* which it appears evident, that the persons, who, 
under the pretence of being officers in the Corps ofVoyageurs, 
are taking upon themselves to act in his Majesty’s name in the 
** Indian country, must be considered as mere impostors, — As 
the imposture has been carried to a very great length, and has 
** been made to serve the worst of purposes, I beg leave to submit 
to your Excellency, whether some public declaration ought 
'Vnot to be made by the Provincial Government in order to put 
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ihc UAC^lVS of aacetlaiiung t\iat he was, in uo shape, 
entitled to t\ic rank or authority he pretended to bear. 
— ^The settlers concluding that he was, in some man- 
ner, sanctioned by Government, naturally put more 
confidence in his advice, and reliance on his pro- 
mises, than they otherwise might have done. These 
promises he dealt out in great profusion. To each 
of the settlers he engaged to give a free passage to 
Canada (generally to Montreal), a twelve months’ 


an end to so dani^eroiis a delusion. With respect to the gentle- 
men who have been coniinissioned as ofiicers ties pays conquis, 
€t des tribus sauxmgcs , — I presume that the late Governor-Gene- 
ral must have had in view some temporary organization for the 
** American Territory, which came into our possession by the 
capture of Michilliniackinack, and the restoration of that 
" territory at the peace must, of course, have superseded the 
whole of these commissions.’^ In place, however, of any further 
inquiry being instituted, by the Administrator in Chief, for put- 
ting a stop to the proceeding complained of, he merely states in 
his answer to Lord Selkirk, (dated 13th of the same month) that 
the public having been already duly ap{)ri/ed by the general 
Order of the Governor-in-Chief, dated 12th of INIarch, 1813, 
of the reduction and discharge of the late Corps of Voyageurs, 
any further declaration on the part of the Provincial Govern- 
ment relating to that corps must be deemed unnecessary/’— 
Tlie issuing a General Order in the year 1813, for the reduction 
of a military corps, and which Order had obviously been dis- 
regarded by those who did not wish to yield obedience to it, 
appears certainly a singular reason for deeming it unnecessary, 
in the year 1816, to endeavour to enforce it. ^ 
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proTMidhs gratis for themselves and their families^ an 
allotment to each of two hundred acres of land, and 
every other encouragement they could hope for. To 
many of them pecuniary bribes were held out as an 
inducement to desertion. One of the principal set- 
tlers was offered several hundred pounds if he would 
abandon the settlement with his family, which he 
refused*. Others of them actually obtained consider- 
able sums on a similar ground. One of them (George 
Campbell, who was the first to desert from the colony, 
and proved n.ost active in its subsequent destruction) 
received one hundred pounds as a reward for his 
treachery)-, — Various other sums were paid to the 
deserters, or credited in accounts subsequently inade 
up for them in Canada, by the North-West Com- 
pany. — The labourers and contracted servants at the 
settlement (generally under engagement for three 
years service) were also seduced by similar means, 
with the additional lure of high wages, and great 
encouragement, in the Canadas. Many of these per- 
sons were prevailed upon to desert before the expiration 
of their contracts, and to carry away with them the 
implements of husbandry, and working tools, which 
had been provided for them, and which were afterwards 
purchased from them by the North-West Company. 
■—It is unnecessary to dwell any longer upon the 
means .ulopted by Cameron to Reduce the settlers from 
the Red River, and which, in the result, proved but 
too successful. Several of them, as has been stated. 


* See Appendix, [ P. ] and [ S. ] , 
t See Appendix, [ S. ] and also page SS. 
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joined him in the course of the winter, and most of 
the others secretly engaged to abandon the settlement 
in the following spring. 

In spite, however, of the success which had thus 
far attended the secret operations of Mr. Cameron, 
he knew that there was a considerable party in the 
colony which was neither to be allured by his arts, 
nor intimidated by the report of threatened hostility 
from the Indians. But, as the North-West Company 
were resolved to adopt no half-rneasurcs in putting a 
stop to colonization, it was necessary for Cameron to 
have recourse to some more active plan of hostility. 
Cordially agreeing with his friend and co-adjutor, 
M‘Donell, that “ nothing but the complete downfall 
" of the colony would satisfy some by fair means or 
'' foul — like him, he commenced his operations—* 
with all his heart and energy.” 

As the native Indians were not to be induced to act 
hostilely against the settlers, recourse was had to the 
aid of a lawless banditti, technically termed, in that 
country, Metifs, Bois BruUs, or Half-breeds . — 
These are the illegitimate progeny chiefly of the 
Canadian traders, and others in the service of the 
North-West Company, by Indian women. — They 
have always been much under the control of that 
Company, by whom they are frequently employed as 
hunters, chiefly for provisions, — an occupation in 
which they are very expert ; hunting and shooting the 
bufialoe on horseback. The Company also employs 
them occasionally in other temporary services ; and 
some of them are engaged in their, regular employ- 
ment as clerks, having received, in Canada, an educa- 

n 
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tion fitted to qualify them for that situation. — Another 
description of persons was also made use of, who are 
teraed Free Canadians. These are principally 
retired servants and traders of the North-West Com- 
pany, who have remained in various parts of the 
interior, and whose services are still occasionally 
wanted by that Company.-^ When the colony was first 
established upon the Red River, these Free Cana- 
dians, as well as the Brutes, or Half-breeds, were on 
good terms with the settlers. — Some of the former 
had even taken regular lots of land which they began 
to cultivate, and the latter were occasionally employed 
by the colonists in hunting for them, and collecting 
provisions. — But when it was decided that the ana- 
thema pronounced in this country against coloniza- 
tion, as being at all times unfavourable to the fur 
trade,” was to be carried into effect ; and that the 
settlement was no longer to be allowed to exist, the 
services of the Half-breeds to the colonists were pre- 
vented. They were directed to harrass the settlers 
by every means in their power, to straighten them 
in provisions, and to drive the buffaloe from the 
plains. — From this period, therefore, their hostility 
to the settlement was as marked as that of their em- 
ployers, and they subsequently became the principal 
instruments made use of in promoting its destruction. 

To prevent any effectual res'^tance on the part of 
the principal officers, and the other settlers, who 
were not to be seduced by Cameron, it appeared a 
material object, previous to any attack upon the 
colony, to get possession of the arms which bad been 
furnished by Government, as well as by the Earl of 
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Selkirk^ for its protection. After several of the set- 
tiers, therefore, had deserted, and the greater part of 
the others appeared ready to join him, Cameron issued 
the following order, addressed to Mr. Archibald 
McDonald, who, in the temporary absence of Mr. 
Miles Macdonell, had then the charge of the settle- 
ment. 

" Forks op Red River, 

" 3rd April, 1815r 

Mu. Archibald McDonald, 

** Sir, 

As your fiekl-pieces have already been employed 
to disturb the peace of his Majesty’s loyal subjects in this 
‘‘ quarter, and even to slop up the King’s highway, 1 have 
aulhorked the settlers to take possession of them, and to 
bring them over here, not with a view to make any hostile 
** use of tliein, but merely to put them out of harm’s way, — 
Therefore I expect that you will not be so wanting toyour- 
selves as to attempt any useless resistance, as no one wishes 
you, or any of your people, any barm. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

‘‘ D. CAMERON, 

Captain, Vopageur Corps, 
Commanding Officer, R. R'* 

** To Mr, Archibald McDonald, 

** Red River Settlement 

This singular production was delivered to George 
Campbell^ the most active of those who had previously 
deserted, and who read it on the Sunday he received 
it to several of the settlers, after they had been 
asembled to have k sermon read to them, as usual, on 
that day « — On the following morning the settlers and 
servants collected at the store-house to have their 
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fortnight’s allowance of provisions delivered out to 
them^ after which George' Campbell, with several 
others, repaired to the Governor’s house in the colony, 
and formally delivered to Mr. McDonald the order 
signed by Cameron ; and while Mr. McDonald 
and the other principal officers of the settlement were 
forcibly prevented from leaving the house, by Camp- 
bell and his armed party, the store-house was broken 
open, and the field-pieces, together with the swivels, 
and a small howitzer, in all nine in number, were 
seized, and taken out of the store. — A musket was 
then fired by one of the party as a signal, when 
Cameron, with some armed men, immediately came 
out of a lurking-place where he had concealed him- 
self, (with a view, no doubt, of aiding the depreda- 
tors, should they have stood in need of his assistance,) 
and joined the party within thirty or forty yards from 
the store-house. Among the banditti who attended 
him were two clerks, and an interpreter, in the regu- 
lar employment of the North-West Company, — Boh- 
BruUs, named Cuthbert Grant, W illiam Shaw, and 
Peter Pangman, commonly called Boston^s. After 
Cameron had joined the party who had broken into 
the store-house, he congratulated them upon the 
success of their enterprise, and conducted them all, 
with the 'guns they had stolen, to his station at the 
Forks, where the plunder was t’eposited in the North- 
West Company’s store, and the party regaled by their 
leader*. 


. *011 Mr, Miles MacdonclFs return to the settlement, shortly 
lifter this robbery, he granted a warrant to seasch for, and recover. 
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After this robbery, those of the settlers, who had, 
for some time resolved to quit the Red River, deserted 
to the North-West Company’s station at the Forks; 
many of them carrying with them the Government 
muskets which had been issued to them, the guns, and 
arms, which Lord Selkirk bad likewise provided, and 
which, (as well as various other articles, belonging 
to his Lordship, such as implements of husbandry, 
&c.) were afterwards purchased by the North-West 
Company', who could not but have known they were 
stolen. — One of the labourers belonging to the settle- 
ment, who had assisted in breaking open and plun- 
dering the store-house, having been apprehended by 
Mr. Archibald McDonald, a large armed party, led 
by George Campbell, together with the North-West 
Company’s clerks and servants, Cuthbert Grant, 
William Shaw, Bostonois, and Boucher, broke into 
the governor’s house, presented their pistols at Mr. 
M'Donald, and the other officers of the settlement, 
and rescued the prisoner. Shaw declared to Mr. 
McDonald that this was done by Cameron's order.-— 


the stolen property ; and sent several of the principal settlers, and 
about twenty persons with them, to the North-West Company's 
station for that purpose. — Mr. Duncan Cameron would only per- 
mit four of the party to enter within the stockaded, and upon the 
warrant bein^ produced, and read to him, he said he would 
neither allow search to be made, nor the property to be taken; 
that the guns and other articles were under Ins charge, and he 
would take care to keep them. — It was in vain to attempt to 
execute the warrant, as a number of the servants of the North- 
West Company were drawn up armed on each side, mostly with 
muskets and fixed bayonets. 
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But it would require no luch declaration to satisfy 
anj one, that these additional acts of aggression could 
never have been committed by those in the service of 
the North-West Company, had they not been di- 
rected by their superiors to commif them. 

Mr. Miles Macdonell, the governor of the dis- 
trict, returned about this time to resume his charge 
at the settlement. A warrant to arrest him had 
been issued some time before by one of the partners 
of the company, Mr. Norman M'Leod, a magistrate 
for the Indian territory, on a charge of feloniously 
taking a quantity of provisions belonging to that 
Company; but Mr. Macdonell did not think fit to 
acknowledge the jurisdiction, or yield to the war- 
rant*. In consequence of this refusal, threats were 
repeatedly made by Cameron, that if he (Mr. Mac- 
donell) was not delivered up by the settlers, or did 
not surrender himself, the colonists should be at- 
tacked. — These threats were partially carried into 
execution, and several of the settlers were fired at by 
Cameron’s people. 

About the middle of May, Mr. Alexander Mac- 
donell, Cameron’s partner, arrived at the Forks from 
bis winter station in the interior, and brought down 
with him a party of the Cree Indians from the River 
Qui Appelle, several hundred miles further up the 
country, for the purpose, no doi^ot, of verifying the 
predictions of bis co-adjutor, who had so often de- 
clared to the settlers that the remote Indians were 
determined to attack them in the spring. — These 


• For ao explanation of thia transaction, see Appendix, [B.] 
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Crew were detained for a short time at the Forks, 
and generally kept in a state of intoxication. While 
they remained there, about a dozen of the horses 
belonging to the settlement were shot with arrows 
in the night-time, hut it was supposed they were 
killed by the Brules under Cameron’s direction, and 
not by the Indians. — The chief of the party found 
means to get over, without Cameron’s permission, to 
the settlement, and declared to Mr. Miles Macdoneli 
that, although they had been brought from their own 
country for the express purpose of assisting in driving 
away the settlers, he was resolved not to molest 
them. — The Crees, indeed, seem to have been a some- 
what more civilized race than their employers. — 
They returned to their own country not very well 
pleased with their errand ; but, previous to their de- 
parture, they sent the pipe of peace to the colony, as 
an assurance of their friendship. 

About the same period, another, and more formi- 
dable, attempt was made to instigate the Indians, from 
a different quarter, to fall upon the Red River settle- 
ment. — A Chippewa Chief of Sand Lake, (near the 
River St. Louis, which runs into Lake Superior, at 
the Fond du Lac) has declared before the Council of 
the Indian Department in Canada, that he was offered, 
in the spring of 1815, for himself and his ’people, all 
the goods at three of the North-West Company’s 
trading posts, if he would go with his warriors down 
to the Red River settlement, and declare war against 
the settlers : but he refused*. — The reports, there- 


* See Appendix, [U.] 



fore^ of threatened hostility from the Indians^ so often 
urged by Cameron to the settlers as an inducement 
to make them abandon the Red River^ do not appear 
to have been altogether an empty rumour, or entirely 
destitute of probability ; but if there did exist any 
chance of such attack, it was certainly an act of the 
most consummate villainy, to rob the settlers of those 
arms which had been provided for their defence, and 
to deprive them of the only means left them for their 
protection against Indian ferocity* ** . 

The servants and others employed by the North- 
West Company began now to collect in considerable 
numbers towards the Red River, and these, together 
with the Half-breeds, and most of the settlers and 
labourers who had abandoned the colony, formed a 
camp at some distance down the River, where they 
mounted some of the guns which they had pillaged 
from the settlement. Every annoyance was now di- 
rected towards the remaining settlers, and measures 
of active hostility appeared to be preparing against 
them. The Canadian clerks and servants, together 
with the Brules, were occasionally paraded under 
the immediate inspection of the Company’s partners. 


* CameroB not only aided^ as already mentioned^ in plunder- 
ing the colony, by force, of its means of.defence, but av ailed him- 
self of his assumed commission and authority, to deprive the 
settlers of their arms.— The following is a specimen of his orders 
for this purpose " I do hereby order James M'Kay and George 

** Sutherland to give up their muskets in the King’s name. 

(Signed) Duncan Cameron, V.C/^ 

See Appendix, [N.] 
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at their station at the Forks; and matters seemed 
now to be drawing towards a crisis. 

On the morning of Sunday, the lllh of June (a 
day in which it might have been hoped some little 
rest from their troubles would have been allowed to 
the barrassed settlers) a number of loaded muskets, 
together with ammunition, were delivered out of the 
stores of the North-West Company to their clerks, 
servants, and followers, for the purpose of an im" 
mediate attack upon the colony. Seraphim Lamar 
(the Voyageur Ensign), Cuthbert Grant, William 
Shaw, and Peter Pangman Bostonois, formed, as 
usual, part of this banditti. They marched from 
the North-West Company's post, and stationed them- 
selves in a small wood adjoining the governor’s 
bouse, which was the principal building in the settle- 
ment. They began their operations by firing a shot 
at Mr. While, the surgeon, who w'as walking near 
the house, but it fortunately missed him. Another 
shot was at the same time fired at Mr. Bourke, the 
store-keeper, and the ball passed close to him. A 
general firing then commenced from the wood, 
which was returned by those in the house, four of 
whom were wounded, and one of whom (Mr. War- 
ren) died of his wounds. — After the North-West 
Company’s party had kept up their fire for a con- 
siderable time, they returned with Cameron, who, 
shortly after they had left, the Forks, had followed 
them armed, and who, on their return, congratulated 
them, with much satisfaction, upon the result of their 
exploit, and on their personal safety ; — a circum- 
stance not very surprising, considering that, during 
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the attack^ they ^ere concealed in a wood, not one 
of them being visible to those upon whom they were 
firing. 

. After this cowardly, and unprovoked attack, it 
would have been absurd in the remaining officers 
and settlers of the colony to have supposed they 
Would be permitted to remain in security. — It was 
given out by Cameron that he was resolved to have 
possession of Mr. Miles Macdonell, dead or alive ; 
but that if he would surrender himself quietly, — or 
if the settlers would give him up, all further hostility 
should cease*. — What was this but an acknowledg- 
ment on the part of Cameron, that measures of hos- 
tility depended solely upon bis will ? — At length 
Mr. Miles Macdonell, at the persuasion of the 
other officers of the settlement, in order to prevent 
the further effusion of blood, and in the hope of se- 
curing the remaining settlers from future violence, 
surrendered himself to the warrant. — He was soon 
afterwards carried down to Montreal (about 2,500 
miles) to be tried ; — but no trial has ever taken 
place. 

The remaining settlers at Red River were, how- 
ever, much mistaken in supposing that the surrender 
of Mr. Miles Macdonell was to ensure to them 
future security. — It was of course a nmst iniportant 
object for their opponents to {^et the principal person 
of the settlement (and one who also held the appoint- 
ment, from the Hudson's Bay Company, of governor 


* For a specimen of Mr* Cameron’s curious letters to the 
settlers, see Appendix, [C-] 
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of the distriet) into custody; but haying once got 
possession of him, they threw off the mask ; and 
peremptory orders were issued by Cameron, directing 
the remaining settlers to leave the Red River. These 
orders were followed up by the most wanton acts of 
aggression, under the direction of Mr. Alexander 
M'Donell, who, after Cameron’s departure with his 
prisoner, succeeded to the command at the Forks. 
The remaining settlers were frequently fired at by 
his people ; the farm-house belonging to the settle- 
ment was broken open and pillaged ; several of the 
servants and labourers, quietly employed in tillage, 
were forcibly seized, and detained as prisoners ; the 
horses were stolen, the cattle driven away, and the 
bull belonging to the settlement was killed and cut 
up in the presence of Alexander M'Donell himself. 
— He also made a sort of bqttery opposite the settle- 
ment, upon which he mounted two of the field-pieces 
they had stolen, and established a camp of about 
fifty or sixty of the Canadian servants, clerks, Bois- 
Brules, &c &c. — Such were the measures which 
this partner adopted for defending, as he termed it 
in his letter of the 5th of August, what the North- 
West Company considered their rights in the in- 

terior.” 

Another attack with fire-arms was mad^ upon the 
governor’s house on the 22nd of June ; but the fire 
was not returned by the settlers. — Finding, however, 
it was vain to look for a cessation of hostility, they 
determined to quit the settlement, and accordingly 
informed Mr. Alexander M'Donell that they should 
be ready to depart in two or three days. — On the • 
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24th of June, two of the Sautoux chiefs, with about 
forty warriors of that nation, arrived at the settle- 
ment. From thence they went to the North-Welt 
Company’s station at the Forks, and endeavoured to 
prevail upon Mr. M'Donell to permit the settlers to 
remain, but without eft’ect. The Indians then ei- 
pressed their regret that, from the numbers of people 
whom the North-West Company had collected in 
the neighbourhood, supported by the field-pieces 
which had been taken from the colony, they were 
not able at that time to protect the settlers. Th^ 
therefore advised them to depart, and offered to give 
them a safe escort, for themselves and their property, 
down the river, to Lake Winipic. — This offer was 
thankfully accepted, and was probably the means of 
saving the lives, as well as securing the property, of 
the remaining settlers. , For there is very little doubt 
but that the plunder of the stores, still remaining at 
the settlement, was held out as a lure to tempt the 
Half-breeds, and their associates, to the commission 
of the outrages against it ; and that they were pre- 
pared to seize all the remaining property by force, 
as the settlers passed down the river towards the 
lake. Under their Indian escort, therefore, the 
officers, and remaining settlers, amounting to about 
sixty, quitted the settlement, leaving behind Mr. 
M'Leod, a trader in the service of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, then stationed at Red River, with two or 
three men employed in the mercantile concerns of that 
Company.— Having thus quitted their habitations, 
they went, in their boats, down the Red River to its 
mouth, from whence, after taking leave of their 
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friendly Indian conductors, who expressed an anxious 
hope that they would be enabled again to return to 
their, settlement, they proceeded to the other end of 
Lake Winipic, where they stationed themselves at 
Jack River House, a trading post belonging to the 
Hudson's Bay Company. — The day after they had 
left the settlement, a party of their enemies, com- 
posed, , as usual, of the North-West Company’s 
clerks, servants, &c. proceeded to the spot, and, 
netting fire to the houses, the mill, and the other 
buildings, burnt them to the ground*. 

The “■ complete downfall of the Red River Co- 
‘‘ lony” having been thus accomplished through the 
agency of the two partners who had been employed 
to effect it, it will be important to observe how these 
persons were received by the North-West Company, 
when they reported to that body, the success of their 
campaign, and produced to them the proofs of their 
victory. 

They carried down with them, to the annual ren- 
dezvous of the partners and agents at Fort William, 
on Lake Superior, about one hundred and thirty-four 
settlers, including men, women, and children. — They 
arrived there about the end of July, and found many 
of the partners of the North-West Cohipany as- 
sembled, who expressed their undisguised satisfaction 
at the occurrences which had taken place at Red 
River. — Cameron was highly praised for the steps 
be had adopted, particularly in carrying off the field- 


• See all the Appendix from [D.] to [T.] inclusive. 
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piei(%s^ and securing the arms : and if any fiirthdr 
pro(d’ were wanted, of which, however, there is 
abundance, that the conduct of Cameron and 
M'Donell was fully- approved of by the body of 
partners then present, it need otily be mentioned, 
that the Company, in place of taking immediate 
steps to have those two individuals brought to trial, 
again appointed them to command at the same sta- 
tions, ill the interior; which they bad charge of the 
season before, — and to return to the scenes of their 
late exertions, doubtless, with the view, of opposing 
any attempt which might be made to rc-cstablish 
the colony on the Red River. 

But though these marks of approbation were 
bestowed upon the leading actors in this work of 
destruction, it would appear that the subordinate 
agents were by no means so liberally rewarded as they 
had reason to expect ; and that they even com- 
plained of being defrauded of their promised hire*. 
Many of the deserters fr6m the colony, however, and 
particularly those of the settlers, whose treachery 
had proved most Useful to the North- West Company, 
were well remunerated for their services. An ac- 
count-book was regularly opened at Fort William, 
in which credits were given to forty-eight of these 
people, foV various articles which they had plundered 
from the settlement, and deliv^cd to Cameron at bis 
trading post. — ^These consisted chiefly of implements 
of husbandry, working tools, horses, muskets, guns, 
pistols, &c. &c. — Thus, in one of these accounts. 


* See Appendix, [Q.], near the conclusion. 



ippears a credit for five new guns, £10;— for a 
‘♦nevr common pistol, 15s.;>.one old gun, IBs." 
dtc. &c. — At the bottom of those accounts vrere 
generalljr added the sums, they were to receive, and 
did receive, as rewards for their services against the 
settlement. — Several of these persons thus obtained 
from the North-West Company larger sums than, in 
all probability, they had ever been possessed of, at 
any one period, in the whole course of their lives. — 
To many of their accounts were also subjoined, in 
the hand'Writing of Cameron, and M'Doncll, short 
abstracts of the services which these deserters had 
respectively performed in promoting the destruction 
of the settlement. — For example ; — honourable men- 
tion is made of one of them (in the hand-writing of 
Cameron) thus — “ This man joined our people in 
February, was a great partisan, and very useful to 
" us ever since, and deserves something from the 
" North- W’est Company — say five or six pounds.” 
— Of another (also in Cameron’s hand-writing) : — 
'' This man was also a great partisan of ours, and 
“ made himself very useful to us ; he lost his three 
" year’s earning with the H. B. for joining us, and 
he deserves at least about £ 20 .” — Of another (in 
the hand- writing of Alexander M'Donell) : “ He 
“ was very desperate in our cause this spring, and 
“deserves three or four pounds,” (signed) “A. 
“ M'Donell.” — Of another (also in M'Donell’s 
hand-writing): “ An active smart fellow. — Left the 
“II. B. Company in April last— a true partisan, 
“ steady and brave. — Took a most active part in the 
“ campaign of this spring, and deserves from fifteen 



**td twenty pounds.— -He has lost about jCSO by 
" leaving the Hudson’s Bay Co. a month berore> the 
“ expiration of his contract.” (signed) A. 

M'DOnell.” — Of another (likewise in M'Doneli's 
hand'Writing) : " This man left the H. B. Co. in 
the month of April, owing to which he lost three 
** year's wages. — His behaviour towards us has been 
that of a true partisan, steady, brave, and resolute 
man ; and was .something of a leading character 
among his countrymen, and deserves at least about 
£^0r (signed) A. M^Donell.”— But the 
truest of all true partisans appears to have been 
George Campbell. This man was therefore con- 
spicuously honoured, as well as rewarded, by the 
North-West Company. — He was placed at table in 
their common hall, at Fort William, next to the 
partners, and above the clerks of the Company. — 
But this distinction (enviable as it might be !) was 
not sufficiently solid for Mr. Campbell. — By the 
direction of the partnership he received a reward of 
£100, which was paid to him by one of the Com- 
pany’s clerks. Subjoined to his account with the 
Company is the following honourable testimony to 
his merits, under the hand-writing, and signature, of 
his friend and patron Mr. Duncan Cameron.— 
", This (Qeo. Campbell) is a very decent man, and a 
" great partisan, who often elposcd his life for the 
" N. W. Co. — He has been of very essential service 
" in the transactions of Red River, and deserves at 
" least £100, Halifax ; and every other service that 
** can be rendered to him by the North-West Com- 
pany— Rather than his merit and services should go 
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'[m^ixairarded, 1 would give him a £100 myself, 

" aHhough I have already been a good deal out of 
pocket by my campaign to Red River. 

« DUNCAN CAMERON.” 

After a perusal of the statements which have been 
thus submitted, and of the documents referred to in 
the preceding part of this narrative, no impartial 
reader, unless he thinks these documents are forged, 
can hesitate in drawing this conclusion — that from 
the first knowledge of the Earl of Selkirk’s intention 
to establish a colony at the Red River, the North- 
West Company of Montreal determined to prevent it ; 
that, in pursuance of this determination, they adopted, 
both in this country and abroad, such measures as 
appeared to them best calculated to carry their reso- 
lution into efiect ; — that in doing so, they did not 
scruple as to the means which were to be employed ; 
—that their hostile operations increased in proportion 
as the probable success of the settlement became more 
apparent — and that, at length, they thought fit to 
instigate those measures of violent aggression against 
it, which ended in robbery and bloodshed. 

These occurrences were at first ascribed, by the 
North-West Company, to the native Indians, — but, 
as it became obvious that not a single Indian bad 
been concerned in them, they next attributed them to 
the Half-breeds ; a race over whom they stated they 
had no control. Their influence over the Half- 
breeds, however, is too notorious to be concealed, 
and upqp^what description of persons they will next 

F 
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be driven to shift the blame^ it is not easy to con** 
jeclure;— but, however remote the scene of these 
crimes may be, — however great the difficulty of 
obtaining speedy and effectual investigation ; — and, 
above all, however bold and artful the attempts to 
misrepresent facts, and conceal the truth, — the public 
cannot continue much longer to be misled by vague 
assertions, or blinded by assumed concern at events 
which persons connected with the North-West 
Company pretend to have foretold, and which (in all 
human probability), had they wished, they could have 
entirely prevented. 

It may be recollected, that when the question of 
establishing a regular agricultural settlement in the 
Hudson’s Bay territories was first agitated, and when 
the grant to the Earl of Selkirk, for that object, was 
under discussion, certain individuals, concerned for 
tlie North-West Company in this country, stepped 
forward to express, in the Protest which has been 
formerly noticed, their humane concern at the dis- 
tressing situation to which the emigrant settlers in 
Ossiniboia might be reduced ; and anticipated, with 
much apparent solicitude, -the difficulties in which 
the colonists would be plunged. — But however com- 
passionate the language, which, at that time, was 
used by the persons concerned for the Company at 
home, they seem to have bee-i over-matched in fine 
feeling by the Company’s agents abroad. — Let us see 
how the Honourable Mr. William M'Gillivray, the 
agent and principal partner of the North-West Com- 
pany -in Canada, and member of the Legislative and 
Executive Councils of the Lower Province, expresses 
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litmself to Sir Frederick Robinson^ then in the tem- 
porary command in Upper Canada^ who had applied 
to him for information with respect to the colonists 
at Red River. — On the 1 5th of August, 1815, 
(shortly after the arrival of the settlers who were 
brought, by the. Company, to Upper Canada, .and 
when it is impossible ter suppose that Mr. M'Gilli- 
vray, then in that Province, could be ignorant of 
the real circumstances of the case,) he writes to Sir 
Frederick Robinson, transmitting a Statement drawn 
up by him on the subject. — In this Statement he 
mentions, among other things, that, ''the disorder 
" excited in the country by those acts of violence*, 
*' the disgust given to the settlers by the extensive dis- 
" advantages of the country, as well as the violence and 
" tyranny of their leader, and the dread of the natives, 
" Indians, and mixed breedf, all contributed to break 
" up the colony. — Some few of the settlers (about 
" fourteen families) have returned to Hudson’s Bay, 
" and the remainder threw themselves upon the com- 
“ passion of the North-West Company to obtain 


^ Alluding to the proceedings of Mr. Miles Macdonell. — See 
Appendix, [ B. ] 

t In another part of this letter Mr. M'Gillivray talks of these 
Half-breeds as being a daring and numerous race, fowling from 
the intercourse of the Canadian Yoyageurs with Indian women, 
and who consider themselves as the possessors of the country, 
and lords of the soil.’’— It was some time ago rumoured that 
a formal petition had been presented to Government in belialf of 
these illegitimate Bois-Brul^s as lords of the soil!” — If they 
liave become so, it doubtless must be by right of conquest, as even 
Mr. M'Gillivray will scarcely contend that they bold the lands 
by right of inherituncc. 
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" means of conveyance to Canada. — Some of them 
” state upon oath that they left their homes in expee- 
tation of coming to Canada at once^ and were only 
told of their actual destination at Stornoway in the 
island of Lewis^ from whence the embarkation 
“ took place. — Others state^ also upon oath, that , 
“ they were informed the distance from -Red River to 
" Canada was shorty and the communication easy> 
so that if they did not like that country, they might 
“ have it in their power to join their friends in 
” Canada ; and others state that they were to go to 
“■ Canada by the way of the Red River. — Under 
“ these circumstances, partly from compassion to- 
'' wards these poor people, and partly from a dread 
" of the consequences of their remaining in the in- 
terior, (because, in the event of the Indians attack- 
ing them, it was feared that the Hatchet, once 
raised, would not discriminate between a trader, 
** and a settler, but that all the white men in the 
** country might become its victims,) the North-West 
“ Company has offered these settlers a conveyance to 
this Province, and the means of subsistence since 
** they left the Red River.” — &c. &c. &c. — And he 
concludes his letter to Sir Frederick (in which he 
forwarded this Statement) by “ begging his protec- 
tion and favour for the poor settlers.” — The writer, 
however, deceived himself id supposing that the 
fourteen families of settlers,” alluded to by him, 
bad returned to Hudson's Bay ; for, at the very time 
he was composing his Statement, and pouring out his 
fine feelings in the answer to Sit F.'Robinson's official 
inquiry, these obstinate, and uutractable families 
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actually on their way back to their old station 
on the Red River. — When the two partners of the 
North-West Company (Cameron^ and Alexander 
M'Donell) had proceeded towards Canada with their 
followers, these settlers voluntarily returned from the 
North end of Lake Winipic, to resume possession of 
their lands, and to re-establish the settlement ; and 
this they did in spite of '' the extensive disadvantages 
of the country,” the indiscriminating hatchet of 
the Indian,” or, what was worse than either, the 
canting '' compassion of the North-West Company.” 

But we cannot yet part with Mr. M'Gillivray. — 
In his communication to Sir Frederick Robinson he 
refers to certain statements upon oath,” of some of 
the settlers who were brought down to Canada. It 
is sufficiently obvious, however, that these depo- 
sitions, whatever they may contain, should be received 
with the greatest doubt and suspicion. — In the first 
place, those who were examined, were persons who 
had been seduced to the commission of crime by part- 
ners of the North-West Company, and were then at 
Fort Willian), under the control, and at the disposal, 
of those who had seduced them. In the second place, 
the persons who specially superintended these exami- 
nations, were no other than Mr. Alexander M'Doncll, 
the Company’s partner who was so active in their 
seduction, and Mr. Norman M'Leod, another part- 
ner, (and a Magistrate for the Indian territory,) whose 
activity, of a similar description, will appear suffi- 
ciently conspicuous in the sequel. — Besides, before 
these statements are at all to be attended to, we ought 
first to be satisfied that none of the persons examined 
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were of the number of those forty-eight ' settlers^ 
labourers^ and others, whose names appear in the 
account book made out at Fort William, and which 
specifies the sums respectively paid to them by the 
North-West Company, for their services,— -as “ true 
partisans,” together with the credits allowed them 
for articles which they had plundered from their 
employer, and sold to that very Company, of which 
two of the most acti^ partners were now selected for 
the purpose of taking these examinations. — The 
receiver of stolen goods is surely not a fit person to 
take the examination of the thief! — But this is not 
all. — There is evidence that while Messrs. Alexander 
M'Donell, and Norman M‘Leod, were thus em- 
ployed in superintending those examinations, they 
evinced the greatest anxiety (and naturally enough 
too) that any circumstances might be discovered 
which could bring discredit upon the settlement at 
Red River, or blame on its management : — and there 
is also evidence that while the examinations were 
going on, M'^Donell received a special written 
direction from one of the leading partners of the 
Company, then at the Sault St. Maryj to hasten these 
depositions, suggesting the expediency of at once 
getting at something that might throw blame on the 
Earl of Selkirk ; and that he (M'Donell) should 
endeavour to find out some of the settlers "xho could, 
or would, swear to circumstances which might have 
that effect. — What the result of M'Donell’s inquiry 
kmong>the settlers for this object was, does not ap- 
pear. — He probably succeeded in getting something 
#hich he tbdught would suit the purpose ; for he 
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S6ems to have been a most indefatigable partner^ 
either in the closet or the field. —Twelve months had 
not elapsed since we found him transmitting a dis- 
patch to his correspondent at Montreal, that he was, 
then, by fair means or foul, preparing " to commence 

open hostilities against the enemy in Red River,*’ 
— and now, having obtained the victory, we find him 
superintending in person, the solemn examinations of 
his prisoners on oath !— a true partisan"— equally 
prepared to pursue his object with the Testament or 
the tomahawk. 

In a former part of this Statement, it has been 
mentioned that the Earl of Selkirk had received in- 
formation, in the beginning of the year 1815, that 
it was suspected the Indians were likely to make an 
attack upon the Red River settlement ; and, although 
the specific ground of that suspicion had not been 
communicated, he lost no time in applying to 
Government for some military aid and protection. 
By affording to the colony, in its infancy, a small 
portion of such assistance, there was every reason to 
believe that, in a very short time, it would have 
become able to protect itself. But it will appear 
obvious,, that the Provincial Government refused to 
give the protection, without having instituted a sufli- 
cient inquiry for the purpose of ascertaining if it was 
expedient to grant it. 

In ' order to support his settlers by his personal 
exertions, the Earl of Selkirk went to America, in the 

I 

autumn of the year 1815. — On his arrival at New 
York, in his way to Canada, he received intelligence 
of the dispersion of the colonists, and the destruction 
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of tli« sett)«in«Bt. He proceeded immedieieljr to 
MontraO, where he soon learnt that the Indians had no 
concern whatever in the transaction, and he adopted, 
without delay, the requisite steps to obtain substan- 
tial evidence with respect to the acts which had taken 
place, and the persons by whom they were committed. 
•—The settlers who had been brought down to Canada, 
weresnow dispersed in both Provinces, and many of 
them in great distress. — That distress was ascribed to 
his Lordship, as a matter of course, and not to those 
who had first seduced, and then abandoned them.— 
The North-West Company had no further use for 
their services ; — the expense of bringing them down 
to Canada had already proved sufficiently burthen- 
some ; — and, of course, the splendid promises made 
at the banks of the Red River, of lands in the Ca- 
nadas, high wages, great encouragement, &c. &c. 
were all forgotten on the shores of the St. Lawrence. 
— But it is not unworthy of remark, that no sooner 
was it understood that Lord Selkirk was proceeding 
to York, in Upper Canada, for the purpose of car- 
rying on his inquiries, than rations of provisions wer^ 
ordered to be issued, by the North-West Company’s 
agent there, to thos6 of the settlers who hjad been 
brought down to that 4 )lace, and who had not ob- 
tained employment. 

Numerous affidavits were r/Ow taken, upon Lord 
Selkirk’s application, before various magistrates, 
both in Upper and Lower Canada. — Many of the 
settlers, labourers, and others, who had belonged to 
Red River colony, and who had been broi^t 
dway by the North-West Company, were themselves 





examined. In addition to the evidence thus obtained, 
depositions had been taktfh (and sent to England bj 


engagements, txad. 


tiCTs, who, remrining true to their 

tetused to come down to Canada. — ^'rUese depoaltions, 
together with other proofs, which had been obtained, 
formed so strong a chain of evidence, as to leave 
little doubt who the persons were, by whom the acts 
of violence had been instigated, and committed. 

While occupied in these important investigations. 
Lord Selkirk received information that the Red 
River Colony had been again re-established ; and 
that the body of settlers, which had withdrawn to the 
North end of Lake Winipic, had returned to the set- 
tlement, after Cameron and Alexander M'Donell, 
with their followers, had left the Red River. — On 
the receipt of this intelligence. Lord Selkirk dis- 
patched a messenger into the interior, for the pur- 
pose of giving notice to the settlers of bis arrival in 
America ; and of his intention, as soon as the river 
navigation was open in the spring, to join them at 
4he settlement with every means he could obtain, to 
secure their protection : — but the messenger he sent 
was waylaid, and robbed of his dispatches*. 


* These letters were entrusted to a person, named Lagimo- 
niere, whom Lord Selkirk could depend upon, and who had 
made a hazardous winter journey on foot of upwards of two thou- 
sand miles, for the purpose of bringing intelligence to Montreal, 
firom the Red River, of the re^tablishment of the colony. With 
refepe^ to his being robbed, on returning to the interior, see the 
Deumtion of the Cbipewa Chief, before the Council of the 
Indian Department, in the Appendii, [U.]— Lagimoniere was 
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Reports began now to be circulated of the pro* 
babiKty of renewed aggression against the colony Jn 
the spring. — It was not very likely indeed that the 
opponents of colonization would sit tamely down^ 
and permit the agricultural pursuits of the settlers to 
revive at Red River, without some attempts to pre- 
vent them. — In addition to their original inveteracy, 
they were probably not a little irritated at the resolu- 
tion evinced by the colonists, in endeavouring to re- 
establish the settlement after their former dispersion : 
— And it was therefore not doubted in Canada, by 
those most likely to be best informed, that another 
attempt would be speedily made to destroy it. 


waylaid in the night-time, near the Fond du Lac Superior, by 
some Indian hunters (employed for the purpose by the North- 
west Company,) who beat him in a shocking manner, and plun- 
dered him of his dispatches, his canoe, and every thing it con- 
tained. — The order to intercept him was issued from Fort Wil- 
liam on the 2nd of June, 1816, by Mr. Norman McLeod. The 
intention of this express,” says this magistrate in writing to 
his partner at Fond du Lac, is to tell you that Lagimonierc 
is again to pass through your Department on his way withai 
letters to Red River. As a precautionary measure, he must 
absolutely be prevented proceeding, or forwarding any letters. 
He and the men along with him, and an Indian guide he has, 
must all be sent, with their budget, to this place, here to await 
the result 6f future proceedings. It was a matter of astonish- 
ment to many, how he could have made his way last fall through 
Fond du Lac Department — ^This, no doubt, you will be able 
satisfactorily to explain.” The Indians who performed the 
service were credited in the books of the North-West Company, 
with the sum of one hundred dollars. Several of the letters, in 
Lord Selkirk’s |jand-writing, have been since found amongisonie 
loose papers at Fort William. 
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The Earl of Selkirk again endeavoured^ by every 
means in his power, to procure some* small military 
protection for the settlers ; but his application to Sir 
Gordon Drummond, (who then administered the 
Government of Canada) was unsuccessful ; — and his 
endeavours seem to have been equally fruitless to 
learn the reasons of the refusal. — In making this as- 
sertion, however, it is requisite to state the ground 
upon which it is founded. 

In the months of March, and April, 1816, when 
numerous reports were in circulation, in Canada, 
of the intended renewal of hostility against the Red 
River Colony, an official correspondence, of very 
considerable length, took place between Sir Gordon 
Drummond^ and the Earl of Selkirk. It appears 
that the latter, having collected much evidence from 
various quarters, with respect to the attack upon the 
settlement in the former year, was preparing to have 
the proofs submitted to the Provincial Government. 
The object of laying that body of evidence before bis 
Excellency, was to point out the description of per- 
sons who had instigated the former aggressions, and 
to shew that, from the same quarter, a renewal of the 
outrages might be looked for. In a letter to Sir 
Gordon Drummond, of the 11th March, 1816, his 
Lordship, among other things^ says, 

I beg leave to observe, tliat I consider this matter,” 
(namely a small escort which he had requested for his per- 
sonal security in going to the interior,) as totally distinct 
“ from the permanent protection to be afforded to the settlers 
on Red River, in pursuance of Lord Bathurst’s instructions 
“ to your Ezcellencv of Maixh I'asf..— I 
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JExcell^cj of my letter of November 11 th, to which no 
final answer has yet been given. — But I forbear to press 
fpr an immediate decision on that subject^ as I shall soon 
** have occasion to lay before your Excellency some very 
important documents, containing evidence which has come 
to my knowledge since the period I refer to ; — evidence 
which must remove every shadow of doubt as to the pro- 
priety of an immediate compliance with the instructions 
‘‘ in question.” 

Sir Gordon Drummond^ in his reply to this part of 
the subject^ says, 

I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship, that having, 
upon a full consideration of the subject, and after an at- 
tentive perusal of the numerous documents relating to it 
which have passed through my hands, declined a compli* 
ance with a requisition which was made to me for a jni- 
litary detachment to be permanently stationed for the 
protection of your Lordship's settlement on the Red 
River ; and having fully stated to Earl Bathurst my rea- 
sons for this refusal, I cannot consent to take any steps 
which 1 consider at variance with that decision, until I 
** am furnished with the further and more specific instruc- 
tionsof his Majesty’s Government, to whom I have referred 
on the subject. — Having distinctly stated this in the con- 
versation which I had the honour to hold with yonr Lord* 
ship at the time that you placed in my hands your letter 
of the 11th, November, I bad not apprehended that your 
Lordship would have expected an j further answer to that 
** letter, or otherwise, I have to assure your Lordship that it 
should not have been for a moment withheld.” 

Lord Selkirk^ in his answer to Sir Gordon Drum* 
mond^ observes^ 

** Witb respect to my letter o£ NoTembei lltb| and the 
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« ^vemlion which I had the honour of hoUing with your 
* Jfircellency, on the subject military protection for the 
“ settlers on Red Riyer, I certainly did not understand you 
“ to express a determination so absolute, that no change 
“ could be made upon it, even by a change of circumstances, 
“ <w by the discovery of facts of primary importance, pro- 
“ viously unknown to you. To justify such a resolution, 
‘ thus unalterable, I cannot doubt that your Excellency 
must have reasons of a more decisive nature than any 
“ which I can recollect you to have stated in conversation ; 
“ and as your Excellency has expressed your intention of 
** communicating to the North-West Company your mO" 
“ tives for allowing a personal escort for myself, I trust, 
“ that, in like manner, I may receive an explanation of the 
reasons which induce you to withhold from the settlers 
“ that protection which his Majesty’s Government had con- 
“ sented to allow.” 

Some time afterwards, the- subject was again press- 
ed upon Sir Gordon Drummond, as appears by the 
following letter addressed to him by Lord Selkirk : 

" Montreal, April 23rd, 1816. 

“ Sir, 

In referring to the letters which I have hadoo- 
casion of late to address to your Excellency, it appears that 
“ I have not fully informed you of the re-establishment of the 
settlement on Red River, which took place last autumn'^ 
" little more than two months after its destruction appeared 
“ to have been accomplished. — ^Your Excellency has been 
“ apprized that a part of the settlers refused to enter into 
“ the views of the North-West Company, and, when over- 
<< powered by superior numbers, retired towards Hudson^ 
Bay ; — But as soon as the ruffians, who had been assmiH 
‘‘ bled from various quarteif to attack them, had dispersed, 

** ni"! 'Var '•i iwrvi'ii- 
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** doabfe reinibrcemeat of pedple who had recently arrived 
** iroin Europe. At the date of the last advices, in OctoHer, 
** they were living on the best terms with the Indians and 
** half-Indians in their neighbourhood, and were under no 
** apprehension of any enemies but those which they ex* 
“ pected to be again excited against them by the malice of 
“ the North-West Company. 

** Your Excellency has not condescended to inform me 
“ of the grounds on which you had refused to comply with 
** Lord Bathurst’s instruction ‘ to give such protection to 
“ ‘ the settlers ?t Red River, as could be afforded without 
‘ detriment to his Majesty’s service in other quarters,” 
“ and it is not improbable that you may have been influ- 
** enced by the idea of the settlement having been totally 
“ and irrecoverably destroyed. — I think it my duly, tliere- 
“ fore, to inform your Excellency of the real state of the 
“ fact, and .at the same time to point out the probability 
“ that the same persons who plotted the destruction of the 
'* settlement last year, will’ make another attempt upon it 
“ this spring ; encouraged by the knowledge of the deter- 
** mination which your Excellency took last summer, not to 
“ send any military force for the protection of the settlers. 

“ Though I have not been distinctly informed of the 
‘‘ grounds of that determination, I have received important 
** hints as to some reasons which appear to have had weight 
** with your Excellency. — So far as these are known to me, 
1 can pronounce with confidence, that they are founded 
“ on misinformation, and can pledge myself to bring satis- 
“ factory proof to this efiect. 

When I bad the honour of seeing your Excellency in 
“ November, I understood you to be apprehensive, that 
** the employment of a military force at Red River would 
be viewed with jealousy by the Indians. — 1 also understood 
** that you bad doubts as to the expense of sending troops 
** there ; and I have been informed by the last letters which 
** 1 have received from London, that, in a communication 
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from yonc Excellency to Lord Batbnrst, it bad been stat^ 
“ to be altogether impracticable to convey troops to tbat 
country. — If tliese are the objections which still weigh 
with yonr Excellency,! can have no doubt that they may 
“ be removed. 

♦ 

'VV'ith respect to the Indians^ I have, from anquestioa- 
able authority, such positive information of their favour- 
able dispositions, that I cannot entertain a doubt of his 
Majesty’s troops being received as friends and protectors^ 
by the Indians as well as the settlers ; so that nothing but 
ordinary discretion, on the part of the officers, can be 
requisite for maintaining harmony. So confident am I 
on this point, that if your Excellency will allow a conv* 
pany of soldiers to be sent up, and will entrust the selection 
of the officers and men to Colonel Darling, I will take 
upon myself the entire responsibility, if any such bad 
consequences (as I conceive your Excellency to appre- 
head) should arise on the part of the Indians*. 

With respect to the difficulty, and expense, of con- 
veying the men, I am ready on that point also to relieve 
your Excellency of all the trouble and responsibility. All 
" that I ask is your authority for the Commissary General 
here to issue out of his stores, such articles as may be 


* The Earl of Selkirk was wrong in supposing that the Governor 
of Canada could have adopted, with propriety, any measure within 
his government, upon the responsibility of his Lordship, or of any 
other private individual whatever. The responsibility must of 
course have rested with the person administering tlie-government. 
The circumstance, however, tends to shew how anxious Lord 
Selkirk must have been to protect the colonists from the san- 
guinary attack which, he was so well assured, would take place ; 
and that, if any blame should eventually occur, (in consequence 
of military protection being granted as a measure of precaution) 
that he wished none of that blame should attach to any one but 
himself. 
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** karing it to his Majesty's (foYOmaient at hofoe to decide, 
** whether these articles are to be allowed as for the public 
“ safice or not ; and, in^he event of their not being allowed, 
** 1 will be responsible that these, articles shall be either re* 
** placed, or paid for, as may be desired. 

The only other difficulty, of which I have ever heard a 
** surmise, is, that the officer in command might be placed 
** in embarrassing circumstances, as to the proper line of 
<* his doty, if called upon to support the civil magistrate, 
** in the event of disputes between the different persons who 
claim authority. — I flatter myself that this difficulty will 
soon be obviated by a reference to the opinion of the At- 
torney and Solicitor General of England as to the claims in 
dispute. — In the mean time, I conceive that your Excel* 
lency ought to refer the question to the Attorney-General 
of the Province, and that if his opinion be taken as a guide, 
the officer in command will certainly be exonerated from 
" all responsibility. 

“ In your Excellency’s letter to me of the 15th ultimo, I 
** am informed that, having stated to Lord Bathurst your 
** reasons for refusing to send a military detachment to Red 
" River, you could not take any other step, till you should 
“ receive fltrther instructions. I beg leave, however, to ob* 
** serve, that this determination, having been communicated 
“ to Lord Bathurst previously to my letter of Nov. 11th, 
“ must have been grounded altogether on the information 
" derived from the North-West Company ; for, at that 
“ date, no information at all had been laid before your £z* 
cellency on my part, or that of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
'* pany, of a later date than Februa^j 1815. At that period 
** we could only state grounds of apprehension, as to the 
” intention of our enemies. Since my arrival in this Pro* 
“ vince, 1 have collected most decisive evidence as to the 
“ otmduct actually pursued by them— evidence which must 
** hare been entirely unknown to your Excellency at the 



dttte if commiinication to Lord Bathurst ; aud eiretl 
now you are not in posse»ion of one^tenih part of the hicti 
whieh I can undertake to proye.^In my letter of 11th 
** ultimo I offered to lay the eridiitie before your Excel- 
lency, and your reply gave me to understand, that it was 
too late to be taken into consideration. 

I presume, however, that the instructions given by 
Lord Bathurst in March 1815 , have never been recalled; 
and till they are positively and explicitly recalled, I con- 
‘‘ ceivc that it remains in your Excellency’s discretion, to 
** act upon them if you see fit; and (hat you cannot be , 
precluded from the exercise of that discretion, by any 
determination which you may have expressed, while you 
were under an erroneous impr^sion as to the real slate of 
the facts, or while the circumstances of the case were 
different from those which now exist. The re-establisli- 
meat of the settlement, and the probability of a renewal of 
hostile attacks against it, call loudly for a revisal of your 
determination. The occurrences of last summer prove, 
beyond all possibility of doubt, that the countenance of 
the public force is necessary for the protection of the 
settlers against the lawless violence of their enemies ; and 
the instructions wliich your Excellency received last year 
from Lord Bathurst cannot leave any doubt as to the 
intentions of his Majesty’s Government to afford pro- 
lection, and not to abandon the settlers to their fate, as if 
they were out of the pale of the British Empire. — If, 
however, your Excellency persevere in your intention to 
do nothing, till you receive fartlier instructions, there is a 
** probability, almost amounting to a certainty, that another 
‘‘ season must be lost, before the requisite force can be sent 
up ; — during another year the settlers must remain ex- 
posed to attack, and there is every reason to expect that in 
“ consequence of this delay, many lives may be lost. 

** That this calamity can only be averted by the means 
pointed out in Lord Bathurst’s instructions, and that no 
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reasonable objection li^ against that *hii»8Ui||e, are 
points of Tvhich your Excellency cannot fail to be con- 
“ vinced upon a careful re-examination of the subject, nrhen 
<< you have the whole iVidence before you, and can bestow 
** equal attention on both sides of the question. 

1 have the honour to be, 

“ &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) SELKIRK. 

“ To His Excellency 

** Sir Gordon Drummond, 

“ 4-c. Ifc. tier 

In answer to this letter, his Lordship received the 
following reply from Sir Gordon Drummond : — 

" Castle St. Lewis, 
Quebec, 27</«/4prj7, 1816. 

“ My Lord, 

‘‘ 1 have (o acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the SSrd instant, and regret extremely to find that 
** your Lordship deems it necessary to urge me on a point 
to which I have already so fully and so candidly replied. 

I trust that the communication which 1 made on the 
25th instant, both to your Lordship and to the partners 
“ of the North-West Company, will have the desired effect 
of preventing a repetition of the mutual proceedings and 
outrages which have been made the subject of complaint 
to his Majesty’s Government, and which were so strongly 
** denounced in the dispatch of Earl Bathurst, cited in the 
above communication. 

** I have the honour to be, 

' " &c. &c. &.C. 

(Signed) “ GORDON DRUMMOND, 


« Eqrlqf Selkirk.’* 



The followiag was the letter (of the 25th of April) 
refer^ld to by Sir Gordon Drummond in his above- 
mentioned communication, and the answer to which 
is also subjoined : — 

" Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 
« 25/A 4prt7, 1816. 

“ Mr LonO) 

“ Haying received from my Lord Bathurst a dispatch, 
in which his Lordship acquaints me that many com- 
“ plaints had been made to him of the violent procee^ngs, 
“ a^d mutual outrages, of the servants of the North-West, 
and Hudson’s Bay Companies, in the remote parts of bis 
“ Majesty’s North American dominions, which, if persevered 
“ in, may ultimately lead, not only to the destruction of 
“ the individuals concerned, but of others of his Majesty^s 
subjects ; I am, therefore, in obedience to his Lordship’s 
‘‘ commands, to desire that your Lordship will, without loss 
“ of time, inculcate on these servants and agents of the 
" Hudson’s Bay Company, who may be under yobr control, 
or within your influence, the necessity of abstaining from 
a repetition of those outrages which have been lately so 
“ frequent a cause of complaint; and I am to convey to 
your Lordship the determination of his Majesty’s Govem- 
** ment to punish, with the utmost severity, any person who 
may be found to have caused or instigated proceedings so 
“ fatal to the tranquillity of the possessions in that quarter, 
and so disgraceful to the British name. 

I am to acquaint your Lordship that a similar cora- 
** munication has been made to Mr. M^Gillivray, as one of 
“ the principal partners of the North-West Company. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ See. Sac. &c. 

• (Signed) « GORDON DRUMMOND. 


“ £arl qf Selkirk.’' 



' “Sir, g, 

“ I bafe. lo acknowledge the boooinr of ymt 
“ EacalleDcy’s iel|er of the 25tb, communicatiog Uie receipt 
“ of a (dispatch from Lord Bathurst relative to the com* 
“ plaintad^hicb liave been made to him of violent pro* 
ceedings between the servants of the North-West, and 
Hudson's Bay Companies. 

It gives me very great pleasure to learn that his Ma- 
“ jesty’s Government are at length determined to punuh 
“ the authors oflbese oulniges. — I shall not fail to commu- 
“ nicate your Excellency’s letter, not only to the persons 
“ in my own employment, but also to the servants o^ the 
lladson'3 Bay Company, with whom I have any ebrre- 
** spondence.— At th* same time, I must be permitted to 
“ observe, that the uniform tbnor of my own instructions 
has been exactly conformable to that which Lord Bathurst 
now inculcates; and this has also been the case as to the 
“ instructions given by the directors of the Hudson’s Bay 

“ Company to their servants Of this I can speak of my 

“ own certain knowledge for the last six years, and I have 
“ every reason to believe that the case was the same before 
“ that tinle. — I must also take the liberty of observing, 
that the Hudson’s Bay Company arc possessed of ample 
“ materials to prove that the outrages which Lord Bathurst 
“ speaks of have i^ot been ‘ mutual,’ but all on one side. — 
As, however, the proof of this assertion may require an 
** investigation of some length, I beg leave to point out two 
“ very obvious considerations of probability, of which, 
** Lord Bathurst cannot fail to perceive the force. 

'“In the first place, the establishment of men in the 
service of the Hudson’s Bay^Company, does not amount 
“ to' one-third of the number employed by the North- 
“ West Company.— -Whether is it most probable that a 
system of aggression and violence should .originate with 
“ the weaker party, or with the stronger I 
“ In the second place, your Excellency is aware, that, 



“ fin: inoir« than a year past^ it has b«en th^ anxidtn ^t»h 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company^ that a party of troops 
** should be stationed in these parts, of his I^ajesty’s 
*' dominions for the purpose of preserving the peace. — Is it 
** probable that such an application shonid c#ne from a 
body of men \rho are disposed to encourage their servants 
in acts of violence andoutragc? 

I have the honour to be, 

“ &c. &c. ficc, 

(Signed) ‘ “ SELKIRK.” 

" His Excellency 
“ Sir Gordon Drummond.” 

«' 

After a perusal of the Documents above referred 
to, can there exist a ddubt that the Earl of Selkirk 
made every exertion in his power to warn the Pro- 
vincial Government of the apprehended renewal of 
those outrages which had caused the destruction of 
the Red^ River settlement in the year 1815? — Is it 
not obvious that he not only pointed out the evil, but 
suggested the remedy ? and that, in doing so, he had 
not forgotten to consider the most’ likely means of 
securing, from subsequent blame, those individuals 
who might be appointed personally to assist in pro- 
tecting the colonists, and keeping the peace ? 

From the letters, however, which he received from 
the Provincial Government, it may be collected, that 
the measures of precaution which had been applied for, 
were not only refused, but that a determination had been 
made not to communicate to him the grounds of the 
refusal. The Governor, or person administering the 
government, of Canada, no doubt, bad a right to give, 
'or to withhhold, the reasons of his dissent. — He might 
think it was sufficient that he had communicated them. 



the year befor^^ to bU Majesty’s GoTenument.-^But^ , 
as a candid cominutiicatioii of the grounds of hisfbr- 
rner decision might eTentually have been the means 
of his becoming - better informed ; — and as^ at all 
events, the consiteration of the additional evidence 
which was offered by the Earl of Selkirk, could not 
have made him less master of the subject, — it is diffi- 
cult to guess what just reason can he assigned for 
the refusal. — ^Tfae dispatch from the Secretary of 
State, conveying the determination of his Majesty’s 
Government (as stated in Sir Gordon Drummond’s 
letter of the 25th of April), to punish, with the 
utmost severity, those persons who Were found to 
have caused, or instigated, the proceedings in ques- 
tion, surely required from the Provincial Government, 
an immediate, and a rigid, inquiry. How could the 
persons - be punished until they were known ? and, 
perhaps, the very last person in Canada, whom Sir 
Gordon Drummond ought to have requested to guide 
him in the search, was the individual upon whom, it 
would appear, he chiefly, ifibot exclusively, relied 
for information.— -Whatever might have been the 
private opinion which he entertained of the chief 
agent of the North-West Company, that agent was 
surely not the proper channel through which infor- 
mation ought principally to have been sought for 
upon matters in which the Company itself appeared 
to be so deeply implicated.— Delicacy even towards 
Mr. M'Gillivray himself, ought, certainly, to have 
prevented the question from being put to him. It 
is not' meant, in the slightest degree, to insinuate that* 
Provincial Government, in thus applying to the 



principal agent of that Company, had any donbt 
whatefYer but 'that accurate information \roald be 
hereby obtained. Mr. M^Gillirray was among the 
highest in point of rank within t|e province, and a 
meih'ber of t^ie Council; and, in applying to him. 
Sir Gordon Drummond, without doubt, concluded 
he was directing his inquiries to one who was enabled, 
from his situation, to assist him on the subject. — 
But, if he resolved to consult him, h^’ ought to have 
consulted him along with others, and not to have 
remained satisfied with the answers exclusively given 
by an agent of that body against which such heavy 
charges had been roade> and officially submitted, to 
his Majesty’s Government. 

That Sir (Gordon Drummond did, from the first, 
rest satisfied with such answers as the principal agent 
for the North-West Company chose to communicate, 
can scarcely be doubted by any one who will peruse 
the following letter addressed, by his Excellency’s 
direction, from the adjutant-general at Quebec, to the 
Earl of Selkirk’s agedts at Montreal, previous to his 
Lordship’s arrival in Canada. 


Quebec, 12th July, 1815. 

" Gentlemen, 

“ Referring to my letter to you of the>8th ultimo. 
“ inclosing a copy of a communication proposed to be made 
“ to Mr. M'GilUvray, containing certain queries relative to 
“ the danger with which the settlers on Red River are sup- 
** posed to be threatened from the hostility of the Indians, 
“ instigated by tlie servants of the North-West Company, 
I am directed by Sir Gordon Drummond to acquaint you 
“ that that letter has been answered by Mr. M*Gillivray in 
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such a manner ns would have removed from his Excel* 
lency's mind all traces of any impression unfavourable 
to the honourable character, and liberal principles, of the 
heads of the North-West Company, had any such im- 
pressioii existed. 

On a full consideration, however, of the statements, 
and documents, now before him. Sir Gordon Drummond 
is of opinion, that if the lives and property of Lord 
Selkirk's settlers are, or may hereafter be, endangered, 
** that danger will aiise principally from the conduct of 
“ Mr. Miles Macdonell, his Lordship’s agent, who appears 
to his Excellency to be actuated by any thing but a spirit 
of moderation or conciliation in his language and de« 
meanoiir towards the servants of the North-West Com- 
pany. He has moreover assumed powers which cannot 
possibly, in his Excellency’s opinion, h^ve been vested 
in him, or in any agent, public, or private, of any indivi- 
** dual, or of any chartered body^. — The legality, however, 
or otherwise, of the proclamations issued by Mr. Miles 
Macdonell (copy of two of which are enclosed) will of 
course be deteriuined in a court of law in Great Britain, 
^ to which they have, very properly, been referred by the 
North- W’^est Coiiipanyt. The papers wliich accompanied 
your letter are herewith returned, copies having been 


♦ How far Sir Gordon Drummond^s legal opinion ought to 
have weiglit with respect to the powers, and commission, held by 
Mr. Miles Macdonell, as a governor in one of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Establishments, under the specific provisions of a 
Royal Charter, it is not requisite to inquire. At all events he 
appears to differ from Mr. Justice Holroyd, Sir Samuel Romilly, 
and the other English lawyers, whose names appear in the 
Appendix, [A.] 

t No such reference to any court of law in Great Britain, has 
•^ver Ijecn heard of. 
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" retained for transmission to the Secretary of State, before 
“ whom it has been his Excellency Sir Gordon Druin- 
“ mond’s endeavour, to place the whole case, as fairly and 
" fully as possible. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) I. HARVEY.” 

" hieut.-Col. H^c, tire.” 

“ Messrs. Maitland, Carden, \ 
and AuldjoJ’ j 

If this letter should not be deemed sufficient to 
establish the fact of the Provincial Government having 
been fatally led to rest satisfied with the information 
obtained from those who were connected with the 
parties accused, the perusal of another one from the 
same quarter, (written a few weeks previous to that 
above quoted,) and addressed to the Honourable Mr. 
William M‘’Gillivray, will probably remove any doubt 
which may remain on the subject. This document, 
although it appears to have been of a confidential 
nature, was officially made use of by one of the leading 
Partners and Agents of the North-West Company, 
and transmitted, by him, to his Majesty’s Government, 
in the month of June, 1815. 

“Quebec, June \iih, 1815. 

“ CoNFIDENTIAIi. 

“ My Dear Sir, 

“ Sir Gordon Drummond has received a comma* 
" nication from high authority, desiring him to make in* 
“ quiry into the foundation for a strong degree of alarm 
“ which appears to be entertained by the Earl of Selkirk, 
and the Hudson’s Bay Company, for the safety of theif 

I 
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settlers on Red River, in conseguence of an idea which 
f* had been instilled into their m^nds by persons resident 
in Canada, that the Indian tribes in the neighbourhood 
of that settlement have been instigated to commit the 
horrid and atrocious act of attempting the destruction of 
the whole population of that settlement. 

I must not conceal from you that some of the servants 
of the North-West Company are suspected of being con- 
cerned in this diabolical act. Sir Gordon Drummond 
however feels that he cannot more strongly evince the 
high respect which he entertains for the head of that 
most respectable bod}", and his perfect confidence in 
their candour and liberality of sentiment, than by the 
course which he has not hesitated to adopt of applying 
himself direct to them for tlie information which they 
assuredly possess the best means of affording, and which 
his Excellency is ecjually assured they are top honourable 
and conscientious to withhold. 

** I am commanded therefore to ask you if there exists 
in your opinion any reasonable grounds for believing that 
the atrocity alluded to is in the contemplation of the 
Indians in question, or that the safety of the persons, or 
property, of the settlers on the Red River is endangered 
from the causes above referred to ? 

Whatever may be the answer to this query, I am com- 
'' manded to remind you, that the powerful body of which 
you are the head, far more than the government of these 
provinces, possess the means of influencing the actions 
** of these remote tribes of Indians with whom they alone 
hold an intercourse, whose wants they alone supply, and 
whose conduct they alone ckn control. 

^^The North-West Company, therefore, will be con- 
sidered responsible in the eye of the world, as well as in 
those of hfe Majesty’s Government, lor any such horrid 
catastrophe as 1 have alluded to, whether arising front 
the instigations of iheir subordinate agents, or from the 
\\ influenced malignity of the Indians themselves* 
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Sir Gordon Drnmmond feels assured that bj this 
appeal he has more effectually provided for the safety of' 
“ his Majesty’s subjects inhabiting the shores of Hudson’s 
“ Baj', than it would be in his power to do by any other 
“ measure whatever. 

“ His Excellency being ill-provided with maps or charts 
of that remote part of his Majesty’s dominions, in which 
“ the Red River is situated, has directed me to request that 
“ you will favour him with the loan for a short time of any 
“ good one which may be in your possession*. 

(Signed) J. HARVEY.” 

The Honourable 

“ William M‘Gillivray,” 

Upon these documents it is not necessary to make 
any comment. Sir Gordon Drummond evidently 
thought he was thus adopting a step, whjch would 
enable him to give the information required by tiis 
Majesty’s Government. — That it was bis wish to 
learn the truth, and to avert the danger, is apparent. 
At the same time it is obvious that he was much in 
error ; which has been but too clearly and fatally 
proved, by the lamentable consequences which 
ensued. 

No hope being now entertained of obtaining mili- 
tary protection for the Settlement, — a circumstance 
soon afterwards occurred, which appeared to afford, 
to the Earl of Selkirk, an opportunity not only of 
procuring a body of efficient settlers for the colony, 
buf of materially adding to its strength and security. 


* See the letter, in which the document (above cited) was offi- 
cially transmitted to the Secretary of State, in Appendix, [ D.B.] 



lo . consequence of the peace America^ the regfo 

ntents of De Meuron, Watteville^ and the Glengary 
Fenciblee in Canada, were reduced . The privates, as 
well as the olBcers, were entitled,;^n?!tiieir discharge, 
to have lands assigned them in the Canadas, in which 
case the men (of the two first mentioned regiments) 
were not to be brought home to Europe. Nearly 
two hundred of the Meuron Regiment remained' in 
America, and of these about eighty, together with 
four gentlemen who had been officers in the regiment, 
instead of remaining in Canada, preferred going to 
the Red River settlement with the Earl of Selkirk. 
His Lordship entered into regular written agreements 
with each of these men, in like manner as he had 
done with his other settlers, and labourers at the 
colony. — They were to be paid at a certain rate per 
mohth for navigating the boats up to Red River ; — 
were to have lands assigned to them at the settlement ; 
—and, if they did not chuse to remain there, they were 
to have a free passage back to Montreal ; or, if they 
preferred it, were to be conveyed, at his Lordship’s 
expense, to Europe, by the way of Hudson’s Bay. 
Besides the discharged soldiers of the regiment of 
Meuron, there were about twenty of that of De Wat- 
teville, who engaged on similar terms, A few of the 
Glengary Fencibles, with one of their officers, also 
joined him. When these men were discharged, they 
wereno longer soldiers. They i^tained their clothing, 
as is usual in such cases, and Lord Selkirk furnished 
them with arms, as he had done to his other settlers,— 
a measure which Government itself had more than 
sanctioned in the year 1813, having ordered the 



Board of Ordnance, at that time, to issue some small 
fiejd’pieces, and a considerable number of muskets, 
and ammunition, fof the use of the Red River colony. 
—Much obloqny/^s been throvv’n upon the Earl of 
Selkirk by bis opponents, for having entered into en- 
gagements with these discharged soldiers, but it is 
not easy to discover the grounds of their censure. 
These men bad an undoubted right to enter into such 
agreements with the Earl of Selkirk, and the latter 
had an undoubted right to enter into coptracts with 
them. The Provincial Government was apprised by 
his Lordship of the measure he was adopting, and 
of his views with respect to these people. — With this 
body of men, therefore, as an addition of strength to 
his settlement. Lord Selkirk proceeded towards the 
interior, in confident hopes that he would arrive at 
the Red River before any renewed aggression was 
directed against the colony : — but in this he was 
disappointed. 

When he reached the Falls of St. Mary, between 
Lakes Huron and Superior, a party of his people, which 
had been forwarded from Montreal in light canoes, 
that they might arrive at the Red River with all pos- 
sible dispatch, fell back, and, brought him intelligence 
that the settlement was again destroyed. They stated, 
in addition, that many of the settlers, together with 
Mr. Semple, the Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany’s territories, who happened to be there at the 
time, and also several others in the service of that 
Company, had been killed. Those who brought 
this intelligence had not reached so far as the Red 
River ; for, having been informed, about the cn- 



63 

iratice oCIiake Winnipic, that the colony was broken 
upj and the settlers dispersed^' they had thought it 
^^dless to proceed. — Their account was vague, but, 
at the same time, there was no reason tp doubt that 
the lamentable event, so reported, had actually taken 
place. It was also asserted, that several of the settlers, 
and others, had been brought down from the Red 
River as prisoners, by the North-West Company, 
and were detained in custody at their trading post at 
Fort William. Previous to this intelligence. Lord 
Selkirk had no intention whatever to go to thsit place. 
The route he had fixed on lay quite in a different 
direction, namely by the Fond du Lac (at the upper, 
or West, end of Lake Superior) the River St. Louis,^ 
and the Red Lake, at which place he had sent direc- 
tions that boats and provisions from the colony on 
Red River should meet him, and his new settlers. 
He had even dispatched, from the Falls of St. Mary, 
the boats with his people, to proceed along the South 
shore of Lake Superior, so as to avoid all collision 
with the North-West Company’s establishments, and 
intended to follow tlmm in nis own canoe, when the 
intelligence was communicated to him of the destruc- 
tion of the settlement. — Finding, t^efore,4hat the 
colonists were dispersed, and the settfement destroyed, 
he was, of course, prevented from proceeding in the 
direction he intended ; and he resolved to go to Fort 
William, and demand the release of those who were 
in custody, or ascertaiu the grounds of their de- 
tention. 

The difficulty and distress in which he was placed 
will, perhaps, be best seen in the account which his 



Lordship dispatched (from the Falls of St. Mary^ 
29th July), to Sir John Sherbrooke, who had recently 
been appointed Governor in cliief of the Canadas.— 

'' It is with feelings of the most anxious concern,” 
observes his Lordship, that I have to add the in- 
” formation recently received here of the success 
'' which has this season attended the unprincipled 
machinations of the North-West Company, who 
have again efl’ected the destruction of the settle- 
“ ment on Red River, with the massacre of about 
" tvventy of the settlers and servants of the Hudson's 
" Bay Company. The circumstances attending this 
catastrophe, and those which immediately led to 
f ‘ it, have, as yet, reached me only in a very imperfect 
" manner, and through channels Mhich cannot fully 
” be depended upon. I have no doubt that the North- 
“ West Company are in possession of more accurate 
“ information, but the interest they have to inisrc- 
“ present the facts, must be too evident to require 
" any comment. Of this I am confident, that Mr. 
“ Semple was not a man likely to act in a violent or 
“ illegal manner, so as to give any just ground for 
“ such an attack as appears to have been made. I 
trust that, in th^ course of a few days, I may obtain 
more complete information on this subject, at Fort 
“ William, where are now assembled many persons 
who must have direct knowledge of the facts, and 
on whom I propose, as a magistrate, to call for in- 
“ formation. In the delicate situation in which 1 
” stand as a party interested, I could have wished 
f' that some other magistrate should have undertaken 



the investigation. In this view I have applied to 
** twji) veiy t^pectabl^gehtleiPien in this neiglibouro 
** hood, vrbo are qualified as magistrates fur the 
“ western district of Upper Canada*, and the only 
“ persons so qualified who could be expected to go 
to such a distance. Both of them, however, have 
avocations which render it impossible to comply 
“ with my request *, 1 am theretore reduced to the 

or ofa//oww^3ffsi///s^ 

“ clous crime to pass unpunished. In these circum> 
stances, I cannot doubt that it is my duty to act, 

'* though I am not without apprehension that the law 
“ may be openly resisted by a set of men who have 
" been accustomed to consider force as the only cri» 

" terion of right, 

“ I have the honour to be, 

' " &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) » SELKIRK,” 

To His Excellency 

** Sir John Sherbrooke, 

Lord Selkirk accordingly directed his course to 
Fort William, and entering the River Kaministigoia, 
near the mouth of which Fort William is situated, 
proceeded nearly a mile above it, and made his people 
pitch their tents on the opposite bank.— A number 
of the partners of the North-West Company were 
now assembled at the Fort, W trading post, and, 
among them, Mr. William jbl'Gillivray, their prin- 


* These were Mr. Askin of Druounond’s Island, and, Mr, 
Ermatinger at the Sault St. Marie. 
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cipal agent in Canada. Lord Selkirk ipimediateljr 
sent over to that gentleman^ ^ know by what au' 
thority, and on what grounds^ Mr. Pritchard, Mr. 
Pambrun, Nolin, and others from the Red River, 
were detained in custody. Some of these were 
immediately permitted to join his Lordship, Mr. 
M'Gillivray stating that he did not admit they were 
prisoners ; and adding, that of the others, who had 
been sent for, one was on his way to Montreal as a 
prisoner, and the other as a witness. The persons 
who came over, asserted tliat they had all been 
kept for a time under rigorous confinement. The 
Informations taken of these persons and others, 
with respect to the occurrences at the colony, were 
of such a nature, as to induce his Lordship to 
issue warrants for the apprehension of the North- 
West Company’s partners then at Fort William. — • 
The first he issued was against Mr. M^Gillivray, 
who submitted immediately to the arrest. Two 
other partners, who came over with him, to offer 
themselves as bail, (which was refused) were also 
apprehended, and detained under similar warrants. 
Other warrants were likewise issued to arrest several 
more of the partners, who had remained behind at 
the Fort, and the constables were again sent with 
two boats, the crews of which were armed, for the 
purpose of supporting the peacc-ofliccrs, if neces- 
sary, in the execution of their duty. The resistance, 
which was made to the serving cf these last-men- 
tioned warrants, is a sufficient proof how advisable 
it was- to resort to the precaution which had been 
adopted. When the constables landed, four or five 

K 
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of tbe partners were standing and within the gate 

of the Fort, together with a considerable number 
of Canadians, and Indians, in the North-West Com- 
pany’s employment. The warrants were, in the usual 
form, served upon two of these partners ; but when 
the constable was proceeding to arrest the third, 
be declared that there should be no further sub- 
mission till Mr. M^Gillivray was liberated. An 
attempt was immediately made to shut the gate, 
and prevent the constables from entering. They 
had succeeded in shutting one half of the gate, and 
had almost closed the other by force, when the prin- 
cipal constable called out for the assistance of those 
who were with him. — The party from the two boats, 
about twenty-five in number, immediately rushed 
up, and forced their ^ay into the Fort. A signal, 
as previously agreed upon if required, being made 
by a bugle sounded by one of the party, an additi- 
onal number of persons came quickly over from the 
opposite side of the river, and their appearance (for 
they did not then enter the Fort) probably prevented 
.^loodshed, and further resistance. — The partner, who 
had refused obedience to the warrant, was seized 
and taken to the boats, and the rest submitted 
peaceably to the arrest. At the time this resistance 
to the warrant was attempted, there were above two 
hundred Canadians in the ^employment of the Com- 
pany in, and about, the Fort — together with sixty or 
seventy Iroquois Jfiidians, also in the Company’s ser- 
vice. Another warrant had been issued to search 
for, and secure, the papers of the Company, and of 
the partoers who bad been apprehended. — Seals were 
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put upon these by a gentleman appointed^by the 
Earl of Selkirk, and by one of the principal clerks 
of the North-West Company, and guards were placed 
for security. 

The partners, who were arrested, were taken over 
to Lord Selkirk’s tents, but the day was now too 
far advanced to proceed with all their examinations. 
They pledged their word of honour, that no further 
attempt should be made to obstruct the execution of 
the law, and that all measures of a hostile nature 
should be abandoned. Lord Selkirk, in consequence, 
consented to allow the prisoners to return to their 
apartments in the Fort. It appears, however, that 
sufficient precaution had not been adopted. It was 
discovered next morning that the seals were broken 
from several places, and that many letters and papers 
had been burnt in the kitchen in the course of the 
night ; — that a canoe loaded with arms and ammu- 
nition had been sent off, — that several barrels of 
gunpowder had been secretly conveyed from the 
Fort in the night-time, which were afterwards traced 
to a place of concealment among some brushwood ip 
the neighbourhood ; and about fifty or sixty stand of 
fire arms, to all appearance fresh loaded and primed, 
were found hidden under some hay in a barn or 
loft, adjoining the Fort, 

In consequence of these discoveries, and the sus- 
picions that a surprise might be attempted by the 
Indians and Canadians in the Company’s service, 
the greater part of the latter were sent to the op- 
posite side of the river; and their canoes were 
secured.— >Lord Selkirk and his party came over 



and pitched their tents in front of the Fort, where 
the guards were strengthened.' 

The examinations of the persons apprehended 
having been completed, and their Declarations made 
out and signed by them, warrants of commitment 
were issued,, and the parties sent off to the Attorney- 
General of Upper Canada, and afterwards taken 
to Montreal, in Lower Canada, where they were 
admitted to bail*. 


It is now necessary, in pursuance of the object of 
this narrative, to resume the subject of the Red River 
Settlement, and, in doing so, the reader will be en- 
abled to judge, from the documents which shall be 
produced to him (particularly the depositions taken 
at Fort William, and Montreal) how far the outrages 
directed against the colony, in the summer of 1816, 
ought in justice to be ascribed to the same persons 
who instigated, and effected its destruction in the 
year before. 

It appears necessary to recal the reader's attention 
to that division of the Colonists who, refusing to be 
taken down to Canada in the summer of 1815, had 


♦ The short account above given of the proceedings at Fort 
William, and of the apprehension of several of the partners of the 
North-West Company, is taken from a detailed statement which 
the Fail of Selkirk officially addressed, on the 21st of August 
(about a week after His arrival at Fort William) to Mr. Gore, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada.— With respect to the 
subsequent transactions at that place, see Observations subjoined 
to the Statement, page 157, &c. 
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proceeded, under the friendly escort of the Indians, 
as far as Lake Winnipic, from whence they went to 
the other end of the lake, and established themselves, 
for a short time, at Jack River House, a station 
belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company. They were 
soon afterwards joined by Mr. Colin Robertson, a 
gentleman employed in the service of that Company, 
who told the settlers, that if they chose to go 
back to the settlement, he would take charge of 
them, and carry with him some men, who, he thought^ 
would be of service in assisting them to re-establish 
themselves. They accordingly put themselves under 
his charge, and returned to the Red River, where 
they were, some time after, joined by a considerable 
body of emigrants, (chiefly from the Highlands of 
Scotland,) who had been written to, in the year 
before, by the settlers at Red River, and anxiously 
pressed, and encouraged by them, to emigrate to that 
place. — With this addition, the colonists amounted 
to upwards of two hundred. The greater part of 
them remained for some months, about ninety miles 
up the Red River, at its junction with the River 
Pembina, for the purpose of more easily procuring 
buffaloe-meat during the winter ; — but, early in the 
following spring, they were all placed at tlie original 
station of the colony, where lands w'ere regularly 
assigned to tliem*. 


* When the settlement was broken up, and the houses burned, 
in June 1815, the crops of grain were much destroyed,~but after 
the North-West Company’s servants, and the Half-breeds, had 
dispersed, the crops that remained were taken care of by Mr. John 
M‘Leod, and a few men who had continued at the Red River, 
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It has been already mentioned, that the two 
p^tners of the North-West Company, Mr. Duncan 
Cameron, and Mr. Alexander M'Donell, had re- 
turned, from the annual rendezvous at Fort William, 
in the autumn of 1815, to the stations which they 
had occupied in the preceding winter ; namely, 
Cameron to that at the Forks of the Red River, and 
M'Donell to that upon the River Qui Appelle, also 
within the Hudson’s Bay territories, although several 
hundred miles further in the interior. — Neither of 
these partners expected to find that any of the Red 
River colonists had so soqii attempted to re-establish 
themselves at the settlement. Mr. Cameron, how- 
ever, began again to molest and disturb the set- 
tlers; upon which Mr. Colin Robertson, who had 
taken upon himself the charge of them, seized his 
fort, or trading post, in the month of October, 
and recovered two of the field-pieces, and thirty 
stand of arms, which had been carried off from the 
settlement, the year before. These, it may be recol- 
lected, Cameron had formerly refused to restore, 
holding at defiance the warrant which had been sent 
for the purpose of recovering them*. —In this pro- 
ceeding of Mr. Robertson, fortunately, no blood 
was shed, Cameron was released, upon promise 
to behave peaceably in future, and immediately 
reinstated in possession of liis trading post. — Early 
in the ensuing spring, however, he was again ap- 
prehended, and taken towards the coast of Hudson’s 

—By the middle of (^ctober fifteen hundred bushels of wheat, 
a considerable quantity of other grain> and a large stock of 
potatoes were safely housed^ 

♦ Setf Ndte^ owrt 20. 
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Bay by Mr. Robertson^ under Governor Semple's 
directions^ for the purpose of being sent to England 
to take his trial. But in consequence of the ships 
belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company having 
been detained by the ice all last winter in the Bay, 
and not having yet returned to England, no account 
whatever has been received from Mr, Robert- 
son himself of the grounds of his apprehending 
Cameron, nor of the circumstances attending that 
transaction. It appears evident, however, that 
he had discovered Cameron to be again plotting 
the destruction of the Settlement, and conspiring 
with Mr. Alexander M'Donell for the purpose of 
attacking, and driving away the settlers. — In order 
to ascertain their plans of aggression, Mr. Robertson 
caused some of their letters to be intercepted and 
when the reader peruses a few extracts from some of 
those which were thus obtained, he will probably think 
that there could be very little doubt of the intentions 
of the partners of the North-West Company to renew 
the disgraceful outrages against the colony. 

On the 13th of March, 1816, Mr. Alexander 
M'Donell thus writes from the River Qui Appelle, 
to Mr. Duncan Cameron at the Forks of the Red 
River : — 

“ T received jour kind favour from Riviere la Sourie. I 
“ remark with pleasure the hostile proceedings of our neigh- 
" hours, I say pleasure, because the more they do, the more 
justice we vrill have on our side. A storm is gathering in 
“ the North ready to burst on the rascals who deserve it ; 
“ little do they know their situation. ^ Last year was but a 
“ joke. The new nation under their leaders are coming for- 
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ward to clear their native soil of intruders and assassins. 
~<^Qrious news from Athabasca*.” 

On the same day he also writes to another of the 
North-West Company (J. Doi^ald Cameron) at the 
Sault St. Mary : — 

I am in the Fort of Riviere Qu'Ap|>elle, ISth March, 
dashing about with my sword, and gold epaulets, con- 
ducting, and transacting your business,’’ &c. &c. And 
a little further, Sir William Shaw is collecting all the 
HalAbreeds from the surrounding departments, and has 
ordered his friends in this quarter to prepare to take the 
** field. He has actually taken every Half-breed in the 
country to the Forks of Fort des Prairies : — it is supposed 
when they are collected Jiltogether they will form more 
than one hundred. — God only knows the result.” 

Cuthbert Grant, (a Half-breed clerk of the North- 
West Company, and the principal leader of the Bois- 
Brules) writes on the same day, * and from the same 
place, to Alexander Frazer, also one of the principal 
Half-breeds employed by that Company, as follows : — 

I shall take the liberty of addressing you a few lines to 
‘‘ inform you of our countrymen at Fort des Prairies, and at 
the English River. The Half-breeds at Fort des Prairies, 

* The news alluded to by Mr. M^Doiiell, (and which, it is 
confidently trusted will prove to be unfounded,) w as, that eighteen 
persons in the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who had 
gone to trade in Athabasca, had suffered every degree of misery 
and distress. — One of them alJiie reached Fort Chipewayan : 

the others had perished; and the wretched men who 
♦' survived the longest, had been reduced to the horrid necessity 
of satisfying their hunger by eating the flesh of their deceased 
companions, till at length only one was left to tell the dreadful 
tale.*'— This was the Glorious news from Athabasca See 
Note, page 56, of J Narrative of Oecurrencee in the Indian 
Countries/* &c. 
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I am bappy to infom you that they are all anited and 
stauncb and ready to obey our commands, they hare sent 
“ one of them here to sm how things stood, and to^now 
" whether it was necessary that they should all come, which 
of course I sent word they should all be here about 
the first of May. As for the Half-breeds about English 
** River, Mr. Shaw has gathered the whole of them, as they 
** ^me by water, I do not know what time they will be at 
the Forks. All that I hare to say now is that I bCg of 
you and Bostonois to keep the Half-breeds below united 
“ if possible, as for those here, I am sure of them excepting 
“ Antoine Hoole which I gave a set down this morning and 
“ broke him.” 

Grant writes anbther letter, on the same day, to I. 
Dougald Cameron, at the Sault St. Mary. In this 
he mentions — 

“ The Half-breeds of Fort des Praries and English Rivet 
“ are all to be here in the spring, it is to be hoped we shall 
“ come off with flying colours, and never to see any of them 
“ again in the colonizing way in Red River. In fact the 
Traders shall pack olF with themselves also for having dis- 
“ regarded our orders last spring apeording to our agree- 
“ ments. We are all to remain at the Forks to pass the 
summer, for fear they should play us the same tricks as 
“ last summer of coming back, but they shall receive a warm 
“ reception.” 

From the depositions also it appears evident that 
the greatest exertion was made by Mr. Alexander 
M'Donell to collect the Half-breeds, from every 
quarter, for the purpose of prosecuting measures of 
hostility against the colony*. — Many of these Half- 


* See Appendix, [ V. ] pagexxxiii. and [Y.] 
h 



breeds were collect^ from a Tcrjr dutaat part of tbe 
couatrj: some from Cumberland House^ and also 
IVom the Upper Saskatbbawan, at least seven or eight 
eight hundred miles from the Red River settlement. 
But. notwithstanding the great distance, various re- 
ports had reached the settlers, in the course of the 
winter, of the dangers which threatened them, and 
of the storm gathering in the North.” whiah was 
soon to burst upon their heads; 

In a narrative which was written by Mr. Pritchard, 
one of the prijicipal settlers, (then at the River Pem- 
bina, where he had remained during most of the 
winter, with about one hundred and sixty of the co- 
lonists under his charge.) he says. — 

“ In the course of the winter we were mnch alarmed by 
“ reports that the Half-breeds were assembling in all parts 
** of the North for the purpose of driving us away, and that 
“ they were expected to arrive at the settlement early in the 
“ spring. The nearer the spring approached, the more 
“ prevalent these reports grew, and letters received from dif- 
ferent posts confirmed the same. Our hunters, and those 
“ free Canadians who had supplied us with provisions, were 
“ much terrified with the dread of the punishment they 
“ might receive for the support they had given us. — My 
neighbours, the Half-breeds, began to shew a disposition 
** to violence, and threatened to shoot our hunter Bollenaud’s 
horse, and himself too, if he did not desist from funning 
“ the bufialoe ; at the same iitae they told me, that if I did 
not prevent him from so doing, they would go in a body 
** on horseback, djrive the cattle away, and cause my people 
“ to starve. 

*' In the month of March, Messrs. Fraser aQd*iimse ar- 
rilled at my neighbour’s boose, which gave os great on= 
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** easinesB, as Fraser Tras represented as tfae leader of the 
** Half'breeds^ and that he was a daring, and violent man*. 
** On bis arrival be sent a threatening message to one of my 
hunters, and whenever an opportunity offered, he was very 
assiduous in his endeavours to seduce from us, o.ur servants 
jmd settlers; likei^visc a report was very current, that a 
party of Half-breeds, and Cree Indians, were expected to 
arrive from Fort des Prairies, on the Saskatcbawan River, 
as soon as the melting of the sno# would admit of their 
travelling ; and the language of every free Canadian we 
saw was * Mefiez vous bien pour raiiiour de Dieu; mefiez 
^ vous bien.* At the same time we were informed that the 
Half-breed servants of the North-West Company, who 
were then in the plains, were ordered home to their house. 
This assemblage of those men gave us the most serious 
apprehension for the safety of the settlers, and those ser- 
vants who were employed to bring provisions from the 
plain^o the fort.” 

Governor Semple, who had been visiting several 
of the stations within the Hudson’s Bay territories, 
arrived at the Red River in the spring of 1816f . 
In the month of April, he sent Mr. Pambrun to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s trading post on the River 


* Fraser had received a good education in Canada ; — and was 
once a clerk in the custom house at Quebec ; he was afterwards 
appointed a clerk in the North-West Company. lie makes 
ii conspicuous figure in the subsequent outrages against the 
colony# 

t Mr. Semple had been nominated by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany to be the chief governor over all their factories and terri- 
tories,— and had gone out, in 1815, to lake upon him the import- 
ant charge to which he had been appointed. No person could 
be better fitted for the situation than Mr. Semple. — He was of a 
mild, steady, just, and honourable character* « 





Qui Appelle, who found, at the adjoining post belong- 
ing to the North-West Company, a great number 
of the Brules collected. Mr. Pambrun embarked, 
in the beginning of May, with Mr. George Suther- 
land, (who had the charge of the 'Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany’s trading post on that river,) and twenty-two 
men, in five boats, loaded with a considerable quantity ' 
of furs, and about six hundred bags of pemican*, 
chiefly intended for the support of the colonists, till 
they could reap the crops that were on the ground. 
On the 12th of May, as they were proceeding down 
the river, they were attacked by an armed party of 
nbout fi; ty of the servants of the IJforth-VVest Com- 
pany, (Canadians and Half-breeds,) under the com- 
mand of Cuthbert Grant, Thomas M'Kay, Roderick 
M'Kenzie, and Pangman Bostonois, clerks aui inter- 
preters of that Company, together with Brisbois, one 
of their guides.— -Mr, Panrbrun and the rest of the 
party vv’ere taken prisoners, and carried to Mr. Alex- 
ander M'Donell, who avowed that it was by his order 
that they, and the provisions, and other property, 
were seized. — M' Donell stated, that he had done so 
in retaliation for Mr. C. Robertson having taken the 
North-West Company’s fort at the Forks of the 
Red River, and declared that it was his intention 


* Petnican is a species of dried plovisions, generally prepared 
by the natives, from the buffaloe and deer. The lean parts of 
the meat are first dried by the heat of the fire, then reduced into 
a coarse powder, mixed with melted fat, and crammed into 
bags made of the skins of the buffaloe.— Each bag contains about 
ninety pound weight, and it is reckoned a good carcase, which 
yields a whole bag. 
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to starve tlie colonists^ and tl)e servants of the Hud- 
son’s Baj Companj'^ and make them surrender. The 
party was forcibly detained for five days, and then 
liberated, (under a promise not to bear arms against 
the North-West Oompany,) with the exception of 
Mr. Pambrun, who was kept a prisoner for six weeks. 
Mr. Pambrun had served as lieutenant in the corps 
of Canadian Voltigeurs during the late war with 
America, and, in one of the actions, had received a 
severe wound in his leg. When first detained as a 
prisoner by Mr. Alexander M'Doncll, at his post on 
the River Qui Appelle, his wound broke out afresh, 
and threatened the loss of the limb, but Mr. M'Donell 

-a 

would not let him go back to the settlement for the 
benefit of medical assistance. He said, however, that 
if Mr. Pambrun would write to the surgeon of the 
settlement for medicine, he would send for it ; but, 
after the letter was written, he refused to transmit it. 
—It appears to have been an important object with 
Mr. M'Donell to detain Mr. Pambrun for the pur- 
pose of preventing him from communicating informa- 
tion to Governor Semple, and from assisting, with his 
military experience, in the defence of the colony.— 
As the party afterwards approached the Red River, 
i^ambrun was closely guarded, night and day, by seve- 
ral armed men. 

About the end of May, Mr. Alexander M'Donell 
embarked in his boats with the furs, and bags of pro- 
visions, which he had seized. He was attended by a 
body of the Brules on horseback, who followed him 
along the banks of the river. They soon after- 
wards met a band of the Sautoux Indians with . their 



chief, io whohi i&ade a speech, the purport 

of wfaii^ ^ B^Hsh* mrere sfioiiing the 

]«i<ls OS' Ri^ i^ver, wl^c^ belonged to the Indiun 
Md to the Half-breeds ; that if the Indians would 
not drive them away, the Notdi*West Company 
would ; and if the settlers resisted, that none should 
be spared, and the ground should be drenched With 
their blood. He did not, he said, stand in need of the 
aid of the Indians, but jet he would be glad if some 
of them would join him. — None of these, however, 
would accompany him. 

When the party arrived near the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s trading post at Brandon House, Cutbbert 
Grant was dispatched with twenty-five men, who 
took that post, and pillaged it not only of all the 
British goods, together with the furs, and provi- 
sions, -belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company, but 
also of the private property 'of their servants, which 
was distributed among the Canadians,and Half-breeds, 
under Alexander M'Donell. — After this exploit, 
M'Donell divided his forces, amounting in all to 
about one hundred and twenty men, (including six 
Cree Indians who had been prevailed upon to accom- 
pany them from a great distance,) into separate bri- 
gades, under Cutbbert Grant, lAcerte, Alcxandeilll 
Fraser, and Antoine Hoole — and he nominated Se- 
raphim Lamar, (the Voyageur ^Ensign of the pre- 

*»The £ng/t«4,Vhen mentioned in the Indian and Hudson’s 
Bay territory, always means the servants of the latter Company, 
tnr the settlers, in contradistinction to the Canadians and 
hreeds. 



ceding <»iiiipaigii,) ])i» Of seeoiid ^ ootA'* 

tnand^ «adef lum. When ibtts Mganujed banditti 
arntred at Pcwti^e des PNtiriei^ the j^Iunder yfM 
landed from the canoes, and the six hundred b%s of 
{lemicaD, togethef with their own pcpnsionSj were 
l(Hrn]ed into a sort of rampart or redoubt, flanked by 
twU’ brass swivels, which had formerly belonged to 
Xord Selkirk’s settlements 

On the 18th of June, Cuthbert Grant, Lacerte, 
Fraser, Hoole, and Thomas M^Kay, were sent oflF,. 
with about seventy men, to attack the colony at 
Red Kiver. Their commander-in-chief, Alexander 
M'Donell, in the mean while, prudently remained 
where he was, together with several of his officers, 
and about forty men, cautiously barricaded behind 
his portable redoubt of plundered provisions, and 
protected by artillery which had been stolen. 

On the 20th of June, a messenger returned from 
Cuthbert Grant, who reported that his party had 
killed Governor Semple with five of his officers, and 
sixteen of his people ; upon which M^Donell, Se- 
raphim Lamar, and all the other officers, shouted with 
joy. — M'Donell then went to the rest of the men who 
had remained with him, and announced to them the 
gew% in language (as sworn to by Mr. Pambrun,) 
which we will not attempt to translate, *'‘Sacre nom 
deOieu ! — Bonnes nouvelles. — Viugt-deux Angloia 
de tues ! •” 

It is not improbable that those individuals, who 


* See Appendix, [V.]' 



iiaT^ sbewB iucli eoimitj to the Earl of Selkirk, and 
bis plons, and who bare eagerly circulated the cry of 
** Golonizatioo being at all times unfavourable to the 
••fur trade/* will pronounce the deposition of Mr. 
Pambrun, as well as those of Lavigne, Nolin, and 
others, to be mere fabrications : — that his Lordship 
has been employed in examining persons at Fort Wil- 
liam upon his own affairs ; — and that no reliance ought 
to be placed on affidavits taken before such a magis- 
trate*. — Unfortunately, however, for such persons^ 
and fortunately for the cause of truth, among other 
documents, are produced depositions taken, about the 
same time, at Montreal, fifteen hundred miles from 
Fort William, in which the circumstances are con- 
firmed by persons who escaped from the massacre. 

In addition to the information contained in these 
documents, a statement of the whole transaction was 
drawn up, and signed, by Mr. Pritchard, who was 
present, and whose life was saved, with great diffi- 
culty, by the interference of one of the Canadians of 
the hostile party, with whom he had been previously 
acquainted. — Mr. Pritchard had been long employed 
in the service of the North-West Company, and had 
resided upwards of thirteen years at the Red River. 
On the first establishment of the colony, be preferred 
settling thbre with his family, and cultivating a farm, 
to continuing in the service of the Company, not- 
withstanding lie had received from them strong as- 
surance of promotion. When the colony was broken 


» See Appendix, [V.] [W.} [X.] &c. &c. 




up, in the year 1815, he had been driven from it with 
those of the settlers who subsequently retired to the 
further end of Lake Winnipic ; and he had again 
returned with them to the Red River in the autumi^ 
of the same year. 

It appears that Governor Semple was upon the 
point of returning from the Red River to York Fort 
in Hudson’s Bay, on the concerns of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, when the reports, which had been for 
some time in circulation, of intended hostility against 
the settlement, began to increase from every quarter. 
Measures of precaution were adopted, and a watch 
regularly kept to guard against surprise. — On the 
17th of June, two Crec Indians who had escaped 
from (he party of Canadians and Brulcs under Mr. 
Alexander M’Donell, came to Mr. Semple at Fort 
Douglas, adjoining the settlement*, and told him that 
he would certainly be attacked in two days by the 
Bois-Brules, commanded by Cuthbert Grnnt, Hoole, 
Fraser, Bourrassa, Lacerte, and Thomas M'Kay, all 
in the service of the North-West Company, who 
were determined to take the fort ; and that, if any 
resistance was made, neither man, woman, or child, 
would escape. Two chiefs of the Sautoux Indians, 
hearing also of the intended attack, came and held a 
council with Governor Semple, and told ‘him, in a 
speech, they were come to take their father’s advice, 
“ and wishedto know from him how they were to act ; 
“ that they were certain he would be attacked, and 


* After thtir return from Jack River House, the settlers named 
the Governor’s house, at the settlement. Fort Douglas, 



that, if their father wanted their assistance, they, 
and their young men, would be ready to defend 
hini/*--*^Governor Scrapie answered, by advising 
^em not to interfere;—"" But/^ said he, ""as we 
** are not sure of what may be the will of our Great 
"" Father, I now give you a supply of gunpowder, 
"" that, in case of my destruction, you may have the 
"" means of procuring subsistence, for yourselves and 
""families, during the summer/' Some of the free 
Canadians also offered to join him, but he declined 
their services, saying, that lie did not wish them to 
fight against their countrymen. 

On the afternoon of (he IQth of June,” (says Mr, 
Pritchard in his narrative.) ‘"a man in the watch-house 
called out, that the Half-breeds were coming. The 
governor, some other gentlemen, and myself*, lV)oked 
"‘through spy-glasses, and I distinctly saw some armed 
people on horseback passing along the plains. A man 
then called out, tfiey, (meaning the Half-breeds) are 
making for the settlers; on which tlie governor said, 
"" ‘ We must go out and meet these people; let twenty men 
"‘‘follow me.’ We proceeded by the old road leading 
down the settlement. As we were going along, we met 
many of the settlers running to the fort, crying, " the 
"“Half-breeds — the; Half-breeds/ — When we were ad- 
vanced about three quarters of a mile along the settlement, 
wc saw sonic people on horseback belund a point of woods. 
"" — On our nearer approach, the party seemed more numcr» 
“ rous; on which, the governor irAde a halt, and sent for a 
“ field-piece, which, delaying to arrive, he ordered us to 
“ advance.— We had not proceeded far, before the Half- 
breeds, on horseback, with their faces jminted in the most 
hideous nianncr,and in thedrcsscs of Indian warriors, came 
forward, and surrounded us in the form of a half-mooa<» 
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We then extended ow line, and ^aoired tftote into th4 
'‘'open plain; and as they advanced, we retreated’ a 
steps backwards, and then saw a Canadian, named Boa" 
*< <iher, ride up to us waving his hand, and calling out. 

* What do you want ?’ the governor replied, ‘ What do 
want?’ To which Boucher answered, ‘We want 
“ our fort.’-^The governor said, ‘ Go to your fort.’— They 
“ were, by this time, near each other, and consequenljy 
“ spoke too low for me to hear.—Being at some little dis- 
“ lance to the rigid of tlie governor, I saw him take hold 
“ of Boucher’s gun, and almost immediately a general dis- 
“ charge of fire-arms took place ; but whether it began on 
“our side, or that of the enemy, it was impossible to dis- 
“ tinguish : my attention was then directed towards my 
“ personal defence. In a few minutes, almost all our people 
“ were either killed or wounded. — Captain Rogers, having 
fallen, rose up again and came towards me, when not 
“ seeing one of our party who was not either killed or dis- 
“ abled, 1 called out to him, ‘ For God’s sake give yourself 
« up,’ — He ran towards the enemy for that purpose, myself 
“ following him. He raised up his hands, and, in Lnglish, 
“ and broken French, called out for mercy. A Half-breed, 
“ (son of Colonel William M‘Kay) shot him through the 
“ head, and another cut open his belly with a knife, with 
“ the most horrid imprecations. Fortunately for me, a 
“ Canadian (named Lavigne) joining his entreaties to mine, 
“ saved me (though with the greatest difficulty) from sharing 
“ tiJh fate of my friend at that moment. After this, 1 was 
“ rescued from death, in the most providential manner, no 
‘‘ less than six different times, on my road to, and at, the 
“ Frog Plain, (the head-quarters of those cruel murderers.) 
“ I there saw that Alexander Murray, and his wife, two of 
“ William Bannerman’s children, and Alexander Sullier- 
“ land, settlers, and likewise Anthony M'Donell, a servantj 
“ were prisoners, having been taken before" the action took 
“ pUce. With the exception of myself, no quarter was 
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given to any of ust ^ The knife) aae, or ball) put a period 
to the existence of the wounded ; and on the bodies ofilie 
dead were practised all those horrible barbarities which 
ebameterise the inhuman heart of the savage. The 
amiable and mild Mr. Semple^ lying on his side (his thigh 
having been broken), and supporting bis head opon his 
Uand^ addressed the chief commander of our enemies, by 
^‘ inquiring if he was Mr. Grant; and being answered in 
‘‘ the affirmative, * I am not mortally wounded,* said Mr. 
Semple ; < and, if you conld get me conveyed to the fort^ 

I think I should live.’ — Grant promised be would do so; 
and immediately left him in the care of a Canadian, who 
‘‘ afterwards told, that an Indian of their party came up^ 
and shot Mr. Semple in the breast. — I entreated Grant to 
procure me the watch, or even the seals, of Mr. Semple, 
for the purpose of transmitting them to his friends, but I 
‘‘ did irot succeed. Our force amounted to twenty-eight 
persons^ of whom twenty-one were killed, and one 
wounded, the Governor, Captain Rogers, Mr. James 
‘‘ White, surgeon, Mr. Alexander McLean, settler, Mr. 
Wilkinson, private secretary to the governor, and Lieu- 
tenant Holt, of the Swedish navy, and fifteen servants 
were killed*. Mr. J. P. Bourke, storekeeper, was 
“ wounded, but saved himself by flight.— The enemy, I am 
told, were sixty-two persons, the greater part of whom 
were the contracted servants and clerks of the North- 
West Company —They had one man killed, and one 


♦ Mr. McLean, who was killed on the 19th of June, was the 
principal settler in the colony, am- the same person who had 
refused the large bribe offered him as an inducement to desert 
Jrom the. settlement the year before. — See Appendix, [P.] and 
[S.].— He had been severely wounded in the attack upon the 
colony in the preceding summer. — ^The servants of the settlement, 
who fell on the 19th of June, were seven labourers from Ireland, 
three from the Orkneys, and five from the north of Scotland. 



** wontided.—The chiefs, who headed the partjr of oht 
** enemy, were Messrs. Grants and Fraser, Antoine HooH 
** and Bourrassa ; the two former clerks, and the two latter 
“ interpreters, in the service of the’North-West Company. 
“ -.j-On the field I saw six of the North-West Company’s 
“ Canadian servants ; namely, Boucher, Morin, Des Champs, 
“ Joseph Hesse, Mageau, and Lavi^ne.” 

By the deposition of Michael Heden, who was 
close to Governor Semple during this horrible trans- 
action, (and to whose affidavit particular reference is 
entreated*), it appears that Boucher, the Canadian, 
advanced in front of his party, and, in an insolent 
tone, desired to know what he (Mr. Semple) was 
about. Mr. Semple desired to know what he, and 
his party, wanted. Boucher said, he wanted his fort. 
TThe governor desired him to go to his fort — upon 
which Boucher said to the governor, Why did you 
destroy our fort, you damned rascal ?” Mr. Semple 
then laid hold of the bridle of Boucher’s horse, saying, 
“ Scoundrel, do you tell me so ?" Upon this, 
Boucher jumped from his horse, — and a shot was 
instantly fired by one of Grant’s party of horsemen, 
which killed Mr. Holt, who was standing near 
Governor Semple. — Boucher then ran to his party, 
and another shot was fired, by which Mr. Semple 
was wounded. The Governor immediately ’cried out 
to his men, “ Do what you can to take care of your- 
selves.” But, instead of this, his party appear to 
h^ve crowded about him, to ascertain what injury 
he. had met with > and, while they were thus col- 
lected, the Brules, who had formed a circle round 


* See Appendix, [C. C.] 
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tiietttj fired a general volky among ibatn, % wlficK 
fbe greater part arere killed or wounded, fhose 
n^bo Mere still standing, took off their hats, and 
called for mercj, but in vain. — The horsemen 
galloped forward, and butchered them. 

Heden, iu his affidavit, further states, that he 
onlj observed three 'Indians among this party, and 
he saw none of these fire a shot, though he kept 
his eyes upon them a principal part of the time. — 
In the confusion of such a business, one might be dis- 
posed to doubt, in some degree, the minute accuracy 
of the deponent’s observation ; but it is worthy of 
rema. k, that his deposition corresponds with that of 
Mr. Pambrun, who mentions that there had been six 
Indians with Mr. Alexander M'Doncll, at his camp, 
some days before ; and, it may be recollected, that 
two of these bad deserted from him, and bron&:ht 
information to Mr. Semple, on the 17th of June, of 
Ihp intended attack. — The matter is not of much 
importance, except to shew, that the North-West 
Company bad succeeded in getting a few Indians to 
join them, upon whom the blame might be sub- 
sequently thrown, if ever there should be a question 
of blame on the subject. At the time of the mas- 
sacre, there was an encampment of Indians (Sautoux, 
and Crees) opposite to the settlement, but none of 
them took any share in, the. transaction. On the 
contrary, they lamented deeply what had happened ; 
shewing 'much kindness towards the settlers, — and 
assisting them in bringing away, for interment at 
the fort, some of the dead bodies of thdse whc 
had fallen. 
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immediately after the roassacrcj Mr. Pritchard wa$ 
takw down to Frog Plain, a short way below the 
settlement, and where Cuthbert Grant had fixed his 
head- quarters. — 

W hen I was at the Frog Plain, in their custody,’* 
continues Mr. Pritchard in his narrative, Mr. Grant told 
me, that an attack would, that night, be made upon the 
** fort ; and if our people fired a single shot, a general nias- 
sacre would ensue. * You see,* observed he, ‘ the little 
^ quarter we have shewn you ; and now, if any further 
‘ resistance is made, neither man, woman, or child, shall 
^ be spared.’ — Fraser added in French, ‘ Mr. Robertson 
^ said that we were blachj and he sliall see (hat our hearts 
^ will not belie the colour of our bodies.* — Being fully con- 
vinced of (he inevitable destruction of these poor souls, I 
“ asked Grant, if there were any means by which the lives 
of the poor women, and children could be saved ; I in« 
treated him, in the name of his deceased father, whose 
country women they were, to take pity, and spare them.-— 
^ lie then said, if we would give up all public property, we 
should be allowed to depart in peace, and that he -would 
give us a safe escort until we had passed the North-West 
Company’s track in Lake Winipic, which he said was 
necessary to protect us from two other parties of Half- 
breeds, that were momentarily expected to come up the 
river, one of which he said was commanded by Mr. Wil- 
Ham Shaw, and the other by Simon, son of the Honourable 
William M^Gillivray. — This proposition I .wished to 
carry to Mr. M^Doncll, the chief of the settlement; but 
here a difliculty arose, as Grhnt’s men would not consent 
to my return. — I addressed myself to them, and concluded 
by saying, ^ Mr. Grant, you know me, and I am sure will 
* answer for my return, body for body,’ — to whicif he 
assented. — Several of them told me in a friendly way, to 
take great care how I acted ; that 1 Tyell knew that it was 
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impossible for me tp make my escape) anditbet if 1 fmrfeiicd 
my word, 1 should be tortured <o death iu the most cruel 
manner.-^TIiese people were greatly disappointed in 
not meeting with Mr. Robertson, who, (as they told 
me,) they would have endeavoured to take alive; and 
after flaying him, they would have cut his body into small 
bits, and boiled it afterwards for the dogs. 

On my arrival at the fort, what a scene of distress pre^ 
sented Itself! The widows, children, and relations of tho 
slain, in the horrors of despair, were lamenting the dead, 
and trembling for the safety of (he survivors. 

I must here observe, (hat when I was allowed to leave 
the Frog Plain, it was late at night, and (hat Mr. Grant 
accompanied roc, as my protector, almost to the spot on 
which I had seen iny dearest friends full by the hands of 
the merciless savages. — The shade of night hid from my 
view what the dawn of the following day too clearly ex- 
posed, — their mangled and disfigured bodies. — From what 
I saw, and what I have been told, I do not suppose that 
more than one-fourth of our party were mortally wounded 
when they fell, but were most inhumanly butchered after- 
wards. 

After having made three trips to, and from the Frog 
Plain, Mr. Slieriff M^Donell (who had (hen (he charge of 
the settlement,) and the Half-breed chiefs came to an 
agreement in substance as before related*. — An inventory 


** When Mr. Pritchard arrived at the settlement, he found the 
settlers assembled at the Governor's house, or fort. — Upon his 
stating the proposals, which had bcC;*! sent by him, for their sur- 
render, they declared they would not yield to the conditions 
required. Mr. Sheriff M'Doncll therefore, although he was well 
aware that resistance would be useless, told Mr. Pritchard, that 
he could not consent to give up their post, while the men 
were inclined to defend it— Tlic settlers, however, having had 
time to reflect on the dreadful situation to which the womefi and 
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** of th^ property being .taken, the whole was delivered ’tip 
“ to “Mr. Cttthbert Grant for the use of the North-West 
*‘<5ompany, each sheet of the inventory being signed as 
" follotrs : — 

“ ‘ Received on acconht of the Nhrth-West Company, 
“ ‘ by me, 

‘“CUTHBERT GRANt, 

' Clerk for ike N, Wesc Co, 
^ Acting for the N. We8t^Co7npan;if* 

In two days we were ready to embark, at which time 
Mr. Grant came to us, and said he could not allow us to 
proceed, as Mr. Alexander M‘Donell (the North-West 
Company’s partner) had sent an order for our detention 
until his arrival. This was dreadful news to us. We 
were without arms, standing upon the beach, surrounded 
by the murderers, and in momentary fear of our wives and 
daughters being violated, which it was commonly reported 
would take place. — The day before, at the solicitation of 
the settlers, 1 had been twice claiming the protection of 
Messrs, Grant and Fraser on that head, who told me their 
intentions were only in regard to Heden’s wife ; at the 
same time they promised me either to stop with us them- 
selves, or send sucli men on whom they could dei)end. 
‘‘ I reproached, intreated, atid indeed did all in my power, 
to induce Grant to let us depart ; at last, on Mr. ShcritF 
M^Donell’s observing that he plainly perceived that Mr. 
** Alexander M‘DoneU(the North-West partner) wished to 


children would inevitably be reduced, should ilieir resistance 
}>rove unsuccessful, came next morning, and gave their consent 
to the terms which Cuthbert Grant had proposed. — Both Bourke 
and Heden, however, have sworn, in their affidavits, that the 
private property of the settlers was almost all taken away from 
them by force after the capitulation. 
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defraud Grant of the honour of the day, and take all the 
praise to himself, Grant’s pride uras hurt, and he, in his 
intemperate manner, said, he would keep his word in,spite 
** of M^Donell, and desired us to depart immediately with- 
out waiting for an escort, which he said he would send 
“ after us in a light canoe. — We scrambled into the boats 
and put off . — Previous to the embarkation, I received a 
“ protection from Mr. Grant as follows : — 

This is to certify that Mr. John Pritchard has behaved 
“ himself honourably towards the North-West Company, 

(Signed) CUTHBERT GRANT, 

“ Clerk to the North-West Company.’' 


The settlers, labourers, and others belonging to the 
colony, with their families, (in all nearly two hundred) 
having thus embarked in their boats, for the purpose 
of pursuing their voyage to the coast of Hudson’s Bay, 
proceeded down the river, and, on the second day, 
were met by -a strong party of canoes headed by Mr. 
Norman M'Leod, a leading partner, and a principal 
agent, of the North-West Company, a “ Major des 
Tribus Sauvages, et de| pays conquis*,” and a 
Magistrate for the Indian territory, under the Canada 
Jurisdiction Actf. 

From , a person vested with such authority, the 
persecuted colonists might, not unreasonably, have 
looked, in their distress, for some little aid or com- 
miseration. — Driven from their lands and habitations 


« See note, bottom of page 13. 
t 43rd Geo. III. c. 138. 
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Vrith unheard of barbarity ;-~the bodies of their raas* 
sdcred fethers, husbands^ br, others^ and sons, lying, 
many of them, unburied on the spot where they 
fell*, — it would have been natural for these harrassed 
settlers to have hailed, with some faint glimmering 
of hope, the approach of one, who, to other means of 
power and influence, added the authority of a Magis- 
trate. — Mr. Norman McLeod had also with him 
about ten partners of the powerful commercial body 
to which he belonged, whose authority would have 
strengthened his own, and there were, in the canoes, 
nearly an hundred armed men ready to act in support 
of his orders. From him therefore the colonists 
might naturally have expected “ some of those aids 
and comforts which are derived from civil society 
— the anticipated deprivation of which had raised, in 
this country, such apprehension among the opposers 
of colonization, and had called forth, as we have 
already seen, that portion of the " North-West Com- 
pany’s compassion,” which appears to have been 
consigned to this side of the Atlantic. 

As soon as the settlers approached, in their boats, 
to Mr. Norman M'Leod’s party, the latter set up 
the Indian war-whoop, — and the first interrogatory 


* Bourke and Heden both stale in their afTidavits, that the 
Indians canne and assisted in bringing sonic of the bodies to the 
fort at the settlement, and also aided in burying them. The 
latter (Heden) mentions that they were prevented from bringing 
them all in from fear of the Bruits, and that the bodies “re- 
“ inained on the ground a prey for the wild beasts” — that ground, 
which Alexander M'Donell had vowed, if resistance was made 
by the settlers, should be “ drenched with their blood.” 
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put bjr the ma^igtrate wasj ** whether that raecal 
and scoundrel »Robertson was in the boats In 
the same tgne it was asked, if Gorernor Semple was 
widi them; and, when his fate was told to them, 
Mr. Pritchard was ordered to come ashore, and the 
■whole party "Was disembarked for the purpose of 
having examinations taken by Mr. M'Leod accord- 
ing to the due and regular forms of law. — Instead, 
however, of the usual symbols of Justice, — the sword 
and the balance, — this Magistrate had provided him- 
self with emblems of a more novel, but not less ap- 
propriate, description, — namely, two brass field- 
pieces, which had been stolen from the Earl of Selkirk 
the year before ! — Such are the purposes to which 
the Canada Jurisdiction Act is perverted ; and such 
the persons who, under the fatal provisions of that 
legislative measure, have been, but too often, ap- 
pointed justices of the peace for the Indian territories 
in British North America. 

The settlers and their families having been disem- 
barked, the magistrate commenced his judicial ex- 
aminations by a general search into all the trunks, 
boxes, chests, &c. of the miserable victims whom be 
had got within his grasp. — Bpoks, papers, accounts, 
letters, &c, (including those of Governor Semple, 
and also'some other of his effects which had been 
hitherto saved,) were all taken from them.—'' Dur- 
" ing roy examination,” says Mr. Pritchard, — " Mr. 
" M'Leod sent for all my papers, which were pe- 
" rused by himself and partners. They kept of them 
" what they thought proper, and returned the rest ; 
" Mr. M'Leod saying, that ' those who played at 
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** * bowls^ muft expect to meet with rubber^'— He 
** then ^re me a oubpioeDa from the court of Lower 
Canada, requiring my attendance for the Ist of 
September, in a. cause. The King^ against Spencer. 
'' 1 was then ordered back to a tent, and soon after 
Mr. Sheriff M^Donell was brought ih as a prisoner, 
after which he was bailed to appear the 1st of Sep- 
** tember 1817, at Montreal, if required. — The set- 
" tiers were detained a few days at this place, and as 
“ soon as they were gone, Mr. Bourke, myself, 
Patrick Corcoran, Michael Heden, and D.M'Kay, 
were placed together in a tent, with a guard of 
armed men put over us. — We remained here five 
*'■ or six days, treated with the greatest indignity,” 
&c. &c. &c. 

Mr. Pritchard, it seems, had further been directed 
by Mr. Norman M'Leod, to write, and deliver to 
him, a narrative of what occurred on the I9th of 
June, the day of the massacre . — ‘ You have drawn 
' up a pretty paper !’ said the Justice, ‘ You had 
' better take care yourself, or you will get into a 
* scrape.’ — I replied,” continues Mr. Pritchard, 
** what I have written. Sir, is truth ; I know not 
what information you want. You had better put 
" questions to me, and which I promise I will truly 
answer.” ‘Yes, — yes,’ — washis reply, and ordered 
“ me to send to him D. M'Kay, who returned with 
“ a subpoena against Corcoran for felony. — Corcoran 
“ and Heden were likewise served with subpoenas 
“ against Mr. Bourke for felony. — After these judi- 
“ cial proceedings, a party of Half-breeds caihe into 
“ our prison, and put irons upon the hands of Mr. 
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Bourke, Baying^ that they did that of their own 
** accord as a punhhnient for bis treatment of Mr. 
** Dimcan Cameron.—-! must here observe^ that Mr. 
** M*Leod the magistrate and several of bis partners 
"were then in the fort, and of course must have 

sanctioned this act of the Half-breeds, which was 
** much aggravated by Mr. Bourke’s being so dis- 
«: abled from dressing his wound, which was still in 
" abad state*.” 

Michael Heden was also examined by Mr. Norman 
M'Leod about the late transactions at Red River 
but the Justice, being no belter pleased with the 
answers given by him, than with those of Mr. 
Pritchard, told him “ they were all lies ; — but that 
'' to make him tell the truth, he would have him put 
"in irons at Fort William and his worship was 
probably as good as his word : at least it appears, by 
Heden's affidavit, that shortly after he got to Fort 
William, be was thrown into a most horrid prison, 
and placed in strict confinement. — The grand council 
at that place, it seems, deemed it advisable, that, 
instead of his being any longer forcibly detained as a 
witness for the Crown, he should himself be made the 
subject of a criminal prosecution- — Accordingly, Mr. 
M'Gillivray, who was then on the spot, issued a war- 
rant to commit him.— By Heden’s deposition it would 
appear, that this additional severity was resorted to, 
in consequence of a step which he had taken, with 


* For two days after the massacre, Mr. Bourke could get no 
assistance for his wound; till two Indians came and kindly 
dressed it for him. — ^See Appendix, [B. B.] page lii. 



95 

the view of saving the Earl of . Selkirk from assail 
sioatioD 

A warrant was also issued t>y Mr. M'Leod against 
Mr. Bourke^-r-whOj being first robbed of his clothes, 
watch, and case of mathematical instruments, and 
put in irons, was afterwards carried down to Fort 
William on the top of the luggage in a canoe, without 
any attention being paid to his wound during that 
long journey. — In short, (for it is unnecessary further 
to report these law-cases,) the worthy magistrate for 
the Indian territory closed his sessions by securing 
some of the settlers by noarrants, and some by 
subpeenas : — that is to say, in order to insure the 
subsequent appearance of the witnesses, to give their 
testimony in court before the judge, they were, in 
the mean while, made close prisoners by the justice! 
— The parties who were to be prosecuted, and those 
who were to he evidence for the prosecution, were 
alike deprived of their liberty ; and, in order that 
they might become better acquainted with each 
other, they were all imprisoned together in the same 
place — with a guard set over them, composed of 
those very ruffians by whom their friends had been 
butchered, and from whom they themselves had, 
almost miraculously, escaped at the time of the 
massacre. 

In the whole of these proceedings, there appears 
such a horrible mixture of mock judicial solemnity, 
and real cruelty ; — such a medley of folly, and 


*See Bourke’s and Heden's Depositions.— Ai>pendix, [B, B.] 
page liv. and [C. C.] page lix. 
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atrocity ; — of the semblance of law, and the sub- 
stance of injustice, — as might, indeed, stagger the 
belief of any one who has not had an opportunity 
of )[>erusin^ the documents which have been col- 
lected. 

The rest of the settlers, and their families, were 
permitted to proceed on their dreary voyage, after 
having been thus unnecessarily detained for several 
days, consuming the scanty stock ' of provisions 
they had with them, which, as Heden states in 
his deposition, was not sufficient to last them one 
quarter of their journey to the coast. — No proposals 
were now held out, as in the year before, of free 
conveyance to Canada. — No gratuitous offer of lands 
in the Upper, or Lower Province. — No high wages 
— no flattering encouragement — none of those “ aids 
'' and comforts which were last year to be derived 
from the boasted “compassion of the North-West 
“ Company,” — Insulted, plundered, and robbed ; — 
deprived of the protection of their nearest and dearest 
relations, some by the fury of a merciless banditti; 
and others by the callous, and cold-blooded, perse- 
cution of a magistrate, they set out on their long, 
and dismal journey to Hudson’s Bay*. — Of these 


* To notice individual cases of seveiity amid such a mass of 
injustice, would be an useless task — ^but it may be mentioned, 
that, in consequence of these proceedings of Mr. M'Leod, Mr. 
Pritchard, (without any charge against him whatever, but merely 
by a citation as a witness,) was forcibly separated from his wife; 
though she was then far advanced in a state of pregnancy, and 
who (as be states in his narrative) never expected to sac him 



people^ no certain intelligence has since been received 
in this country ; and those who have the best means 
of forming an opinion upon the subject, look for 
the accounts of what they have since suffered, with 
the most serious apprehennon. 

What has been already stated might well raise a 
stroig suspicion, that, although Mr. Norman M'L^ 
did not reach the Red River soon enough to share in 
the actual destniction of the settlement, he was on 
full, and rapid, march for that purpose. There 
could have been no other object in the numerous 
armed band of partners, clerks, half-breeds, .&c. he 
brought with him. — It was evidently a preconcerted 
plan, that Mr. Alexander M'Donell was to pour 
down, upon the colony, his grand levy of Bois- 
Brules from the North, or upper country, while Mr. 
Norman M'Leod was to advance against the settle- 
ment from another quarter? The latter, indeed, 
does not appear to have supposed that M'Donell bad 
collected so large a force as he had actually assem- 
bled. At least, when the ruffians, after they had 
driven off the settlers, came down the Red River to 
pay their respects to the major des tribus sauvag^, 
et 'des pays conquis,” he graciously told them that 


again. Heden, his fellow-prisoner, against whom also there was 
no accusation whatever, and who was merely cited, in a similar 
manner, as a witness, (See hit tubpana at the end of Appendix, 
[C. C,].) was likewise separated from his wife, who, as admitted 
hy the Brul£ leaders, Grant and Fraser, had been partictdariy 
selected by the banditti as the intended object of their brutal 
vitiation. 
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he had not expected to find to many, and that he 
r^retted he had not brought presents of clothing 
sufficient to reward all of them for their services ; 
assuring them, at the same time, that those who 
did not then receive their remuneration, should have 
it, by the autumn canoes of the Company*. Sotne 
of .those who were eng^ed in the massacre, and also 
in the robberies at Qui Appelle, and Brandon House, 
received their clothing afterwards at Fort William, 
as appears by Mr. Pambrun’s deposition. Pambrun 
also states, that a Council was held at Red River, 
between M'Leod and those Brules, and that he 
received them with open arms, and made them a 
regular speech; at which, however, Pambrun was 
not permitted to be present. But Lavigne, (the 
Canadian to whom Mr. Pritchard owed his life at 
the time of the massacre) was present, and has re- 
ported, in his deposition, Mr. Norman M'Leod’s 
harangue to the baiidittif . 

The circumstance of Mr. M'Leod having thus 
cordially received, and rewarded, those persons who 
were active in the destruction of the colony, instead 
of taking measures to have the whole matter 
thoroughly, and legally investigated, may, of itself. 


* It appears by Blondeau’s evidence, that Mr. M'Leod dis- 
tributed, as rewards to the ruffians of the 19th of June, not 
only what he had brought with him to the Red River, but 
also articles of clothing, &c. which had been seized, after the 
massacre, from Lord Selkirk's stores at the settlement.— This 
was certainly a very cheap mode of paying them for their services. 
See Appendix, [Y.] 
t See Appendix, [ W. ] page xxxvii. 
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be considered as strong presumptive proof of what 
he was himself preparing to execute. There is^ how- 
ever, other evidence of his hostile intentions against 
the settlement. — It appears by Mr. Bourke’s deposi- 
tion, that, when he was on his way to Fort William, 
as a prisoner, he overheard a conversation which 
took place between Mr. Alexander M‘Donell, and 
another partner, who had come up with the expe- 
dition under Mr. M'Leod, in which they mutually 
talked of the different measures by which it had been 
proposed to effect the destruction of the colony. 
From what was then said, it may be inferred, that 
M^Donell’s plan was to starve the settlers, — and 
M'Leod’s to make a forcible attack upon them*. 

In addition to this, Charles Bruce, whom Mr. 
Miles Macdonell took with him, last summer, to the 
Red River, as an interpreter of the Sautopx language, 
has deposed, that they met, on the 24th of June, 
several of theSautoux Indians of the country about 
Lada Pluie, who informed them, that Mr. Norman 
McLeod, in his way up, had assembled the Indians 
of that neighbourhood, and proposed to them to go 
up with him to the Red River, to release Mr. Duncan 
Cameron ; and that if he (Cameron) was not given 
up, they would take him by force, and would give 


* See Appendix, [B. B.] page liv. Alexander M'Donell’s 
intention of starving the colony into submission, is not only con- 
firmed by Bourke’s deposition^ but also by the fact of his having 
robbed the settlers of the six hundred bags of provisions, which 
was intended for their use, and that of the servants of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company.— Sec also Appendix, [V.] page xxxiii. 
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the Indimt, Ibr ibeir trouble, eveij thiog \ifliich 
tn%hi bb iiraii^ ia fort These ladians iur^ 
sittdj.'tliatidbout twenty of theirustioo hediaccordii^j 
joined HH^eod’s party, some in' their own. canoe^ 
aad some in thos^ of the North-West Company. 
This statement was (ienfif^ied by others of the Sau- 
touz natioo.< Another band from the same quarter, 
said, tbit firbr Indians bad .likewise been prevailed 
upon by anot^r partner of the North-West Company, 
two days before, to accompany him to the Red River, 
where Mr. Norman M'Leod, and many of the other 
partners, were then assembling*. 

But, if any doubts should still remain of the views 
of Mr. Norman M'Leod, they will probably be re- 
moved by the perusal of the following letter, addressed 
by him, and several other partners who were then 
stationed, in the service of the North-West Company, 
at their trading post at the Fond do Lac Superior. 

Fort 3rd June, 1816. 

** GBMTI.EMEir, ' * 

“ Our intelligence from the Red River is 
“ very limited ; but what we have heard gives us much un- 
easinen ; and, after various consultations, we have come 
•' to the resolution of forwarding an express to you, to 
request you will, as soon as possible, assemble as many of 
“ the ladSms as you can, by any means, induce to go to the 
“ Red River to meet us there, j We would suggest and 
** require, that Messrs. Morrison and Roussin should head 
** and accompany the Indians. Roe we expect to sec at lac 
la Pluie, and we shall not fail to send him also to assist 


*See Appendix, [A. A.] 
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" Ml. MoniiOD Romm. We lihe bmmi to tiito 
'^albw^toe iM.to Fiitie lodlaas witb i»,t> We 
** »toll> w>d,wilt lbe gpided.aBd prodent ; m shall commit 
** no extravagances, bat we most not saff« oa^dves to be 
" imposed upon ; nor can we submit quietly to tbe wrongs 
heaped upon us by a lawless, unauthcmsed, and inveterate 
'* opponent in trade. 

** You will not hesitate to explain to the Indians the pnr- 
“ pose for which we want them to meet us^ possibly and 
*' most probably, their appearance may sofdce ;> but in any 
“ case they.sfaaR be well and fully recompensed for their 
“ trouble. You who know tlm Indian character so well, 
make use of that experience to collect as many as you can 
‘‘ in a short time, from fifteen ’to twenty, upwards, to one 
“ hundred. 

You will explain to the Chief, that we have king's 
officers and a few soldiers along with us, 'so that there is 
not the least doubt of tbe justice of our cause. We start 
from hence to-morrow in five light canoes ; upwards of 
" fifty men in all ; and 1 think we shall be in Red River 
“ about the l7th of June,, where we shall have to meet, if 
not all that we expect, at least Mr. Morrison and Mr. 
** Rousstn, with a fiew Indians, as an avant garde. 

** Mr. Grant will take the whole weight and tronble of 
“ tbe affairs of the department on himself, no doubt, and 
give Messrs. Morrison and Rbussin all tbe assistance the 
department can afibrd. 

** Since writing the foregoing, Mr. Fairies has determined 
** to go to assist you, and proceed as quickly as,possible to 
Red River. I am convinced you will be roost happy to 
** have his co-operation and aid, which you will find most 
“ useful. — Some articles that you may stand most in need 
of, are also sent. 

Tbe letters written yesterday, if Mr. Parries overtakes 
“ the canoe, he will take. Positively no courier, or letters 
** from tbe Hudson’s Bay Company must be allowed to 
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'* pass ; they must^all be sent to this place. A great deal 
** depends (m your exertions, gentlemen ; and we have great 
confidence in the known tnflnence of Messrs. Morrison 
and Rous$jn over the natives. 

With much esteem, 

W^roain, gentlemen, 

Tour i|bst obe^mt servants, 

(Signed) « A. N. ^LEOD, 

" Agoa N. W. Co. 

« R. HENRY, 

« JOHN 

Me$$r$. Grant, Morriton^c^, 
and Roussin. 

The reader, in perusing this letter*, will, doubtless, 
have remarked how strongly it corroborates the de- 
claration of the Chipewa Chief, (taken befurt; the 
Council of the Indian Department in Canada) in which 
he states the attempts made by the North-West 
Company, and the bribes offered to him, to stir up the 
Indians of the Fond du Lae country, to commit 
hostilities against the Red River S^ettlemeutf . — It 
also completely coufirms Bruce’s deposition, in 
which it is stated that Mr. Norman M'Leod had 
prevailed upon a party of the Lac la Pluie Indians 
to join him and the other partners of the Company, 
in their expedition to the Red River|. — What the 
object of that expedition was, may be easily supposed, 
if, in addition to the other proofs, reference be had 


* This letter has been given in by two of the persons to 
whom it was^ addressed, and is referred to in declarations 
dmwti up, and respectively signed, by them. 

t See Appendix, [U.] } See Appendix, [A. A.} 




lOS 


to the deposition of Sajer, a clerk and interpreter of 
the North-West Company, who was employed at 
Lac la Pluie by MF| M'Leod to confer privately with 
one of the Indian chiefs, in order to ascertain whether 
he and his^warriors woul<|,acconu>any ttiem. Having 
obtained t^e chiefs ass^t to ^ife proj^osal, all the 
Indians about t|§ place were immediately'invited to 
a Council, at which M^r, M'Leod, and some of his 
partners, were present. Liquor and tbbacco having 
been provided/ ai|d placed before the In^ns, SayCr, 
as interpreter, was directed ^ Mr. M'Leod, to make 
a Speech to theni'.V The result was, that the chief, 
with a party of lndians,>joined M'Leod, and pro- 
ceeded with him towards the Red River. — Sayer has 
further deposed “ that the expressions which be was 
instructed to use in the speech, were such as the 
Indians would certainly understand as implying an 
" instruction to go to war against the opponents of 
" the North-West Company*.” 

There is another circumstance, the proof of which 
is most strongly confirmed by the contents of Mr. 
McLeod’s (and his partners) letter above quoted; — 
namely, the anxiety which has been all along shewn 
by the North-West Company, that some of the native 
Indians should be present at the acts of aggression 
against the colony, were it only as spectators. This 
seems to have been a constant object of the Company. 
— " Possibly,” say these partners, — ** and most 
“ probably, their appearance, may sufiice ; — but in 
any case they shall be well and fully recompensed,” 


• See Appendix, [E. E.] 
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Ac. &c. oinble to instigote the uttve In. 

dirao^ iMSlittlfiggim Com- 

{Mi^. fkiii bera 4o get theak^ to he wftttesaek anj 
hoih^ proceedings i—4hiii to senre a double pu^se 
>— to raise alarm in the roind%of the Eurbpran settlers, 
and to furnish «n opportumty of ascribii^ whatever 
mischief might Occur, to the allied hostility of* the 
Indians. . 

*As an additional proof of this, it is worth while to 
notice the manner in which the intelligrace of the 
death of Governor Sensple and his party was first 
transmitted to this country. 

The earliest accounts which arrired of that event, 
were conveyed in two letters from the agents of the 
North-West dompany inCanadi^to their correspond- 
ing agents in London. The.*^6ne was dated frOm 
Montreal, the 17th of August, — the other was from 
Mr. ^illiam M'Gillivray, dated Fort William, the 
17th of July l|ft. — To those^who considered, with 
any d^ree of attention, the purport of these accounts, 
(and to which a very free, and a very premature, 
circulation, was given a|jyie time) it appeared that, 
although the melancholy, ^ent could scarcely be dis> 
believed, the stoiy itself bore, in many respects, a 
dubious appearance. — For a time it produced, how- 
ever, the. effect expected from it, and fg^ished 'the 
means of sfiileading calumny, ^and misrlffteseotation 
against the Earl of Selkirk, and his plans of colo- 
nization. 

lie letter from the agents at Montreal, stated, 
mnoi^ othi^ things, that Lord Selkirk's colony on 
'^the Red River has again b^n broken U{b owing 
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'' to tbo,.jntd and infiituated violeiice of C^vomor 
** Oeoiple aad his people, >fbo fired upon a party of 
Indians conveying provisions to meet the North* 
West Company’s canons from the interior.~The 
Indians returned the fire, and rushing in upon 
Semple’s party, put the whole, including himself, 
(about twenty in all) to death, excepting one man, 
“ who escaped wounded, in an ammunition cart. — 
The Indians immediately after, ordered away all 
the settlers, with an injunction never to return, at 
the peril of their lives. They offered them no 
“ personal violence, and permitted them to carry 
** away their private effects, but retained the Gover- 
** oor’s and Hudson’s Bay Company’s property, which 
** the Indians divided,” &c. &c. &c. — And the letter 
concluded with the old story of the compassion of 
the North-West Company : — ‘‘ We lament the loss 
of life by such mad projects, which must open the 
‘'eyes of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and compel 
“ the interference of Government.” 

In this short extract, the reader has probably 
remarked, that the Indians are distinctly repeated no 
less than four times, as being the persons exclusively 
engaged iU this act of hostility, or rather (as the 
writers would have it) of self-defence. It was evi- 
dently a main object of this story, that what had 
occurred should be ascribed, in this country , to Indian 
hostility j — but the tale was very ill told. No one 
who knew any thing of the state of that feountiy, or 
of the friendly conduct which tlie native tribes of 
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settlers, gave credit to the report of v^arfare having 
been carried on between them. At all events, it ap- 
peared a very unaccountable part of the story, that 
the savages, after being thus wantonly fired upon, 
should, on gaining the victory, immediately throw 
aside the '' indiscriminating hatchet,” — and, in place 
of scalping man, woman, and child, — sit coolly down, 
like prize agents, — draw up inventories of the cap- 
tured property, — lay aside one portion, as being public 
stores, for the use of the captors, and generously give 
up another, as private ett’ects, to the vanquished ! 
Those also who had known Governor Semple, were 
confident that he was not a man to have acted, towards 
the unoffending Indians, with that “ mad and infa- 
“ tuated violence,” thus ascribed to him -a charge, 
which, in the absence of all evidence, and Mr Semple 
no long<‘r alive to answer it, ought not to have been 
so wantonly, unjustly, and ungenerously, levelled 
against him. An unfortunate infatuation may, in- 
deed, with some apparent justice,* be ascribed to 
him, during these last acts of his life ; — but, it was 
the infatuation of a brave and generous mind. — 
Too confident in his belief that the justice of his 
cause, and the bravery of his associates, would be 
more than sufficient to overawe the hired, banditti as- 
sembled to oppose liim, he liai declined the proffered 
aid of those fiee Canadians, who had become at- 
tached to the settlement, as well as of the native 
Indians, vybo had voluntarily offered to come forward 
and assist him*. 


* See Page 82. 
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The other letter, -which also brought intelljigence 
of these occurrences to this country, was penned at 
Fort William by Mr. William M'Gillivray . — His 
story was better put together than that composed by 
the Company’s agents, then at Montreal, — and no 
wonder, —for he had with him, at the time, one of 
his partners, who had just returned from the Red 
River, and who, knowing the facts of the case, 
could easily assist him in mixing up such a com- 
position of what had occurred, with what had not 
occurred, as might answer the purpose, if not of 
misleading his Majesty’s Govornment (to whom the 
letter was submitted on the part of the North- 
West Company) at least of bringing odium upon 
Lord Selkirk, and his plans. The detail of Mr. 
M'Gillivray’s account, it would be su[>crfluous to 
enter upon. The substance is comprised in that 
part of tlie deposition of IMr. Bourke, in which 
he swears to a conversation he overheard between 
two of the partners of the North-West Company, 
wherein one of them, Alexander M'Douell, stated, 
that, although the sendin^'<lown the half-breeds was 
certainly carrying things to an extremity — “ it might 
“ be said, that Governor Semple, and those with him, 
** had gone "Out to attack them, (the Half-breeds) 
“ and met their fate*.” This shrewd suggestion of 
that able partisan, M'Douell, contains the ground- 
work of every thing detailed in Mr. M'Gillivray’s 
letter, which finished with a climax not unworthy of 
one of those Heads of the North- We*£ Company, 
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" whose honourable character, and liberal prinei{des’' 
we have seen so highly rated in the year 1815, by 
the Provincial Government of Canada — namely, that 
he (M'Gillivray) thought it very fortunate that none 
of the people hdonging to the North-West Company 
■were ■within a hundred miles of the spot, at the 
time, otherwise the blame ■would have .been thrown 
upon them as usual ! 

This restless anxiety to make the North-West Com- 
pany appear innocent, bef()re there was any accusation 
of guilt, raised a strong, and (as it has since proved) 
a well-founded, suspicion, that Ihe persons, of whom 
Mr. M'Gillivray asserted none to have been within 
a hundred miles of the scene of aggression, were in 
fact not only then upon the spot, but were them- 
selves the actual aggressors. 

The anxiety indeed which the |rrincipai Agent of 
the Company in Canada felt on the subject, cannot 
be better displayed than in his own words, by which 
it will appear that he anticipated, with no small 
degree of alarm, the attempts w hich might be made 
to discover the truth, and to expose it. 

Upon the 18th of July, the day after he wrote that 
letter from Fort William, which was laid by his 
partners befpre His Majesty’s Secretary of State, he 
addressed another, from the sthic place, to a gentle- 
man- then at the 8auit St. Mary, and evidently with 
the similar view of impressing upon the mind of his 
correspondent, and of those to whom he wished his 
account to be communicated, that the North-West 
Company were entirely free from any blame with 
regard to the occurrences at Red River. — 
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“ The madness/’ says Mr.M'Gillivray, at the concinsion of 
his letter*, * ‘ for it cannot well be considered in any other light, 
** that could have induced Mr. Semple to attack a party of 
“ armed men, who were passing quietly by his fort, and 
“ studiously avoiding him, is unaccountable, but so it is, and 
“ he has dearly paid for his temerity. The fact is, that the 
“ system adopted in the Red River by the Earl of Selkirk’s 
people from Governor M‘DoneU downwards, is purely 
“ American, which, you know, is any thing but conciliatory, 
“ and the high language held of right of soil, charters, See. 
“ &c. sounds harsh in tlic ears of the natives, who consider, 
“ and most justly too, that they are the proprietors of the 
“ soil. It appears that the Brules, including a few Indians, 
“ amounted to the nuitiber of thirty. It does not appear 
“ that they gave their opponents time to make at all use of 
“ the field-piece, for I cannot learn that it was fired. The 
“ man that had the charge of it, on being wounded, ran off 
“ in the cart. 1 am the more particular in stating all the 
“ facts that have come to my knowledge (and I believe they 
“ arc the occurrences that really happened) as the story will 
“ be told in a thonsand ways,~-that TVlr. M‘Leod, and Mr. 
“ A., and Mr. B. of the North-West Company, with Brules, 
“ and Indians, force and arms, destroyed the Colony, man, 
“woman, aiid child, sparing only a miserable remnant to 
“ carry the news to York Factory. I am used to this sort 
“ of cant, tliereforc would not be surprised to hear that the 
“ story is told in this manner. 1 shall make no comments, 
“ but conclude. 

(Signed) “ Wm. M‘GILLIVRAY.” 


* In this letter the vrriter also stated, — “ There were none of 
“ our people within hundreds of miles of the place at the time 
" the affair happened, which is a most fortunate circumstance, 
" for, no doubt, as usual we should have the credit of it.” 
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Although the writer of this letter chooses to 

make no comments,” it is not unlikely that the 
reader will, —and that, of the thousand ways” in 
which it was apprehended the story might be told, he 
will probably select only one, and that the very one 
which the writer appears so afraid of, namely, that 
Mr. Norman M'Leod, and Mr. A. and Mr. B. of the 
North-West Company, with Brides (hidians can 
scarce!} be said to bo numbered in their muster-roll) 
r/iVZ destroy the colony with force and arms, — and if 
they did not exterminate man, woman, and child, it 
was not because Mr. A. and Mr. B. &c. &c. were 
not very well inclined so to do, •but because Mr. 
Cuthbert Grant, their llalf-brecd clefk, the day after 
the massacre, at the intercession of Mr. Pritchard, 
fortunately saved them from the fate with which they 
were threatened. 

It appears unnecessary to continue the subject auy 
further, — unless it be to request the reader’s attentive 
perusal of the depositions and other documents sub- 
joined in the Appendix, and referred to throughout 
this Statement. — These form but a small portion of 
the evidence which has been received as connected 
with the subject ; — but enough has been brought for- 
ward, to refute calumny, and to correct misrepre- 
sentation,— enough to satisfy every impartial reader, 
that what is asserted in a former part of this State- 
ment, is but too well-founded, namely — that, from 
the first knowledge of an intention to form a colony 
upon the Red River, the North-West Company 



deteimined to prevent it ;--<tbatj in pursuance of 
this determination, they adopted, both in this coun- 
try, and abroad, such measures as appeared to 
them best calculated to carry their resolution into 
effect ; — that, in doing so, they did not scruple as to 
the means which were to be employed ; — that their 
hostile operations increased in proportion as the pro- 
bable success of the settlement became more apparent; 
— and that, at length, they proceeded to those unjus- 
tifiable measures which have terminated in the mas- 
sacre of their fellow-subjects. 

The transactions which have been pointed out are 
of a character not likely to be met with in any other 
part of the British Empire, and evidently call for a 
rigid, and speedy inquiry. In aid of such inquiry let 
those cordially join, who, although commercially 
connected with that powerful body, the North-West 
Company of Montreal, must have been kept in total 
ignorance of the proceedings which have thus ended 
in savage murders . — “ That these murders," says 
Mr. Pritchard, in concluding his narrative, — and, 
after a residence of thirteen years at the Red River, 
he is no mean authority , — ” that these murders 
" of my friends and fellow settlers might have been 
'' prevented, if the partners of the North-West 
'' Company had been, in general, so disposed, is a 
" point upon which no doubt can exist in the 
“ mind of any man vvlio is acquainted with the 
“ state of the country. — It is a fact, which I can 
safely assert in the pre.sencB of Almighty God, 
" and in the face of the world.” — To put an end to 
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means should bo n^lecied, nor any exertion spared. 
— Byery mefuuro wbieb the La^ c^n sanction, or 
the JSxecutjve power can enforce, should ‘be strenu- 
ously adopted, to bring to a close that iron age of 
oppression^ which has so long pi^ailed in the 
interior of British* North America, and to put a 
final stop to those proceedings which his Majesty’s 
Government had marked as b<;iiig “ so tktal to the 
" traiiq’iiility of our possessions in that quarter, and 
** so disgraceful to the British uame.” 


[OBSERVATIONS. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

OPOH 

A NARRAtfVE OF OCCURRENCES, IN THE INDIAN 
COUNTRIES OF NORTH ANiERlCA,” to. 


The Reader has already been informed^ in the 
Advertisement prefixed to the foregoing Statement, 
that shortly after the account of the transactions 
contained in it bad been printed and circulated, 
chiefly among Lord Selkirk's personal friends and 
acquaintance, a Work avowedly sanctioned by the 
Agents of the North-West Company was published, 
under the title of A Narrative of Occurrences 
** in the Indian Countries of North America, 
*' since the Connexion of the Right Honourable' 
** the Earl of Selkirk with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, and his Attempt to establish a Co- 
lony on the Red River; with a detailed Account 
*' of his Lordship’s Mifitary Expedition to, and 
subsequent Proceedings at Fort William in Upper 
" Canada/’ To that publieationa Postscript is sub- 
joined, in which some observations are inade upon 
the printed Statement, in consequence of which, but 
chiefly on account of the assertions appearing through- 
out tiie whole ol the “ Narrative," it has been thought 
fit to reprint the Statement itself, with some addi- 
tional matter, and to lay it before the Public. — ^The 
North-West Company having submitted to that 
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it is b^tjpt Uutt the Public should be also furnished 
Mritb tW^otber/ide of % ope.; i^i|ddyition to which 
the reader’s attention is requested to the following 
Observations^ which the perusal of the “ Narrative” 
and ‘'Postscript” has naturally occasioned. 

By the Preface to the “ Narrative,” &c. it would 
seem that in consequence of the publication last year 
of Lord Selkirk’s “ Sketch of the British Fur Trade 
“■ in North America, TCith Observatums relative to 
“ the North- West Company of Montreal” a reply 
to that Work had been intended on the part of the 
Company ; but, upon further consideration, it ap* 
pears to have been deemed more advisable to change 
the plan, atid, instead of attempting to refute the 
charges contained in the " Sketch ” itself, the more 
easy task was preferred of directing a personal attack 
itpon its Author. — " The object in the following 
“ pages,” as stated in their Preface, “ is not to 
“ refute the charges and calumnies of Lord Selkirk 
“ against the North-West Company in general, but 
“ to exhibit a faithful narrative of the occurreDces 
" which had taken place since the Earl of Selkirk 
was first brought into their neighbourhood by his 
“ political or commercial speculations. ”~r As there- 
fore the North-West Company have not thought fit 
to refute what is contained in^the " Sketch of the 
“ Fur Trade,” it is not unreasonable to cooeludo 
that they were unable to refute it and with re^neet 
to. the “ faithful Narrative of Occurrenees,” which 
theg^bave substituted in tlie room of any attempt to 
e^ct such refutation, it will not be a matter of much 
difil^Uy to satial^ the impartial reader tba|< ilhciv 
Work is far from desenr'Ttv* 
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It li itlteSj iff ilt^ir Pr^iuie^ tiiat the Ag^iitji>'Qls 
** Representaii^ef^JI^Ihe North-West Company have: 

heen furnished their Constituents^ with the most 
'' an^ple materials for their defence^" and that the 
doeoments pmviug the authenticity of the facts and 
OCCUrrraces detailed in their Narrative, are thrown 
into the Appendix annexed to that publication. 
To that Appendix,” say they, the reader’s at-* 
tention is earnestly entreated ; and it will be found 
to contain positive proof of almost every fact as- 
serted in the text.” — To that Appendix, the atten- 
tion of the reader of these Observations is also ear- 
nestly requested ; and, as the Representatives of the 
North-West Company place such reliance upon the 
(locuments which their Appendix contains, as afford-- 
ing positive proof of the facts they have thought fit 
to assert, it seems advisable, previous to making some 
general remarks upon the Narrative itself, to examine 
the materials upon which it is thus stated to be 
grounded. — Before we notice the superstructure, it 
will be proper to inspect the foundation. 

These materials are comprised in twenty-nine dif- 
ferent documents ; which, as far as it may seem at 
all requisite to advert to them, shall be noticed in 
the order in which they appear numbered, in their 
Appendix. 

No. 1. 

Protest of Proprietors of the Hudson's Baff 
** Company, against the Grant to Lord Selkirk.'* 
This document was adverted to in the preceding 



the of that bostilitj whieh bfterwards 

so Wrongly marked the conduct of the North-West 
Company Aeith* respect to the Settlement upon the 
R(^ River. — Nothing ^rhich was therein stated on 
^ subject of that IVotest, is controverted in ^ 
publication alluded to. Indeed, in the Postscript to 
the Narrative, it is now admitted that those persons 
eoncerned for the North-West Company, who signed 
the Protest, procured the Stock for ^ purpose of 
defeating the Grant to the Earl of Selkirk, or (as the 
Company’s Representatives express it) the dmigns 
*' then meditated against their Trade.” 

** The Protest, however,” they add, ** at a Pro- 
test of Hudson’s Bay Proprietors, must stand on 
*' its own merits*.” Be it so. But whether it be a 
good protest, or a bad protest, it can surely afford 
neither excuse for, nor extenuation of the aggressions 
against the Red River Colony. — At all events those 
of the Company’s Representatives who subscribed 
their names to that document, have contradicted, 
in their Narrative, what they asserted in their 
Protest, ** To the North-West Company,” they ob- 
serve in ^etr Narrative, ** this establishment,” (the 
Red River Colony) was peculiarly objectionable ; 
** they denied the right of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, or Lord Selkirk, to an^ part of the territoiy 
** ceded to him/ of which their predecessors and 
"themselves had been in occupancy for at least a 
" century. f” In their " Protest,” however; they 


* Postscript to Narrative, page 132. 

f •Narrative, page 9, 
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fully admit eveiy part of the territory in qumtion to 
beloajg to tbe Hudson’s Bay Company ; objecting, 
indeed, to the e^Uehtti the grant proposed to be made 
of it, or, in their own words, to so large a grant of 
*' that part of the territory which is most valuable, 
** — fit for cultivation, — and constitutes no inconsi- 
** derable portion of the Company’s Capital Stock.” 
In another part they ^object to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company sell^g so large and valuable a portion 
of their territory and again, they protest against 
the measure, because, upon a fair and impartial 
" estimation of the future value, and importance of 
'f the lands proposed to be granted, and the limited 
"'and unproductive consideration to be given by the 
" said Earl, your Memorialists cannot perceive for 
" the said Grant, any other motive than to secure 
" to the posterity of the said Earl, at the expense of 
" the Stockholders of the said Company, an im- 
" roensely valuable landed Estate.” — It thus appears 
evident that the Representatives of the North* West 
Company, or their Constituents, or both, admit, or 
denj/, that the lands in question belong to the Hud* 
ton’s Bay Company, just as the admission or denial 
may chance best to suit their purpose ; and if, as far 
as the argument with respect to. the Right of Soil is 
concerned, their " Protest ” is to stand upon its 
own merits, their " Narrative,” (as much, at least, 
as relates to the same topic) mus^ of course, fall to 
the ground*. 


* In the Postscript to their Narrative, (page 132,) the Repre* 

, (V M ,'A - t* •' 
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**rJ[4ni^SeticirV9 Adfo&rtisement'pAB FtoSpetMs* of, 
the New Colony.** ‘ ; ; t 

Hiis document was neither advertised, nor pub^ 
Kshed, nor, in any shape, publicly circulated. It 
formed part of a sketch of which the Earl of Selkirk 
had a few copies printed for his own convenience, 
apd for private circulation among a very limited nuin> 
her of his friends, whom he wished to consult about 
the measuies be was then entering into, as connected, 
with his plans of colonization. — But even if the 
Prospectus, unfinished, and incomplete as it was, 
had been advertised and publicly circulated, which 
it was not, it may fairly stand, (in the language 
of the " Narrative,”) upon its own merits. — But the 
Representatives of the North-West Company, in 
remarking upon its contents, have no right to alter 
or misstate thenj, This, however, they do even 
with respect to the very first sentence of the docu- 
ment, as printed by themselves. — That document 
states the soil and climate (with reference to the site 

(the Protest) “ was signed by every person present at dm 
meeting concept Lord Selkirk, and the members of the Direc- 
“ tion.” — This is not the fact. Their Protest was not signed by 
every person present at the meeting, except Lord Selkirk and 
tbe members of the Direction. — Tbire were more proprietor* 
present (exclusive of Lord Selkirk and the Directors) who diA 
not sign the protest, than those who did. 

With similar accuracy have they subjoined a Note to the Pro- 
test, as printed in their Appendix, in which they also state that 
(of the Proprietors present) “ John Fish was authorised to vote 
" for John Hamborough, and did so.*’— John Fi^ neither voted 
foe himsei^nor foe John Hanthorougb. 
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to \k " \Tifei\6t to TLOftfe W 
" Ansierica/’J^Thii is iiftrtcsiiately tra^lated into the ‘ 
Narrative (page I5,]rand Lord 'SeTkirk stated to have 
I'epresented the climate and soil as^ being superior 
** to any in British North America.” — With respect 
to the climAte, those who represent the North-West 
Company admit (page 6) that " it is undoubtedly 
healthy,”' and it does not q.ppear that they elsewhere 
contradict themselves. It is otherwise with regard 
to the soil. — In their Protest it has already been shewn 
that, in treating of the grant, they describe it as 
forming a part of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s ter- 
ritory which is most valuable, — fit for cultiva-> 
tion,” &c. &c. — But ill their Narrative (page 7) 
they state the country in the neighbourhood of the 
Red River Settlement as consisting of extensive plains^ 
where ” the soil, excepting partially on the banks of 
the rivers, is light and unproductive.” 

The following letter from Mr. Pritchard, (a gen- 
tleman whose name has frequently been noticed in the 
Statement,) written some years ago, will probably be 
deemed a better authority on this subject than the 
Narrative, 

" Montkeal, 4/A October^ 1814. 

“Sin, 

lx answer to your queries, Concerning the climato 
and natural productions of Red River, I have the honour 
“ to present you with the following Statement : 

“ 1 have resided tliirtecn years on Red River, and have 
“ always been in the habit of cultivating its soil ; and from 
experience can take upon myself to say, that the climato 
“ is inii(<h same as in Upper Canada.; that is, the winten 

" are o f * 
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“ Last cummer I had water melons sown in the open 
ground on the 4th of June, which were ripe early in Sep< 
**tember; the largest weighing Idibs. The musk melons 
** and cucumbers were as large, and as well flaronred, as 1 
** ever m^ with at a fruit«shop in London. Turnips sown 
** the 25th of Jnne, were fit for the table abo^t the middle 
** of August. In October one of them wished 14|lbc. 
** One bushel of potatoes will produce from forty to fifty 
** bnshela. c*; 

** Wheat, barley, and ry# i hare only seen in small quan^ 
** titles : but 1 am of opinion, that no country will produce 
** a more abundant crop, or with so little trouble, as on Red 
** River. 

** The natural produce of the soil, is wild flax, wild rice, 
** cherries, pears, raspberries, strawberries, grapes, bush 
** cranberries, currants, plumtr^; crab apples, and diflferent 
roots, which the Indians prepare as food. The plains 
** likewise abound with medicinal kerbs and roots. Salt 
** springs are very common ; and the sugar maple^is to be 
found in every point. 

** 1 need not mention the immense herds of buffaloe that 
graze on the plains, or the number of elk and moose deer 
** that inhabit the woods. 

A line, with sixty hooks, set across any part of the river, 
** will give you from sixty to a hundred catfish per day, 
** each we^hing from 9 to 251bs. besides sturgeon, and 
** many other fish peculiar to North America, may be taken 
in great abundance with nets. In the fall and spring, 
** wild fowl of almost all descriptions are very common. 
** The general price of a buffaloe, as large as an English ox, 
** is from twenty to thirty rounds of ammunition, or from 
“ three-fourths to one pound of tobacco. 

But the real value of the country, is the fertility of its 
** soil, and the facility that Nature oilers to the industrions of 
** obtaining the reward of hb labour. Here a luxuriant 
soil only asks the labour of the ploughman ; not a root or 
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« stump requires to be taken ap. The Ui^S gieallSSdf 
“ cleared. , The plains present you a pasturage of 
. many hundred mil^Jn extent ; and your horses and costs, 
except those required to be milked, may be left out all 
urinter. In truth, I know of no country t|||it offers so 
“ many advantages: an exceeding wholesomd.'clunate, a., 
fertile soijl^h, flesh, and fowls in abundance ; and sugar 
and salt for the trouble of making them. In fact, all (he 
“ necessaries and all the lipprl(^ that are useful to mankind, 

“ are to be found there. Sotnely only is wanting. 

I trust, my good Sir, you will pardon the cursory man* 
ner in which this is written. Being on the eve of my 
“ departure, J hope will plead an excuse ; and believe me, 

“ though hastily written, the foregoing statements are strictly 
“ correct. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ Sib, 

“ Your most obedient humble Servant, 

“ JOHN PRITCHARD.” 

“ COLIN ROBERTSON, Esg.” 

No. 3. 

‘‘ Admeasurement of the Distance and Stations 
between York Factory and Lord Selkirk’s 
'' Colony ; by David Thompson, Geographer to 
the North- West Company.” 

This document merits very little notice.^wlt would 
appear however, that, with respect to the contents 
of it, the Representatives contradict even their own 
Geographer. — He states the distance from York 
Factory, at Port Nelson in Hudson’s Bay, to the 
Forks of Red River, (the situation of Lord Selkirk's 
colony) to be seven hundred und, twenty-five. miles: 
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" Adme^urement,’' Sx. call the dUiaoce from York 
Factory to Red Rirer nine hundred andgtforty-five 
miles*. They appear, indeed, not only to differ from 
their Geographer, but from themselves, . having 
already, in their Protest, stated the distance from any 
sea port to be two thousand miles ! 

In their observation, however, with respect to the 
dreary, barren, and inhospitable tract between Lake 
Winipic and the coasts of Hudson’s Bay they are 
more correct ; — a tract in which they state that “ the 
wretches who should chance to lose their canoe 
'' must, to a certainty, perish !” — And this was the 
region to which several of the partners of the North- 
West Company, headed by Mr. Norman M'Leod, 
the Magistrate, one of the principal Agents of the 
Company, drove the settlers, a few days subsequent 
to the massacre at Red River, after plundering them 
of their property, burning their habitations, and 
depriving them of their provisionsf . 


Nos. 4, 5, and 6. 

These contain the opinions of Counsel upon points 
submitted to them on the part of the North-West 
Company with respect to the validity of the Hudson’s 
Bay Charter, &c. 

The two first. No. 4 and 5 (as likewise a great 
part of No. 6.) relate entirely to the right of exclusive 
trade specified in the Charter, and to the provisions 


* Appendix to " Narrative of Occurrences,” No 3, page 10. 
t See page 96 of Statement. 



rights— «(pb as preTentiog free passage through their 
territory^ seizing persons and property^ confiscating 
goods, &c. : but as no attempt is made, except by 
▼ague assertion, to shew that the HudWn’s Bay 
Company cfaipi those rights, it does not appear very 
obvious for what purpose legal opinions are referred 
to which militate against claims that arc not made. 
—That these claims, in fact, are not made, may be 
gathered from the memorial^ which was presented 
to his Majesty’s Secretary of State, in February, 
1814, by the Agents of the North-West Company 
themselves ; by which it appears, that the memorial- 
ists and their predecessors have, for a long course of 
years, and without obstruction to their transit, pushed 
their Trade through that very part of those territories, 
which, in their protest, they have admitted to belong 
to the Hudson’s Bay Company, and which they stre- 
nuously admonished the Company not to part with. 

With respect to the document. No. C, it cannot 
be thought requisite that any dischssion should be 
entered upon, in these Observations. The legal 
opinions and argument contained in it are detailed 
at great length ; and the reader, on perusing, and 
considering them, must judge for himself. — At all 
events they appear, in their result, to be diametrically 
opposite to those inserted in Appendix, [A.]f . 


^ See Appendix to Narrative, page 57. 
t It appears doubtful whether the N. W. Company, in asking 
the opinion of Counsel, with respect to the validity of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company's Charter, ever submitted fo ^ - 




Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12. 

We'come now to the more important p Jk of those 
" ample materials," furnished to the Representatives 
of the North-West Company by their Constituents^ 
.viz. the affidavits, depositions, and other proofs upon 
which the facts asserted in their Narrative are stated 
to be founded. 

. The six documents, numbered as above, are depo- 
sitions of several of the settlers and others, who were 
brought down to Canada by the North-West Com- 
pany, after the destruction of the colony in the sum- 
mer of 1815. — The first of these (numbered 7) is 
ushered in by a note, in page 16 of their Narrative, 
in which they announce that, “ Amongst many other 

affidavits of »he unfortunate people who were so 
“deceived," ('viz. the settlers deceived by Lord 
Selkirk,) “ one by George Campbell will be found 
“ in the Appendix, No, VII*.’’ — In case the reader 
should not have the “ Narrative of Occurrences” at 
hand for reference, a copy of Campbell’s deposition, 
(as printed in that publication) is inserted in the 


asked, he certainly neither was furnished with a copy, or 
even abstract, of the Charter. This appears by his answer to 
the 5th point, as printed in document No. 5, of their Appendix. 

* The assertion of the advocates of the North-West Company 
that Lord Selkirk deceived, cheated, and starved the settlers, is 
absurd on the face of it.— By the terms of his Grant, he was 
bound for so many years, under a heavy penalty, to send out annu- 
ally a certain number of persons to Hudson’s Bay. It was besides 
his main and anxious wish and object to promote the increase 
of the Settlement which he had undertaken, And in order to 
encourage others to emigrate to the same quarter, he forsooth 
cheated and starved those who bad already gone to the Bed 
Kiver j 




Appendix to this Statement*, and by a perusal of it, 
he livill be Iplly enabled to judge whether its contents 
are entitled to the d^ree of importance attached to 
them by those who have so triumphantly produced 
his affidavit. 

This unfortunate” man (Campbell) as the reader 
may recollect, was one of those, who, in the winter of 
1814-15, deserted from the Red River settlement, 
where, as stated by him in the conclusion of his affi- 
davit, finding his treatment the reverse to what he 
“ was led to expect from Lord Selkirk’s representa- 
'' tions, and for the reasons specified in this deposi- 
tion, he judged it expedient to return to Canada,” 
(where, by the bye, he had never been) “■ and, for 
that purpose, requested a passage from Red River, 
from Mr. Duncan Cameron, a proprietor in the 
“ North-West Company, which was granted. — And 
farther this deponent says not. — 

(Signed) « GEORGE CAMPBELL.” 

The only sensible part of this affidavit is its con- 
clusion — farther this deponent says not.” For 
had Mr. George Campbell "judged it expedient” far- 
ther to say, he might inadvertently have told the truth, 
and thereby deserted the cause of his second patrons, 
as he had already, by his treachery, deserted that 
of his first. Had this " unfortunate man” gone on 
deposing, he might have chanced, and with the strict- 
est truth, to have added, " And this deponent farther 
saith he was the principal person who deserted from 


* See Appendix, [F. F.] 



tbe Setllement^ trofc« his contract, and dcfi-anded 
his employer ;<^tfaat he not only did so himself, but 
acted as the ringleader, among the olher deserters 
whom he prevailed upon to follow his example 
that he afterwards headed an armed band, under the 
directions of the said Duncan Cameron, the North- 
West Company’s partner, for the purpose of plunder- 
ing the storehouse of the Settlement, and robbing it 
the field pieces, swivels, &c. which had been pro- 
'vided for its security ; — that one of his brother deser- 
ters having been apprehended for assisting in said 
robbery, deponent, at the desire of said partner, 
again headed a party of armed men composed of the 
North-West Company’s clerks, servants, and others, 
and by .force of arms rescued the person who was so 
apprehended ; — that, after depriving, as before-men- 
tioned, his fellow settlers of their means of effectual 
resistance, deponent further '^judged it expedient” to 
assist in attacking them with fire arms, by which 
several of them were severely wounded, and one of 
whom died of his wounds ; — that, after said colony 
was destroyed, and the houses burnt to the ground, 
d^onent was taken down by said North-West Com- 
pany to their trading post of Fort William in Canada, 
where he found many of the partnership then assem- 
bled tiiat said partners received deponent with 
great cordiality and respect ; — that they praised him 
highly for his conduct, and dM him the honour of 
placing him at table in their dining hall at Fort 
William next to themselves, and above the regular 
clerks in the Company’s service. Deponent fur- 
ther smth, that a Book, or debtor and creditor 



Aeeeunt^ was opened at Fort William between 
said Company^ and said deserters^ which book fii 
marked and entitled The Red River and Colo- 
nial Register, 1815;” — that to bis, (deponent's) 
account in said book is added, in the hand writing, 
and with the signature of said partner Cameron, the 
following ‘^faithful narrative,” viz. ^'that he, (depo- 
** nent) was a very decent man, and a great partisan, 
who had exposed his life for the North-West Com- 
“ pany ; — that he had been of essential service in the 
transactions of Red River, and deserved at least 
£100 Halifax, and every other service that could 
be rendered to him by said Company ; and that 
" rather than his (deponent’s) metits and services 
should go unrewarded, he (Cameron) M'ould give 
£100 out of his own pocket, though already a 
great loser by his campaign at Red River.” — 
Deponent further saith, that as a remuneration for 
said services in attacking the settlement, pillaging the 
stores, burning the houses, and shedding the blood 
of his fellow settlers, he judged it expedient to accept 
said £ 100, from said Company*, and which sum was 
accordingly paid to him by one of the honourable 
Company’s clerks, his worthy friend Mr. Robert 
M'Robb.” 

Of a similar character with Campbell’s deposi- 
tion, No. 7, are the “ other affidavits of the unfortu- 
nate people who were so deceived,” and which are 
numbered (in the Appendix to the Narrative”) 8 to 
12 inclusive. Of these the Representatives of the 


* See page 33, also Appendix, [S.] page xxviii. 


. Nor^-West CompaDy, in a note in page 25 Aff their 
publication, say, " the best evidence of these, and 
** the future transactions, is that of the persons en- 
" gaged in themj under the order of M'Donell, 
" which will be found in the affidavits in the Appen> 
" dix, viz. No. 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12.” 

If the reader think it necessary to pay attention 
to these depositions, he may be informed that, of 
the Deponents, James Pinkman (No, 9,) deserted 
in debt to his employer ^18 3$. for articles deli- 
vered to him at the settlement. He also stole 
six guns, which he sold to the North-West Com- 
pany, and for which he received a credit, in the 
book of account before alluded to, of ^£10 155. as 
appears entered in the hand writing of one of the 
partners theniselves. Another of these unfortunate 
deponents, Hugh Swords (No. 10) had likewise an 
account opened with him at Fort William, in which 
credit is allowed him by the North-West Company 
for £16. 2s. lOd. for articles brought away from the 
settlement, and delivered to the Company. To this 
amount was added £20 as a reward for his services. 
What his services were is sufficiently evident, from 
the note, subjoined to his account, in the hand- 
writing of the North-West Company’s partner, Alex- 
ander M'Donell, " His,” (Hugh Sword’s) " beha- 
" viour towards us has been that of a true partisan, 
" steady, brave, and resolute^ man, and was some- 
" thing of a leading character among his country- 
" men, and deserves at least about £20 .” — James 
Golden, another of these unfortunate deponents (No. 
11.) also decamped in debt to the settlement, (£19. 
19$.) His account at Fort William was likewise 



Mrritten out, and signed by the same partner, Alex* 
ander M'Donell, and credit was^ given him for 
£ 13. I7.S. 6d. being the amount of articles brought 
away from the settlement. And a further, allow- 
ance of £20 for services which are also best 
described in the note subjoined to his account in the 
hand-writing, and with the signature, of the same 
partner, viz. “ An active, smart fellow — left the 
” Hudson’s Bay Company in April last — a true par- 

tisan, steady, and brave — took a most active part 
'' in the campaign of this spring, and deserves from 
"■£15 to £20. — He had lost about £20, by 
" leaving the Hudson’s Bay Company a month be- 
" fore the expiration of hi| contract.” 

But enough of these wretched Depositions, which 
are rendered ilut the less disgusting by being attested 
before a principal Agent of the North-West Com- 
pany, Mr. Norman M'Leod — a fit magistrate to take 
such affidavits ! What reliance can be put on nar- 
ratives grounded upon such rotten materials ? or 
what depcndance ougiit to be placed upon affidavits 
procured under the direction of those, who, to serve 
their purposes of deception, obtain Depositions by 
seducing and bribing the Deponents ? 
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No. IS. 

" Speech of the Grandes Oreilies, a great 
“ chief of the Chippewai/s, made in the Indian 
Hall, at the Forks of Bed River, on the 19/ft 
of June, 1814 ; addressed to several of the 
” partners of the North-West Company. The 
“■ chief holding a string of vcampum in his hands 
tied at both ends.” 

This Speech, with its magnificent Title, bears every 
appearance of having been composed, for the occa- 
sion, by those who wishcdlit to be believed that the 
North-West Company had sufficient' influence over 
the Indians to make them commit acts of violence 
against the Red River settlement, had such been the 
wish of the Company. 

Without at all admitting that the North-West 
Company possessed such influence over any consider- 
able portion of the native tribes, it should be recol- 
lected that, at the date of this alleged speech, those 
partners, whose outrages against the colony became 
afterwards so conspicuous, had not proceeded to the 
foul means hinted at in the letter of their partner, 
Mr. Alexander M'Donell, of the 5tli of August, 
1814*. They no doubt expected, at that time, that 
the settlement would be destroyed by what they con- 
sidered as fair means, namely, by threats, intimida- 
tion, seduction, and bribery. And if these failed, it 


* See page II, Statement, 




was time enough, as they thought, to have recourse 
to the hostility of such allies as the Grandes Oreilles, 
and to raise the Indians against the settlement in the 
mode directed by their agent Mr. Norman M'Leod, 
in his letter of the 3rd of June, 1816*. 

The very first sentence of the speech of Grandes 
Oreilles is sufficient to throw doubt upon its authen- 
ticity. “ Traders, my children, when I first heard 
” of the troubles you were in at this place, my heart 
became sorry, and the tears ran down my cheeks.” 
A most unindian-likc acknowledgment, even after 
making every allowance for the figurative language 
of a Chippewa chief. ^ But a Chippewa chief would 
scarcely, at a Council held with the Partners of the 
North-West Company, have addressed them in the 
words “ my children.” He would have addressed the 
principal partner present by the title of “ Father,” 
and styled himself and his people " Children.” Thus 
in the speech of the Chippewa chief of Sand Lake, 
at the council held in Upper Canada by the members 
of the Indian Department (an extract of which, 
taken from the minutes of that Department, has 
been already referred to) he invariably addressed 
himself to the principal member present by the title 
of Father,” and was answered by him with the 
expression of " my Child.” When the Indian 
chiefs also came to offer their assistance to Governor 
Semple and the settlers, they said, in the council 
that was held on that occasion, that they came to 
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ask their " Father’s” advice; and that if their 
" Father” wanted aid, they and their warriors would 
come and assist him, &c. 

" What/’ exclaims Grandes Oreilles, speaking of 
the settlers, " zvhat are these land workers ? 'uihat 
" brought them here? tvho gave them our lands ?” 
(did the Chippewa chief select the words which were 
to be printed in italics ?) " and how do they dare to 
"■ prevent our Traders from purchasing whatever we 
" have to give them upon our own lauds?” Our 
own lands! Who then, after all, arc to be considered 
as the true and rightful owners of these most debate- 
able lands? The Hudson’s Bay Company most per- 
tinaciously maintain that, by virtue of their Charter, 
these lands belong to them, — a claim fully admitted 
by those who were concerned for the North-West 
Company, and who signed the Protest against grant- 
ing away so large an extent of the Hudson’s Bay 
territories. But in their Narrative (page 9,) the 
Representatives say that their Constituents deny the 
right of the Hudson’s Bay Company to a?iy part of 
the lands in question, of which they stale their pre- 
decessors, and themseves have had the occupancy for 
at least a century. This again is contradicted by 
their own Grandes Oreilles maintaining that these 
lands belong to the Native Indians. Then comes 
the principal Agent of the North-West Company, 
Mr. William M'Gillivray, claiming the territory in 
behalf of the Half-breed Bois-Brides, “ who,” says 
he, " consider themselves as possessors of the country, 

and lords of. the soil*.” And last of all, Mt. 


* See note, page 35, of Statement. 





Simon M'Gillivray, another agent of the Compaoy;, 
makes his appearance, and entering a caveat against 
both Half -breeds, and Whole-breeds, would make his 
Majesty’s Government believe, that the lands in ques- 
tion belong to the United States*. It would be vain 
to attempt to reconcile these contradictions of the 
Company; and the liintwith which their own Chippewa 
Orator concludes his speech (if it be his speech) ap» 
pears not unaptly addressed to those who composed 
his audience; — These are my words” says Grandes 
Oreillcs, “ and I have not two mouths.” 


No. 14. 

Resolutions of the Hudson’s Ray Company, 
19/h May, 1815.” 

It seems unnecessary to occupy much of the reader’s 
attention on the subject of this article. In pro- 
moting their views of establishing settlers within the 
Hudson’s Bay territory, the Company thought it 
incumbent upon them to do all in their power to 
make regulations which might tend to secure as 
efficient an administration of justice as circumstances 
would admit. — The Resolutions in question were ac- 
cordingly founded upon the legal opinions which 
they had obtainedf, and were submitted to, and 
approved by Counsel. 


* See conclusion of air. S. M'Gillivray’s letter to Earl Bathurst, 
Appendix, [D. D.] page Ixiv. 

t See the opinions of Sir Samuel Romilly and the other 
Counsel. Appendix, [A.] 



The resolutions,” (sajs the Narrative, page 45) 
Mrere, as usual, opposed by all the members of the 
Company prjesent, except the noble Lord, and the 
'-Committee, but these being the majority, opposi- 
“ tion was ineffectual*. After some discussion the 
” names of the persons appointed to the different 
''offices were also communicated, and the surprise 
" of the persons representing the interests of the 
" Canadian traders, who were also members of the 
" Hudson’s Bay Company, may be easily conceived, 
" when they learnt that Mr. Macdonell, against 
" whom warrants were issued on information upon 
" oath, of acts of felony committed by him, was 
" appointed the second person in command, and 
" administration of justice throughout the territories 
" of the Hudson’s Bay Company.” But, did the 
persons representing the interests of the Canadian 
traders imagine that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
would, without better information, pay attention to 
warrants alleged to be issued by such a magistrate 
as Mr. Norman M'Leod, upon informations, on 
oath, of such informants as Messrs. George Camp- 
bell, Pinkman, Golden, &c. &c. with respect to 


* No bad reason for an “opposition being ineffectual,” viz. 
it being left in the minority ! — With respect to the assertion in 
the Narrative that “ the resolutions :/ere, as usual, opposed by 
“ all the members of the Company present, except the noble 
" Lord, and the Committee,” this, “ as usual,” is not the fact.— 
There were none who opposed the resolutions but those agents of 
the North-West Company who were present, with the exception 
of one small proprietor of .£100 stock. 
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acts of felony 'which the lawyers, consulted by the 
North-West Company themselves, state to be no 
felony Vtom the best legal opinions^ in this 
country,” say the Representatives in a letter to the 
Secretary of State, of (he Ist of February, 1816, ^“^it 
** will be impossible to proceed further, as the defen- 
dants” (Mr, Miles Macdonell, and Mr, Spencer) 
evidently acted under a misapprehension of autho- 
“ rity, and no sufficient proof can be adduced of a 
felonious intent*.” — As the Representatives of the 
North-West Company thus pay proper respect to the 
opinions of their legal advisers, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company may al§o be permitted to confide in the 
learned Counsel whom they have consulted, and by 
whose sanction the Resolutions alluded to were 
entered into. 


No, 15, 16, 17, and 18. 

These are depositions taken of several of the clerks 
and others in the North-West Company’s service, 
and relate to the aggressions stated to have been com- 
mitted against that Company chiefly by Mr. Colin 
Robertson. — It may be recollected that after the 
dispersion of the settlers in the summer of 1815, when 
those of the colonists, who would not be seduced by 


■* See Appendix to “ Narrative,” No. 26, page 19, in which 
the Counsel employed by the North-West Company say that 
they (Macdonell and Spencer) could not be properly convicted 
on a charge of felony. 



the North-West Company, had gone to Jack River 
House, at the north end of Lake Winnipic, they 
Were soon afterwards accidentally joined at that 
place by Mr. Robertson, who was engaged in the 
service of the Hudson’s Bay Company.— Finding 
that these settlers were disposed to return to the Red 
River, he volunteered to take charge of them ; and, 
with the addition of a few Canadians who w ere with 
him, they accordingly went back to the Settlement*. 

ThroL^'hout the Narrative*’ an impression is 
attempted to be fixed upon the mind of the reader, 
by those who represent the North-West Company, 
that Mr. Robertson was an agent of the Lari of 
Selkirk ; and that whatever measures were adopted 
by that gentleman after the return of the settlers. 
Lord Selkirk is to be considered accountable for 
them. — Mr. Robertson, however, was neither an 
agent for Lord Selkirk, nor in any shape engaged, or 
employed by him, or under his directions. Lord 
Selkirk, indeed, was ignorant, till the spring of 1816, 
that the Colony was re-established. Laginipniere, 
the Canadian who brought from Red River to 
Montreal the iiitclligencc of its re-establishment, 
found, to his surprise, that his Lordship was in that 
place. • Neither Mr. Robertson nor the settlers 
knew that he was in America; and Lagimoniere, on 
his way back to the settlement having been way-laid, 
and robbed of his letters, &c. by the directions of 
the North-West Company, and prevented from pro- 


^ See page 68 of Statement. 



cieeding to Red River*, the colonists kne^r nothing 
of Lord Selkirk’s being in Canada, till they were 
informed of it after the second destruction of the 
settlement, when met, in their journey towards the 
coast of Hudson’s Bay, by Mr. Norman M'Leod and 
the other partners, as has been already statedf . 

The depositions above-mentioned (No. 15, 16, 
17, and 18,) detail various acts of alleged vio- 
lence, and felony, ascribed to Mr. Robertson. If 
he has committed such acts, he, of course, will be 
amenable to the law for what he nmy have done. He 
will, however, be heard in his defence; and the 
reader who recollects what has been already stated 
relative to the plots which were discovered to be 
again preparing against the colonists, and the 

storm gathering in the North,” which was to burst 
on the heads of the settlers];, &c. will probably 
think that Mr. Robertson’s defence will not prove 
unsuccessful. But whether the result be his acquit- 
tal, or his conviction, in neither ' case can it be 
admitted that his conduct, right or wrong, can, in 
any shape, excuse or palliate the aggression and 
outrage instigated by the North-West . Company 
against the Settlement. 

No. 19. 

This is also a Deposition of one of the Clerks of 
the Nffth-West Company ; and id produced for the 

I ....I. ■ — ■. I — ,1 I— ■ ...I I 

* See note, page 41. t See page 90 of Statement. 

X See page Tl of Statement. 
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purpose of proving that Mr. Alexander M'Donell, 
the Company’s partner^ vrhom we have seen so active 
in the destruction of the Red River Settlement, in 
the years 1815. and 1816, meant no harm to the set- 
tlers, when be sent off his armed party of Bois-Brules 
under Cuthhert Grant, from the Portage des Prairies ; 
but that he directed them not to go near the 
'' establishment or colony of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, near the Forks of the Red River, nor 
on any account to molest any of the settlers,” &c. 
&c. — This affidavit requires no observation*. 


No. 20, 21, and 22. 

These Depositions relate chiefly to the proceedings 
which occurred at Fort William on Lake Superior, 
when Lord Selkirk first arrived at that place : — and as 
the account of those transactions occupies a great part 
of the “ Narrative of Occurrences,” the remarks with 
respect to them shall be ofiered when we advert to 
the work itself generally, as referring to that part of 
the subject. — The substance of these depositions, 
(No. 20, 21, and 22,) shall then be noticedf . 

It should be observed, however, that, with respect 
to No. 20>, viz. the Depositionof Lieutenants Brumby 
and Misani, their affidavit purports to be sworn 
'' at Montreal but the name of no magistrate is 
affixed to it. — In ordinary cases such an omission 
would not be worth mentioning, and might naturally 


* See Statement, p. 71. 79, &c. f See Observations, p. 158, 
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be ascribed to an accidental mistake in the copy, or to 
an error of the press. — But, in every thing which 
relates to the “ ample materials” before us, the 
reader cannot be too much on his guard ; and in the 
ease of the document in question, it is not at all 
unlikely that it will be subsequently found that no 
affidavit was made at all, or that, for some purpose 
which is not avowed, it has not been deemed prudent 
to annex the name of the magistrate by whom the 
deposition was taken. As the document however 
purports to be signed by two British officers, it shall 
be looked upon, in this case, as of eqiial weight with a 
more regular deposition, and considered accordingly. 


No. 23. 

‘‘ To the Right Honourable Earl Bathurst, His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
War and Colonies.” 

" The Memorial and Petition of AT Tavish, Fraser, 
'* and Co. and Inglis, Ellice, and Co. of London, 
" Merchants, on their own behalf, and on behalf 
’’ of other persons interestcdHn the JVhrth- West 
" Company of Fur Traders of Canada” 

This Memorial does not appear to require much 
notice in these Observations. — His Majesty’s 
Government to whom it was officially addressed were 
the best judges of its object and contents. The 
memorialists, it would seem, received only a verbal 
answer to their application, intimating that Govern- 
ment would attend to the subject, which was one of 



great d(ffiettlty^,-^Wbat the difficyltjr js not 
stated. It was probably found not an easy mat^r 
officially to answer the application of parties who 
seemed, in their assertions, to take so little pains to 
be consistent.' ’It could not reasonably be expected, 
that the prayer of a memorial would readily be ac- 
ceded to, which applied for a convoy to be granted 
by the Admiralty *' to protect the property of the 
memorialists against any attempts on the part of 
" the armed vessels of the Hudson’s Bay Company,” 
without its being previously shewn (which does not 
appear to have been attempted), that that Company 
either had the intention, or the power, to molest 
them. Besides, a petition of " persons inter- 
ested in the North-West Company of fur traders of 
Canada, ’’stating, among other misfortunes, that they 
had been obliged to conduct 'their trade through 
that country, Canada, for a long course of years, to 
great disadvantage, certainly could not appear very 
intelligible. Your memorialists,” say they, ‘^'have 
hitherto respected the supposed rights of the Hud- 
** son’s Bay Company, by not opening through the 
territories which they claim as their property under 
'' their Charterj the more direct, and expeditious 
communication from Lake Winipic to Hudson’s 
" Bay, but have been contented, for a long series 
'' of years, to conduct their trade through the pro- 
vince of Canada to their sCi^ous inconvenience and 
** disadvantage ; the route from Lake Winipic to 
" Montreal exceeding in distance 2500 miles, and 


* See " Narrative,” page 1S9. 



** requiripg a period of 80 days to effect it, that to 
** Hudson’s Bay being only 500 iniles, and affording 
in every respect greater facilities/’ But although, 
in one part of their memorial, they thus take merit 
for having hitherto respected these supposed rights ; 
in another, they say they '' have ever contended 
that these rights are only nominal.” Why rights 
asserted to be only nominal should have been thus 
respected, so that a powerful body of British mer- 
chants (whose mercantile returns are stated, in their 
Memorial, to be four times greater than those of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company) should thereby have been 
subjected to serious disadvantage for a long course 
of years, could certainly not appear very obvious. 
But their forbearance is still more unaccountable, 
when it is observed that the same parties (in their 
** Narrative,” page 13,) have expressly declared 
** that they would neither acknowledge the exclusive 
” right of trade,” (a right which appears, even by 
their own memorial, not to have been claimed or 
exercised*) or power of jurisdiction claimed by the 
** Hudson’s Bay Company.” And it is also worthy 
of remark, that, at the very moment when the Com- 
pany’s Agents in England were presenting to his 
Majesty’s Secretary of State a memorial, in which 
they denied the rights of the Hudson’s Bay Charter, 
the Company’s Agents in Canada were presenting 
another to the same Department (through Sir George 


* See their Memorial, (page 57 of Appendix to Narrative) by 
which it appears that the Canadians hare carried on their trade 
through the territories of the Hudson’s Bay Company without 
obstruction. 





Prevostj the Governor of the colony,) in which they 
admitted those rights, requesting the Governor ** to 
intercede with his Majesty*s Government, to use 
** their influence with the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
** to induce their acceding to the application of their 
** correspondents in London, for a permission to send 
annually (whilst the obstruction to the usual 
communication through Canada should continue) 
a' vessel, for the purpose of carrying in provisions, 
and supplies for the North-West Con)pany’8 trade, 
and bring out their returns,” It could not, there- 
fore, be a very easy matter for his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment distinctly to perceive io.-the applications thus 
made on behalf of the persons interested in the North- 
West Company, what rights they seemed inclined to 
allow, and what to deny : — rights, some of which they 
fully mim/r in their '' Protest,”— sc to acknow- 
ledge in their Narrative,” — respect in one of their 

'' Memorials,” — and, in the other, to prevent the 
exercise of them, apply fe^ hn Admiralty convoy. 

Nor do they appear to be more distinct with 
respect to their account of that line of communica- 
tion, by Hudson’s Bay, which they have thus for- 
borne to open, and which (compared to that by 
Montreal) they describe in their memorial as afford- 
ing, in every respect, greater facilities,” — For, in 
tbdr Narrative, (page 18) we find them describing 
this line of communication as the route the most 
'' difficult in the country, even for athletic and expe- 
rienced batteaux men, who have to carry and drag 
** their boats a considerable part of the distance over 
** rough and untrodden roads and rugged precipices, 
** and through dangerous rapids and waterfalls." 
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Nos. 24, 25, 26, and 27. 

These are official letters from the same parties, 
who presented the preceding memorial, to his Majes- 
ty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, and which, (as 
it would appear from the Narrative, page 128) shared 
the same fate with that document, a verbal answer 
only having been given.— If any reply of a more 
official description was received, the parties have 
not thought fit to produce it. 

No. 28. 

Deposition of D. M‘^nzie.” 

Mr. M'Kenzie describes himself in his affidavit 
as being " a retired, or dormant, partner of the North- 
” West Company.” His affidavit is very long, and 
accompanied by numerous documents which have 
been given in as forming, part of his deposition, the 
purport of which is shortly as follows. — That he was 
one of the partners apprehended at Fort William by 
the Earl of Selkirk ; and when the others were sent 
off (as already narrated*) he requested permission 
from Lord Selkirk to accompany them, but was 
refused; — that he was then confined in a dark dun- 
geon, and, while in such confinement, every method 
was taken by Lord Selkirk, and by those whom he 
employed, to induce the prisoner to do every thing 
which they directed, and to yield implicit obedience 


* See Statement, page 05. 



to all that might be required of him.— That at 
lei^hj 'wearied out bj coDhnementand importunity, 
and having exjprmed a wish to do as they advised, 
provided they/r^eased him from his dungeon, he^as 
accordingly removed to another part of the building, 
but still kept a close prisoner under a guard ; that 
he at length yielded implicit obedience to what was 
required of him, being frequently kept in a state 
of intoxication, and for six weeks wrote wba;tever 
was dictaled; papers being brought for him to 
sign, and deeds to execute. — That, in consequence of 
having thus yielded implicit obedience to the orders 
and commands of the Earl of Selkirk, he was dis- 
charged from his imprisonment ; upon which he 
immediately went to the nearest Notary Public, and 
signed a Protest against ail that had been done with 
respect to him, and against every thing which he 
had been so prevailed upon, or compelled, to exe- 
cute. 

Without being put in possession of Lord Selkirk's 
account of the transactions which may have taken 
place between himself and Mr. M'Kenzie ; and until 
his Lordship has an opportunity of answering those 
heavy charges thus exhibited against him, the reader 
will probably not be disposed to put much reliance 
upoit the accusations contained in Mr. M'Kenzie’s 
deposition. — Better informatipn than what appears 
tp be conveyed by his affidavit, must be looked for, 
before credit is to be given to assertions which bear 
with Ibnm.so little the appearance of credibility, 
ihis deposition, it should be observed, .contains a 
very long and minute detail of the tyrannical and 





disgraceful iiiea99Jdl^ed to hare been taken to in* 
fluence tbe deiioneot.r-In his a^davlt he details, m 
gmtt order, the proceedings ipstigated by Lord Sel- 
kirk, Captain D’OrSonnens, Mr. ^iles Macdonell, 
Dr. Allan, and others, in order to prevail' upon him 
to submit himself entirely to their directions. — He 
states, with great precision, the purport, and, in 
several cases, the very words, of conversations asserted 
to have occurred for the purpose of seducing him;— 
in short, he produces a circumstantial %nd detailed 
Report of every thing that happened ; — and to the 
truth of all this he s7vears, having already solemnly 
declared, in a protest before a Notary Public, (which 
protest is attached to his affidavit,) that during the 
whole period in which the transactions in ques- 
tion, took place, he, the Deponent, was drunk and 
deranged! — namely; “ from the 13th of August 
” to the lltli of October, 1816; during all which 
“ time,” says this dormant partner, '* I was in a 
state of inebriety, and actual derangement of 
" mind.” — The reader, therefore, will doubtless 
require some more substantial proof of the serious 
accusations which are thus made by the North-West 
Company against Lord Selkirk, and the gentlemen 
who accompanied him into the interior of North 
America, than the assertions of a deponent, who has 
put upon record, that he was in a state of intoxica- 
tion during all the time in which those facts and 
circumstances occurred, to the truth of which he has 
solemnly sworn. ' ^ 

The reader will also naturally inquire why Mr, 
D. M'Kenzie, who is stated to have made his pro- 

i; 
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test before a Notary? Public at Djoimmond’s Island, 
on the 1 1th of November, did not make his affidavit 
till three weeks afterwards ; uiz. the 2nd of December. 

It cannot be. sk;^, that he could not find an acting 
magistrate to take his deposition at that place, because 
the name of one appears affixed as witness to the pro- 
test itself. The Representatives of the North-rWest 
Company, of course, wish it to be believed that Mr. 
M'Kenzie shewed a laudable anxiety to protest 
before a Notary Public, as soon as an opportunity 
offered for that purpose. — But if he was right in 
losing no time in making his Protest, he must have 
been wrong in unnecessarily delaying his Deposition. 
—The fact will probably turn out to be this, — that 
Mr. M'Kenzic neither intended to make the one nor 
the other. 

The Narrative proceeds by stating, that, “ after 
complying vyith these terms, he," (M‘Kcnzie,) 
''was immediately released ; and as far as he could 
" make atonement for his conduct to his partners, 
" before he could have any communication with 
" them he appears tp have attempted it by 'the pro- < 
" test," &c. — It does not seem, however, that this, 
repentant partner was, after his release, in so very 
great a atone for his sins, and obtain 

absolution, as those concerned for the North- 
West Company wish it to bp believed. — In this 
part of their Narrative, indeed, it is evident that they 
are anxious to be very guarded in their assertions 
" As far a| he couJ4 make atonement," say they ; 
'' for his londuct to his partners, before any dommu- 
uication with them, be appears to have attempted 
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it bjr the protest,” &c. — He appears fa have 
nttempted^—'Bui, among all the ** ample materials” 
furnished by their constituents, have the representa- 
tives received nothing by which iP^iiso appears that 
this part of their Narrative cannot be true ; and that 
Mr. M'Kenzic had communication with his partners 
before he made his protest ? Has no document 
reached them with the information that Mr. M'Ken- 
zie had determined to become an evidence for the 
Crown in support of the criminal charges brought 
against several of the partners who had been appre- 
hended ? — that, vKth such intention, he had pro- 
ceeded on his way to Montreal, and had passed the 
fiault St. Mary, St. Joseph’s, and Drummond’s 
Island, without applying either to Magistrate, or 
Notary Public, for the purpose of making protest or 
affidavit ? — that afterwards, in his route to Lower Ca- 
nada, he was met, upon the 5th or 6th of November, 

4 

on the shore of Lake Huron, by one of his partners 
who had been apprehended, but admitted to bail, and 
who carried him back a prisoner, (as he stated to 
M. Pritchard, who was with him) to Drummond’s 
Island ? — and that, subsequent to this communication 
with his partner, namely, on the 11th of November, 
and not till then, was the protest made, which is now 
exhibited, and which, after an interval of three weeks 
preparation, was followed by that deposition which 
is thus produced to the public in the Appendix to their 
Narrative? — ^Tbe .public, however, will doubtless 
postpone its judgment upon these mattery ^until an 
opportanity of obtaining 'further information be 
afforded : And with respect to those transactions 



wbi^h may bave />ceurred between the Earl of Sel- 
kirk and Mr. M'Kenzie (as st partner of the North* 
Went Company) in as far as relate# to the trans* 
W the latter to the former, of a portion of 
the Conrpany'slproperty, whatever may be the result 
of such conveyance, if contested in a court of law, it 
is evident that Lord Selkirk considered it as legal 
and unobjectionable, otherwise there never could 
bave appeared in the deed or agreement an express 
clause, by which arbitrators were to be nominated in 
England by the Lords Chief Justices of the Courts of 
King’s Bench and Common Pleas. — Nor can it 
be credited, that if Lord Selkirk had considered 
the purchase alluded to in the Narrative to be 
illegal, or liable to any objection, he woiild ever 
have permitted those fragments of original papers, 
rough draughts of clauses, provisions, &c. (which 
passed between the parties in preparing the con- 
veyance) to have remained in the possession, as is 
stated, of Mr. M'Kenzie, the person whom, accord- 
ing to the assertion of the Representatives of the 
North-West Company, his Lordship was so shame- 
fully deceiving ; and which documents they so 
triumphantly produce, as incontestable proof of his 
guilt. 


[ No. 29. ] 

Deposition of liobert M'Rohb" 

This is the, second deposition (in the Appendix to 
the Nain^ative) of Mr. Robert M*Robb, who seems 
,to be a very useful clerk of the North*We#t Company. 





hand-ynritiog appears, eveijr where throughopi 
the Book of account Ibripecly alluded to. In which 

iboae bribes, and, prices of stolen goods, were regis- 
tered, which were paid to the sctUejs who had de- 
lerted, and pillaged the Red River Settlement. — In 
most of these cases Mr.<M‘Robb was the chan- 
nel by which the payments were made, and the 
accounts balanced. 

His deposition docs not contain any thing of much 
importance. lie also gives little fragments of con- 
versations which are stated to have occurred, insert- 
ing as usual, in Italics, the precise words which are 
declared to have passed, with a prudent salvo sub- 
joined to them of or somewhat to that, or the like 
effect.” — 'The principal object, however, of the 
deposition, is to inform the reader that a warrant had 
been issued by D. Mitchell, Esq. a justice of the peace 
in Upper Canada, to arrest Lord Selkirk on a chargeof 
felony ; and that the deponent proceeded with “ one 
Robinson, who, was, as the deponent understood, a 
“ constable, or public officer of some such descrip- 
lion,” to carry the warrant into execution; but it 
would appear that his Lordship, so far from being 
disposed to yield submission to the Writ, was more 
inclined to arrest the Constable, — or somewhat to 
that or the like effect.” 

Had Mr. Robert M‘Robb been pleased to have 
been a little more communicative in bis Deposition, 
he might have added, that after the North-West 
Company’s partners, whom Lord Selkirk had appre- 
hended, had been admitted to bail at Montreal, seve- 
v»l of them immediately returned to Upper Canada; 



Irsveesing' tiiat Province to and fn (br tlie jHir* 
pose of discovering, if possible, a magistrate who 
would grant a criminal warrant against the Earf 
of Selkirk, m^i^^ainst several of the gentlemen who 
were with a charge of robbery — that they 

applied separately to the' Judges of Upper Canada, 
who, seeing no grounds for the charge, refused 
the warrant: — that they at length, however, found a 
magistrate, who, though not generally acting in that 
capacity, they conceived might serve their purpose, and 
prove of a more accommodating character than the 
Judges of the Province -and that Mr, I). Mitchell 
accordingly issued this warrant, which appears, by 
Mr-M‘ Robb's affidavit, to have been treated with 
so little ceremony. The reason of its being so treated 
is stated pretty plainly in a letter from Lord Selkirk 
to Mr. Gore, the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper 
Canada; of which the following is an extract: 

" Fort IVilliam, November 12, 1816. 

Sir, 

" A few days ago a cauoe arrived 
** here bringing two clerks of the * North-West 
" Company, accompanied by a man who gave him- 
self out as being a constable cbarg'ed with the 
** arrestor several gentlemen here, and myself among 
the rest. On examining his^ warrant, 1 observed 
** it to be, in several respects, irregular, and founded 
** op the recital of an affidavit full of the grossest 
'' perjuries. — It was signed by Dr. Mitchell, of 
Druibjnond’s Island, whose notorious habits of 
*/. intemperapee render it in the highest degreeipro* 
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bable> that Ml lignature had been obtained 
f ' ceptitfOUsly. The eonstable, when asked whetiier' 
" he had any letters or credentials of any kind, 
** could produce none, which conf^ihhe4 
“ his being an impostor.” — It is tberi^orii not much, 
to be wondered at that his Lordship should state, in 
continuation, to Goihrnor Gore, that, “ Under these 
“ circumstances, I trust it will not be ascribed to 
“ any disposition to resist (he regular execution of 
“ the law, if the gentlemen concerned did not think 
“ lit to go five hundred miles across such waters as 
“ Lake Superior at this season of the year, in com- 
“ pliance with a form of a process, which there 
was every reason to believe irregular and surrep- 
“ titious.” 


Having thus taken a cursory view of those mate- 
rials which the Representatives of the North-West 
Company have^ntroduced into the Appendix of their 
Narrative, and which, in their preface, they have 
declared, ** will be found to contain positive .proof of 
almost every fact asserted in the text,” a few obser- 
vations shall now be submitted, with respect to the 
Narrative itself. 

In perusing their Work, it appears very evidoit 
how conscious they are that the unremitting aggres- 
sion instigated against the Red River Colony, Cannot 
fail to be ascribed to that body which they represent. 
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FoMbft term nggressiorij however, they wish to sub- 
stitute that of retaliation. As ao excuse f6r the acts 
whiGh occurr^, pains are taken to convince 
dieir ireader<P|||^ltese acts were entirely owing to 
':tte conduct c^^rd Selkirk and his agents. Accord- 
ing to their acedunt, the cause of the fatal occurs 
rences which took plape is to ift found in thejfc/o- 
niom conduct of Mr. Miles Macdonell, wbo> as 
apjpears by the opinion of their own legal adyiiers, 
could not be properly convicted on a charge of 
felony. In their letter, indeed, to the Secretary of 
State, of 1st February, 1816, they do not venture to 
allege more against Mr. Miles Macdonell, than that 
he acted under a misapprehension of authority >” 
adding, that " no sufficient proof could be adduced 
** of a felonious intent.” — ^The transactions in which 
that gentleman was concerned have been already, and 
fairly, narrated* ; but, even had his acts been such 
as the North-West Company wish to represent them; 
yet, in no shape, and with no semblance of justice, 
could they afford an excuse for the measures adopted 
with regard to t}'.e settlers, by the partners of that 
Company. Their Representatives, Ml^wever, endea- 
vour to skreen and to exculpate indiscriminately 
every one of these partners. Fwen Mr. Duncan 
Cameron, and Mr. Alexander M'Doncll, are de- 
fended, by them • The forn>iier they describe as a 
man of determined resolution, but, unfortunately, 
*^of en irritable temper-f.”— Unfortunately of an 

.* See page 36 of Statement, and also Appendix, [B.] 
t See Narrative, page S3. 
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irritable temper!— A man who deliberately aat down 
for ten months in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the colony, for the sole purpQ3Ci>f ^prrupting the 
Settlers, and seducing the coniK TO| ^ of the 
Establishment and who, by a cf^bd systematic 
perseverance in meanness, falsehi^d, threats, and 
bribery, and aft^wards by violent and repeated 
attacks with fire-arms, succeeded in ruining a 
settlement of his fellow- subjects, who had never 
given the slightest ground for his malevolence ! And 
yet must these Representatives justify this Constituent! 
— Mr. Cameron is accused,'* say they, of having 
made use of all the influence he possessed with his 


♦ It was mentioned in tbe Statement (page 13, &c.) that 
Mr. D. Cameron, Alexander M'Donell, and others of the North- 
West Company, in order to exert undue influence over the set- 
tlers, had pretended that they held King’s commissions, and 
were vested with authority and command in the interior. This 
imposture is now admitted by the North-West Company, who, 
in a note to the Postscript of their Narrative, (page IS-t), say, 
** Mr. Cameron was appointed, by a commission from Sir George 
Prevost, to the rank of Captain, ^ in the Indian and conquered 
'' ♦ countries, during the war but he certainly had no greater 
'' right to assume that rank in the Red River, than the officers 
of Governor MacdonelFs appointment,”— who did not assume 
any such rank whatsoever. These delusive pretensiojjs, however, 
to authority and importance, are probably all, ere now, dissipated 
by the following Order of Sir John Sherbrooke 

GENERAL ORDER. 

Head ^luarters^ Quebec, \lth August, 1810. 
" His Excellency the Governor in Chief and Commander of 
" the Forces, is pleased to cancel and annul the Militia and Pro- 
vincial Rank, in the Indian and conquered countries, conferred 

X 
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“ countrymen, to persuade them to desert the cohiny. 
“ Jf this he the fact, whatever may have been his 
motives, every /tumnne person will rejoice that his 
influeoce was successful.’.’ The true meaning of 
which is this, that We, who represent the interests of 
the Canadian Fur Traders, pronounce the colonists 
at Red River to be very unhappy.— It would be kind. 


by General or Garrison Orders, or by commissions, on the 
under-mentioned persons, as well as all others holding rank 
** under the same authority/^ 


Lt. Col. W. M«Kay, 

W. M'GrLLlVRAV, 
Major A. Normah M'LeoDj 
Touss.aint Pothier, 
Alex. McKenzie, 

P. De Rochblave, 
Captain James Hughes, 


Captain Kenneth M'Kenzie, 
Duncan Cameron, 
John M‘Giluvray* 
Lkht. John McDonald, 
Alex. M'Donell, 
Ensign Seraphim La Maiu 


(Signed) J. HARVEY, Lieut.-Col. D. A. G/' 


By a deposition, recently taken at Montreal, of Blundeau, one 
of the servants of the North-West Company, it appears, that 
when Mr. D. Cameron and Mr. Alexander M'Donell were set- 
ting out from Fort William, in the summer of 1814, to ** com- 
'' mence open hostilities against the enemy in Red River,^^ the 
Engages, hois^Brules, &c. w'ere assembled by Mr.NormanM*Lcod, 
the magistrate, and several other of the partners, and an oaih 
was achninistered to them. By this oath they bound themselves 
to be faithful to the King, and obey fhe orders of Mr. Duncan 
Cameron, who was to command thcni, as they were told they 
were to go to war. Blondeau refused to take the oath, in con- 
sequence of whiclf, after being struck by Mr. Norman M^Lto l, 
he was deprived of his situation as guide into the interior, 
and was detained two years at Fort William, away from his 
family. 
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therefore, to put an end to their misery. — Let us 
zealously join in this good work. We may begin with 
lhe/«ir means, (alluded to by our partner Mr. Alex- 
ander M'Donell ;) but if these do pot Succeed, let us 
try the foul. The end being praiseworthy, we need 
not scruple as to the means: and in this our holy 
crusade against the colony, we may resort to the 
hatchet of the Grandes Oreillcs, to complete that 
which the humanity of Mr. Cameron may fail to 
accomplish. — This is all quite consistent with what 
(in the preface to our Narrative) we have stated of 
our own “ zeal and exertions to promote the true 
interests of philanthropy and humanity!”* 

Mr. Alexander M'Donell too, is held up in the 
Narrative, as shewing humanity and consideration 
towards the settlers ! W’hen he was preparing at the 
Portage des Prairies, two days before Governor 
Semple and his people were killed, to let loose 
Cuthbert Grant and his blood-hounds against the 
settlement, the Narrative asserts, that “ they,” 
(Grant’s party,) " received express orders, and were 
" strictly enjoined to pass at a distance behind Fort 
Douglas, Semple's station, and the colony, to 
molest no person, and, if possible, to avoid all 
" observation.”f — And yet, when the . messenger 
returns from Cuthbert Grant, and reports to M'Do- 
nell that a number of those colonists, whom he had 
so strictly enjoined not to be molested, were killed; — 
on receiving the intelligence, he exclaims, in a burst 


* See Preface to Narrative, page vii. 
t See page 51 of Narrative. 
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of phiianlhropyj Sacre nom de Dieu ! Bonnes 
‘^nouvelles! Vingt-deux Anglois de tues!”* In 
the Postscript to their Narrative, the advocates for 
the North-West Company declare that it is perfectly 
impossible tori believe that these expressions of joy 
could have been thus made use of.-^,But, with 
respect to some of their clients, Ind those of them 
whom they thus seem most anxious to defend, there 
is nothing which it is impossible to ly^ieve. — The 
same person (M't)onell) had shortly before declared 
to the Indian Chief in council, that if the colonists 
resisted, the ground should be drenched with 
their blood. ”f And is it less credible that the 
expressions of joy above-mentioned were actually 
uttered, than that a feu de jot/e was fired with the 
guns at Fort William, when the intelligence was 
brought to that place the year before, that the colony 
was then destroyed, the colonists dispersed, and their 
habitations burnt to the ground ? Nor does it appear 
very obvious why the reader should be expected not 
to give credit to the joy thus stated to have been felt 
and expressed by such a man as Mr .Alexander M'Do- 
nell — who, on receiving, not many weeks before, 
the intelligence (false it is earnestly to be hoped) 
that a patty of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s ser- 
vants had been starved, — and that, after a number of 
them had for some time beerv^ under the horrible 
necessity of feeding upon the dead bodies of their 
comrades, only one survivor had been left to tell the 


* See Statement, page 79. ' 

t See Mr. Pambrun’s deposition. Appendix,. [V.] p. zxxiv; 
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tale>— 'loses no time in communicating by letter to 
his partner Duncan Cameron^ the Glorious Netiri 
''from Athabasca I”—*. 

In endeavouring to avert froin themselves the 
charge of having unjustly instigated the aggressions 
against the Red River Colony, the North-West 
Company attempt, notbniy to raise a strong impres- 
sion in thlll^blic mind, that Lord Selkirk, or his 
agents, had committed acts of violence sufficient to 
justify- any retaliation ; but they even resort, in their 
Narrative, to occurrences which took place subse- 
quent to the aggression itself, in the hope of thereby 
withdrawing the. reader’s attention from the original 
charge. In order to create a belief, that their own 
acts have been, all along, just and honourable with 
regard to the Settlement, they produce numerous 
documents to prove, that Lord Selkirk, after its 
destruction, has conducted himself with gross vio- 
lence and outrage. Among the acts of this descrip- 
tion, with which they charge him, are his taking pos- 
session, by military force, (as they state it) of their 
trading post at Fort William ; robbing them of all 
their property in that place ; and extending the same 
system of rapine and plunder to tbeir othe/ stations 
in the interior. 

The reasons which induced Lord Selkirk to go to 
Fort William, (which lay entirely out of his intended 
line of route to the Red River) a; d his proceedings 
at that place, with respect to apprehending, and 


♦ See page 73 of Statement. 
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^ding off the partaersj have been already submitted 
to the reader*; and, on that part of the subject, 
there is nothing asserted in the ** Narrative’* which 
calls for the slightest alteration in the Statement. 
The documents, indeed, which have been since 
received, and some of which are subjoined to the 
Appendix, only tend fully to corroborate and confirm 
what was so narrated. 

In order to verify the account given in their “ Nar- 

rative” of the proceedings at Fort William, tlie 
Representatives of the North-West Company pro- 
duce, in their Appendix, the depositions (No. 21 
and 22) of M'Robb and Covvie, two of their clerks, 
and also the statement (No. 20) of Lieutenants 
Brumby and Misani, which was already alluded 
to. In refutation of the inferences, intended to be 
drawn from these materials, the reader’s attention is 
particularly requested to the three documents now 
added to the Appendix, namely, the account given of 
these proceedings by Mr. Fauchc (late Lieutenant in 
the same regiment with Messrs. Brumby and Misani) 
and who is now in England ; the narrative drawn up 
and signed by Mr. M'Nabb, who was employed as 
the principal constable, in executing the warrants at 
Fort William ; and the deposition of Alexander Fra- 
ser recerilly taken at Montreal-f-. 

Military possession,” 8ay% the Narrative (page 
69), ** was then taken of the Fort, as is particularly 
" described in the deposition of Lieutenants Brumby 


_ * See page 61, &c. of Statement. 

, t See Appendix, [K. K.] [L. L.] and [M. M.] 
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and Misani> ^iven in the Appendix, No. 20 
and, upon tliig passage, the Representatives of the 
Company have subjoined the following note, with 
respect to which, it is requisite that the reader 
should be undeceived ; — 

“ Lieutenants Brumby and Misani, whose deposition Is 
“ above referred to, are officers of the late Regiment De 
“ Meiiron, who obtained leave of absence from General Sir 
“ Gordon Drummond, at the request of the North-West 
“ Company, in order to cnablethem to visit the Indian Coun- 
“ try. This was partly intended to counteract the impres- 
“ sion which might be made on the Indians by seeing Lord 
“ Selkirk’s body guard, and military force ; but chiefly in 
“ order to enable these gentlemen to sec the real slate of the 
“ country, and to give an impartial report of such occur- 
“ rences as they might witness. Tlieir testimony, therefore, 
“ relative to therailitaryoutragescommittedatFort William, 
“ is entitled to particular attention as coming from military 
“ men, totally unconnected with cither of the parlies.” 

Little did these two unwary Ofllcors suspect, that 
when Sir Gordon Drummond gave them leave, of 
absence from their regiment, at the request of the 
North-West Company, “ in order,” as their Repre- 
sentatives say, “ to enable them to see the real state 
" of the country, and to give an impartial report of 

such occurrences as they might witness’”— little 
did they suspect that the Company were merely 
making convenient tools of them, to serve their own 
secret and unwarrantable purposes. 

“ You will not hesitate,” says Mr. Norman M‘Lcod in his 
letter directing his partner at the Fond du Lac, to collect the 
Indians for the purpose of immediately proceeding against 



the Red Riwr Settlement** " You will not hesitate to 
" explain to the Indians the purpose for which we want 
them to meet us ; possibly, and most probably, their ap> 
pearance may suffice, — but, in any case, they shall be 
well and fully recompensed for their trouble. You, who 
" know the Indian character, so well, make use of that 
" experience to collect as many as you can in a short time, 
" from fifteen to twenty upwards, to one hundred. You 
** will explain to the Chief that we have King’s Officers, 
" and a few soldiers along with us, so that there is not the 
“ least doubt of the justice of our cause." 

These King’s Officers were Lieutenants Brumhj 
and Misani : and how far “ the few soldiers along 
** with us ” were employed to promote the Justice 
of our cause,” the reader will be better enabled to 
judge, if he peruses the following account of an atro- 
cious murder committed by one of them, under the 
express directions of a partner of the North-West 
Compahy, in the course of this their expedition into 
the interior. 

Charles De Reinbard, a serjeant in the De Meuron 
Regimenf^. having received his discharge from Sir 
Gordon Drummond, was recommended by Lieute- 
nant Misani, the commanding officer of his company, 
to Mr. W. M'Gillivray and Mr. Norman M'Lcod', 
as a clerk for the North-Weft Company’s service. 
In that capacity he, together with another serjeant 
of the name of Ueurtre, (who^ had also obtained his 
discharge) accompanied Lieutenants Brumby and 
Misani, with Mr. Norman M‘Leod, from Montreal 


* See [)age 100 ofStatement. 
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into the'intenor. When they iarrived at Lac la Pluie, 
in their way to the Red River^ Lieutenant Misani 
told Reinhard that Mr. McLeod wished Heurtre and 
him to put on their regimentals (which they bad been 
requested to bring with them from Montreal) in 
order to appear at a council of Indians, where Lieu* 
tenants Brumby and Misani were introduced as 
captains, and Serjeants Reinhard and Heurtre as per* 
sons in the King’s service. — In the speech made to 
the Indians at this council, Mr. M'Lcod directed 
the interpreter to say that government had sent these 
officers for the sake bf Justice*. The party after- 
wards proceeded, with some of these Lac la Pluie 
Indians, to the Red River, where they met the colo- 
nists a few days after those transactions at the settle- 
ment had occurred, which have been already nar- 
rated. 

Having remained a very short time at the Red 
River, Lieutenants Misani and Brumby, with Mr. 
Hughes, one of the Company’s partners, returned to 
Fort William, to report to Mr. W. M'Gillivray the 
occurrences which bad taken place. — Reinhard, how- 
ever, was sent, as one of the North-West Company’s 
clerks, to Bas de la Riviere Winipic, a station 
belonging to the Company, where he was -directed 
by Mr. Archibald ]\^‘Lellan, the partner who had 
charge of it, to put the fort, or trading-post, at that 
place, into a state of defence. 

About the beginning of August there arrived, at 


■* See also the deposition of Sayer the Interpreter, Appendix, 
[E. E.] page Ixv. 
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that post^ some servants of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, AYho bad deserted from Mr. OM^en Keveney, 
a gentlemen in that Company’s service, then on his 
vray, from Albany Factory in Hudson's Bay, to the 
Red River Settlement.. These deserters complained 
to Mr. Norman M'Leod, that Mr. Keveney bad 
treated them very ill, upon which the ready magistrate, 
under the Canada Jurisdiction Act, immediately issued 
his warrant, and appointed Serjeant Reinhard to act 
as constable for the purpose of apprehending Mr. 
Keveney. Reinhard accordingly proceeded with six 
Bois-Brules, whom Mr. M'jLellan had directed to 
accompany him, and having seized Mr. Keveney, 
they brought him to Bas de la Riviere. From that 
place he was sent off in a canoe, for the purpose of 
being taken to Fort William, under the charge of 
these Bois-Brules, by whom, during the route, he was 
bound and handcuffed. 

Oh their way towards Fort William, they were met 
by Mr. Alexander M'Donell, the North-West Com- 
pany's partner, who took away the Bois-Brules, and 
put, in their place, two Canadians named Faye and La 
Pointe, together with an Indian, who was to serve as 
a guide for the purpose of conducting the prisoner to 
Lac la Pluie. Some days aft^wards, however, they 
met Messrs. Stuart and Thompson, also of the North- 
West Company, who ordered them to return. They 
accordingly did so, but could not keep pace with 
Mr. Stuart’s canoe. The two Canadians soon after, 
quarrelled with the Indian, and they separated.— The 
Canadians, not knowing their way, landed Mr. Keve- 
ney upon a small island where they left him. 



A considerable period having subsequently elapsed 
vrithout any account being received at Bas de la 
Riviere (by Mr. M'Lellan^ the partner at that 
station), of Mr. Keveney and those who were with 
him, it was concluded that the Indian had murdered 
him^ or that the two Canadians had lost their way, 
or that they were all drowned. — At length Mr;. 
M'Lellan, Cuthbert Grant, Cadot, Reinhard, and some 
Bois-Brules, set off in a canoe with the intention of 
going to Lac la Pluie, for the purpose of obtaining 
intelligence relative to the apprehension of the partners 
at Fort William, (of which they had then received 
information), and also to discover what had become 
of Mr. Keveney. 

After travelling about four days they found the 
Indian, and shortly afterwards the two Canadians, 
Faye and La Pointe.— These three persons Mr.M'Lel- 
lan took with hiiti, and again set out in search of 
Keveney. They found him in an encampment of 
Indians, and he was a second time apprehended. 
Mr. M'Lellan having procured from these Indians a 
small canoe, he directed Serjeant Reinhard to embark 
in it with the prisoner, the Indian, and a Bois-Brule 
named Mainville. M'Lellan then said to Reinhard, 
'' Make the prisoner believe that he is goings to Lac 
'' la Pluie. — He muiSt not be put to death here 
'' among the Indians. — We will go on further, and 

wait for you ; and when you find a favourable spot, 
" you know what you have to do ." — ( Vous savez 
ce que vous avez a fairs.) 

Mr. M'Lellan having thus issued his secret orders 
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to Reudiacd, set out in his own canoe, leaving on shore 
Mr. Keveney, Reinbacd, the Indian, and Maioville 
the Bois^Briile. In less than an hour they embarked 
to follow him. — Having proceeded about a quarter 
of a league, Mr. Kevcney expressed a wish to be set 
on shore for a short time ; and on his being landed, 
Reinhard said to Mainville, that, as they were now 
far enough from the Indians, he might shoot the 
prisoner. Upon Mr. Keveney’s returning to the 
beach to re-embark, and being close to the canoe, 
Mainville levelled his piece, and shot him through 
the neck. Keveney fell forward upon the canoe, 
when Reinhard seeing he was not dead, and that he 
wanted to speak, drew his sword, and plunging it 
twice into his back, run him through the body, and 
put an end to his misery. 

Having stripped the body they left it in the adjoin- 
ing woods, and proceeded in their canoe to join their 
master, Mr. M'Lellan, who, seeing them approach, 
sentCuthbert Grant and Cadot to inquire if Mr. Keve- 
ney was killed. Reinhard answered, that he was. 
Upon this they directed him to say that he was not 
killed. Reinhard again told them that he was killed, 
and that he would not conceal it, as it was done 
his (Mr.^M'Lellan’s) orders. 

He then joined M'Lellan and the rest of the party^ 
and detailed to them what ha^. happened. A distri- 
bution of the bloody clothes of Keveney, and of his 
other effects, was then made ; and M'Lellan having 
opened the boxes and writing-desk of the unfortunate 
man whom he bad thus ordered to be murd||r^, he 
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s^t ft great part of the oiglit, in reading and 
burning the letters aifd papers which'^tbey contained. 
—Next morning he continued his examination of 
the remaining papers in his canoe^ sinking them after 
he had perused them: — and, upon finishing this 
employment, he told the Bois-Brules that it was very 
fortunate they had prevented Keveney from getting to 
Fort William, where he might have ruined them all. 

Such are the proceedings which are carried on in 
the interior of British North America, for the pur- 
pose of supporting the “ justice of our cause and 
such the Constituents abroad who furnish to their 
Representatives in England, the raw materials for the 
subsequent fabrication of their Memorials *to His 
Majesty’s Government, and their “ faithful Narra- 
" tives ” to the Public ! 

The circumstances of this infamous story were only 
vaguely reported at Fort William some weeks after 
Lord Selkirk arrived at that place ; — but he knew 
enough of the wintering partners of the North- 
West Company, to be satisfied that the murder, which 
was thus rumoured, had been actually committed, 
and at the instigation of at least one of the Company’s 
partners. He, therefore, requested Captain p^Ofson- 
nens (one of the gentlemen who had accompanied 
him from Montreal in his intended journey to the Red 
River) to obtain every information he could procure 
at Lac la Pluie ; in consequence of which the two 
Canadians Faye and La Pointe, who were with Mr. 

at the time|J|g£ej|^ven their depositions 
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upon oal^juto tod Rwi^rd him-' 

aolf bas made n full confession afid declaration <^.tbe 
murder. These three documents are subjoined in the 
Appendix*. 


Among the materials Inserted in the Narrative 
of Occurrences,'* for the purpose of throwing 
odium upon the proceedings of the Earl of Selkirk 
at Fort William, appears, in a most conspicuous 
position, the ‘'Journal of Mr. Jasper Vanderslujs.” 
— Mr. Vanderslujs is a Dutch Book-keeper of the 
North-West Companj^ ; and, if his Books are kept 
with nok greater accuracy than his “ Journal," the 
Company may have again to present a humble me- 
morial to his Majesty’s Secretary of State, lamenting 
that their trade is still conducted “ to their serious 
“ inconvenience and disadvantage." As, however, 
their Representatives, in introducing Mr. Yandpr- 
sluys to the reader, bespeak his favour by assuring 
him that he is “ a very respectable person and as 
they describe his Journal itself as “a simple and 
** correct detail of the most extraordinary outrage 
“ which was ever committed against the Laws of a 
" civilized Country," it may be advisable to look 
a little into the contents of this Dutchman’s diary,— 
a composition which has been^eemed too important 
to be thrown into the Appendix of their Narrative, 
but is permitted to occupy upwards of thirty pages 
of small print in the body of the Work itself. 

« See il]>pendis, [G. 6.} 




The JwfflTtild abwit the period (riTs foii* 

nightj from the 12th to the 28th of August^ doribg 
which time Mr. Vandefsiuys appetirs, by bU‘own 
statement, to have been Wofully harrassed and tor- 
mented by the £arl of Selkirk. He bad been left 
in charge (as the Narrative states) of the Company’s 
affairs, vrhen the partners who bad been apprehended 
were sent off from Fort William ; and great pains 
are taken, throughout the Journal, to make it be cre- 
dited that, in the performance of his important duties, 
he met, from Lord Selkirk, and the gentlemen who 
accompanied him, with every degree of violence and 
obstruction. Notwithstandioghis hurry and fatigue, 
however, it would appear (from the Journal at least) 
that he had leisure enough to sit down coolly and 
deliberately every, day, for the purpose of composing 
his long story ; — carefully noting down, at full 
length, the events in their regular and daily course, 
and minuting in his diary all occurrences in due order 
and arrangement.— —The object of this is very evi- 
dent. Those who represent the> North-West Com- 
pany lay before their readers this Journal as an accu- 
rate statement, made at the moment when the events 
described in it are said to have occurred, and as 
being narrated by a person who was actually on the 
spot, and an eye-witness of what took place.— -It is 
th|||fore expected by them, that the public should 
look upon it as a document of incontrovertible 
authenticity. To make it be believed that this '' sim- 
pie and correct detail,” as they term it, was actually 
ffid t ime, such passa ges as the following 
are scaitered, with no sparing hand, throughout 
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ike Joiiinftl.of Mr. jasper VAndorslup : /' 
tea i«ii6 eleteu thie moroiog^ tliaEarl of Selklrki'* 
Tbie Diorning pbst y&ry qpietly/’ 

** This morniBg Mr. M'GilHvraj/’ Ac. — This 
morning the captain of the guard,” &c.r^“ We 
this afternoon addressed the following letter to the 
Earl,” &c. — *' At about ten o’clock last night his 
Lordship,” &c. — “ Nothing further remarkable 
occurred this day,” This day has been a very 

busy one,” &c. — " The Earl’s plans cannot now be 
a secret any longer,” &c, — At length the Earl’s 
projects and views, so long disguised, begin to dis* 
cover themselves,” &c. — “ I have just this moment 
returned,” &c. — While writing this, I receive 
information,” &c. &c. &c. — This is all very well, and 
the purpose obvious. — But why did this “ simple” 
journalist permit such a passage as the following to 
creep into his diary ? — On the 1 7th of August, 
** they seized,” says the journal, ** some papers of no 
" value, and sealed them ; Jbut 1 must not omit to 
" mention, that thij) bundle contains a Deposition of 
one J^'olin, clerk to the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
" "written and signed by himself, in "which, atnongst 
other things, he declares, that at the late action 
at Be4 River, the colonists, headed by Mr. Sem- 
** pie, were the aggressors and first assailants 
How came this " deposition of one JMolin” 
so anxiously adverted to ? Did Mr. Jasper Yaitdbr- 
sluya suspect that there was danger of evidence being 
collected, which might probably throw ligl^. upon 
the occurrepces at Red River ? Did he begiiLioaoD' 
jecture, with the principal Agent the Company, 
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that '' tl» Itwy tiMght be reported io a thou^d 
" waji that Mr. Norman M^od, and Mr. A.. 
" and Mr. B; of the North-West Company, ^th 
" BruUs," &c. &c. had destroyed* idte colony? and 
did hediope that this part of hisjouraal might tend 
to arrest the story in its progress*? — Do the Repre- 
sentatives of the Company also entertain a similar 
expectation by the question which they put, in the 
Postscript to their Narrative, on the same subject ? 
" What has become of the deposition of jSolin, 
** mentioned in Mr. Vandersluys's journal ? And 
" why has it been suppressed, and the present one,” 
(namely, that taken before Lord Selkirk, and which 
appears io Appendix, [X.]) ‘‘ substituted in its 
" place?” The answer to which is, that as none 
else was received, (than that sworn to before Lord 
Selkirk,) there neither could be substitution, nor sup- 
pression. — It is very obvious, indeed, that the marked 
allusion, in the Journal, to the " deposition of one 
" Nolin,” and the qaestion arising upon it in the 
Postscript to the Narrative, are intended to 'weaken 
or counteract the effect of Nolin’s affidavit taken by 
Lord Selkirk. — But the reader will observe, that this 
latter deposition was not taken till the 21st of 
August, four days trfter the date of that part of 
Vandersluys’s Journal, which has been so evidently 
coptrived for the purpose of counteradttpg it ; — or, in 
other words, that Mr. Vandersluys, on the seven- 
teenth of August, attempts to obviate the effect of 
an affidavit which was not taken till the ttoenty- 

* See Statement, page 110. 
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Jtrst of the same month ! If Nolm mttde any other 
dej^ifioD, (of ^which no )>roof is additced exMpt 
Vandenfojs’s Jodroal) it most hate been sentr 
arhOng the other documents which Were transmit- 
tedfirom FortWHIiain, without examination^ (after 
having been sealed up by a person in behalf of the 
Earl of Selkirk, and another in behalf of the North- 
West Company) and subsequently delivered to the 
Attorney tjcneral of Lower Canada, into whose cus- 
tody they wc»c deposited in that stated for the purpose 
of being made such use of as his official duty might 
point out*. 

Throughout every part, indeed, of the composition 
of this Journal are to be found marks of fraud.— -In 
grasping at too much, it has obtained nothing. If 
the separate and daily portions of it be inspected 
with any degree of attention, they will appear evi- 
dently to have been fabricated long subsequent to 
the periods in which they are respectively dated ; — in 
short, it is obvious that Mr. Yandersluys's log book 
was not begun till after his voyage was completed. — 
Can it be believed, for instance, that when Mr. 
bfrGilHtray, the principal Agent of the North-West 
Cornffbuy in Canada, and seven of his partners wished 
to prepaid a ibrinal Protest against Lord Selkirk’s 
proceedings at Fort William, they should have re- 

— — " *"r**’" 

* By Nolin's deposition, in Appendix, [X.] it is evident that 
he could not, from personal observation, know who^were the first 
asiailants in the afiair of the 19tb of June, as be was not within 
almost a league of the spot, and had even sent a persoit to ascer** 
tain and report to him what was going on* 
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«oHed tatbfiir :for^gpb(H)k-ke(^ Mr. Vanderslujff, 
(wlio>iit:i$ well kn^wn in. Canada, scarcely understands 
4he hnguBge) to draw it up for tkeni ! ‘^'Tlus 

'' morning Mr. M'Gillivray desircd^me to draw up, a 
"Protest against the acts of violence committed yes- 
ferday. I had only a quarter of an hour to do it in, 
*' and worded it briefly in the following terms.” — ^This 
manifesto is accordingly produced, to which the eight 
partners then at Fort William, have affixed their 
names.— rOf the assertions contained in it, one deserves 
to^e noticed. Those men who had belonged to the 
DeMeuron Regiment^ about twenty-five in numbcjr, 
jwhose assistance was called in by the constable to en- 
force the arrest of the partners at Fort William, who 
hadvTesistod the warrants*, are termed between fifty 
fuid sixty disbanded and intoxicated soldiers/" 
-—This assertion is repeated throughout various parts 
of the Journal. The Fort was now left in disor- 
der, and at the discretion of the intoxicated sol« 
dieryf And again Captain D’Orsonuens, the 
leader of these disbanded, intoxicated, and almost 


» Sec page .66 of Statement. 

t Neither of the two clerks of the North-West Company who 
have made the affidavits numbered (in the Appendix to the 
Narrative) 91 and 29, and whose statements are produced as 
evidence of the outrages at Fort William, have said, that a single 
/ntn of the party, that went to tliat place, was in the slightest 
jd^'gree intoxicated. Nor do Lieutenants Brumby and Misaiii 
mention one word of it; and iActr testimony relative to the 
** military outrages committed at Fort William, is entitled to 
particular attention, as coining from military men totally 
unconnected with cither party See Narrative/" page 69. 
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uncontrolled soldiers, cried out * aux armcs, aux 
** armes,’ and immediately the bugle was sounded, 
and an armed force of about sixty in number with 
loaded muskets, and fixed bayonets, rushed forci- 
bly into the Fort, shouting, cursing, and swear- 
“ ing, and threatening death and destructio^^M all 
j^rsohs and all property. The s^^ery were 
strongly countenanced in this by their officers, 
** amongst whom the most conspicuous was the 
** aforesaid Captain D’Orsonnens, next Captain 
** Mathey, Lieutenant Gauche, Lieutenant Grafien- 
reith, and several more." 

With respect to these alleged acts of daily vio- 
lence, the best contradiction to Mr. Vandersluys, is 
Mr. Vandersluys himself ; for there is nothing which 
he asserts, however bold, in one part of his diary, 
but what is overmatched by his own counter- asser- 
tions in another. Who could suppose that, after all 
these horrible alarms which pervade his Journal, of 
soldiers who appear to be thirsting for an oppor- 
“ tunity to gratify their wishes for tumult and 
‘‘ bloodshed” — and of acts which would make a 

** French Douanier blush, and all this authorised, 
iniMgated, and ordered by a man vested with the 
dignity of a magistrate,” — ^that, notwithstand- 
ing this, we should find Mr. Vandersluys, on the 
28th of August, the day when he left Fort Wil- 
liam for Montreal, stating that ** 1 told him 
(Lord Selkirk) that no agreement or conven- 
tion could be made whilst he laid down as a prin- 
** ciple the retention of a pledge, or indemnifica- 
** tion i but that, as I was aware he was in distress 
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for many articlos^ I was willing to consult with 
“ M'Tavish on. the subject, and perhaps let him 
have a certain quantity of goods, by way of oblig- 
ing him,” &c. — So, after all, it turns out that 
Lord Selkirk, in full command at Fort William, 
backe< by a ferocious band of lawless soldiery, 
' V with arp|s and artillery'* — and, '' committing acfs 
'' whiq|i would make a French Douanier blush,” 
civilly asks the Book*keeper of the North-West Com- 
pany to accommodate him with those articles in the 
Fort, for want of which Mr. Vandersluys admits that 
he knew his Lordship was in distress ! — And yet this 
** very respectable person” does not hesitate to assert, 
1 cannot help remarking here, that at the time of 
** the French invasion of my own country,” (Hol- 
land,) 1 witnessed much injustice, and a defiance of 
'' law and morality, with all the evils accruing to a 
** country over-run by a debauched and ferocious 
military horde, yet I saw no injustice so glaring 
" as what was committed by the Earl of Selkirk and 
his agents here !” 

But the day on which the feelings of Mr. 
Vandersluys appear to have been wound up to the 
highest pitch, was the 18th of August, when his 
diary assumes more the stamp of the German, than of 
the Dutch school. When Mr. M'Gillivray, and his 
partners, in consequence of the warrants of commit- 
ment, were that day embarking in their canoes, to 
proceed from Fort William, and when their Canadian 
vojfageurst Iroquois canoemen, and Bois-Brul4s, 
were collected by curiosity on the beach,-—*' All our 
brave and faithful men,” says Mr. Vandersluys, 



174 


** who spectator* of their departure, were silent 
^ Os the grave! not front awe of Lord SelkiikVover- 
** whelming power, or his^tilitary precautions 'and 
** martial law, but from tlie natural feelings of their 
** hearts ; from the unaltered respect they bore for 
" their masters, and from the remembrance of th^ir 
kindness. Some of these faithful m'ra were not 
able to conceal tlieir tears, and I saw, what perhaps 
■** few have ever seen, — I saw an Indian weep !” — 
The name of this Indian is not recorded ; — probably 
one of the Grandes Oreilles family : — " Traders, my 
" children, when I first heard of the troubles you 
" were in at this place, my heart became sorry, and 
the tears ran down my cheeks !” — But the reader 
has, without doubt, by this time, seen enough of the 
Journal of Mr. Jasper Vandersluys,” — a sort of 
spurious offspring, which the partners of the North- 
West Company seem more inclined to lay at the door 
of theic.^ foreign book-keeper, than to father them- 
selves. 

pn the subject of the reduced soldiers of the De 
Meurou and Watteville Regiments, who accompanied 
Lord Selkirk, with the intention of settling upon his 
lands at the Red River, instead of taking the allot- 
ments to which they were entitled in Canada, the 
Representatives of the ^North-West Company have 
not scrupled to suffer the following passage to be 
published in their Narrative bf Occurrences : — 

• ** That he” (Lord Selkirk) “ might have means suffi- 

** cient for bis purpose, in addition to about one hundred 
“ and eighty” (about one hundred and Ihirt^} “ canoemcn, 
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te engaged about one linndred and fifty*’ (about an hurt* 
dfed, viz* eighty of the De Meoroii, and twenty of the 
WaUeville Regiments, wbidi had been reduced), ‘‘ foreign 
soldiers, with two captains and two subalterns of the 
Regiment De Meuron, a set of men whose conduct after- 
^ wards suiEcidfitly justified the apprehensions entertained 
‘‘ of them. They had been engaged in different services in 
Europe and Asia, anti were partly formed by deserters 
from Buonaparte’s armies in Spain. From that country 
they were sent to America, where the regiment was just 
disbanded, and were fit instruments for tlie scenes of pil- 
lage and plunder in which tliey were subsequently en- 
gaged^.’’ 

The best answer to such malevolent and slanderous 
aspersions, will be found in the following Garrison 
Orders, which the Reader will rejoice to have laid 
before him. 

Garhison Oudeu. dl/a/iff, ith Mai/, ISIS. 

‘‘ Lieutenant-General Oakes cannot suffer the Regiment 
De Meuron to quit this Garrison, where they have so 
long been stationed under his command, w ithout assuring 
them of the satisfaction which their good conduct, and 
attention to military discipline, have constantly afibrded 


^ " Narrative/’ page 6S.— ^ee also the statement of Lieu- 
tenant Fauche, (Appendix, [K. K.]) by Nvhicli it appears, ^^that 
** in 1809, when the Regiment Dc Meuron was at Gibraltar, HU 
'' Majesty’s Government authorised that all the Germans and 
** Piemontese, whom the conscription had forced to enter Buo- 
** naparte’s armies, from which they escaped as soon as an oppor- 
tunity offered, should be enlisted in His Majesty’s service; in 
** consequence of which many came over and received the regu- 
‘Mar bounty. ’’—This is termed by the Representatives of the 
North-West Compahy, deseriion! 
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*' bint; and which hare been equally consplcnons in crery 
rank. They will embark from hence, as fine and well* 
** appointed a regiment, as any in His Majesty’s service. 

** The Lieutenant-General has no doubt bat by their 
conduct and gallantry, on the desirable service on which 
" they are about to be employed, they will confirm the 
** high opinion he has formed of them, and will equally 
** merit the praise and approbation of the GKnierat under 
** whose orders they will soon be placed, to whom be shall 
** not tail justly to set forth their merits. 

** He begs leave to assure this regiment of his warmest 
wishes for their glory and success, and of the sincere 
** interest he shall ever take in their welfare,” 

(Signed) P. ANDERSON, D. A. G. 

The Regiment DeMeuron embarked at Malta for 
North America, and after the peace, it, and the 
Wattevillc Corps, were reduced last year in Canada, 
upon which: occasion Sir John Sherbrooke," the 
Governor-in-CSiief, issued the following Garrison 
Order, Jwhich, as well as that of Sir Hildebrand 
Oakes, a^oye cited, would do honour to any corps in 
HijMajesty’s service. 

Garuison Obder. Quebec, 2Gth July, 

“In parting with the Regjinents De Meiiron and Watte- 
“ villc, b6tb of which corpr Bis Excellency bad the good 
“ fortune of having had under his command in other parts 
“ of the world. Sir Jt^jlherbibokc desires Lieutenant- 
“ Colonel De Meuron, ami LieotenantpCdonel May, and the 
“ officers and men of those corps, will accept his congratula- 
“ tions on having, by their excellent conduct in the Canadas, 
“maintained the reputation which they have deservedly 
** acquired by their former services. 



“ Hi 8 Ezcelleocj cap have no hesitation in saving, that 
".His Majesty’s service in these provinces has derived im- 
" portant advantages during lire late war, from the steadi- 
" ness, discipline, and efficiency of these corps. 

(Signed) “ J. HARYEY, Lt.-Col. 

" Deputy- Adjutant-General.” 

Such are the t^arks of approbation C^cially 
tecorded by General ofliCers who had tlie best means 
of appreciating the merit of regiments which had 
been long and honourably employed in His Majesty’s 
service ; and which the Agents of the Canadian Fur 
Traders now wish to hold up to the public as fit 
instruments for scenes of ‘pillage and plunder !” 
These scenes of pillage and plunder” are, per- 
haps, what Yandersluys’s Journal particularly adverts 
to, (on the 14th of August, the day after the part- 
ners were apprehended) when ,it states that ” Lord 
** Selkirk and his party were very busy about the 
" Fort, and carried off about eighty guns belonging 
” to the North-West Company.” And, |n,|he s,ame 
item of his diary, he adds, that a new warrant had 
been issued ‘f to seize all arms’, under the frivolous 
'' pretext that information had been given that a 
" quantity of papers had been burnt the night be- 
" fore, and a number of arms concealed.” The 
pretext, however, does not appear to have been 
quite so frivolous as the Jdlimalist wishes it to be 
believed. The reader may recollect, that after Lord 
Selkirk had arrested the partners, on the 13th of 
August, he permitted them to go back to their apart- 
ments in Fort William, having pledged to him their 
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tvord of honour, that no further attempt shoulif be 
made to obstruct the execution of the law, and that 
all measures of resistance Or hostility should cease. 
It was also stated, that information was brought to 
him early next morning (the 14th) that the sCsils had 
been bro^n from several Of the places w^hjeh^. had 
been siii^ the evening before ;flliat papers 

had been burnt in the course of the night ; that seve* 
ral barrels of gunpowder had been rolled out of the 
Fort ; and that about fifty or sixty stand of fire 
arms, to all appearance fresh loaded and primed, had 
been found secreted near the building*. The cir- 
cumstances, thus mentioned in the Statenient, have 
been since corroborated by documents, some of which 
arc now added to the Appendix : — The reader is par- 
ticularly* requested to turn his attention to the ac* 
count givenby Mr. Fauchc, who was at Fort William 
at thc^tirne ;l:iamd also to the narrative of M'Nabb, and 
the depesitibh of Alexander Fraser, both of whom 
were likewise upon the spot. From these docu- 
ments it will probably be suspected, and upon no 
slight grounds, that instead of the frivolous pre- 
" text,” stated in Vandersluys’s Journal, as having 
been assigned for seizing the arms belonging to the 
North-West Company, i^n attempt was actually 
projected, at that place, to massacre Lord Selkirk 
and the whole of his p^tyf . ’ 

The following passage of the “ Narrative,” being 


* See Statement, page 67. 
t See Appendix, [K.K.] [L.L.] [M.M.] 
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eodoeeted with the procecdingg of Lord Selkirk at 
Fort William, deserves to be noticed 

This simple and correct detail” (meaning Vandersluys’s 
Joarni^b) of the most extraordinary outrage which was 
ever committed against the laws of a civilized country, 
^r^rsou of the rank of Lord Selkirk, '•#ill in itself 
^ crWie sufficient Astonishment; but it is imposrfblc not to 
advert to other circumstances connected with it, which 
still more* aggravate the enormity of the transaction. 

The persons arrested, after being treated with studied 
indiguity and insult, were embarked as prisoners, under 
a guard of foreign soldiers, in their own canoes, manned 
with their own servants, but not prepared in the usual 
manner for the accommodation of passengers : others, fit 
for their conveyance, had been got ready by their clerks, 
in which they were not allowed to embark ; and those 
selected, were so overloaded, as to place the passengers in 
** imminent danger of their lives. There were above fifty 
canoes in (he fort, from which a sufficient oumber might 
easily have been appropriated for the conveyance of 
the prisoners, had Lord Selkirk coj^sideredlheir safety of 
the most trifling importance. One canoe, in which three 
prisoners, Kennetli Mackenzie, Allan Macdonell, and 
John McLaughlin, were embarked, was considerably 
under the usual size, and could not carry with safety 
more than fifteen persons, with their baggage and provi- 
de sions; yet entirely disregarding the representatioos and 
remonstrances made of the danger to be apprehended, his 
Lordship ordered twenty-o|^c persons to be embarked in 
it, and, as had been predicted, in the passage on the lake 
the canoe filled, and upset, in consequence of being so 
overloaded; Mr. Mackenzie, and eight other persons, 
were drowned, and the survivors narrowly escaped with 
their lives*.” 


* Srr ** loafre 102o 


ISO 

To ihe charge ifaui brought agaiikst the Enrl of 
Selkirk (a charge which insinuates no less thaif A 
wish, on his part, to sink the whole brigade of canoes, 
— friends and foes, — constables and prisoners !) they 
have added a note, which is not unworthy of the passage 
in jihe text to which it is subjoined. How far the 
Earl of Selkirk,” say they, ** is legally responsible 
for death thus happenii^g in the prosecution of an 
“ unwarrantable act, and while an innocent man 
” was under conveyance, by his orders, in a state of 
unlawful imprisonment, may perhaps be doubtful ; 
but it cannot be doubted, that a heavy moral re- 
" sponsibility attaches to his Lordship in this transac- 
tion !” — The Representatives of the Company, having 
composed their Fable, they could not do less than fol- 
low the good old custom, and add the Moral but 
the Reader will probably wish to know the facts of 
the case, and to hear what some of those survivors, 
who narrowly escaped with their lives when the 
accident happened, have said on the subject. 


I, J. Baptiste Chevalier de Lorimier, captain of the 
Indian Department, certify, that on the 36th of August, 
1816, having arrived at Isle au Phrisien, Mr. M*GiN 
livray made the brigade of three canoes set out during a 
great storm, contrary to the opinion of the rest of the 
party, and of the two guides. "When we got about half 
way across the passage, Mr. M‘GiIlivray still persisting 
** to make for the Cape, I took it upon myself to steer foe 
** Isle aux Erables. The two other canoes then followed 
me, in order to gain the bay, but, before we could reach 
the shore, out’s uoibrtaaatcly suokj when several were 
“ drowned. 
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<* 1 eertify, that iipon oar geUiag a&bore) and 

Mtt M^Gillimy having conie to condole with a%. 1 
** reproached hjm with being ,the sole cause of arhat had 
“ happened* All the other gentlemen of the party, as also 
** the canoe-men, then came and shook hands with me, 
*< d^laring that I was the means of having saved the rest 
of the. brigade, and that, if I had not persisted in making 
“ for the land, wc must all have perished*.” 

Mr. Fauche, late of the De Meuron Regiment, 
whom the Earl of Selkirk had requested to take 
charge of, and accompany the prisoners to York in 
Upper Canada, has also detailed the circumstances 
which occurred with regard to this unfortunate acci* 
dent. He also, it would appear, has been accused of 
entirely disregarding the representations andreraon- 


* Moi, J. Baptiste Chevalier de Lorimier, Capt. Ind, Department, 
certific que le 20 d’Aoht, 1816, ctant arrive a Tlsle au Parisien, Mr. 
M*GiUivre fit partir, dans une grande teinpOtc, la brigade de trois 
canOts, inalgre moi et malgre les antres messieurs qui etoient de cette 
brigade, et malgre les deux guides, pour entreprendre une traverse d’nne 
etendue considerable. Je certifie dc plus, qu’etiuit a peu pres au milieu 
de cette malbeureuse traverse, Mr. M*GilUvre s^obstinant a se rendre au 
P**is siir moi de gagner ^Isle anx Erables, qui se trouve dans le 
bayc ; aussitAt les deux autres canOts se mirent a me suivre pour gagner 
aussi la baye; mais mallvenreusemcnt le canAt oii nous etions englautit 
avant d*arriver a terre, Plnsieurs d’entre nous se sent sauv^s^ les autres 
ont malheureusement p<*ri. 

Je certifie encore qne, lorsque nous avons 6t6 rendus a terre, Mr. 
M^OilMvr^ ^tant venu nous plaindre, je liii reprochai qne cet accident 
n^^toit arrive que par sa faute. Alors tous les messieurs de la brigade, 
ainsi que tous les engages, vinrent me donner la main, disant hautement 
que kt cause que le reste de la brigade sauvA, et que si je 

n’ensse pas persist^ i fugaer terre, nousaurions tous p^ri. 

J. BT® CHR DE LORIMIElt, 
Capt, lad. Depart, 



strapces made of the danger to be apprehended/' 
&c. — in short, of being totally indilTereut to the 
safety of a party of which he himself formed one !' — 
Mr. Fauche had the charge, at Fort William, of 
getting the canoes prepared for their voyage. The 
three that were chosen for that purpose, were from 
among those in which the partners of the North- 
West Company usually travelled. — The crews were 
regular Indian canoenicu in the Company’s service. 
Is it to be believed that ]Mr. Fauche, Captain De 
Lorimier, the two skilful Indian guides who were 
with them, and the experienced old Indian chief, 
who was to have accompanied Lord Selkirk to the 
Red River, (and who was one of those who were 
drovwned,) or indeed that any of the party would have 
embarked on such a voyage, in canoes, unsafe, ill- 
equipped, or overloaded ?”— to the unfor- 
tunate accident the party were upwards of a week 
in their voyage upon Lake Superior, but no appre- 
hensions whatever were entertained as to the “ safe 
“ convey'ance’’ of the canoes ; and, after the loss of the 
canoe which upset, se veral of the persons who escaped 
were next day distributed in t|ic two remaining ones, 
which it is absurd to suppose would have been done, 
had these canoes been already overloaded. There was 
no necessity fur such a distribution,, as there were 
Indians with canoes on the island where the party 
took shelter, and by whom some of them were for- 
warded to the Sault St. Mary. — It may also be 
observed that in the canoe that was lost, there were 
three of the diicl^rgcd soldiers of the De Meurou 



Regiment, who were to return to the Earl of Sel>- 
kirk. Two of these, a serjeant and a private, were 
unfortunately drowned. 

Mr. Fauche has also declared that although he 
had the charge, or command of the canoes, he always 
consulted Mr. M'Gillivray as to the arrangemei^ of 
setting out,* &c. &c. — This he was induced to do 
from the great- experience which that gentleman 
possessed in the navigation of the Lakes, and he (Mr. 
Fauche) positively states that the day the accident 
occurred, he particularly asked Mr. M'Gillivray if he 
thought it safe to proceed, from the Isle au Parisien, 
and that Mr. M'Gillivray advised him to set out*. — 
Such is the “ enormity of the transaction/’ which 
has been charged against the Earl of Selkirk by the 
Representatives of the North-West Company, who, 
although they gravely express a doubt as to his Lord- 
ship being legally indictable for the murder of the 
unfortunate men who were drowned, yet appear to 
entertain none at all, as to his moral guilt and 
responsibility ! 


In concluding tlie Observations which have been 
submitted to the Reader with respect to the Nar- 
** rative of Occurrences,” &c. it may be remarked 
how closely the advocates for the North-West Com- 
pany follow the footsteps of their Canadian corres- 


*f See Appendix, [K.N.] 


wigeeiiif the fitie 4^ 

Gw^flnr fboqile ht> assoeiatei*. TItt Ind^ins 
must atill be held up to the puUtc as the priactpidf 
if not the sole actors in that horrible scene. In everj 
pi^,<-~in almost everj sentence, of that part of their 
Nanatire, these Indians are conspicuously placed 
before the reader^ for the purpose of persuading him 
that the result, so deeply to be lamented, arose from 
Indian hostility. — About fifty Indians and Half* 
breeds” \re find dispatched with an escort of proTi* 
sions by way of ** an experiment !” — ** The Indians 
and Half-breeds supposing themselves undiscovered.” 
— “ The fact of the Indians having actually passed 
that establishment.” — ''The facts, not even denied by 
the opposite party, that they marched out and fol- 
lowed the Indians.” — " The Indians and Hhlf-breeds 
were all on horseback.’’—" The Indians rushing in, 
Mr. Semple, and about twenty of his people,' lost 
their lives.”—" The Indians and Half-breeds fortu- 
nately did not carry their resentment beyond the 
persons actually engaged in the affray.” — " After 
this melancholy affair, the colonists complied wil- 
lingly with the terms prescribed by the Indians,” 
&c. &c. Who were those Indians ? To what tribes 
did they ^long? Were they Crees, Sautoux, 
Scioux, Assinaboins, or their own Jroquois from 
Montreal ? All the persons %ho llere actively 
engaged on the 19tb of June under Cllhbert Grant 
(the Company’s Clerk) must be known, because they 


« See Statement, page 104. 
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Bomb . at R«d River, and some aftervrards at 
William. But how does it happen that their own 
servant, Firmin Boucher, mentions nothing about 
Indians being present ? Boucher is a, Canadian, in 
the regular, service of the North-West Company, 
and who, they now admit, “ happened to be with 
them," although they publicly circulated, and 
ofScially communicated to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, the positive assertion, that not one of their 
people had been within an hundred miles of the spot*! 
The evidence of Boucher can .scarcely be disputed 
by the Company ; because These particulars,” 
they say, (meaning the affair of the 19th of June,) 
** are taken from the testimony of Boucher — who was 
carried dosvn to Montreal, and other persons pre- 
** sent in the affray. It has not been deemed advis- 
able, pending the legal proceedings which the case . 
'' must' give rise to, to publish the evidence, of. 

parties who may be implicatedf.” — That is to 
say, the Representatives of the North-West Com- 
pany will state to the public what particulars they 
choose, and publish what they think fit : ~they will 
not scruple to tell their own story from Boucher’s 
testimony, or from any other testimony ; but they 
beg leave to decline producing bis, or any Other evi- 
dence, upon whicl^at story is stated to be grounded^ 
With regard to tlm testimony of Boucher, the advo- - 


* See Statement, pa^^e 108. 

t See note in page 53 of Narrative.” 
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catevfof ^ Gompftny tniist h8V«- tither iC^piMed ft 
io< be true, or feW. If folse, tbe alcffy t^baVe 
fesoded upon ft cannot be true ; and if bis endence 
be tfuej wby do they not adhere to ft^Boticher 
mentions oofy SoU-Bi%Us as bein^ actively engaged 
on the 19th of June^ stating' the party in all to be 
abekit sixty-four; Inft the 'Narrative rates thehf at a 
amah fewer number, and takes much pains to impress 
op<m tte ’ toind of the Reader that Hke party whs 
composed chiefly, ifaot soMy, of ifidlafis.-^in orcfer 
to enable the Reader to judge of this boasted testi- 
mony of Boocheri his Declaration (eertainty not a 
teiydisliaot document) is inserted in the Appendix*. 

It does not appear necessary to make any forther 
Ol^vaticHis upon toil **flflthftt! Narratim of Oebur- 
nBiees/'>-*^lf the Documents which have been now 
aobnitted to the Reader, have excited hft ottOfiflon, 
be wilt have flttle hesitation in pranoundt^ that 
the Agents or HqNrescntatiTCs aS the NorttoWest 
Company of Montreal hasre not only fluled in tbOir 
atkinpt to wipe oiT the stain which attached to their 
CoBstHaento, but have fixed it more mdOUbty by the 
roadatssls brought forward to defend them, and by 
tot admiiiioBs appmeift in that defence. 

** alteai^ at Cdoaiautiott,'' say they, toward! toe 
coadusioii of toeir Narratr^, in its origin, 

** olgecttofiiahle in ovoiy respect totho ForVlraders, 
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**• 4ff not deny»jthftt (eautept4a the protect 

4u«i$tanpe they coniidered it their duty 
tp Afford, tp, their suffering counttymen,) idler 
haling ascertained the real object . which the 
plaas of Xiprd SeUqrk w»e intended to cover« 
thp 7 have done pU in thehr power to render these 
'' schenies abort«re.”r~Thiy he^oe done all in their 
power. to render these schemes abortive; — to frus> 
tyatf . l^at plan of colonization: in Britii^ North 
America which they avow to have been, from the 
Bnfj so objectionable to tbero.<*^JSty what means 
they have hitiierto rendered that plan abortive, it 
will be the province of his Majesty’s Government, 
incontrovertibly, and beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
to ascertain. 

' When Sh Gordon Drummond, in the year 1815, 
informed the principal Agent of the North-West 
Cplnpailiyi^: that he had. received a communication 
from high authority, desiring him to inquire what 
foundation there was for the alarm entertained fay 
the Earl of Selkirk, and by the Hudson’s Bay Conk- 
imoy* for the safety of their settlers, he distinctly 
shded, that if the apprehended destruction of the 
colonists by the neighbouring Indians took place, it 
pould not fail to be ascribed to the North-West 
Company. The North-West Company will be 
** considered ri^ponsiblrin tbe eye of the world, as 
** WcU as in those of; bis Miyeidy’s Government, 
** for any such horrid catastrophe as 1 have alluded 
** to, whether arising from the instigations of 
** their subordinate agentsi or^from the influenced 
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rf ro^IjgpUy « of I the Indians themseWes*/* — The 
howei^;, are fulljr and honourably aeqttii^ 
<^i|!y^,;abetge either ^of actual a^resston^ or* of 
^tile views, against the Settlemeirt; andj in the 
^e of the world, the N<«th>West Company, and 
they alone, will he considered responsible for the 
catastrophe, unless they produce iar more satisfac- 
tory proofs of their innocence than those documents 
which thej have recently submitted to the Public. 
Nor can the hackneyed plea of cfnaracter do away a 
positive charge.of /acts : They refer, without fear 

of disappointment,” say they, '*- to the various 
governors who have been appointed since the con- 
** quest of Canada, to that province, for an account 
“ of their conduct as loyal and useful members of its 
‘5 community.”— But who, of the Governors of 
Canada, have had an opportunity of witnessing the 
conduct of the North-West Company's partners, 
agents, and servants, in the interior, — thousands of 
miles from the seat of the Provincial Governments ? 
Or, who was likely to inform them of the lawless pro- 
ceedings in those remote countries? Many of the 
Company’s partners, and others connected with that 
association, must themselves have been kept in igno- 
rance of the system which prevails towards the north 
and west of Lake Superior ; and i| it to be supposed 
that those of Uie partoersbip who were well ac- 
quainted with that system, and who participated in 

* jSee the letter from the Deputy A<^utanl-General to Mr. 
M*Gillivray,of I4th Juh^ 1815, page 57 of Statement. 
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itg ilees, fditiilh Proir^ihcM Gdvlenjiri^t 
tiie^infofftiafidt)'^ O&ifaebdiiiitrary^ it is eVIcleii^ 
that every mode has been adopted to vnthbold the 
ki^wled^ of what wals going ori in that quarter; and 
if the Governors of Canada have entertained a bettef 
opinion of the North-West Company than they de^ 
served, it can injustice be only ascribed to<the artful 
and povrerful means adopted by the Company to 
conceal the truth vrith respect to their proceedings in 
the interior, and particularly on the subject of that 
conspiracy, which was entered into against the Red 
River Settlement. 

It is not unworthy of remark, however, that the 
very same persons who declare the attempt at colo- 
nization on the Red River to have been in every 
respect objectionable to them, appear by no meani 
averse to take merit to themselves for establishing 
colonies elsewhere. * When set on foot by Canadian 
Fur Traders, Colonization is honourable and praise- 
worthy — but, when planned and conducted by the 
Bari of Selkirk, it is mean and criminal! The 
North-West Company, we are told '' have with a 

spirit of liberality and expense, in many instances 
'' unrequited by the result of their undertakings, 
** explored the whole Continent of North America, 
** and ascertained the geographical situation of 
** almost every river and district of those immense 
** r^ions. They have recently established a consi- 
'' derable and thriving colony on the banks of the 
** Columbia, on the Pacific Ocean, in direct com- 
f*' munication with their Settlements in Canada, 
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^ AFiCtt^ their inli^ trade ioiitb« 

irii^ tile fipanu^ eettian^Dds CalifbniM^ 

^ hod Borth^^ .tho«e oif ih& RhasianaMiKerr 
would peihaps pufsle emu fhull’ 
0mi Gtographer to name the degree of ktitude 
and longitude where tbU '' connderable and tbriring 
** colony’* is to be fouod--*to specify from whom 
the lands were granted upon which it i8'establi8hed~» 
or to state^oro whence the setUers have dropped 
who compose it. But if the Nor(h>West Company 
have- really estidblisbed such a Settlement in any 
part of British North America, it would surely bare' 
been not uieousistent with their boasted* humanity to 
have offered to the dispersed settlers from the Red 
River an asylum in this their new and flourishing 
colony, and ensured to them that ** protection and 
f* ^stance they considered it their duty to afford 
** to their suffering countrymen,” instead of drivii^ 
them away with insult and barbarity to a desolate 
and inhospitable regiqn. 

Whether or not that prophetic declaration which 
they utter in their Narrative will be verified, remains 
to be ascertained.—-*' irhus,** say they, *' was this 
" devoted colony, for the last timje^ dispersed: 
" and although its dissolution v^jM sooner or lato 
" inevitable from different to that which 

*' now determined its fate, it could npt have been 
" expected that it would be precipitated,, by so 
" much rashness*.” What jihose other c;ei|^ of 

* See Kamtive, ' page ^ 



tti^n^iaUe img)it1]tevel»eeR^ it 

iiiHfliiatd^l ^io «» Ihc^r iirere pot 

la o^ate. Had tha Colony, (m was (dMe^Tcd in 
the statement) been at alt Hl»ly to fail ftoni toed 
ekeufiistaBces, or causes inherent in its nature, the 
North*^ West Company would never have set on foot 
expensive and hazardous measures to destroy it ;>*• 
and the very last penons who ought to be listened 
to on the subject of the improbability of its ultimate 
success, are they who not only confess that, from 
the first, the Settlement was in every respect objec> 
tionable to them, but who have so substantially 
proved their hostility by reiterated endeavours to 
effect its destruction. 

To consider what measures should be adopted 
for the purpose of extending the protection of the 
bw to those British subjects whom the circum- 
stances of the mother country are compelling to 
emigrate to various parts of .our North American 
ipossessions, is sUrely an object worthy of the earnest 
attention of the L^slature. Fpr, however unim- 
^rtant in a public view, may be the jarring claims 
dr disputes of rival commercial establishments, there 
has arisen from the transactions at Red River an 
dtgect of far superior, and unquestionable import- 
aihee — the neceniify of putting a speedy and effeOtual 
slop to those acts of violence and outrage, of rob- 
bery and murder, which, if persisted in, cannot fail 
to bring a stigma upon the British character, aad 
are a disgrads to any part, howsoem remote, of the 
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Brttisb ^ Ip sQ jinp<|cM of eoa« 

jtfdr 

tlie > Jim^iolidp Uy, as 

aneirted in the Narrative/' that l^slative inea- 
spre was introduced at the 8u^estion> and passed at 
the earnest entreaty, of those who were employed as 
Agents for tfie North-West Company*, that circum- 
stance alone, at the present period, and after the 
occurrences which have taken place at the Red 
River, ought to be considered no Slight ground for 
a revisal of the Statute. Many of those disgraceful 
occurrences took place under tbe cyie of one of the 
Company’s principal Agents and Partners, acting at 
the moment as a Magistrate for the Indian Territory 
under the sanction of that Law. But in place of 
assisting British subjects who stood in so much need 
of his protection, he only added insult and injustice 
to the miseries they had already experienced. He 
appears to have been too expert an Agent, not to 
look upon the Canada Jurisdiction Act as merely 
an instrument to be used for the purposes of the 
Cofnpany who employed him. Instead, therefore, of 
obtaining the correct information it was bis duty to 
procure, and taking proper measures to bring the 
guilty to justice, he only used his authority to impri- 
son hnd {>ut in irons, several of thb settlers who 
bad escaped from the massatii^^ vand remunerated 
the Company’s clerks, servai^ts, ahd hirelings, who 


* See PrSAio^ to Narratire, page tu. and Appendix to Nar- 
rative, No. 34, page 60. 



nists^^and slfeddiog thftbll^ d^llieir fellow subjecte. 
Tbese circumstaDceSj alone^ to fcurm a suffi. 

dent, reesoa that the Le^alature should refise the 
Statute alluded to^— that ill-judged statute, under the 
sanction of which, wintering* and acting partners of 
the Canadian Fur Traders, with their roving Com- 
missions of the Peace, their warrants, subpoenas, 
and hand-cuffs, tyrannize, without restraint, in the 
interior of North America, over every one who 
offends them ; — detain their victims for years under 
their control; — or, when more convenient, put 
them to death, as in the case of Mr. Keveney. Jf 
an inquiry into these subjects were to be instituted 
under the sanction of Parliament, it could not 
fail to prove of great national importance. But, 
in the investigation, the legislature must expect 
to meet with qp slight degree of obstruction. 
Those who have reigned for so long a period in the 
distant regions of the interior #f British North Ame- 
rica, uncontrolled by any legal restraints, whose do- 
minion hat proved a scourge to the Indians, and a 
terror to their own immediate Canadian dependents, 
are not likely to permit the truth to be exposed* to 
the British nation, through its representatives in Par- 
liament, without, making every .possible exertion to 
prevent it. The anticipation of these difficulties, 
however, instead of preventing, or delaying the 
investigation, ought to expedite inquiry, and render 
it the moire rigid when once undertaken i-^knd the 
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Kiftdt ^ ioo the experience 

of nearly foiffteeo jNMrs, life Canada tfuriadiction Act 
hu in no irise promoted views of the Legislature ; 
and that, in place of forwarding the ends of justice by 
the punishment of offenders, and ,the prevention of 
crimes, it has, in its &tfil operation, only funiished 
the means to sanctipn injustice, and 'hi legalize 
opprenion. 
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THE CHARTER* OF THE HUDSON’S BAY COM. 
PANY having been laid before Counsel, the following 
Opinions were given upon several of the Points sub- 
mitted to them. 

We are of bpinioQ^ that the grant of the soil contained in 
the Charter is good ; and that it will include all the coun- 
try, the waters of which run into Hudson’s Bay, as ascer- 
tained by geographical observations. 

We are of opinion, that an individual holding from the 
Hudson’s Bay Company a lease, or grant in fee-simple, of 
any portion of their territory, will be entitled to all the ordi- 
nary rights of landed properly as in England, and will be 
entitled to prevent other persons from occupying any part 
of the lands, from cutting down timber, and fishing in the 
adjoining waters, (being such as a private right of fishing 
may subsist in), and may (if be can peaceably, or otherwise 
by due course of law) dispossess them of any building 
which they have recently erected within the limits of his 
property. 

We are of opinion, that the grant of the civil and crimi- 
nal jurisdiction is valid, but it is not granted to the Com- 
pany 9 but to the Governor and Council at their respective 
establishments ; but we cannot recommend it to be exercised 
jso as to afifect the lives or limbs of criminals*— It is to be 
exercised by the Governor and Council as fudges, who are 
to proceed according to the laws of England. 

The Gompahy may appoint a sheriff to execute judg- 
ments, .and to do his 4j»ty as in England. 

We are of opinion, that the sberifi', iu case of resistance 
to his authority, may call out the population to bis assist- 
ance, and may put arras iuto the hands of their servants, for 
deifence against attack, and to assist in enforcing the judg- 
ments of the Court} but such powers cannot be exercisd 
with too much cireurns jCction. 
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jurisdiction of the Courts ivho reside^ or are found within 
the territories over which it extends. 

We do not think this Act (43rd Geo. IlF. c. 138*) ^Ives 
jurisdiction within the territories of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, the same bein^ within the jurisdiction of their own 
Governors and Council. 

We are of opinion, that the Governor (in Hudson’s Bay) 
might, under the authority of the Company, appoint con- 
stables and other officers for the preservation of the peace, 
and that the officers so appointed would have the san^e 
duties and privileges as similar officers in England, so far 
as these duties and privileges may be applicable to their 
situation in the territories of the Company. 

(Signed) S A M U E L RO M I ELY, 

G. S. HOLROYD, 

Wm. cruise, 

J. SCARLETT, 

JOHx\ BELL. 


[B-] 

Transaction relative to a Seizure of Provisions hy 
Mr. Miles Macdonelt. 

Mr. Mir.ES Macdonell, who was Governor of the 
district of Ossiniboia, ip right of theHuilson’s Bay Com- 
pany’s Charier, and had charge of tlie Red River Settlement, 
expected a considerable addition of new settlers in the 
Autumn of J814, and lining apprehensive that a scarcity 
of provisions might be felt, if early measures were not taken 
to obtain a sufficient quantity, be (in the month of January 
of that year) gave notice to tlie traders both of the Hud- 
son’s Bay and North-West Companies, that, at the opening 
of the navigation, no more would be allowed to be carried 
out of the district, than what might be requisite for the 
consumption of those traders ; it being, as he thought, 
an indispensable duty in him to pibvide for the resident 
inhabitants of the district. The traders of both Com. 
panics, who had collected provisions from the Indians 
(from whom they are generally procured), were to be paid 
a fair price for such as he retained. The Hudson’s Bay 
traders accordingly delivered up their surplus quantity; 
but those of the North-West Company refused, and 
attempted to carry out of the district ail which they 
had collected. Upon this, Mr. Miles Macdonell issued a 
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warrant, under which a seizure of provisions was made by 
Mr. Spencer, the sheriff. This proceedinjs^ gave rise (o con- 
siderable discussions between Mr. Miles Macdonell and Mr. 
Duncan Cameron, and others of the Norih-West Com- 
pany^ and upon their representing that their trade would 
suffer in other parts of the country, if deprived. of these pro- 
visions, an agreement was entered into, the purport of which 
was, that the North-West Company should retain the 
quantity requisite for their trade at that time, and should 
supply Mr. Miles Macdonell with an equal quantity in the 
. winter, if it should be wanted, for the use of the resident 
settlers. This agreement was not sanctioned by the subse- 
quent general meeting of the North-West partners, who re- 
fused to confirm the acts of their agents. An information 
was laid before Mr. Norman McLeod, one of their partners, 
and a magistrate for the Indian territory, who granted a 
warrant to apprehend Mr. Miles Macdonell on a criminal 
charge of burglary and robbery. 

Mr. Macdonell (though he did not admit that he was 
amenable to the jurisdiction under which the warrant was 
issued) surrendered himself, (for the reasons stated in page 
26 ,) and was carried down to Montreal, where it does not 
appear that any trial has taken place. Mr. Spencer, the 
sheriff, had previously been apprehended under a similar 
warrant, and carried away from the Red River settlement in 
the beginning of September 1814, and detained in the cus- 
tody ot’the North-West Company till the month of August 
in the following year, when that Company thought fit, at 
length, to bring him down to Montreal; but bis trial has 
not yet taken place. 


[ c. ] 

LETTERS FROM D. CAMERON TO THE SETTLERS AT 
RED RIVER. 

To Messrs, Donald Livingston, 
and Hector M^Kachern, per 
Bostonois Pangrnan. 

Sirs, Gibraltar, lOM February, 1815. 

Youa letter of the 28lh ultimo, by Jordan, 
came safe to hands, and 1 am very glad that the eyes of 
some of you are getting Open at last to the situation yon are 
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placed in, in this barbarous country, and that you now see 
your past follies in obeying the unlawful orders of a plun- 
derer, and, I may say, of a highway robber, for what took 
place hern last sprins^ can be called nothing else but mani- 
fest robbery — But 1 am very willing to forgive as many as 
repent of the poor deliuled men, as I know that they are not 
bad men in principles^ although made so by bad leaders and 
bad advice. You say very true, when you mention that 
you did not know your friends from 3'ourfbes; the greatest 
enemies ever you had, is Lord Selkirk, Doctor Auld, and 
Miles M^Donell, who was made a fool of by them, and he 
made fools of all those that were under him I know all the 
bad usage you got, and the many injustices that witc done 
to every one of you since you left your own country, the 
like I never heard before, and none but hard-hearted bad 
men would UwC their fellow-creatures in such a manner. In 
pity to your present deplorable situations, as I consider you 
to be in the very worst of prisons here, I accept your offers, 
and will be very happy to take so many of my^ countrymen 
and fellow-subjects out of bondage, as 1 know very well that 
Lord Selkirk will never take any of you home, whatever 
promises Miles M^Donell may make you to the contrary. — 
You have already been often deceived by both of them, and 
they will deceive you again and again, if they can, without 
being ashamed of It, as deception is (heir very best trade, 
therefore I’ll be proud of being y^oiir deliverer ; I do not ask 
you a penny for your passage or provisions to go out with ; 
you are going to a good country, where you may make a 
decent living for yourselves and families; we’ll oblige our- 
selves to get lands for tliose that chooses to take them, and 
will throw none of you on the higliway as beggars till you 
can provide for yourselves. I have no interest whatever in 
making you these promises, but what humanity points out 
to me. — With reg-ard (o your wages, I can say very little 
on that subject without seeing how your agreements arc 
made out, but it is not an easy matter to make any one lose 
bis salary- which is not like another debt. If you can only 

f et a copy of your accounts, and get them signed by Miles 
1 ‘Doneil, we’ll do our best to recover the money for you ; 
but if you could get drafts on the Hudsbn’s Bay Company 
for the balance of your wages, I would myseli be answer- 
able to 3»ou for every penny of it. I am told the great cap- 
tain is going to pay yeSS a visit, you’ll, 1 believe, find him 
a better master than usual, but you may thank me for that, 
and not him, as he is afraid of what will soon happen to 
bim. I said last fall, when MWicar was abusing me very 
much; and very undeservedly, that I would, 4>erhnps, be the 
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best friend ever the colonists met vrith, and I hope to make 
my word good to such as will deserve it of me ; but, at the 
same time, I shall certainly be the greatest enemy they met 
with yet to any one that will again take up arms to fly in 
the face of the law, or to plunder. — 1 remember that you, 
Livingston, did not take arms last fall ; don’t be afraid (bat 
Captain M^Donell will ever know any of my secrets from 
me, but take care that Mrs. M‘Lean here will know none of 
your secrets, for she would sell her own brother to him, if 
he was here. I am afraid you’ll not be able to read this 
scrawl, as I am really in great haste, and remiiin, 

Y our sincere well-wisher, 

(Signed) D. CAMERON. 

P. S. You may trust the Bearer with anything you may 
have to say. 


J'lessrs. Hector lM*F4achernf i 
and Donald Livingston* J 

Gibraltar, lOM March, 1815. 

Your joint letter of the 6lh instant, was handed 
to me by honest John Somerville, and I am happy, on your 
own accounts, tliat you are still of the same way of think- 
ing, as it will afford me an opportunity of delivering so 
many people from bondage, and not only that, but even to 
save your lives, which is every day in dtuiger from both So- 
(euse and Scioux. — Besides, if the country was both peace- 
able and good, Captain M^Uonnell’s violent and foolish con- 
duct would drive all honest men out of it, as none but 
rogues and robbers will answer his purpose. — You tell me 
that John MYicar will, perhaps, become a Canadian yet; 
1 certainly have great cause to be displeased with him for 
his violent conduct and abusive language to me last fall, and 
could even get him tried for his life, but still my humanity 
is^such us to pardon all that. — If he will acknowledge his 
fliult, and make application to me fora passage, he shall 
have it, and 1 pledge my word and honour that nothing 
shall be attempted against him for his past coiiducf, as I am 
much more inclined to save the lives of poor p&t)pie than f 
am to mean revenge against a courtfryman, who, 1 am told, 
is the sou of an honest respectable man. M^Eachi rn, and 
any others lliat chooses to come here, shall be made wel- 
come, and shall be protected against any insuU.~As for any 
money any of you had in their hands, they will make such 
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accounts against all married men for (he maintenance of 
their families^ that there irill not be a penny coming to 
them. You need not expect any justice whatever from them 
here, but, perhaps, yon may get it elsewhere by law ; how- 
ever, the surest way is to get whatever you can out of their 
store, and I will take any article that can be of use here off 
of your hands, and pay you in Canada for them ; ray door 
is open to any one that chooses to come, at all times, and 
weUI make the best shift we can for living till spring. 

I remain, 

Your sincere well-wisher, 

(Signed) D. CAMERON. 

The originals of the above letters were given in by If. 
M^Eachern with his deposition, taken, upon oath, at Mon- 
treal, in October 1815. 


To the Senants of the Honourable HiuUons Baj/ Company, and 
those of the Settlement of Red River, 

IVIy Lads, 

You have once already been fully apprized 
by a gentleman liere, that in all our endeavours to bring^ 
the prisoner, Mr. Miles M^Donell, to justice, the smallest 
intention to in jure your persons, public or private property, 
as well as that of your employers, was never by me in 
contemplation. As several of yon were not then present, 
and are probably now deluded by your employers, by 
advising you to act contrary to law, I think it necessary, 
once more for all, to advise you as a fellow-subject, to pay 
due respect, submission, and obedience, to the law of our 
blessed constitution. — And I further declare, that any per- 
son or persons who shall be found in future attempting, 
by any means, to rescue and screen the prisoner from justice, 
shall immediately be considered as accomplices in his crimes, 
and treated accordingly. That your own good sense and 
judgment may dictate (o you , free of party spirit, a true 
sense of the impropriety of viQlaling, or acting in direct 
opposition to, your country’s laws, is, my Lads, the sincere 
wish of your well-wisher, 

(Signed) D1 CAMERON, 

Captain, Voyageur Carps, 
Conmianding Officer, Red River* 
Red River, Indian Territory, ^ - 

June 7 j 1815 . 
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Deposition of Michael McDonnell. 

hfontreal, > Michael M^Do^nell, lafe of Red River, 
to wity $ in the tcrrilpries of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, a clerk in the service of Earl Selkirk at Red River 
aforesaid, now at the city of Montreal, in the province 
of Lower Canada, makcih oath, Tliat about the eighteenth 
day of April last, the deponent, being then a clerk in the 
service of the Earl of Selkirk as aforesaid, was apprehended 
and made prisoner by the servants of the North- VVest Com- 
pany, under a warrant under the hand and seal of A, Nor- 
man M‘Leod, Esq. for an alledged breach of the peace, 
and was conveyed and detained a prisoner at a fort or post 
in the possession of the said North-West Company, at a 
place Called the Forks, at Red River aforesaid.— -That while 
the deponent was detained at the said fort or post, the same 
was under the command and orders of one Duncan Cameron, 
a partner in the said North-West Company, in whose 
custody the deponent was. — ^Thaf, on or about the tenth 
day of June last, the deponent being still in the said fort, an 
attack was made by an armed force, composed of persons 
under the orders of the said Duncan Cameron (wlio were 
ftirnislicd with arms and ammunition for timt purpose iti 
the said fort,) on the settlement of (he colonists at Red 
River aforesaid, in the night of that day, and upon the 
return of the party to the said fort or post, the deponent 
heard one Cuthbert Grant, a man of the half-breed, and 
a clerk in the service of the said North-West Company, 
who had be(*n one of the party by which the said attack 
was made, declare, that not a man of the said settlement 
should put out his head the next day without being popped 
off, and this was said in the presence and hearing of the 
said Duncan Cameron, who acquiesced in, and approved of 
what was so said by the said Cuthbert Grant. That the 
day following the said parly of men sallied forth from the 
said fort about break of day to renew the attack on tfie Said 
settlement, and upon their return, the deponent heard the 
said Grant, and one Seraphim, also a clerk in the service 
of the said North-West Company, and others of the said 
party, speak of the attack which they had just made on the 
Government House in the. said settlement, in which it was 
said some of the tiers or persons residing in the colony 
had been wounded, and several of tlicm boasted of what 
they had ilonc. That the consequence of the said attacks 
vras a surrender of the said settlement to the said D»:: r 
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Cameron, and the houses and buildings of all descriptions 
were afterwards burnt by the persons aforesaid, being under 
the command and orders ol the said Duncan Cameron, and 
the settlers and inhabitants of the colony conveyed away 
by, or under, the orders of the said Duncan Cameron. — 
•That, after the destruction of the said settlement as afore- 
said, the deponent, while a prisoner in the said fort, was 
present at part of a speech made by Alexander M^Donell, 
one of the partners in the said North-West Company, to the 
persons in the said fort, in which he assured the Canadians, 
and Indians of the half-breed, by whom the said settlement 
had been destroyed, that they would be supported by the 
said North-West Company in every thing they had done. 
That the deponent has heard the said Duncan Cameron and 
Alexander M^Dbnell say, that the settlement aforesaid could 
not succeed without file countenance of the said North- 
West Company, and he has also heard them declare that 
there should be no settlement there. That while the depo- 
nent was a prisoner as aforesaid, various inducements were 
held out to him by the said Duncan Cameron and Alexander 
M^Donell, to enter into the service of the said North-West 
Company, which he declined doing. That while thedepo- 
Dent was in the said fort, he saw there horses, muskets, 
oannon, and farming utensils, which had belonged to the 
said colony, and which were then in the use of the persons 
in the said fort. 

(Signed) MICHAEL MCDONNELL. 

Sworn at Montreal, this 20th day of 
September, 18 15, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS M‘CORD, J. P. 


[E. ] 


• Deposition of John Cooptr. 

Home District, > The information of John Cooper, 
to uit. , late of Red 'River, in the district of 
Ossiniboia, territories of the Hudson’s Ray Company, who, 
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, 'saith, that he 
went from Orkney, in the year 18 IR,^ an indenteil servant, 
and arrived .at Red River in aut)^nw^2, along with Miles 
Macdonell) Esq. governor of ||^lt^Kment, and continu^ 
under b& command till the expiration of his contract in 
1814, at which time he, the deponent, was entitled to a free 
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passage home, and might have gone home if he had desired 
it, but he preferred remaining at Red River as a settler* — 
That he married about the end of the year 1813, and that 
next spring, before his contracted period of service was 
expired, he was allowed to plant a .piece of ground with 
potatoes for his own use, from which he had an abundant 
crop. — That roost of the crops had been reaped while 
the deponent was absent from <he settlement, but he was 
informid that the crops of wheat and barley were good ; 
that he, the deponent, had no intention of leaving Red 
River, and never applied to the North-West Company 
for the means of going away; but that early last winter 
Mr. Duncan Cameron, master of the trading post of the said 
North-West Company on Red River, advised him, depo- 
nent, to go to Canada, and offered to procure the means of 
conveyance for him, saying, that he should be brought to 
a good couniry, where the settlers might save their lives, 
and be in a good situation. He, the said Duncan Cameron, 
also told him, deponent, that the Indians intended to destroy 
the settlers at Red River, men, women, and children, and 
were restrained only by the influence of himself, the said 
Duncan Cameron; that these representations were repeated 
to the deponent several different times before he agreed to 
come away from the settlement, and he did not agree till he 
heard that a great many of the other settlers had resolved 
to go. That oil the morning of the day wlien the cannon 
of the colony were taken away by the settlers, George 
Campbell came to the house of Neil McKinnon, where 
deponent resided, and read to them a paper or letter from 
the said Duncan Cameron, saying, that llie settlers must 
take the cannon, otherwise they would themselves be in 
danger from them. He, deponent, would not agree to 
assist ill removing the cannon, but agreed to go along with 
George Campbell into the bouse occupied by the officers of 
the settlement, in order to deliver Mr. Duncan Cameron’s 
letter ; that, while they were thus engaged, the cannon had 
been taken out by others of the settlers, and .placed on 
sledges, on which they were carried away; and when he, 
deponent, came out of the house, he saw the said Duncan 
Cameron, who was coming out of a wood at a short distance, 
and went with the settlers and the cannon to his own fort or 
trading post, where he took in the cannon, and entertained, 
with drams, all those had assisted in bringing them. — 
That the deponent sa^f^^|iftet left the settlement, and went 
to another trading pdsi^fRi^ North-West Company, from 
which he returned in the mouth of May, and staid for ten 
or tntjlvc days at the aforesaid fort on Red River.> where he 
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saw a grtal nilmber of men assembled. There were many 
more of the Canadian servants of the North-West Company 
than had been there during the winter.— Also, about thirty 
half-Indians, who expressed violent hostility against the 
seillement. — He, deponent, had been, in the course of the 
.winter, in the plains near Pembina, where he saw the same 
half-Indians, and heard them express the same hostility 
against the settlement ; but the deponent never saw any 
thing of the same kind during the two preceding uAiters ; 
that, on the contrary, many of the same half-Indians were 
then in the habit of trading with the officers of the settle- 
ment, and supplying them with buffiiloc meat and other 
game, which they refused to sell last winter. 

(Signed) JOHN COOPER, 

Sworn before nrie, at York, the 
J2ih day of February, 1816. 

tSignetl) ALEXANDER WOOD, J. P. 


[F. ] 

Deposition of Robert Sutherland. 

Home District,! The information of Robert Slither- 
to xmty ) land, late of Red River, in the district 
of Ossiniboia, territories of (he Hudson’s Bay Company. 
DeponcMit being duly sworn on the floly Evangelists, saitli, 
that he arrived at Red River in June 1814, and was well 
pleased with the appearance of the country ; that the crops 
which he saw in the ensuing harvest were very good; and 
the wheat was good. That he, deponent, understood that 
the settlers in general were as well pleased as himself, nor 
tliouglit of leaving the country (ill after the arrest of 
Mr. Spencer ; and the deponent is of opinion, that if 
Mr. Spencer had not been taken away, none of the settlers 
would have thought of leaving the country. That the 
de(Kincnt never ob^rved any app^rance of hostility among 
the Indians, whom they, the settlers, saw daring the summer, 
nor ftttertaiiied any apprehension of danger, till they, the 
settlers, heard from the servants of the North-West Com* 
liany, that Duncan Cameron, m^ter of this trading post of 
the said Company, told dep^ikdl and his wife, that the , 
Indians would come in the"^ spring/ and murder all the 
settlers, after he, Duncan Oimerdn, would leave the place 
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in the spring, when the Indians would certainly murder 
them all. Duncan Cameron also said, that Miles Mao- 
donell, E|q. governor of the settlement, would have no 
provisions to give to the settlers, unless he (Miles Mac- 
donell) would take it by force, as he had done before; for 
that reason, Duncan Cameron told deponent and his wife, 
that they might have a passa^ to Canada, if they chose ; 
and said to deponent and his wife, they should not only have 
a free passage to Canada, but that the Government would 
give them lands and provisions for a year ; or, if Govern- 
ment did not do so, the North-West Company would. 
That deponent was with the said Duncan Cameron about 
half an hour; deponent^s wife went with him; and that 
Cameron, during that time, told them of the intentions of 
the Indians, after he (Cameron) left the place ; and pro- 
mised deponent and his wife a passage to Canada, free of 
expense, lands and provisions, as stated before. That depo- 
nent and his wife had gone to the said Cameron, in conse- 
quence of the reports about the Indians, and for the purpose 
of asking a passage from the said Cameron. — Deponent 
frequently heard Cameron say, that he was a King’s officer, 
and that Miles Macdonell, Esq. had no authority from the 
King, or no lawful authority. Deponent heard a letter read 
by George Campbell, one of the settlers, from Duncan Ca- 
meron, saying, that it was necessary for the settlers to take 
possession of the cannon of the colony, in order to prevent 
mischief; and that he, Duncan Cameron, would indemnify 
the settlers from the consequences of taking them. — That 
deponent was present when the settlers, in pursuance of this 
advice, did seize upon and carry away the cannon ; that as 
soon as they had possession of them, a shot was fired ; which 
deponent believes to have been intended as a signal ; and 
that, iinn^ed lately after, the said Duncan Cameron came out 
of a wood, where he bad been concealed, at a short distance, 
along with Cuthbert Grant, and William Shaw, clerks in 
the service of the North-West Company, and a party of 
armed men, who conducted the guns to the fort, .or trading 
post of the said Company, when each of the settlers present 
at the taking of theguiis, got a dram. — Deponent says, that 
in the month of January, when Miles Macdonell, Esq. set 
out for Pembina, a number of the young men at the settle- 
ment were desired to go with him to the plains, in order to 
procure buffaloc meat ; they refusetl to go. Deponent heard 
the said Duncan Cameron^, that Miles Macdonell would 
not be able to get any mcwt in the plains, beciiuse he had 
not paid his hunters last year, and none would hunt for him^ 
now ; and deponent believes that it was in consecin cr 
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these representations, that the settlers retused to go with the 
said Miles Macdoncll to the plains. 

Deponent says, that on the cannon being put into the 
French fort, the settlers returned to their houses, where they 
staid a few days, and then went on with George Campbell, 
.about three days journey; when George Campbell told 
them, that William Shaw was made prisoner, and they, the 
settlers, must go back and relieve him, the said Shaw ; that 
the settlers were all armed, and had powder and shot, and 
that they did return; that William Shaw was liberated 
without their assistance, and they again set out on their 
journey. 

His 

(€igncd) ROBERT + SUTHERLAND. 
Mark. 

Sworn before me, at York, the 
17th February, 1816. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER WOOD, J. P. 


[G. ] 

Deposition of Angus M^Kaj/. 

Home Dislriclj > The information of Angus M‘Kay, 
to u'it. $ late of Red River, in the district of 
Ossiniboia, and territory of the Hudson’s Bay ('ompany, 
who saith, that it is consistent with his kriov\Udge, that 
when Miles Macdonell, Esq. governor of the country of 
Ossiniboia, set out from the Forks of Red River, in the 
month of January, last year, he desired that a number of 
the young men should go with him to the plains, in order 
to procure provisions for themselves and the rest of the 
settlers ; but that they refused to go, having been led to 
believe, that it was his intention to rojb the North* VV’^est 
Company of their provisions, instead of procuring rticm 
fairly. — That the deponent was, Jn dread of the Indians; 
baying been told by officers of tifie North-West Company, 
that the Indians intended to murder all the settlers; and he 
was also in fear of want of provisions ; in consequence of 
which, the deponent upptietl to Duncan Cameron, master of 
the North-West Company’s trading jpost, by whom he was 
assured that all the settlers should rt^ceive lands in Upper 
Canada; and if Government would not give them, the 
North-West Company would. 
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That in the month of March, it was reported among the 
settlers, that Mr. Archibald McDonald bad said, that the 
cannon should be mounted on the large boat, to prevent the 
settlers from going away ; and, that the same had been said 
by three Irish labourers in the service of the colony ; which 
reports created great uneasiness among the settlers ; that 
on a Saturday evening, about the end of March, George 
Campbell, communicated to John Matheson, junior, and to 
the deponent, a plan for seizing the cannon on the following 
Monday, at the time when the settlers would be assembled 
at the store-house of the colony, to receive their monthly 
supply of provisions ; and that the said George Campbell 
read them a letter from the said Duncan Cameron, saying, 
that all the settlers, who wished to go to Canada, must help 
to take the cannon ; and George Campbell also read to the 
deponent a copy of a letter from the said Duncan Cameron 
to Archibald McDonald, ordering him to deliver up the 
cannon, because they were used to stop the King’s highway, 
meaning the navigation of the river; and declaring ihat the 
cannon sliould be taken only to prevent harm, and not to 
make any bad use of (hem. — 'Phat, on the followiiig day, 
the said George Campbell, with the deponent, and John 
Matheson, communicated this order to (he rest ol the settlers 
who had as^ mblcd for divine service. — That, on the fore- 
noon of Monday, (he settlers assembled as had been agreed 
upon ; and after most of them had received their sup[)ly of 
provisions, George Campbelhiook the deponent and another 
of the settlers with him into the house, to deliver a letter to 
Mr. Archibald McDonald, which the deponent understood 
to be the order from Mr. Duncan Cameron, to deliver up 
the cannon — That Mr. McDonald did not attempt to resist, 
but called three witnesses, (one Kilbride was one of them ; 
deponent does not know the others,) to attest that they were 
taken by force against his will; that, in the mean time, 
others of (he settlers had taken the cannon out of tin* store; 
and when the deponent came out of the house, they were 
nearly ready to be carried away, on the sledges which had 
been prepared. — That when they were ready, oiie of the 
settlers, whom tlie deponent believes to have been Robert 
Gunn, fired a shot, and that Mr. Duncan Cameron then 
came forward, and met the settlers at the distance of thirty 
or forty yards from the Jiouse, when he shook hands witb 
some of them, signifying liis pleasure at what they had 
done. — That the dc|)0neiit afterwards lef: the Red River, 
and came to Canada in the canoes of the North-West Com- 
pany, and was for some time at Fort William on his way, 
where he heard several of the clerks of the North-West 
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Company' say, that the Company were in no fear of the 
consequaices of what they had done at Red River. — The 
persons who went in to deliver Ihe order to M'Donald, to 
deliver the cannon, were deponent, Andrew M‘Beth, and 
George Campbell, who went in first. 

(Signed) • ANGUS M‘KAY. 

Sworn before me, at Yorh, in the 
Home District, Province of Upper 
Canada, the lOlh day of February, 

J8i6. 

(Signet!) ALEXANDER WOOD, J. P. 


[ »• ] 

Deposition of Neil McKinnon. 

Horne District,} Infoumation of Neil M^^innoii, 
York, to ziit, ^ late of Red River, in the district of 
Osstniboia, territories of the Iludsoirs Bay Company. 

Deponent beinp duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, 
sailb, that he arrived at Red River aforesaid, in the year 
1812, that the Indians always l>e[iavcd in a very friendly 
mariner to the sctllers, and they never had any fear of them 
till last winter. — Mr. Duncan Cameron, master of the trading 

K )st of the North-West Company at the Forks of Red 
iver, told the settlers, that the Indians had determined to 
murder them all, unless they would quit the settlement. — 
Deponent heard this story from George Campbell. — That 
about the month of January last, the said Duncan Cameron 
advised deponent to go to Canada, and offered to give him 
a passage in the canoes of the North-West Company. Ca- 
meron said Canada was a good country, and he would take 
him to Montreal. That on the day when the cannon were 
taken away by the settlers, deponent was at John Matheson’s 
house, about a quarter of a mile distant, and saw a party of 
men conceal themselves in a cluirfp of wood within a short 
distance* of the house belonging to the governor of the 
colony, where they waited till the settlers had brought out 
the cannon, and then came forward to receive them, and 
convey them to the fort, or trading post of the North-West 
Company. — ^That when deponent went away from Red 
River, deponent had some implements of agriculture out of 
the store of the colony ; that when he was coming away, he 
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asked Mr# Duncan Cameron whether he should return them 
into the $tore of the colony. Cameron said, put them 
‘‘ into my store ; if Lord Selkirk has any riglrt to them they 
shall be returned to him, but they are marked down against 
you in the books, and you will have to pay for them 
whether or not and he did deliver into the store of the 
North- West Company, two hoes, one axe, and one spade. 
He also gave in other articles belonging to himself, and 
deponent received seven or eight pounds for them from 
Duncan Cameron after he had come to Fort William on 
Lake Superior. Deponent thought that by delivering back 
these things he would not have to pay for them hereafter. 

His 

(Signed) NEIL + MCKINNON. 

Mark. 

Sworn before me, at York, 

I6th February, 1816, 

(Signed) ALEXANDER WOOD, J. P. 


[ I- ] 

Deposition of Michael Kilbride* 

District of > The information of Michael Kilbride, taken 
Ussiniboia* $ upon oath before me. Miles Macdonell, Esq. 
one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace in said district. 

Deponent declares, that on Monday, the 3rd of April 
instant, about one o’clock, P. M. George Csutipbell entered 
the servant’s bouse, and told him, that they were going to 
take away the field-pieces. Deponent told the said George 
Campbell that that was a bad business. Campbell replied, 
that they could not help it, as it was Captain Cameron’s 
orders that the field*pieces should be taken to liis fort till 
the settlers left this country ; and the said George Campbell, 
at the same time, shewed deponent a pair of pocket pistols, 
which he thinks was done with the intention of frightening 
him. Deponent went out to inform Mr. Bourke, but could 
not find him. He then saw the artillery oti horse-sledges, 
George Baniierraan taking hold of a small howitzer, and 
Robert Gunn standing opposite the door of one of the store- 
houses with a^un across his breast, which he fired as soon 
as the artillery were drawn away. — Immediately Mr. Duu- 
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cao Caneron, with a gun in bis band, was seen coming out 
of (lie wood, at the bead of a party of armed men. When 
be came to the settlers, deponent saw him shake bands with 
them, and beard him exclaim, ‘‘ Well done, my hearty 
Allows!” and ask them if there were any more. Tte 
deponent also saw John Early with Mr. Cameron’s party, 
and Donald M‘Ktunon, John Murray, and others, guarding 
the outer door of the Government Building, during the^time 
the settlers were carrying away the field-pieces. 

His 

MICHAEL + KILBRIDE. 

Mark. 

Sworn at Red River Settlement, this 
25(h day of April, 1815, before me, 

MILES MACDONELL, .1. P. 


[K. ] 

Deposition of John Bourke. 

District of} The information of Mr. John Bourke, 
Ossiniboia, ) taken upon oath before me, Miles Macdonell, 
liq. one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace in said 
district. 

Deponent declares, that on Monday, the 3rd day of April 
ifistant, the settlers assembled there to be supplied wiUi pro- 
visions, and that about the hour of one, P. M. of the same 
day, he saw several pieces of tibe coloiiial artillery on a 
horse-sledge, and that he laid hold of oner'of them to take it 
off, but was seized by several of the setllersi and told to keep 
off. Deponent then attempted to get into the mess-room^ 
where Messrs. White and McDonald were, to inform them 
of what was going on, but was stopped by Donald Mac- 
kinnon, John Munra|[, and others. Deponent afteiivards 
end^voured to get into the store^house, where he had been 
^rving out the provisions, but Hvas kept back by Robert 
Gunn^ who guarded the door with a gun across his breast. 
Deponent further says, that he had not remained long out- 
side till those who guarded the outer door of the main build- 
ing told him that he might now enter. Deponent further 
d^lares, that be saw Mr. Duncan Cameron, of the North- 
West Company, at the head of a party of armed men 
coming out of the wood> and as he approached the settlers. 
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heard him cry out not to be afraid. Deponent afterwards 
went into the store-housC) where the field-pieces were, and 
found that all of them were carried away, aud also a small 
howitzer. 

JOHN P. BOURKE, 

Sworn at Red River Settlement, the '' 

S5th day of April, IS 15, before me, 

MILES MACDONELL, J. P. 


[ L. ] 

Deposition of Hector M^Eachem. 

Montrealf^ Hector M^Eaciiern, late of the colony 
to wit. f of Red River, within the territories of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, in North America, now at the 
city of Montreal, in the province of Lower Canada, taylor, 
make! h oath, that he was employed in the service of the 
said colony for nearly three years previous to the month of 
June last, and lived there with his wife and family. That 
after some difficulties which they encountered in the first 
winter after they arrived, were got over, the colonists, and 
the servants employed in the service of the colony, were 
wellsatisfird with their situation; they found the soil and 
climate excellent, and great facility in obtaining food ; and 
there was none of them that did not desire to remain in the 
country. This disposition prevailed till the agents and ser- 
vants of the Nortli-West Company, and particularly one 
Duncan Cameron, a partner in that Company, employed 
themselves in exciting dissatisfaction in the minds of some 
of the settlers and servants, whom they endeavoured to 
induce to abandon the colony, and go over to the North- 
West Company; by which great promises of iid vantage 
were made to them. — ^That before these intrigues were prac- 
tised, every body looked forward to the rapid improvement 
of the colony ; the settlers were so well pleased with it, that 
they had written to invite their friends in Scotland to follow 
them ; and the indented servants, who had a right to a pas- 
sage home, preferred remaining as settlers, and applied to 
Captain McDonnell for land, that they might become per- 
manent settlers in the colony. That the said Duncan Ca- 
meron, as the deponent believes, in order to increase his 
influence and authority, gave himself out as being a captain 

c 
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in the King’s military service, and wore regimentals, with a 
sword, &c.~And one Seraphim, a clerk under him, was 
said to be his ensign. That a short time before the attack 
on the settlement in June last, the said Cameron, the better 
to confirm the belief of his military rank and tnilhority, 
posted over the gate of the place called Fort Gibraltar, 
written papers, the purport of which was to give him such 
rank and authority: and on his way down, at a trading 
post of the North-West Company, called Fort William, 
the deponent saw new regimental dresses, which had been 
received for partners in the North-West Company ; and he 
saw two of the said partners there dressed in military uni- 
form. That no apprehensions were felt by the colonists at 
Red River, upon the score of the Indians, the best under- 
standing having subsisted l)etween tlicm : the Soutoux 
nation dwelling on and near Red River, in particular, were 
always kind and obliging, and secerned better disposed 
towards the settlers than towards the North-West Company: 
they even continued to hunt as usual for the settlers, after 
the Canadians and Indians of the half-breed, under the influ- 
ence of the North-West Company, had refused to do so. 
The persons who took part with the North-West Company, 
and under their influence, and at their instigation, became 
unfriendly to the settl ts, were the said Canadians and 
Indians of the halt-breed, who might altogether be in num- 
ber about ninety or one hundred. The said Canadians con- 
sist of men from Lower Canada, who came to the country 
in the service of the North-West Company, and have been 
discharged, and now live with Indian women, and of persons 
of the same description, who are still in the service of that 
Company; and the said Indians of the )mlf-breed maybe 
thirty or forty in niflnber, and are the natural children of 
persons in the service of the North-West Company, by 
Indian women; and many of them are employed in the same 
service. 

That the deponent was at Fort Gibraltar, when nine or 
ten Indiahs of the Cree nation were brought thither by 
Alexander M^Donell, one of the partners of the North-West 
Company, in May or June la%t. They were feasted and 
kept drunk in the said fort for several days, and were then 
sent to speak to Captain M^Donell ; and two or three days 
after went away. That while the deponent was at the said 
Fort Gibraltar, as aforesaid, he, the deponent, saw there in 
the hands of the North-West Company, nine pieces of can- 
non, which had been provided and used for the defence of 
the settlement at Red River; and which had been, a lew 
months before, stolen and carried away from thence, and 
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brought to the said fort; where, upon one occasion, the 
deponent saw two of them used, and fired from4 

(Signed) HECTOR M‘EACHERN. 
Sworn at Montreal, this 5lh 
December, 1815, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS M‘CORD, J, P: 


[ M. ] 

Deposition of Hector McLeod. 

Home District, > Hectoh M‘Leod, late of the district 
York, to wit. > of Ossiniboia, being duly sworn, saitb, 
that he was engaged along with several others of the settlers 
at the Red River, in seizing upon and carrying away, and 
delivering up to the North-West Company several pieces of 
cannon, I he properly of the Earl of Selkirk, which had 
been provided for the defence of the settlement ; that he, the 
deponent, was induced to join in this act, by the assurances 
of Gci rge Campbell and others, who represented that Miles 
Macdonell, governor of the said district of Ossiniboia, would 
use force to prevent the settlers from going away ; and that, 
unless the cannon were taken away from him, they would 
never be able to go away; and (hat if (bey remained, the 
settlers would all be murdered by the Indians. That he, the 
deponent, saw a letter, which was read to him by John 
Matheson, or George Campbell, from Duncan Cameron, 
one of the partners of the North-West Company, ordering 
the settlers to take away the cannonfi|^ and warranting that 
he, the said Duncan Cameron, would indemnify them from 
any penal consequences ; and he, the deponent, believes 
that the said Duncan Cameron had authority to act as he 
did ; as he bad frequently heard him say, that he was a 
King’s officer ; and that on the day the cannon*were seized 
as aforesaid, the said Duncan Cameron came, with several 
of his clerks and other persons in the service of the North- 
West Company, to meet the settlers, and received the can- 
non from them, and carried them away to the trading post 
of the said North-West Company in the neighbourhood, 
where he, the deponent, has frequently seen the said cannon 
afterwards mounted on carriages and prepared for service. 

That he, the deponent^ bad received from Miles Mac- 
donell, Essq. a musket in trust, to be used for bis own defence, 
and that of the 8d;tlecDentr 
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carried to the said trading post of the North-West Com* 
pany, and there delivered it to the said Dnncan Cameron, 
or some person authorised by him ^t^nd that the said musket 
wasthgTe left by the deponent, md was neither brought 
away by him, nor restored to the stores of the settl(?ment~ 
That he, the deponent, was for several days, in the month 
of June last, at a camp at Frog Plain, along with a number 
of half-Indians, Canadians, and others, under the command 
of Alexander M^Doneli, a partner of the North-West Com- 
pany, by whom he was frequently stationed as a centinel, 
to see that no boat should pass down the river without his 
permission. That during his stay in this camp, he knew 
that the said lialf-Indians had made prisoners of several of 
the settlers who were remaining peaceably in their own 
houses; and he saw them ride over the cultivated ground 
belonging to several of the said settlers, in such a manner as 
to tread down and destroy their crops. The settlers brought 
away, were Alexander Sutherland, Adam Sutherland, George 
Sutherlarul, Catherine Sutherland, Catherine iV14*herson, 
John Smith, his wife, four sons, and two daughters. The 
said people were brought away against their wills ; f liat the 
party who went for them were headed by Mr. 1VI‘ Lean, a 
clerk of the North-West Company, and that some of the 
party were armed with loaded guns. Deponent heard said 
iVPLean tell the settlers, unless they came away, the half- 
Indians would burn their houses about them. Deponent 
saw a party go from the North-West fort; the party were 
headed by Mr. Grant, Mr. Shaw, of the North-West (Com- 
pany, and Early, one of the settlers, for the purpose of 
burning the houses of the settlement. — Deponent saw them 
set fire to Captain Macdonell’s house ; that is, Miles Mac- 
donell. Esq. governoi^f the territory. Two big houses, 
the horse mill, and several other houses, with the store- 
houses, were burnt. — He, deponent, saw the party assist in 
getting out the goods out of the houses, before they set them 
on fire, and during the time they were burning ; that the 
horses, hoes, spades, and axes, were sold to the North-West 
Company ; and the settleirs were paid for them by Duncan 
Cameron, who gave at the rate c k one dollar for an axe. 

His 

HECTOR + MCLEOD. 

Mark. 

Sworn before me, at York, in 
the Home District, Province 
of Upper Canada, the 14fth 
February, 1816. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER WOOD, J. P. 
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Depotiiion of George Sutherland. 

Geobob Sdtherlano, late settler at Red River, saith, 
that on or about the 4th day of April last, he and James 
M'Kay, settler, received a note by the hands of John Mathe- 
SOB, Jan. the following of which is a copy: — 

I do hereby order James M‘Kay, and George 
Sutherland, to give up their muskets in the King’s name. 

D. CAMERON, 

Gibraltar. V. C. 

Deponent would not obey the order: Matheson then 
wanted to know where his musket was, and as deponent 
had it concealed, he would not tell him. On or about the 
15th of April last, a party of the late settlers and North- 
West Company’s servants, consisting of about thirty men, 
entered deponent’s house, took out his musket, and gave it to 
George Campbell. Deponent asked it back severfd times, 
but could not get it* George Campbell threatened to lash 
him on one of the sledges, and carry him a prisoner to the 
North-West Company’s fort, and William Sutherland pre- 
sented his gun at him. Several of the late settlers repeat^Iy 
came to deponent’s house with messages from Mr. Duncan 
Cameron, that he would still take him with the rest to 
Canada, if he would go. On or about the 11th of June 
last, deponent, Adam Sutherland, bis brother, and Allan 
Smith, went up to the Government House, and when they 
returned home they were told by John Smith, that others 
of the settlers had been taken away by the party of the 
North-West Company’s servants, and half-breeds, com- 
manded by Mr. Lauchlin McLean, a clerk in the service of 
the North-West Company, to an encampment they had 
formed at Frog Plain. When deponent, his brother, and 
Allan Smith, arrived at their house, they' found their bag- 
gage packed up, and some of the North-West Company’s 
servants and half-breeds soon afterwards arrived, and forced 
them to go to the encampment at the Frog Plain. The 
same party took deponent’s trading gun and powder-horn, 
ivhich were never returned. Deponent declares, that Mr. 
Alexander M^Donell, a partner of the North-West Com- 
pany, who had the command, went into the teof 
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settlers were^ and told them, as they were countiymen of 
his, he would be candid with them in telling them, that 
they (m. the North-West Company,) were tne means of 
saving them from the half-breeds, as it was quite uncertain 
but that they would kill (hrm in the night if they remained 
in their houses. Deponent also saith, that Mr. Alexander 
M‘Donell sent Mr. Laiichlin McLean for a piece of paper 
to write down their names, and he began at the top with 
Prisoners of W ar,” with their names annexed. After this, 
deponent heard Mr. Alexander MM )oneU say in English, 
to Mr. Laiichlin McLean, to tell the settlers in Gaelic, that 
it was of no use to conceal what their intentions were, that 
they would lake them prisoners to Canada if they did not 
consent to go as the others did. Deponent answered if he 
was obliged to go, he would rather go as a prisoner, as he 
knew theie was nolhins: against him. Deponent argued in 
behalf of the rest, and at lust was told by Mr. Alexander 
M^Doncll, that he was a devil of a brat of a boy, and, as 
he was young, what sense had he more than the rest He 
then gave deponent and the rest a few minutes to make up 
their minds what to do. Deponent then called Allan Smith 
oat of the tent to consult with biro, but was soon after told 
by Mr. William Shaw, that Mr. M^Donell wanted him. 
A man, under the name of a constable, then clapped his 
hand on deponent’s shoulder, and Mr. M‘Doncll told him 
that he was a prisoner in the King’s name. Deponent 
arguing with Mr. M‘Donell, was told by him, if he did not 
keep quiet, that he would get him stripped, and would 
make the people in the camp flog him. Deponent was then 
pat into a separate (ent from his friends. Mr. Duncan 
Cameron arrived at the camp and inquired where deponent 
and the rest of the settlers were. Deponent answered and 
went out. He was repeatedly told by Mr. Duncan Cameron 
ta be silent, if not, that he would be put in irons. A few 
days after that, deponent was removed to a camp where the 
North-West Company had erected a battery close to the 
Government House of Red River settlement. The camp 
consisted of about sixty men, North-West Company’s 
servants, half-breeds, and some'’ of the late settlers and 
servants of Red River settlement, all under the command of 
Mr. Alexander M^Donell. Deponent heard Mr. f^auchlin 
McLean, Donald McKinnon, and others, saying (hat they 
would have Captain Miles Macdonell dead or alive. 

After cl^'poiient was liberated, he went twice to the North* 
West Company's fort for his trading gun and his brother’s. 
Mb. Alexander M^Donell told deponent, be was such a good 
lawyer^ that he should not get the guns till he tried it. 
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Depdnent called some of the people around him aswitnessee 
that bis private property was taken from him by force. 

GEOKGE SUTHERLAND. 
Sworn at Winnipic Settlemenf, Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s Territories, 1 1th day 
of August, 1813, before me, 

ARCHIBALD M‘DONALD, 

CounseUor, 


[ O. ] 


Deposition of Patrick McNally. 

Patricr M^Nolty, late settler at Red River^saith, that 
on or about the 19th day of June last, Hector M^Eachem, 
James Pinkman, and Peter Dunn, came from the North- 
West Company’s fort at the Forks of Red River, to depo- 
nent’s house, and told him that if he did not leave liis house, 
he and his family would be in danger of losing their lives, 
and that it was by orders of Captain Cameron they came to 
inform him. In consequence of these threats deponent, with 
his wife and children, left his house and slept in an open 
boat upon the river that night. On the following itiurning 
deponent went to Mr. Cameron, to ask protection from hica 
to proceed down the river, on his way to Jack River, as he 
was afraid of being murdered by Mr. Duncan Cameron’s 
servants if he attempted to go down the river without his 
permission. Mr. Cameron told deponent that he could not 
go till the whole of the colony went together, for as he had 
been ordered to leave the country, he was determined to 
drive out all the settlers, and when they were gone, he would 
not leave a stick of the buildings one upon the otlicr. Depo- 
nent was therefore forced to fly from his house and lands, 
and left behind him one rood of land prepared for turnip 
seed, produce of the crop valued at - -- <£300 
Buflfaloe wool, valued at - - - - - 10 0 0 

One featlier bed and household furni- 
ture, valued at------^ 

Land prepared for potatoes, produce ) 
of the crop valued at $ 


2 0 0 
8 0 0 


£23 0 0 
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Sworn at Winnipic Settlemeat, Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s Territories, this 5th day 
of August) 1815) b^ore me, 

ARCHIBALD MACDONALD, QmueUor. 


WUness^ 


Colin Robertson, 
James White, Surgeon. 


[P-] 

Deposition of Alexander McLean* ^ 

Mr. Alexander McLean, late settler, Red River, 
saitb, that Mr. Duncan Cameron told him that any of the 
settlers, who would go to Canada, should have from the 
North-West Company two hundred acre^f land, twelve 
months provisions gratis, and a free passage. Deponent also 
saitb, that he was told by the said Mr. Duncan Cameron, 
that he would pledge the word of the North-West Com- 
pany for the fulhiment, and that he himself has, at different 
times, been solicited by Mr. Duncan Cameron, Mr. J. Dugald 
Cameron, partners of the North-West Company, to leave 
Red River settlement, and as an enticement for him to do 
so, was offered between seven and eight hundred pounds 
sterling ; besides they promised that he should be placed in 
an independent situation* Mr. Duncan Cameron also pro- 
mised Mr. McLean two hundred pounds out of bis own 

S ckel, and bis servants* wages to be paid for three years. 

r. J. Dugald Cameron told Mr. McLean that ways and 
means were taken for the destruction of the colony in less 
than two years. Mr. M'Lean also deposes, that on or about 
Thursday, the 22nd day of June last, a party of half-breeds 
entered his house, and what they said was interpreted to 
him by S. Fidler, that he, with his wife and family, must 
leave his house, or else it would be set on hre about their 
heads. The next day, Mr. McLean removed to the Govern- 
ment House \¥itli the greater part of his property, and on 
Saturday following, he bad the mi8|Drtuiie to see their threat 
accomplished by his bouse being burnt to the ground. 

(Signed) A. M‘LEAN. 
Sworn aiWinnipic Settlement, Hudson’s 
Bay Territories, this 5th day of August, 

1815, before me, 

ARCHIBALD MACDONALD, Counsellor. 
C James White, Surgeon* 

Sif,A 'f 
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Deposition of Joseph Kenny. 

> Joseph Kenny, late of Red Ri?er, in the 
to $ territory of the Hudson’s Bay Company, now 
at the city of Montreal, in the Province of Lower Canada, 
labourer, maketh oath, that he was an indented servant in 
the service of' Earl ^Ikirk, in the colony at Red River 
aforesaid, during three years preceding the month of June 
last. — That while the deponent was in the service of the 
Earl of Selkirk aforesaid, some tinae in the month of February 
last, one James Smith, one of the settlers at Red River afore^ 
said, shewed to the deponent a letter addressed to him the 
said James Smith ; and whfch he had received from Duncan 
Cameron, one of the partners in the North-West Company, 
in which the said Duncan Cameron proposed to the settlers 
and servants of Earl Selkirk, at Red River aforesaid, to 
abandon their situations there, and come over to the trading 
post of the North-West Company, in the neighbourhood, 
called by them Gibraltar, assuring (he said James Smith, 
that the said settlers and servants would be well treated, be 
provided with a passage free of expense, and be conveyEli tp 
Montreal, in Lower Canada. That the said James Smith 
and others, in consequence of the inducements so held out 
to (hem by the said Duncan Cameron, did abandon the 
colony at Red River aforesaid, and werit over to the said 
North-West Company, by whom they were received and 
taken care of, and afterwards conveyed, ^ome of them to 
Upper Canada, and others (o Lower Canada. That the 
deponent was among the number of persons who abandoned 
the said colony, and went over to the said North-West 
Company, as aforesaid ; and it was about the fifth of June 
last, that the deponent left the said colony, and went to the 
said trading pos^called Gibraltar. That while the depo- 
nent was at the i^id trading post, as aforesaid, about two or 
three days previous to the eleventh of June last, h^ observe 
in the store of the said*North;West Company at the said 
trading post, a number of guns, with powder-horns and 
shot-bags, prepared and in order to be used, some of the 
guns being loaded, and the whole fit for immediate action. 
That, on the eleventh ^f June last, a party of half- Indians 
and Canadians, with some clerks in the service of the said 
North-West Company, were provided with the 
powder-horns, and shot-bags, prepared as aforesaid, wmclx 
"they received out of the said store, and sallied forth from 
the trading posU and made an attack on the settlements 
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said settlement for at least half an hour ; during which^ 
several persons of the said settlement were wounded. That, 
among the persons who so sallied forth, were one Seraphim, 
a Canadian, a clerk in the service of the said North-West 
Company, one Grant, and one Shaw, Indians of the half- 
breed, clerks in the service of the said North- WestCompany, 
and one Bostonois, also a half-Indian, and an interpreter, in 
the service of the said North-West Company. That, after 
the said firing ceased, the said party, with the said clerks 
at their bead^ returned shouting, and manifesting their 
exultation at what had taken place, to thes^^id trading post, 
where they were received by the said Duncan Cameron, 
who bad the command and charge of the said trading post, 
and who shook several of them by the hands, and expressed 
his satisfaction at their conduct. — That the deponent left 
the said trading post two or three days afterwards, and was 
conveyed by the North-West Company in their canoes, to 
the said city of Montreal, where he arrived on the nineteenth 
day of the present month of October. — That, in coming 
down, thedeponent saw one Joseph Bellegrade, a Canadian, 
and others of the persons employed in making the said 
attack on the settlement at Red River, who were then at a 
tracing post of the said North-West Company, called Fort 
W illiam ; and the deponent was told by the said Bellegrade, 
that he and the said other persons were much dissatisfied 
with the said North-West Company, for not having ful- 
filled their promises to them, by which they bad been 
induced to make the said attack on the said settlement, and 
afterwards to burnpand destroy it altogether ; the said Belle- 

f radc mentioning at the some time, that what they bad so 
one, bad been done at the desire and by the instigation of 
the said North-West Company. 

(Signed) JOSEPH KENNY. 

Sworn at Montreal, the 21st 
October, 1815, before me, 

ELM. St, DIZIER, J. P. 


Deposition of Donald McKinnon. 

Montreal, > Dohalb McKinnon , late of the colony of 
to wit. 5 Sed River, in the tenitories of the Hudson’s 
Bay ^mpany, in North Anterica, now at the city of 
Montrealf in the Fcovince of Lower Canada, labourer, 
maketh oath, and saitb, that he emigrated from Scotland 
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in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve, lo reside in the said colony in the capacity of an 
indented servant, and arrived in the said colony in the same 

S ir, and remained there till the month of March last. 

at in or al>f)ut the latter end of last March, one George 
Canopbell, a settler in the said colony, proposed to the 
deponent to join him, the said Geor^ Campbell and others, 
in seizing nine pieces of cannon, which had been provided 
for the defence of the colony, and were then lodged in one 
of the buildings of Earl Selkirk, there ; and in conveying 
them away to a trading post of the North-West Company, 
in the neighbourhood of the colony, called Fort Gibraltar; 
the said George Campbell at the some time informing the 
deponent, that he had orders from Duncan Cameron, one 
of the partners of the said North-West Company, to seize 
and convey away the said cannon aforesaid. That the 
deponent, at the solicitation of the said George Campbell, 
as aforesaid, did join him in seizing and conveying the 
said cannon, as aforesaid ; and the said George Campbell, 
aided by the deponent, one George Bannerman, and other 
settlers of the said colony, did, in the latter end of the said 
month of March last, seize the said nine pieces of cannon, 
placed lliem on sleighs, and conveyed them to the said Fort. 
Gibraltar, where they met with the said Duncan Cameron, 
and two of his clerks, one Shaw and one Bostonois, opened 
the store of the said fort, and caused (he said nine pieces of 
cannQn to be lodged therein. That the deponent, in com- 
panywith his father and his family, left Red River afore- 
said, in June last, in the canoes of "tlhe North-West 
Company, and was conveyed by them to Fort William, 
one of the trading posts, where the deponent was compelled 
^ the said North-West Company, and in particular by 
Kenneth M'Kenfie, one of the partners in the said North- 
West Company, to separate himself from his father and 
family, and was brought down against his will to the said 
city of Montreal. 

(Signed) DONALD MCKINNON. 

Sworn at Montreal, this ISth day of 
December, 1815, before me, 

(Signed) ^ J. M. MONDELET, J. P. 


[S. ] 

Depo$ilim of Michael M‘DoHneB. 

Montreal, ^ MichaeIi M*Don NEiii.;) late of the coIon7 of 
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Bar CorApatiy> noff at the city of Montreali io tbeProtinoe 
of lx>wer Canada, maketh oath, that he is acquainted With 
one George CanUpbell, one of the colonists who emigrated 
from Scotland to settle in the said colony of Red Rlver.-^ 
That the said George Campbell came to the said colony iri 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and four- 
• teen, having arrived at one of the posts of the Hudsoii^s Bay 
Company on the sea coast, in the summer of the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, and 
remained there till the ensuing spring. — That, in the winter 
of the year one thousand eight hundred anc^fteen, the said 
George Campbell abandoned the said cdlony, and Went 
over tothe tradingpost of the North-West Corapfeiy, in the 
neigh bon rhooil of the said colony. That the said George 
Campbell, when he abandoned the said colony as aforesaid, 
headed a parly of the seltlers of the said colony, who went 
off with him : and he and the said party of seltlers feloni* 
ously stole and carried away with them, from the said colony, 
nine pieces of cannon, which had been provided for the de- 
fence of I he colony, and were placed in one of the buildings 
belonging to the Earl of Selkirk there, and which tliey con- 
veyed to the said trading post of the North-West Com- 

E my, called Fort Gibraltar, where they were received by 
uncan Cameron, one of the partners in the said North- 
West Company, who retained the same. — That the said 
George Campbell, in speaking to the deponent of the said 
transaction, told him that he liad so taken the said cannon 
by the desire of the said Duncan Cameron, and that he was 
not afraid of conSl'quences for having done so, fks h^^ad a 
written order from the said Cameron to justify 

That the said George Campbell, afterwards in ifae month 
of June last, assisted in the attack which was made by an 
armed tbree, proceeding from the said Fq^irt Gibraltar, on 
the sett h merit at Red River aforesaid, and, as this deponent 
believes, in the destruction of the said colony at Red River, 
which afterwards took place. That after the said colony 
bad been (lestroyed, the said George Campbell was brought 
with the greatest part of the settlers of the colony, by the 
North-West Company, to Upper Canada, and the depo- 
nent travelled in company with said Campbell as far as 
a trading. post of the said North-West Company, called Fort 
WilliJiin. — I'hat while tbe deponent was in confinement at 
Fort William aforesaid, under an illegal arrest to which he 
had been subjected by the procurement of the said North- 
^ West Company, the said George Campbell came to him, 
and in conversation mentioned that he had received one 
hundred pounds from the said North-West Company, 
which the deponent understood to be a reward for the part 



irbicR 4Iie said Gamtiiben had taken in conveying away the 
cannon^ and in the attack on, and destruction of, the colony 
at Red River aforesaid. That the said Campbell also told 
thjp deponent that he expected to get an advantageous situ- 
ation at St. Joseph’s, in consequence of Uie recommendation, 
and by the influence of, the North-West Company. Tfhat 
while the deponent was in custody as a prisoner at Fort 
Gibraltar aforesaid, in June last, Dugald Cameron, one of 
the partners in the said North-West Company, told the 
deponent, in the course of conversation, that the said North- 
West Company, had Differed Alexander McLean, the prin- 
cipal settler in the said colony, as much as four hundred 
pounds if he would abandon the said colony, and come over 
to the North-West Company. That while the deponent 
was in custody at Gibraltar, as aforesaid, he represented to 
Alexander M‘Donell, one of the partners in the North-West 
Company, then having charge of the said fort, his anxious 
wish to be sent forward to the place where his trial was to 
be had, to which the said Alexander M^Donell answered^ 
that the deponent was to go with him, and that he could not 
set out till he had seen all tlie colonists off the ground, and 
on their way to their future destination. 

(Signed) MICHAEL MCDONNELL. 

Sworn at Montreal, this 28th day of 
November, 1815, before me, 

(Signed) J. M. MONDELET, J. P. 


[ T. ] 

Deposition of fames Flynn. 


Montreal^ > James Flynn, late of the colony of Red 
to wit. J River, in the territories of (he Hudson’s Bay 
Company, now at the city of Montreal, in the Province of 
Lower Canada, labourer, maketh oath, that on his way down 
from lied River aforesaid, to Montreal, in the month of 
June last, he, the deponent, heard Duncan Cameron, one of 
the partners in the North-West Company, who was then at 
the River Winipeg, mention, in speaking of the destruction 
of the colony at the River aforesaid, wliich had recently 

before taken place, that he had left a person behind him at 
Red River aforesaid, who would finish the business, meaning 
the destruction of the said colony. That the deponent 
also beard a conversation at the River W inipeg aforesaid, 
between John M^Donell and Ale^der M^Renitte, both 
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partners in the said North-West Company, in Brhich the 
said John M*Donell obserred, that if the North-West Com- 
pany had not succeeded in enticing away from the colony 
of Red River the Irishmenfmeaning the Irish servants in 
the service of Earl .Selkirk tbere,)^^ey would have hem 
unable to affect what they had done ; whereupon the said 
.Alexander M‘Kenzie, seeing the deponent in the room, said 
to the said John M'Donell, by way of putting a stop to the 
conversation, there is Captain Maraonell’s servant (meaning 
the deponent), which induced the deponent to retire. That 
the deponent was also present at Fort Willitun, in Juty last, 
when the said Duncan Cameron, in speaking to . others of 
the partners of the said Company, of the destruction of the 
settlement at Red River aforesaid, mid, I have done so 
** much, it is for you to do the rest.’* 

(Signed) JAMES FLYNN. 

Sworn at Montreal, this 20th day of 
September, 1815, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS M‘CORD, J. P. 


[ u- ] 

Drummond* s Island, ( Upper Canada), 
22nd 1816* 

Fbom tbe Minutes of a Council, held this day^ ^tween 
Kawta^vabetay, a Chippewa chief of Sand Lake, and Lieu« 
tenant*Colonel M^Kay, Superintendant of Indian Affairs. 

Lifeutenant-Colonel Maule of tbe 104th Regiment, 
Commanding, and President. 

The Right Hon. Thomas Eaul of Selkirk. 

Allan, Surgeon. 

Delorimier, Captain^ Indian Department. 
Raul La Croix, Merchant. 

Lieutenant*CoIoneI Wm* M^Kat, Superintendant* 
Thomas G. Anderson, Cr^taiu* 

iMiCHEL BrISBOIS. 

'David Mitchell, Surgeon. 

&*v John Askin, St. Kr. lat. & CL 
Q I William Solomon. 

S I Joseph St. Germain. V 

I / Assb Renack, Ottawa Chief. 4 Interpreters. 

DesonIieb. 
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EXTRACT. 

St. .Gemain, tbe intopreter, was directed by the saper» 
iatendant to ask the Chippewa chief if he had any thing 
further to sayp on which the chief said. Yes, and said — 

That in the spring of 1815, whilst at Sand Lake, ■ ' 

McKenzie and Morrison, told him, Kawtawabetay, that they 
would give him, and his people, all the goods or merchan* 
dize and rnra, that they had at Fort William, Leach Lake, 
and at Sar^ Lake, if he, the said Kawtawabetay, and hia 
peoj^e, would make and declare war against the settlers on 
the Red River, on which he, Kawtawabetay, asked - 
M'Kenzie and Morrison, if that demand to make war against 
the settlers at the Red River was by the orders of the great 
chiefs at Quebec, Montreal, by the commanding officers at 
Drummond’s Island, or St. Joseph’s, or from bis friend 
Askin. The answer from M'Kenzie and Morrison was, that 
the request or proposal came from the agents of tbe North* 
West Company, and not from any military order, but 
solely from the North-West Company’s agents, who wished 
the settlement destroyed, as it was an annoyance to them ; 
on which he, Kawtawabetay, said, he nor bis people would 
not comply to their request or proposals before he, the said 
chief, went to St. Joseph’s and had seen Askin ; after bis 
return, would govern himself according to tbe advice he 
would get . at St. Joseph’s. t 

.Kaw^igfabetay further said, that the last ^ring, 1816, 
whikt at the Fond du Lac Superior, ■ ' ■ ■ Grant, one of 

the North-West Company, offered him, the said chief, two 
kegs of rum and two carrote tobacco, if he would send some 
of his 'young men in search of some persons employed in 
taking dispatches to the Red River, and to pillage toe said 
bearers of dispatches of the letters and papers, and to kill 
them, should they make any resistance. That he, the said 
chief,, refused the reward, and did not pay any further 
attention to their request. That a short time after the afore- 
mentioned conversation had taken place between Grant and 
himself, one named Laguimoniere, was brought in prisoner 
by some Ottawa Indians, and a negro, which had been 
employed after his refusing to act or employ his people. 

Kawtawabetay further states, that Grant aforesaid, 

told him not to be surprised to hear that whilst he, the said 
chief, would be absent, if he took tbe said chief’s son and 
ten of his young men to the Red River, for he, the said 
Grant, intended to go to the said river, with twelve of the 



Rain.XiBke Itidinns, and hutjpeople) for the pinrpoM of ^t- 
ing the settlm at the Red River; tAat he did not intend to 
nail in the Indians to his dd to fight the settlers^ for he, 
Grant, and his part|f,'woul(fDe strong enough to drive awajr 
the settled, bat wanted the Indian^^rely as spectators. 

Question from the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of 
Sdkirk, to Kawtawabetaj, by permission of the Presklent 
and Superintendant of Indian Affairs : 

Question . — Are the Indians about the Red River, or that 
part of the country you came from^^pleased or displeased 
at the people settling at the Red Riv^ 

Answer . — At the commencement of the settlement at Red 
River, some of the Indians did not like it, but at present 
they are all glad of its being settled. 

Lieutenant-Colonel M‘Kay told Kawtawabetay that he 
was happy to find that he had not taken the advice of those 
who wanted to lead him astray, but was glad that he had 
behaved himself as an obedient child in refusing to take any 
part with them, and hoped he and his people would con- 
tinue in being friendly with all the English Merchants, 
traders, and ail the settlers, who wore all his Great Father’s 
white children. 

A true Extract, > 

JOHN ASKIN, J.P. 5 


[V. ] 


Deposition of P. C. Pamhrun, 

BefAkb me, Thomas Earl of Selkirk, one of his Mmesty’s 
justices, assigned keep the peace in the western clistric^t 
of Upper Canada^€ppeared, Pictlre Chrisologue Pambruu, 
who, beingrdoly sworn on the Hdly Evangelists, deposes, 
that in the month of April last, ha was sent to the tradinjg 
post of the Hudson’s my Co|^|^ny^ at Qui Appelky by 
order of the deceased Governoir Seihple, 'Jrom whom the 
deponent received a letter of instructions, a copy of which 
he has attested as relation hereto*.— 'That when he arrived, 
he found that at the fort or trading pent of the North-West 
Coopahy, near the same’ place^ were assembled, a great 

' ‘ mu ■■■— * ■ 1,' -■ 

tl ^ Inltr^ctioiis ^ oq| be^ rec^Wfd 1^ 



comiiftoiilj called BrQt^*$i 

hw^bteeifc; ^V. the bkstard sohb of Indian cdQcnbin ^9 li»|)t 
by the partners or servants of North-West Camj^ny ; 
that these people had been collected Jlatn a great distance^ 
some'of them havjng. 4 l^^|me from Cumberland House, and 
others from the Up^^Saskatchwan, or Fort des PrairicS| 
that they uttered violent threats against the colonists on the 
Red River, in which the deponent understood them to be 
encouraged by Mr. Alexander M'Donell, then commanding 
for the North-West Company. — ^That in the beginning of 
May, Mr. George Sy^herland, commanding the Hudson’s 
&y post, embarked the deponent and twenty-two men, 
in five boats, loaded with twenty-two packs of furs, and 
about six hundred bags of pcmican. — ^That as they were 
going down the river, on or about the 12th day of *May, 
they were attacked by a party of forty-nine servants of the 
North-West Company, composed partly of Canadians, and 
partly of half-breeds, under the command of Cuthbert Grant, 
Thomas M^Kay, Roderick McKenzie, and Peter Pangman 
Boetonois, clerks or interpreters of the North-West Com* 
pany, and Brisbois, a gaiae in their service, by whom they 
were attacked with force of arms and taken prisoners^ and 
brought to the fort of the North-West Company, when the 
deponent saw Mr. Alexander M^Donell, who avowed that 
it was fay his order that the said Grant and others had taken 
them prisoners, and seized on the provisions and other pro- 
perty of the Hudson’s Bay Company, pretending that the 
measure was justifiable, in retaliation for Mr. Robertson’s 
having lately taken the North-Wesi Company’s fort at the 
Forks of Red River, and declaring that it was his intention 
to starve the colonists and servants of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, till he should make them surrender. — ^That after 
having retained, for five days, the servants of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, taken prisoners as aforesaid, the saiS Alex- 
ander M^Donell liberated them, after iiaving made them 
promise not to take up anus against the North-West Com* 
pany, but the deponent still kept in close confinement- 
That towards the end of May, the said Alexander M^Donell 
etnbarked in. his boats and proceeded down the rivcff 
escortefl by a party df half-breeds on horsebat*, who fol* 
lowed (hem by laud^ iind that he carried with him the pro* 
visions and furs which his people had taken on the I2tb, 
That the deponent was made to embark in one of the boajls, 
and as they were coming down the river, hewasMd by 
several of the servants of the North-West Company, that 
Alexander M^Donell had said (he business of last year lirw 
a (rifle in comparison with that which would take^plac^thia 





an# that tM l^^brWi^ Copdyaai^ find 4hA §v||£t 
breeds vere DOW one and the ^lae. Th^ at tha Foi^ m 
O asinibojrao Biver, they raeio Saatoaa a^ief with hU be^ 
to whom the said ]!^. M‘Dodell madeaspeecbt the pur 
of which was, that the English (mcauing the settlers oo ] 

, Riser, and the servants of tlie Hblsop’# JBay Company) 
were spoiling the lands which belon;;^ to the Indians and 
half'brecds only ; that they were driving away the buffaioo^ 
and would render the Indians poor and miserable, but that 
the North* West. Company would- drive them away sinco 
the Indians did not choose to do it; that if tlie settlera 
resisted, the ground should be drenr^ed with their bloody 
that none should be spared ; that he aid not need the a^ist* 


ance of the Indians, but nevertheless he would be glad if 
some of their young men would join him. — ^That when tha 
party came within a few miles of the Hudson’s Bay Gom* 
pony’s fort at Brandon House, the said Cuthbert Grant wap 
sent with a party of about twenty-five men, who took the 
post and pillaged it of every thing, including not only the 
goods, provisions, and furs, belonging to the Company, bua 
also the private property of tlieir servants, which the depo- 
nent saw distributed among the servants of the North-West 
Company, Canadians as well as half-breeds. — ^Tliat after 
this, the said M’Donell divided his forces into brigades, and 
Cuthbert Grant, Lacerpe, Alexander Fraser, and Antoine 
Hoole, were appointed to, command different brigades, and 
that Seraphim Lamar acted as lieutenant over the whole, 
under the said M'Donell; that the whole force amounted to 


about one hundred and twenty men, among whom there 
were six Indians. — ^I’hat on arrivyigat Portage dc-s Frairics, 
the pemican was landed, and arranged so as to form a small 
,ibrt, guarded by two brass swivelsy which had been taken 
last year from the stores of the settlement. That on or abuut 
the 18th. of June, two days after their arrival at Portage dep 
Prairies, the said Grant, Lacerpe, Fraser, and Hoole, and 
Thonus M’Kay^ were sent with about seventy men to attac^ 
thU: colony, and the said M'Donell, with several of his 
o&cen^ abd about forty men, remained with the pemican. 
l^at m the evening of the 20th o,f June, a messenger arrived 
fropa Cuthbert Grant, who reported that they had killed 
Governor SempU, with five of bis officers and sixteen of hia 
ntei^ on which the. said M'Donell, and all the gentlemen 
with him, (particularly Seraphim Lamar, Aljan Id’HoaelL 
and Seivwright,) shouted with joy .—Tf hat Alexandef M'Ho* 
uell then went (o announce the news to the rest of bis peop^ 
ciyingout, ** Sacr^ nom de Dieu 1 bqnnep nouvellei^ yi^* 
deux Anglois de ta^.”*-TThqt fiostonoip then in^nifed 


mimt. itiiT 

atiy 5f (Ire tied been killed^ and 6ti bethg 

6iie^ He liid the defeated liras his cbusin, and His 
'dbftth iiittst be revehged, that the affiiir must not eiid thenl^ 
that the settlers must all be killed^ And not one be allowed 
to leave the river> for as long a^ one of those dogs was alive 
th^ troiild be coming back. That on this the said Alex* 
ander M^Doneil sent two messengers with orders to Grants 
to detain the settlers tilt his arrival. That on deponent*s 
arrival at Fort Douglas, alt the settlers were away, and the 
place in possession of the half-breeds under Grant. That 
two days afterwards Mr. Archibald Norman McLeod and 
Alexander McKenzie arrived, as agents of the North-West 
Company, and also James Leith, John M^Donell, Hugh 
M^Gillis, John McLaughlin, Simor> Fraser, Archibald 
M^Lellan, John Duncan Campbell, John Haldane, James 
Hufirbes, Thonias M^Murrie, with the said Alexander 
M^Uonell, all these partners, and also Allan M^Donell, then 
a clerk and now a partner of the North-West Cotaj^hy ; 
that these gentlemen held a council with the half-breeas who 
knd bd^n engaged in the massacre of Governor Semple and 
the settlers, made presents to them, and made a speech to 
theni, at which deponent was not allowed to be present* 
That when deponent was coming away from this place, the 
said Alexander M^Donell lent to him a pair of pistols which 
had belonged to Governor Semple. That deponent also 
sarw, in possession of the said Allan M^Donell, a double-bar- 
reil^ fowling-piece, likewise the property of Governor 
Semple, eod was infornacd that it had been bought from 
Coutahaha, one of the half-breeds who had been engaged in 
the mai^acre. — ^That since the deponent has been at Fort 
Wiltiain, he has seen hi^e many Canadians and half-breeds 
who had been engaged in the massacre, and also in the rob- 
beries at Qtti Appelle and Brandon House. That these men 
have been favourably received, entertained, and protected 
by the partners of the North-West Company, now at Fort 
William. That the saidF^Brisbois, in particular, has dined 
daily at the table of the partners, and the depopent has 
reason to believe that all the partners who are n6w at Fort 
William, or have been here since the deponent’s arrival, 
looked upon the- crimes which bad been committed on Red 
Htver by the half«bf^8 and others under the command of 
Atexander M‘Ppnell, as services done to the North-West 
Company, and have rewarded them accordingly that 
each of the Canadians and half-breeds who was engaged in 
the massacre, received a present of clothing ; and that some 
irhd had not been supplied at the Forks of River, 

articles of tHe same description, and to the same 



,ti:V Ff>irC M>d ihp liiut 

f^fc^QKd Jbj lh|ew 1^ tli^'ttie s^d^ jpn^tii dr i^fpoo^t 
^asjin ejitrvdidiriaty atlo.wancc gmn only to.tbe men #«» 
l|cr^ enga|^ la ihat action* ’ 

(Signed) . 

FtERRE CHRlSOLOCm PAMBRl^l^ 
S#qrh I^fore roe, at Fort Williaro, ol^?| ' 
the I6lb day of Angnst, 1816^ ' 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J. P. 


[W. ] 


DeposUion of A. Ladgne.- 

RsFoaE Tboroas Earl oP^lkirk, one of bis Majestyls 
justices assigned to keep the peace in the western district of 
jUpper Canada, and likewise in the Indian territories or parts 
of America, appeared Augustin Lavigne, who being duly 
^worn on the Holy Evangelists, made the following decla* 
ration. 

Qn’il etoit an Fott de la Riviere k la Souris Ic printemps 
pa8s4, qnand Monsieur Alexander M‘Donell est descenda 
de la Riviere Qu’ Appcilc avec one quantity de Brol^; qn’il 
s’est embaroue dans un des bateaux, et descendit jiisqu’au 
Portage de la Prairie, oil il debarqua par ordre da dit,Mon> 
sienr M^Donell ; et fut plac^ dans la compagnie cije Grant, 
un des comm is de la Soci^te dn Nord-Ouest, avec lequel il 
8*est rendu k chcval & la Fourche i^la Riviere Rouge aux 
environs du Fort Anglois occup6 par le Gouverneur de la 
Baye de Hudson. Que dans rapr^s-roidi du 19 Jain, les 
trois compagnies qui ^toient partis ensemble du Pottage la 
Prairie, s’approcberent de la Grenouilli^re, aux environs de 
laquelle plusieurs habitants coltivatcurs 6toient campus, k la 
disUiDCe d’environ deux lieux du Fort Anglois; qu’alors ic 
dit Lavigne s’est s^par^ de la bande avec cleux de scs cama* 
rades poor aller visiter an habitant qa*il connoissoit, qu’ils 
rencontr^rerit deux jeuncs gens avec lesquels ils entrferent en 
conrersation ; etqu’ensuite ils ont rejoint une bande deBral6s 
qhi les ont accuse de l&cbetd pour ne pas avoir prit prison* 
nien ces deux Anglois, en se vantant qu’ils avoient eux* 
mbmes pris six. Que ces Brules alloknt se meltre 4 la 
.ponrsnite de ces dettx Anglois, quand on a vu approcber^ 
eoidpagnie dtt Gonvemeur Semple; que les BruUs oht 



mmmi 

J^le; {e . deport l4vign<; ftl|at,c|ieirc^ 

qa^tl av.oit ,lai8^ en amj^re; que reT^a,pt 
c^^aU aatenciiit lea etles coups de fusils ; nais, ariM 
aoa arriVa, Tadaire ^oit finie^ et qq’il oe restoit qOe lop 
Bfoias sur la placet ^ul tiroient encore snr les blesses qui ne 
faisoient pas de ^raistance. Le deposant ajonte qu’il vit 
Monsieur Prito^lrd, et un autre Auglois, qui avoient jett6 
leurs armes, demandant ^r&ce. Que le deposant avec beau- 
coup de peine reossiit ^ sauVer Monsieur Pritchardi e( qg’eu 
le profegeant il a rc 9 u bcaucoups de coups de Crosse du lusil^ 
et qiie le deposant vit que Pautre Anglois fut tu^ par un des 
Broils par un coup de feu. 

.^^ue pen de jours apr^ cette aiTaire eut lleUt arriv^rent 
tPafeienrs McLeod et M'KenziCt agents de la Soci^t^ du 
Noird-Ouest, accompagnis de plusieurs antres bourgeois^* 
et coramis*; qu’ils distribu^rent aux Bruits des babillements 
qui avoient 4(6 apport4s dans le can6t du dit M'ljeod. Que 
Monsieur M'Xieod rassembla ,^us les BruI4s qui avoient 4t4 
dans I’affaire du dix-ncuvi4me, et leur addressa Ic disCours 
suivant : — 

** Mes parens, mes pareillcs, qui nous ont soulag4 dans le 
“ besoin— Al’ai appor(4 de quoi vous babiller. Je croyois 
** trouver nne quarantaine de vous autres ici avec Monsieur 
M'Donell, mais vous 4tes plus. J’ai quarante habilie- 
** meats. Mais ceux qui en ont le plus de besoin prendront 
** ceux 1^ : les autres, a I’arrivee des canots cet autonme, 
** seront faabill4s pareillement.” 

sa 

(Signed) AUGUSTIN + LAVIGNB. 

Marque. 

TSmoin, 

(Signed) G. A. FAUCHE. 
Sworn at Fort William, on the 
17th August, 1816. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J.P. 


[translation-] 

That he (A. Lavigne) was at the fort upon Mouse River last 
spring, when Mr. Alexander M'Donell came down from the 
niver Qu’Appelle with a number of Brul4s, that the deponeut 
l^barked in one of the boats, and went down as aa die 
Ivrtsge de la Prairie, where he disembarked by the tuders of 



' tb« ififtid Mr* and was placed in the party coihihaiided 

hy Omfit> <me of the derks |Of tte North-West Company/ alolifr 
wMi whom be want cat hotitbiel: t4 the Iforks of Rm Rir ei^ 
near the Snghab foii, occupied by the gmeriior of Hiidsim'i Iby. 
ftbal in ttie memom dltlN^ 19lb of parties wlk> 

hid leftihi^^ Portage la Prairie togetb^ drew neat to the j^ 
ill w hhigbboif hood of whkh i^eral mk agnenll^l 

jfel^ers we^ statich^j at thf dirtanc^^mhant two batees 
fhi finglisb fort i%at tbtt the said left the b^iid alf^ 

hriCb two of his cmnprniionsi to^ and^^i^ inhabitant witb 
whom he was acqaainted ; thatjf^ tnei two young persons With 
whom they entered into conrersitioti, and that afterwards they 
rqoiued a band of BruKs« who accused them of cowanjice 
for not having made prisoners of these two English, boasting 
that they themselves had taken six. That these Bruits were 
then going to pursue these said two J^glish, whep Governor 
Semple and his party w^re seen coming towards them ; that the 
]lbtd^ rejoined their bifiid ; that the deponent Lavtgne, went to 
fetch bis horse which he had left behind ; that returning on 
horseback he heard the cries, and the reports of fire-arms, but, 
before he arrived, the affair was over, and there remained hone 
on the spot, but the Bruits, who were still firing on the wounded, 
who made no resistance. The deponent adds, that he saw Mr. 
Pritchard, and another Englishman, who bad thrown down their 
arms, begging for mercy. That the deponent, with much difiW 
coity, succeeded in saving Mr; Pritchard, and that in protecting 
him he received many blows with the butt-end of the muskets ; 
and that the depohent saw the other Englishman killed by a 
shot from one of the Brules. 

That a few days after this affair, Messrs. M'Leod and 
McKenzie, agents of the North-West Company, arrived, accom-* 
panied by several partners and clerks, that they distributed to 
the Brules clothes which had been brought in the said M^Leod^s 
canoe. That Mr. McLeod assembled:^!! the Bruits who had 
been in the affair of ihe I9th, and mf^de them the following 
speech**— My kinsmen, my comrades, who have helped us in 
the time of need, 1 have brought clothing you. 1 expected 

to have found about forty of you here with Mr. M^Donell, but 
** there are more of you. I have forty suits of clothing; those 
** who are most in need of them, may have these, and, on the 
arrived of the canoes in autumn, the rest of you shall be clothed 
likewise/* 

His 

(Signed) AUGUSTIN + LAVIGNE. 

Mark. 

Witncstp .,<1 

(Signed) G. A. FAUCHE. 
Sworn at Fm WiHiam, on the 
iTtllof August, ISIS. 

(SigiM^P) SELKIRK, j.P. 
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[X.] 

DepotUiat of i6uk*W(^n. 

Bsfdas Tiumns Btfl of Selkirk, «f kU Miyeitjr^t 
jot)lces aligned to keap the peaceln the veidem di«hrict ^ 
Upmr Canada, appeand Loui> Nudiiit <derk in the eerrioe 
of we Hndaon’s l^y Company, vho being duly sworn (On 
the Holy Eyangelists, made following declaration. 

Qo’a la fin de de Tann^ 1815, il arriva k la Riviere 
Rouge, avec Monsieur Robertson ; que deux jours apr^ Lear 
arriv4 H se tint une consultation dans le fort da Nord-Ouest 
occupe par Ouncan Cameron, entre Cameron, ses commis 
et interpr^tes, pour trouver le moyen de chasser d’un coup 
de main les colons qui revenoient s*4tablir lit : le deposant 
n’dtoit pas present, mais Peter Pangman, dit Bostonois, Itu 
a raconte quelques mois aprds, que lui, Bostonois, y aroit 
observe aux autres qu’il seroit sans doute plus facile de chas* 
ser les colons tout de suite, mais qu’il nesavoit pas de quelle 
excuse on poucroit se servir dans ce moment, et que par 
cet raison, on a determine d'attendre jusqu’k-ce-qu’on put 
trouver quelque pretexte, esperant toujours que les colons 
seroient contraints de quitter le pays fiiute de provisions. 

Le deposant ajoute que dans le mois d’Oetobre de I’ann^e 
1815, deux sauvages revenant du fort occup6 par Duncan 
Cameron, dirent a lui deposant que Charles Hesse les avoit 
raenac6 de les faire perir s’ils avoient encore quelque com* 
municaiion avec les colons Anglois. 

Le deposant informe ^ue dans le courant de I’biver dernier 
Seraphim Lamar lui dit qn’il avoit requ une lettre d’Alex* 
andre Fraser (station^ k la Riviere Qu’Appelle)dan8 laquelie 
il lui conseiUoit de ne pas perdre courage, que lui, FrasN*, 
etoit le cinqui^me qui pourroit lever les Bois*Bralds pour 
aller exterminer, le printemps prochain, les Anglois qui se 
trou veroient aur la Riviere Rouge. ^ 

Le deposant declare que le matin du 17 duin, 1816, le 
Gonverneur Semple le fit appelier pour lui servir d’inter* 
pr^te ^ deux sauvages appelle I’un Moustouche, et I’autre 
Courte Aureille, qui avoiehtquitt6 le campdes Bois-Brul^, 
qui 4tpit commniKl4 par Alexandre M'Donell. Ces deux 
deserteurs apprirent au Gouverneur qu’il devoit €tre attaqo4 
dans deux jours par les Bois-Brul^s qui htoient commande 

E ir Cutbbert Grant, Hoole, Pruneau, Fraser, Bourrasw, 
acerbe, et Thomas M'Kay, tous emjdoy^s au service du. 
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Kord'Ouest i qn’lls «loieDt tous determinds de preadie le 
fort} et qoc si qqelqu’un s*y oi^soit, Os toeroient hoonoes, 
% 9 »es et«e|u»}Ot qnes’Uip attrappoienit Monsieur Rotnertsoa 
ik te eonpermiMit ea miUe laonMaux*: . 

inibitoe dam que le 19 Ma dabe I’afir^ 
litiaa craqwj^ii|^ 

qULi AiVaacqkot wba4|a -^rr ■ rt r ^-1*% ' 

Oilkfpoient le tautge-la CHkwMiil4feii^ M ^>t<doign^ dlpUei 
Kietie da fort' Angfok); le dep^Mt’dapj^evant le fort il en 
vit sprtir le Cr^verbeur Sebq|||»aTec ^np^buit honmiesy 
le deposiint inonia sur un bastidirj'^ont il vit le' Goavt^iieor 
Saii]^'arran^r see homines en ligne. 11 envoya on bbmme 
k cAetal pour sMnformer de ce qui se pameroit, que bienidt 
le deposant vit arrivcr au fort Monsieur Bonrke qui y venoit 
diercbcr nne ptdce de cannon par ordre dnOouverneur Sent* 
pie. L’rxprds du^ deposant arripa bienidt, et lui annon 9 a 
qo’il y avoit une grande qiianlitd de Metifs qui avoient 
enkver le Gouverneur,- sur qnoi le deposant envoys une 
seddade fois son homroe, pour s’inforiner de ce qui se passoit ; 
six minutes aprds, son homme fat de retonr ct annon^a qUe 
cinq de ces Messieurs Anglais et le Gouverneur Semple avoient 
did tods ainsi que plusteurs dc Icorn^hommes ; tandU quo les 
Motifs n’en avoient perdu qu’un seul. — Monsieur Bourke 
teiUra aa fort} blessG. 

Levingt de Jain le deposant se rendit an camp des Bois> 
Braids qui setrouvoient k la GrenouUlidre; ily reconnut 
dans le camp ennemi deux hommesL ct une femme qui ap- 
partenoieiit a la colonic, qui avoient eld pris avant que le 
Gouverneur Semple eut joint les Bois-Brulds. 

Le ^posant entra en .pqnvcrsaiioiV Cuthbert Grant, 
M*Kay, Boole, Pruneaq,' Fraser, Bqprrassa, Lacerbe, qui se 
vantoient chacun em parliculier de leurs exploits, dans la 
battaille du 19 Join contre les Anglois; Cuthbert Grant 
disott qui si on ne lui remettoit pas le Fort Douglas, le 
jour soivani, il tueroit bommes, femmes, et enfants. 

Le SI les Anglois ceddrait le Fort Douglas au Metifi, 
(<ni:Bfi|l^ra1ds)) Ic deposant qui dtoH au fort a appiiS' 
d^dmc,;qatl le Gonvemeur Semple avoit dtd blessd premier^ 
maitf par Cuthbert Grant, et qu’if avoit dtd tad par Francois 
Beschanips, engage au service de'‘ la Gompagnie du Nqrd* 
Ooe^'. ■ 

JDe Jtiin, 1816, Cuthbert Grant ch|^ ler colons et 
Ids ittvoya k la Rividre an Brochef, et s’elipara du fort et 
<fo foina tes effets. . 

f ce;janr4^^ ok les IfolsJBrtifos 

dknln^lhMbli Momiettr M*Kenxie, si Ijdfd 'Selkirk avtdit 
tlndt d’dtablir des crHc^ k la Rividte Rouge ; MoUsicur 
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McKenzie, repondit qu'il n’ea n’aToit aucun droit; que 
toates CCS terras apparteooiAit aux Bois*BroI4s ; et Lqid 
Selkirk poaroit, corame la Coropagnie da Nord«Oaestf y 
vavayer des ttaiteai^ ; mais s’avoit aucan dr04.de s’emparciK. 
demtertes. 

Le deposant ajoote .qa’antoitdt aplies da dlt 

Monsieur M'Keqzi&lf^tfaiteors deia Comp|j^ d’Hn^ 
800 fdrent aussi la Rivi^ie Rouge. ' " 

^ed5 liOUIS NOLIN. 

Sworn at Fort William, SupeHory 

on the gist day of Augost^ 1816. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J.Pe 


[tRANSIsATION.] 

That at the end of summer, in the year 1815, he (Louis 
Nolin) arrived at the Red River with Mr. Robertson; — that, two 
days after their arrival, a consultation was held in the fort of the 
North-West Company, occupied by Duncan Cameron, between 
Cameron, his clerks and interpreters, to find the means of driving 
away at one blow, the settlors who were returning to establish 
themselves there. — The deponent was not present, but Peter 
Pangman, called Bostonois, related to him some months after- 
wards, that be, Bostonois, had observed to the others, that it 
would, no doulit, be more easy to drive away the settlers im- 
mediately ; but he did not know what excuse they could make 
use of at that moment, — and that, for this reason, they deter- 
mined to wait till they could find some pretext, still hoping that 
the settlers would be compelled to qpit the country for yrBXit of 
provisions. ^ . 

The deponent adds, that in the month of October 1815, two 
Indians returning from the fort occupied by Duncan Cameron, 
said to him, the deponent, that Charles Hekse had threatened 
to destroy them, if they had any more communication with the 
English colony. 

The deponent informs, that in the course of last winter, Sera- 
phim Lamar told him, that he had received a letter froiA Alex- 
ander Fraser (stationed at the River Qu*AppeHe) in which he 
advised him not to lose courage ; that he, Fraser, was one of 
five who could raise the Bois-Brulcs, to go and exterminate the 
Ei^iish who might be found at Red River in the spring. * 

The deponent declares, that on the morfting of the 17th of 
June, 1816, Govemor Semple had him called to serve as inter- 
preter to two Indians named Moustouche and Courte Auccille, 
whp had quitted the camp of the Bois-BruUs, which was 
manded by ekkxander M^DonelL These two deserters infomied 
the Gisvernor, that he was to be attacked in two days hj the 

f 
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ftni^Bral^s, ifvbo were commanded l^y Cu^beit G4raiit> Hoole, 
Phinea»> Fraser, Bouii'assa, Lacerbe, and Thomas aU 

employed in the service of the North-West Compaiiy. — That 
they were all determined to take the fort ; and if any one op* 
posed them, they would kill men, women, and children ; and if 
they could catch Mr. itobertson, they would cut him into a 
thousand pieces. 

The deponent further informs, that ,on the 19lh of June, jn 
the afternoon, he saw abou^ fifty of llm Bois- Bruits or Metifs 
arrive, who advanced near tbc houses of the English, who occu- 
pied the height of the Frog Plain, a place about a league from 
the English fort. — ^The deponent was in front of the fort, and 
he saw Governor Semple come out with twenty-eight men.— - 
The deponent stepped up on a bastion, from whence he saw the 
governor arrange his men in a litic. He (the deponent) sent a 
man on horseback to observe what might happen. That soon 
after, the deponent saw Mr. Bourke arrive at the fort, who came 
there for a piece of cannon, by order of Governor Semple, The 
deponent’s messenger returned soon after, and informed him, 
that there was a great number of Metifs who had surrounded 
the governor, on which the deponent sent his man back again 
for information, hi a few minutes the man returned, and an- 
nounced, that five of the English gentlemen, and the governor 
had been killed, as Well as several of their men, while the Metifs 
had only lost one. Mr. Bourke returned to the fort w^ounded. 

On the 20th of June, the deponent went to the camp of the 
Bois-Brul^s, at the Frog Plain. He there observed in the 
enemy’s camp two men and a woman who belonged to the 
colony, who had been taken, before Governor Semple had met 
the Bois-Bruies. 

The ^ponent entered into conversation with Cuthbert Grant, 
M'Kay^j^pole, Pruncau, Fraser, Bourrassa, Lacerbe that each 
of them boasted of their own particular, exploits in the battle of 
the 19th of June with the English. C^bbert Grant said, if they 
did not give up Fori Douglas to hiui Ihe next day, be would 
kill men, womenT and children. 

On the 21 8t the English gave up Fort Douglas to the Metifs 
or B6is-Brul£s. The depoftent who was at Ithe fort, learned 
from them, that t^overnor Semple had been first wounded by 
Cuthbert Grant, and that he had been killed by Francis Des- 
^Dtum4>^, employed in the service of the North-West Company. 

On the 22d of June,l 81ft, Cuthbert Grant drove out the settlers, 
tnd sent them to Jack River, and Ibok possession of the fort, and 
tD the efiects. 

Tbid day there Wi|8 held a meeting, at which the Bois-Brulfe 
asked Mr. McKenzie, if Lord Selkii^ had a jljgbt to establish 
aettlers at the Red River. Mr. McKenzie refHed^ ^at' he baa 
no right whatever ; that all these lands belonged 16 the Bois- 
; and Lord Selkirk, as well as the NofthJ-Wesk Compaq, 
liit^t sendtradets there; but be bad no right to take posseasidh 
6fUH»e1tiidi. V * ' 
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tlwt iounediately after Hit arrival of the 
aat0 Mr. Al'Ketuie, the tradera of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
were abo driven away from the Bed Biver. 

(Signed) LOUIS NOLIN. 
Sworn at Fort William, on Lake 
Superior, the 2Ist day of 
August, 1816. / 

(Signed) ’ SELKIRK, J.P. 


[ Y- ] 

Deposition of Lotus Blondeau, 

Before Thomas Earl Selkirk, one of his Majesty’s 
justices assigned to keep the peace, in the wcstem district of 
Upper Canada, and likewise in the Indian territories or part 
of America, appeared Louis Blondeau, who, being duly 
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, made the following declara* 
tion. 


Quedans lecoursd’l’hiver pass^ 6tant an Fort Cnmber* 
land sous les ordres de Jean Duncan Campbell, un des 
propri4taires de la Compagnie du Nord*Ouest, k dit Camp- 
bell a propose a lui, Louis Blondeau, d’aller d la Rividre 
Rouge, pour defendre les int6r6ts de la dife Compagnie 
contre Ics colonistes. Que lui, Louis Blondeau, a n^ndu, 

J u’il tie desiroit point se m^ler de mauvaises affairm contre 
I loi ; que le dit Camj^ll a lepliqu^ qu’il n’y avoit point 
de danger, que ht Godpi^nie du Nord-Ouest le prot^^oit 
con^eelkavoU toujours prot6g4 ceux quiavoient agi pom 
•es ioterSts ; qu’on avoit vu braucoup de gens qui avoknt 
raitede mauvats coups pour lesiservir, et que jamais oa 
avoit vu ancun out en avoit subi les peines de la loi. 

Que ci<aprds dans le mdme hi ver le dit Campbell a montri ' 
au dit Blondeau une kttre qu’il avoit re?u de Jean M‘D<^ 
ndd, aussi proprktaire de la dite Compagnie du Noid> 
Quest, residant ft la Riviere du Cygne, kisant invitation de 
la part de la Compagnie, ft tous les MetHa et autres qui 
TOudroient ali^| la Riviftre Rouge pour defendre les to* 
Mrftts de. la CM^agnie, et que suivant cctte invitation sept 
Metifs et on Canadian (dont un commis et les auties eo> 
gagds au service de la dite Compagnie) soot partis da Foii 
vumberland dam le mok d’Avril, pourse rendre ft la Riytin 
Qtt'Appeile. Qoe le dit Louis fflondeau a vu gnelgaos* 
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ik 'ti^sveis^ient la Rtvi^n da cdtS oji la CampagQie dtt 
Novd'Onest a Tin 4tablisseineot. 

Le deptisant declare que depuis la Riviere Rouge it j 
aToit^ buit^candts en sa charge pour lea conduite au Fort 
'William, qu’en dechargeant ces cai)6ts il reconnut dea 
pa^uets apj^rfenant k la Compagnie de la Baie d’Uudaon) 
furent mis dans un des hangards (!%• fort par les engages 
de la Compagnie da Nord-Ouest r .^ensuite Messrs. Ken- 
nedy et Harrison qui 4toient presens ixiur les recevoir, lea 
peserent ct brent arranger les paquels en question en Jigne. 
Apr^ que les peltries furent detach^es ct pesdes. Monsieur 
Alexandre MIKenxie entra dans I’hangard, et or^nna a ses 
gens d’attacher chaque paquet aii milieu, poor qu’on pent 
les transporter dans un autre hangard oil le deposant, Joseph 
Brisbois, conduisit les engages pour leur montrer la place 
qui ^toit assignee pour placer les paquets en question. 

Le deposant croit qu’il est de son devoir de dire que le 
nombre dcs paquels appartenant ^ la Compagnie de la Baie 
d’Hudson, qui ont eie transport^ de la Riviere des Souris, 
et Qu’ Appelle, dans les hangards du Fort William, peut 
se monter k quarante paquets. 

Le deposant croit qu'il s’est 4couI4 a peu pr^s deux ou 
trois semaines depuis qu’il est de tetour de son voyage. 

Sa 

(SigD6) JOSEPH + BRISBOJS. 

Marque. 

Sworn at Fort William, the 
19th day of August, 1816. 

(Signed; SELKIRK, J.P. 


[translation.] 

That he (Joseph Brisbois) was with Mr. Cuthbert Grant, 
whan he took the boats of the Hudson's Bay Company coming 
down the Riwr Qui Appelle, in which there were several pack- 
of peltry, belonging to the said Hudson's Bay Company. 
'Ae deponent further declares, that t on his arrival at the English 
fort on Mouse RiyCr, (which was then occupied by the Bois- 
Brul^} being) eneimped before the said fort, he saw packages 
brought out of it, which were carried by the Brul4s, who placed 
them til the boats of the North-West Companv. TljAt after- 
wards they crossed the river to the side where the Karth^West 
Company have an 'establishment. 

The oeponent declares, that he had charge of canoes 
f(r<^ the Eed River to Fort William^Tbat, on unloaduig these 
canoes, he recognized packages bdonging to the Hudsoirs Bay 
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Company, which were put into one of the ^tore-faouBes of the 
fort by the servants of the North-West Company. That after- 
wards Messrs. Kennedy and Harrison, who were present to 
receive them, weighed them, and arranged them in a row. 
After the furs were opened out and weighed, Mr. Alexander 
McKenzie entered the shed, and ordered his people to tie each 
package in the middle, that they might be carriedUnto another 
8tore*house, to which ^the deponent, Joseph Brisbois conducted 
the servants to shew the place appointed for the packages 
inj^estion. 

The deponent thinks it is his duty to say, that the number of 
packages belonging to the Hudson^s Bay Company, which were 
brought down from Mouse River, and Gui Appelle, might 
amount to forty packages. 

The deponent thinks, that about two or three weeks have 
passed since he returned from his voyage. 

His 

(Signed) JOSEPH + BRISBOIS. 

jMark. 

Sworn at Fort William, the 19th 
day of August, 1816. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J.P. 


[ A. A. ] 

Deponthn of C. O, Bruce. 

Betore Thomas Earl of Selkirk, one of his Majestjr^s 
^astices assigned to keep the peace in the western district of 
Upper Canada, appeared Charles Gaspard Brace, whobeii^ 
doly swoNi on the UfSSF Evangelists, made the follow!^ 
declaration. 

Qa’il partit dc Montreal pour se rendre a la Riviere 
Rouge avec Monsieur Miles M^Donell, et pour lui serviv 
d’interpr^te pour la langue Sautoux; que le S4 Juio, ils 
lencontr^rent au Lac de la Pluie plusieurs sauva^ denote 
nation, qui dirent an deposant que Monsieur’ McLeod et 
Monsieur Alexandre McKenzie avoient fait assemble tone 
les sauvages des environs, pour leur proposer de les suilve 
4 la Riviere Rou^e pour y dclivrer Monneur Dunt^n Cap 
meron, qtii y 4toit detenu prisonnier par les Anglois de la 
Baie d^lidson,. et que si les Anglois ne vouloient pas te 
lent reMte, ils prenderoient Monsieur Camerdn de forc0, et 
que tout ce qui se trouveroit dans le fort seroit doQn4 k eax 
(SBttvages) pburles recompenser de leur peine. Lessauvt^es 
racoBteteat cos fidta s'app^ojieot Oni^akuet, Shat^, 
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et son ^anvages dirent quite u-araient pas vimiti 

suivre et M^K^zici mais qae rb^ipinn 

Sautoux les avoieot siyvis) quelques-uns dans leurs propies 
candls, et le$ auttes nans les can6ts de la Compagnie da 
Nord-Oaest. Ce recit fut confirin^ par les relations d’autres 
saavages de la m€me bande. 

Le jour suivant Monsieur M'Dondll, et le deposant ren- 
contr^rent une autre bande des Sautoux^ qui dirent de plus 
que le docteur McLaughlin avoit pass6 deux jours aupara* 
yaiit> et avoif aussi cherche a avoir des sauvages pour Pac* 
compagner a la Riviere Rouge, que cinq Sautoux accep-- 
t^rent ses prpposifions, et qnlis etoient partis pour aller 
joindre Messieurs McLeod, McKenzie, et Leith, et beaticoup 
d’autres bourgeois de la Compagnie qui se rasserabloient k la 
Riviere Rouge, 

His 

(Signed) CHARLES G. + BRUCE. 

Mark. 

Sworn at Fort William, on the 
28rd of August, 1816. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J. P. 


[translation.] 

That he G. Bruce) led Montreal to go to Red River with 
Mr. Miles M^Donell, to serve as an interpreter for the Sautoux 
language ; that on the 24th day of June, at Lac la Pluie, they 
met several Indians of that nation, who told the deponent that 
Mr. M'Leod and Mr, Alexander M'l^zie had caljed together 
all the Indians of the neighbourhood, tbWopose that they should 
go along with them to Red River, in draer to release Mr, Dun- 
can Cameron, who was detained there prisoner by the English 
of the Hudson^s Bay Company, and that if the English would 
not give him up they would take Mr. Cameron by force, and 
that whatever might be found in the fort should be given to the 
Indians as a recompence for their trouble. The Indians who 
told this were Oniegakuet, Shabine, and his son. These Indians 
mentioned that they themselves refused to follow Messrs. M'Leod 
and M'Kenzie, but that twenty-oi.e Sautoux had accompanied 
them, some in their own canoes, and the rest in the canoes of 
the North-West Company. This statement was c6ti(irmed by 
other Indians of the same hand.* 

The following day Mr. M'Donell and the deponent met ano- 
ther band of the Sautoux, who told them, that Dr. M'Latigliliii 
had also passed two days before, and had likewise tri^d to prevail 
on some Indians to accompany him to Red River. That five 
Sautoux accepted hti^ propoials^ and that they set out to join 



AIlFSHOiXi xliiil! 


M«isni. M'Leod^ M^Kenzie^tind Leith, and many otlter |>artner« 
of the Gompai^, who were assembling at the Rra Riveh 

- ■ His ' 

CHARGES G. + BRUCE. 


Mark* 

Sworn at Fort Williain/;on the 
23rd of August, 18l&a 

(Si^od) SELKIRK, J. P. 


[ B. fi. ] 

Deposition o f John Bourke, 

Montreal, \ John Bouuke, late of Fort Douglas, at 
to wit. ) Red River, in the territories of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, in North America, now at the city of Mon- 
treal, in the Province of Lower Canada, gentleman, maketh 
oath, that he went out in the service of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company to Hudson's Bay? in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve, and remained at York 
Factory till the following year, when he went to the settle- 
ment, formed by the Earl of Selkirk, at Red River aforesaid, 
and acted there as a store- keeper to the colony. That in 
the latter end of the winter, and in the spring of the present 
year, information was received at Fort Douglas aforesaid, 
irom Indians and Canadians, that the North-West Com- 
pany were colleqting Indians of the half-breed, as they are 
called, that is, the bastj^d-childreo of the partners and ser- 
vants of that Compati;^^y Indian women, from their diffe- 
rent trading posts, autfwerc forming them into a body at 
their trading post, called Fort Qui Appellcy for the purpose 
of attacking and destroying the said settlement at Red 
River. The said F'ort Qui Appelle was then under the 
charge of Alexander M^Donell, one of the partners in the 
said North-West Company, a«?sisted by one Guthbert Grant, 
and one Fraser, both of them Indians of the said half-breed, 
and clerks in the service of that Company. The informa- 
tion of this intended attack was conveyed by different per- 
sons, and vnis received in such manner, that no doubt was 
entertained of its truth. An almost constant watch was, 
therefore, kept up, night and day, to discover the approach 
of any of the parties of the Nortu- W est Company . On the 
nineteenth day df June last, about five o’clock in the after- 
noon, m man in the watch-house at Fort Douglas aforesaid, 
called out to Goveroor Semple, that a oarty of ho’^ «rnv^- 



wfie ^pproachiq^ tbe said seiilement The deponent wEs 
tben/with the said j^teroor, and observed anumbor^^^n 
on horseback at the distance of about half a mile ftdin the 
fort The deponent, with others, went into the watch** 
house, for the purpose of viewing the said party of horse- 
men, with a spy-glass, and they then distinctly perceived 
that the said party consisted of sixty or seventy men on 
horse-back, all of them armed, and approaching the settle- 
ment in a hostile manner. The said governor having viewed 
the approach of these men, who appeared to direct their 
course towards the settlement below the fort, desired twenty 
men to follow him, for ih#purpose of ascertaining what 
was their object; and upwards of that number, among 
whom the deponent was, immediately collected and went 
with him out of the fort. When the governor and hit 
party had advanced about half a mile, they werc^met by 
some of the settlers, who, alarmed and terrified, were run- 
ning to the fort for protection, and saying, that the people 
of the North-West Company were coming with carts and 
cannon. The governor, apprehending that the settlement 
was about to be attacked, desired the deponent to go back 
to the fort for a piece of cannon which was there, and to 
desire Mr. Sheriff M^Donell, then deputy-governor at the 
fort, to send with it any men be could spare. The depo- 
nent accordingly returned to the fort and delivered the said 
message, but Mr. M^Doiiell would only allow one man to 
accompany him, and ^ith this man the deponent set out 
from the fort with the cannon in a cart, x hey had ad* 
vanced the distance of about half a mile from the fort, when 
they saw that (he party of i^rsemen bad surrounded the 
governor, an<l they distingnislti^ the flashes from the guns 
which were firing. The deponent fearing lest he should be 
intercepted with the cannon, thought it prudent to convey 
it back to the fort> and accompanied it part of the way 
himself, and then sent it forward by the man who was with 
him, at the same time the deponent was joined by about ten 
men from the fort, who proceeded with him towards the 
place wheVe they expected to find the governor. Upon 
advancing further, they observed that the horsemen, by 
whom the governor and bis paily had been surrounded, bad 
dispersed, and were scattered over the ^ound, but did not 
sec the governor or any of his party. The deponent h^i- 
tated to go forward, when some or the hos)yile;;party cried 
out to the deponent in English, Come onVeome on, here 
is the governor, won^t you come and obey him The 
deponent advanced a little further, when the same persons 
cried out, ^^Give up your arms.’’ Apprehending that the 
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^oT^br and bis party had been destroyed, and believing 
it the wish of the murderer to get him, the deponent, 
abo into their hands, the deponent tiirn^d back with the 
ten men who were with him, and they liiade all haste to 
escape : in their flight, the deponent received a shot in his 
right thigh, and Duncan M*Naugbton, one of the fen men, 
was killed. About^ai^ hour after the deponent reached the 
fott, he heard, frorft' persons who had escaped from the 
.massacre, that Governor Semple and the persons with him, 
excepting four or five, had been murdered by the said party 
of horsemen, which was composed of clerks and servants 
of the North-West Company, headed by Cuthbert Grant 
above-named. The next day the said Cuthbert Grant and 
the said F raser, both of them clerks in the service of the 
North-West Company as aforesaid, with about sfxteen or 
seventeen of their associates in the murders of the preceding 
day, came to Fort Douglas, and threatening every body in 
the fort and settlement with immediate death, if their orders 
were not complied with, insisted on the immediate abandon- 
ment of the fort and of the settlement, and that property of 
every kind should be delivered up to them. After some 
conversation and entreaty, their terms were so far modified, 
that it was determined that the property of private indivi- 
duals shoul^be respected, but that every thing that belonged 
to the Earl of Selkirk and the colony generally, should be 
the spoil of the plunderers. — A writing, purporting to be a 
capitulation, was drawn up to this effect, between Mr, 
Sheriff M^Donell, having charge of Fort Douglas, and the 
said Cuthbert Grant, which was signed by the latter as 
clerk to the North- W^t Company. Notwithstanding the 
assurance given, that private property should not be vio- 
lated, almost every tliiiig which the settlers and servants of 
the colony possessed, became the spoil of these servants 
of the North-West Company, and was taken by force. 
While the settlers were preparing for their departure, some 
conversation too place between the said Cuthbert Grant and 
the deponent, in which the said Grant said, thatjf he could 
have got hold of Mr. Colin Robertson (the agent for Lord 
Selkirk, by whom* the colony bad been re-established,) he 
would have got him scalped. — ^The second day after the 
massacre, the deponent saw, in the Government House, one 
Francois Ferrain Boucher, a Canadian, the son ot a tavern 
keeper at^phtreal, then in the service of the North-West 
Company^ who was armed» and acted under the orders of 
the said CutHbert Grant, by whom be was employed to 
conduct away the colonists as far as the Frog Plains. The 
deponent was well aociuainted with the said Ct: r ^ 
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as well as with the said Fraser, having become acquainted 
with them as clerks of the North-West Company, and 'been 
frequently with them. They were generally stationed as 
clerks at Fort Qui JppeUe; they are natural children of 
the partners iu the North-West Company, and have been 
educated in Lower Canada, where they received as good an 
education as young men intended for mercantile business 
generally do. In the hurry and confusion which succeeded 
the massacre, the deponent could get no assistance for his 
wound, and it was not till two days after, that two Indians 
were kind enough to dress it. When the attack was made 
on Governor Semple, as above-mentioned, there was an en- 
campment of Sautoux and Indians opposite to Fort 
Douglas. These Iiulians took no part whatever in the 
bostility'which had been evinced agaiust the colony, nor in 
any of the atrocities which were perpetrated for its (lostruc- 
tion. On the contrary, they lamented the fate of Governor 
Semple, and those murdered with him, hardly less than the 
colonists thmselvos, and were anxious to shew their good 
disposition towards the colonj", by every act of kindness in 
their power. They assisted in bringing some of the dead 
bodies of those who had been murdered to Fort Douglas, 
and in burying them ; their conduct, in this respect, cor- 
responded with that of all the Indian tribes with whom the 
colonists had any intercourse from the first cstaolishment of 
the colony to its destruction, as above-mentioned. All these 
tribes were invariably kind towards the colony, and seemed 
well pleased at its establishment. The troubles and disasters 
which were experienced by the colony, were occasioned by 
the jealousy and hostility of the North-West Company, 
and no person on the spot doubted that the atrocities which 
were committed there were the effect of this hostility, and 
the work of the agents and servants of that Company, under 
its sanction. The settlers and servants of the colony, to the 
number of about two hundred souls, were conveyed away 
from the colony in eight boats ; and on the seoond day 
after their departure they met Mr. Arch ilmld Norman 
McLeod, one of the partners in the North-West Company, 
and, a justice of the peace for /.he Indian territories, with 
uine or ten canoes, and one batteau, in which were two 
pieces of artillery belonging to Lord Selkirk, which bad 
been stolen the year before from the colony ; and his meU 
were, some of them, armed with muskets whiclAad been 
stolen at the same time. The number of men with said 
McLeod was about one hundred, ail of them armed, and 
among theih were a number of the half-breeds, and he was 
accompanied by Alexander McKenzie, James Leith, John 
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McDonald, Hugh M^Gillis, John Duncan Campbell John 
HaldEtie, James Hughes, and Thomas Murray, partners 
in the North-West Company. Upon the approach of the 
said canoes to the boats in which the settlers were, the war- 
hoop was set up, and inquiries, in the most insulting manner 
and abusive language were made, whether Mr. Robertson 
and Governor Semple were in the boats. After these in- 
quiries, the said M^jLeod ordered the settlers ashore, and 
caused a general search to be made, in their trunks, boxes, 
and effects, and took out of them all the books and papers 
which could be found, and among these, some books and 
papers which had belonged to Governor Semple. After 
this search was made, the* said McLeod caused the said 
boats to go to a place called Nctley Creek, about one or two 
miles further down JRed River, where he made prisoners, 
Michael Heden, Patrick Corcoran, Daniel M‘Kay, John 
Pritchard, and the deponent, who were in the boats of the 
colonists. A general encampment was made at this place, 
and while the people were so encamped, a part of the per- 
sons so engaged in the massacre of Governor Semple, and 
the persons with fiim, came thither from Fort Douglas, 
and among these were the said Fraser, and one Bourrassa, 
also a clerk in the service of the North-West Company. 
The deponent could not see in what manner they were 
received, being confined to his tent, but heard at the time 
that they were received with open arms by the said McLeod, 
and treated with every thing he could give them. The 
deponent and his fellow-prisoners were afterwards placed by 
the said McLeod, under the guard of these murderers, and 
even delainetl some days at the same place, till the said 
McLeod went to Fort Douglas^ to make some arrangements, 
and then returned. Upon his return, the said M^teod sent 
the deponent and his fellow-prisoners to Point au Foutre, 
and some days after arrived there himself, twinging with 
him the wail-pieces, and the deponent believes also the 
artillery awl muskets of the colony, which, after the ma^ 
sacre, had fallen into the hands of Cuthbert Grant and his 
party. He them took charge of the whole party, and 
*came with them to a trading post of the North-West Com- 
pany, called Fort William. The morning of their depar- 
ture, the deponent was put in irons, and all his clothes were 
taken from him, together with his watch, and a pocket case 
of math^atical instruments; and in this situation he was 
placed on the top of the baggage, in the canoe, without any 
attention being paid to bis wound, and was conveyed to 
Fort William. After his arrival there, he was put in con- 
finement in a place that had beeu used as a loriw. 
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which liffht wag laot admitted, except through crevices 
iue logs, of which the building was coOstrtic^, 
and in which an intolerable stench prevailed* In ibis place 
the deponent was confined twen^ days, at the expiration 
of which time he was sent to hfontreal.~The deponent 
farther saitbi that on thehr. way to Fort William, when 
within a few days|curney oC^iLac h la PIuie| the deponent 
slept near the tent of one Campbell, a partner in the NoVth* 
West Company, when several of the partners in the same 
Company, viz* Alexander M^Donell, Hugh M^Gillis, and 
others were standing at a fire near where the deponent lay, 
and engaged in conversation ; ^e deponent over-heard part 
of their conversation, in whicl^Ae said Alexander M*Doncil 
said, The sending down of the half-breeds was certainly 
^'carrying things to an extremity.” And he afterwards 
said (as if by way of accounting for what had happened,) 
but it can be said that those people” (meaning Governor 
Semple and the persons with him) went out to attack 
them” (meaning the half-breeds,) and met their fate.” 
The said Alexander M^Donell asked the said M^GiUis(who 
bad come up with the said McLeod,) what bis plan for the 
destruction of the settlement at Red River bad been ; the 
said M^Gillis answered that his plan was to attack the fort 
(meaning Fort Douglas), immediately, to which the said 
Alexander M'Donell replied, ‘‘ If you bad, they would have 
killed one half of you.” The saU M^Gillis then asked 
the said Alexander M^Donell whai had been his plan, to 
which the said Alexander M^Donell answered, it was to 
starve the fort (meaning Fort Douglas), as they, (meaning 
the persons in the fort) had <»nly four bags of pemican. 
The conversation between the said persons afterwards turned 
upon Lord Selkirk’s intention to visit Red River by the way 
of Fund da Lac, when the said Alexander M^Donell said, 
The half-breeds will take him while he is asleep, early 
Oij the morning.” And he afterwards said, Thev,^’ 
(meimiog, as the deponent understood, the North- W^est 
Company,) can get Bostonois,” (meaning an Indian of 
the half-bre^, well known for his crimes,) ** to shoot him.” 
Id the course of the same converration, the deponeat heard 
the word stab*^ used, but cannot say with reference to 
whom. The next morning the deponent told what he had 
heard to the said Patrick Corcoran, and afterwards mentioned 
it to Michael Heden, both of them his fellow-prisoners. 

(Signed) JOHN BOURKE. 

Sworn at Montreal, 16ib day of 
September, 1816, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS MCCORD, J.P. 
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Deposition of Michael Heden. 

Montreal, > MicHAsti Heden, late of Port Douglas at 
to mi, > Red River, in the territories of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, in North America, now at the city of Mont- 
real, in the Province of Lower Canada, blacksmith, maketh 
oath, that he was engaged on the first day of June one thou« 
sand eight hundred and twelve, to serve the Hudson’s Bay 
Companyin North Araerica,as a blacksmith, and in that year 
went to Hudson’s Bay, wher^lie remained till the following 
year, when he went to the settlement formed by the Earl of 
Selkirk at Red River aforesaid, and remained there until the 
said settlement was broken up and destroyed by the agents 
and servants ofthe Nor<h*West Company, in the summer 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and in 
the autumn of the same year, returned with new supplies, 
and another body of settlers to Red River aforesaid. That 
in the latter end of the winter, and in the spring of the pre- 
sent year, information was received at Fort Douglas afore- 
said, from Indians and Canadians, that the North-West 
Company were collecting Indians of the half-breed, being 
the bastard children of the partners and servants of thm 
company by Indian women, from their different trading 
posts, and were forming them into a body at their trading 
post called Fort Qai Appelle, which was then under the 
charge of Alexander M‘Donell, one of the partners in the 
said North-West Company, assisted by one Grant and one 
Fraser, both of them Indians of the said half-breed, and 
clerks in the service of the said Company, for the purpose 
of attacking and destroying, a second time, the settlement at 
Red River aforesaid; and this information was received 
through lso many channels as to leave no doubt of its truth ; 
an almost constant watch was, therefore, kept up, night and 
day, to discover the approach of any of the pttrties of the 
North-West Company. — On the nineteenth day of June, 
about five o’clock in the afternoouy a man in the watch- 
house called out to Governor Semple, that a party of horse- 
men were approaciiing the said settlement. The governor 
thjsn went into the watch-house, in order to observe them 
with a apy-glass, and two persons, Mr. Rogers, a gentleman 
from England, and Mr. Bourke, a store-keeper in the service 
of the colony, accompanied him, who also cxammed the 
party with a spy-glass* — It was then distinctly percjeived by 
all that a party of horsemeon armedc wrn* * - r*'" ' 
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■i^tlement in a hoatile manner, and in consequence, Gover 
ii^%lD{de d^ired of bis men to follow him towards 

tim lorsem^ to isscettsln wbat uras tbeir obieet. Thb 
hiidlle pt^y passed Fm-t pottglas, and entered (he si^tle- 
Uient below it, for (he it %otild appear, of making 

tbOsettiett prisoner^ atidi n^' htal already taken soiMO w 
them, when observing the^^proach of G^rdor Semple 
. and bis men, they iramediatliy gallopped t^lpiilr^em, and 
surrounded the governor and his ]^r(y. ’^hey'-dheii sent 
forward one of tiieir nnmber to speak with Governor Sera* 
pie, and one Boucher, the pOrton selected for the purpose, 
a Canadian, the son of a tar^rn keeper at Montreal, who 
was then a clerk .or engage, li^ the service of ti»e Nortb- 
llV^est Company, 'advanced in front of his party, and rode 
up to Governor Semple. 

When he came up to the governor, he desired, in an inso- 
Irat tone, to know what he was about. 'I?he governor de* 
sbed to know what he, the said Boucher, and his party 
wanted. The said Boucher said he wanted his fort. The 
governor desired him to go to bis fort; — whereupon the 
said Boucher said, addressing himself to the said governor, 
f' Why did you destroy our fort, you damned rascal f” the 

g overnor then laid hold of the bridle of the said Boucher's 
orse, saying, “ Scoundrel, do you tell me so?” — When 
these words were uttered, the said J^ycher jumped from bis 
horse, and a shot was instantly fireb by on® of the party of 
horsemen, by which a person of thijifinme of Holt, a clerk in 
the service of the colony, who adi^mpanied the governor, 
and was then standing near him, was killed. The said 
Boucher then ran to his party, and another -was fired 
from the same quarter, by v^ich Govetoof^Semple was 
wounded. When the said goV^imor received his wound, he 
immediately cried out to his niift, *' Dd what you can to 
“ take care df yourselves j” but the persmis who accompa- 
nied him, instead of seeking their own safety, crowded ronnd 
the governor to ascertain what injury he bad received, and 
while they were thus collected, in a small body in the centre, 
(be party of horsemen, which bad formed a circle ^ound 
them, fired a general volley afiongst them, by which the 
greater part were killed on the spot. The pciaoiis who re- 
main^ standing, took off their hats and called for mercy, 
but in vain ; the murderera gallopped upon them, and 
stabbed with sp^rs, and shot, nearly alt of them. — ^The de^ 
ponent escaped in the confusion to tbefiveriStIr, and crossed 
the river in a canoe with one Dmiiet M^Kay, who bad also 
the good fortune to escape, arid they both tetehed the fori 
in tlw night. — One, Micbaiel Kilkenny, and George Suthet«> 



also )eicaix|d at tbe same time by s^vimmlng over tlie 
ti’w, and the lives of two other of the persons who had 
accompanied Governor Semple^ name! Anthony M^Donel^ 
and John Pritchard, were spared at the intercession^of some 
of the murderers, to whom they known ; all the others^ 
twenfy»two in number, were, rotfrdered on the spot, and 
among these were Mri Rogers, Jif. Wilkinson, secretary to 
the governor, Holt, Mr. White, surgeon to the colony, 
and Mr. M^L^ii, the principal settler in the colony. The 
persons by whom this atrocious massacre was perpetrated, 
were the bastard half^Indiakis above-mentioned, in the service 
of the North-West Company, and their Canadian servants, 
headed by two or three of their clerks; the whole party, 
between sixty and seventy in number, having been collected 
from various quarters at the aforesaid trading post, called 
Qui Jppelle, and armed, equipped, and dispatched from 
that post under the orders of Alexander M^Donell above- 
named. Among the party, the deponent only saw three 
Indians, and he did not see any of these fire a shot, although 
he had his ejes upon them a principal part of the time* 
These three Indians, in the opinion of the deponent, must 
have been induced to accompany the party, from motives 
other than that of hostility towards the settlement or settlers, 
as the Indians of the different nations, inhabiting and frequent- 
ing tbd country at Red River, had always evinced the most 
friendly disposition towards the settlement, and lived on the 
best terms with the 8ettl0rs. Before, and at the time of the 
massacre just mentioned, there was an encampment of Indians 
of the Sautoux and Cree nations, opposile to Fort Douglas 
these lndiaii|i,|iot only took no part with the servants of the 
North-West Company in the perpietration of the massacre, 
but openly lamented it, and went out with carts to bring in 
the dead bodies, and assist^ in burying those which they 
brought in, having been prevented by fear from bringing all 
of them. Those which they did not bring in remained on 
the ground, a prey for the wild beasts. This deponent after- 
wards saw many of the said Indians, men and women, wring 
their bands in distress and shed te^irs at the departure of the 
settlers. In the morning succeeding the massacre, the said 
Grant, a clerk as aforesaid, in the service of the said North- 
W^est Company, with one Fraser, and one Bonrrassa, both 
clerks in the same service, with sixteen or seventeen men, 
(two or three of whom were Canadians, and the rest bastard 
half- Indians, also in the service of the said Company, l)eing 
part of the persons by whom the murders of the preceding 
day had been committed,) came to Fort Douglas, after the 
manner of conquerors, and insisted upon the immediate aban- 
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donmf nt of the fort and settlement. Allbough the sutyitui^ 
settlers were told that they might carry away all their private 
property^ while that of Lord Selkirk only should be corn 
sidered as prize^ yet almost every thing belonging to the 
private families was in effect plundered. And tliis depo- 
nent was even robbed of bis blankets and clothes. A written 
paper, of the nature of a capitulation, was drawn up between 
the said Grant and Mr. M‘I)oncll, who had then the care of 
the settlement, and this paper, as the deponent was informed, 
and believes, was signed by the said Grant, as clerk to the 
North-West Company. Two days after, all the settlers, 
men, women, and children, to the number of two hundred 
souls, 'among whom the deponent was, were compelled by 
the same party to embark in boats, to be conveyed to the 
sea-coast. On their second day’s journey towards Hudson's 
they were met by Archibald Norman M^Leorl, Esq. 
a partner in the North-West Company, one of the house of 
M*Tavish, M^Gillivrays, and Co. and also a justice of the 
peace for the Indian territories, with nine or ten canoes, and 
a batteau, with two pieces of artillery which had been some 
time before stolen and carried away from Lord Selkirk’s set- 
tlement at Red River, and having under his command 
ninety or one hundred men, all armed. When the party 
with the said M‘Leod approached the boats in which (he 
settlers were, they set up the Indiaii war-whoop, and the 
said McLeod inquired whether the Rascal and scoundrel 
** Robertson” (meaning a gentleman in the service of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, by whom the settlement, after its 
destruction in the summer of one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, had been re-established,) was in the boats, and 
being told he was not, he then inquired whether Mr. Semple 
was in them, and was informed of his fate.— The said M‘Leod 
afterwards compelled all the settlers to go ashore, and caused 
them to be detained there two days, altliough tliey had not 

E revisions sufficient for a quarter part of their journey to 
[udson’s Bay, and during this detention caused their bag- 
gage to be, searched, and every article they had to be exa- 
mined. In this search the said settlers were plundered by 
the persons acting under the qrders of the said M'Lcod, of 
some trunks and papers whicfl had belonged to Governor 
Semple, and some books of accounts belonging (o the colony, 
which some of the said settlers had found means to carry off 
with them. The said M'Leod questioned the deponent as to 
the particulars of what had happened at Red River, and, 
after bearing them, jaid, they are all lies,” and that he 
would have the deponent taken to Fort William, and put in 
irons to make him tell the truth* He Iheu put into toe de- 
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poQenf 8 bands a paper, purporting to be a subpcena, requir 
ing the deponent to appear and give evidence against John 
Bourke, at Montreal, of which paper a copy is subjoined, 
and told the deponent that under that paper he would be 
conveyed a prisoner to Montreal. The said M‘Leod, at the 
same time, made four other persons prisoners, viz. Daniel 
M* Kay, John Bourke, John Pritchard, and Patrick Cor- 
coran, and suffered all the others to proceed on their journey 
to Hudson’s Bay. While the boats. Conveying the settlers, 
were detained as aforesaid, a part of the murderers, Cana- 
dians and half-Indians, who had been engaged in the mas- 
sacre of Governor Semple and his party as aforesaid, and 
among the number the above named Fraser, came down from 
Fort Douglas to meet the said McLeod, and were received 
by him with open arms, and treated with liquors. These 
murderers were immediately employed by the said McLeod 
to guard the deponent and the others whom he had detained 
as prisoners, and to convey them as far as Point a Foutre, 
while the said McLeod went further on, for the purpose, as 
this deponent believes, of visiting Fort Douglas aforesaid, 
and making arrangements there. That the deponent, and 
the other prisoners with him, remained two days at Point a 
Foutre, in the custody of the said murderers, among whom 
were one Baudry, and one De Lorme ; and, at the expiration 
of that time, the said McLeod arrived, and taking the com- 
mand of the whole party, caused the deponent and his com- 
panions, some in irons, and some unfettered, to be conveyed 
to a trading post of the North-West Company, called Fort 
William. That the deponent heard John Bourke, one of 
the prisoners conveyed with him as aforesaid, relate some 
particulars of a conversation which took place between some 
partners in the North-West Conapany which he had over- 
heard previous to their arrival at Fort William, while those 
engaged in the conversation thought him asleep. That by 
this conversation it appeared to this deponent that there was 
a settled design in those partners to destroy the Earl of Sel- 
kirk, who was then on his way to the late setllenaent at Red 
River, and had halted in the neighbourhood of Fort William, 
and learning that one Chatelain, who was employed in the 
service of Lord Selkirk, and going up with him, was then 
witli his men, on an Island about seven miles from Fort 
William, this deponent became extremely anxious to convey 
to Lord Selkirk, through Chatelain, intelligence ot his dan- 
ger. The deponent, therefore, found means, during a storm, 
in OySmall canoe, and at great risk, to visit Chatelain, with 
whom he hail some communication* That, previous to this 
visit, no warrant of commitment hud been issued uguinst the 
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idepDtieQt, but iirheA H became kiidwn Uiat^ he bad a 
eemmQnidktioAieilh Cbatelain , be was abes^ and iUNtmilbi}, 
and a warrant was made out against him by William 
M‘GilIlTrsj, Esq. tbe principal partner in the Norlh«West 
Company, one of the house of M^Tarish, M^Gillivrays and 
Co. and a justice of the peace for the Indian territories, 
under which the deponent has lieen brought down and lodged 
in the gaol at Montreal, where he now is. I'hat after the 
' said warrant was signed bj tbe said William M^Gillivray 
the deponent was confined in a small room, in which there 
was a privy, without a window, and into which no light 
was receiv^, except through crevices between the logs com- 
posing the walls of the said building, and into this provi- 
sions were brought to him, and laid on the seat of the privy, 
to be used by him as a table* In this confinement the de- 
ponent was kept, in the hottest part of summer, during 
ten days, at the expiration of which time he was put into a 
canoe, to be conveyed to Montreal. That while the depo- 
nent was at Fort William aforesaid, he saw some of the mur- 
derers, who had come down with him, well received by 
partners in tbe North-West Company, who were then there. 

(Signed) MICHAEL HEDEN» 
Sworn at Montreal, 16th September, ' 

1816, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS M'CORD, J. P, 


Here follows a copy of ihe ps^^^purporiiitg to be a subpoena 
aboteti^fred to. 

Indian Territory. 

Gbokgb the Third, by the Grace of God, of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. 

To Patrick Cochrane and Michael Heden^ ^ 

We command you, and every of you, that all business 
being laid liside and all excuses ceasing, you do, in your 
proper persons,^^ appear before the Justice's of our Gdftirt of 
King’s 1%'nch, in and for the cilslrict of Montreal, asiigned 
and appointed by an Act of the Im|)erial Parliament of Great 
Britain, to hear and deterntine, all crimes and ofi*enctii com- 
mitted in the said Indian Territories, at the Term of the said 
Court, to beholden in the City of Montreal, in the District 
of Montreal, in the Province of Lower Canada, on the First 
l)ay of September at the hour of ten in the forenoon, 
to testify all and siiigulnr those things which you or any of 
you know couceruing a certain accusation against J. l^ 



Boufk^i foiJPelonj s Airf iHit you and erery of you ^afuin 
uo ^viae tapintt» under tbe Penalty of One Hundred PoM^^ 
BaUfior currency, and all other Penalties by law inftoted 
for such neglect Witness Archibald Norman 
Esa. one of the justices assigned to keep tbe peace, 8cc. hi 
and for theL said Indian Territory. Given at Fort Alex- 
Mder, tbe Ninth Day of July, in tbe year of Our Lord One 
Thousand Eifirht Hundred and Sixteen, and in the Fifty- 
sixth Year of His Majesty Reign. 

(Signed) A. N. MCLEOD, J. P. J.T. 


[ D. D. ] 

Letter from Mr^ Simon M^Qillivray, to the Right Honourahle 
Earl Bathurst, Sf'c. 

Montreal^ June 19tA, ISIS. 

My Lord ; 

I am induced to take the liberty of address- 
ing this letter to your Lordship^ in consequence of a com- 
municatton lately made by the Government of this province 
to ray brother, relative to the Earl of Selkirk's settlers on the 
Red River^ and the suspicions whicli his Lordship labours 
to excite against the North-West Company of instigating 
the Indians to hostile proceedings against them. 

I beg leave to enclose to your Lordship a copy of the 
communication referred to,{^mg a confidential letter front 
the Adjutant General writ^^il^y order of Sir Gordon Drum- 
mond*, together with a copy:^f my brother’s answer, and 
further, I beg leave to refer to the communication addressed 
to Mr.Goulbourne by Messrs. M‘Tavisb, Fraser, and Co. 
and Messrs. Inglis, Ellice, and Co. of London, on the ISih 
March last, in answer to the letter written by him to the 
North-West Company on the2iul of that month. 

I certainly entertained hopes that our statements in that 
conumunication, together with tbe verbal explanation which 
I had the honor to submit to your Lordship before I left 
London, would hare removed from your Lordship’s mind 
any impression unfavourable to the North-West Company, 
which miglit have been made by the Earl of Selkirk’s im- 
putations; and 1 still venture to hope that {his is the case, 
fjjr 1 am fully persuaded that without evidence to support 
such heavy accusutions as Lord Selkirk does not scruple to 
bring against the North-West Company, your Lordship 


Ssec the letter, page ST. 
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End arl kn6vfihmnccn9sAitm i6 
M HI te#l iiiife^iidid;*Eiid ccm^nentljr that no eTid^nca 
to cr«dii can be brought forward in 8up|ioirt bf 
ibetn^ 1 trust your Lordship is^ or very shortty will be 
snfisfied that the North-West Company have most 
uajustly caluinniatecl. The facts relative to Lord Setkirk^s 
eoWhy have already been sufficiently stated to your Lord- 
sbip> and also the facts that in its infancy the '^tilers were 
preserved from actual starvation solely by the means of 
subsistence afforded by the North-West Company. This 
conduct so different to that imputed to the Company by 
Lord Selkirk, is, I coitccive, of itself a sufficient refutation of 
his charges, and it certainly merited a very different return 
from what lias been made : for 1 have to inform your Lord- 
ship that in addition to the calumnies which liavc been so 
industriously propagated against us in England, it has been 
attempted to use this colony as an engine for the injury of 
our trade in this country, and I presume it is in anticipation 
of (he charges of violence and aggression which we have to 
bring against his Lorsliip’s agents, it is now attempted to 
excite a prejudice against us, and to make the party who 
arc really attacked and injured, appear to be the aggressors. 

In the spring of 1814 Mr. M^Donell, Lord Selkirk’s prin- 
cipal agent at the colony, and whose proclamation styling 
himself Governor of Ossiniboia has already been laid before 
your Lordship, did in virtue of this pretended authority, 
and with the assistance of the settlers, whose numbers had 
by successive importations, been greatly increased, forcibly 
seized and took possession of the provisions' whicli had been 
collected during the preceding winter by the North-West 
Company’s servants, and which provisions were as usual 
deposited at the mouth of the Red River, for the use of the 
people coming from the interior of the continent to our 
general rendezvous on the shore of Lake Superior; these 
provisions were indispensably requisite not merely for the 
transport of the Company’s property, but for the subsistence 
of the persons employed therein, and the object of thescizure 
was evident, for if it had ultimately succeeded, the com- 
munication of the Norih-West'Compaiiy with the interior 
ihust have been cut off, t!ie consequence of which would 
have been most ruinous; for the people from the interior 
could not have* brought out to Lake Superior their returns 
of furs, nor received tlieir usual supplies for the ensuing 
w inter : therefore they must in all probability have perished, 
or at all events tliey must have abandoned the property 
which was in their charge, and dispersed among the Indians 
in search of food. XbE persons iu charge oi these provi- 



tioQp baptag no appipbamioti® df any 
first instance taken by surprisef and the prinqiptU; 
made before, any ideh of such an attempt nras enterUiin^t 
else it would have been their duty to defend their charge^ 
and I hesitate not to say, to resist force by force, as much 
as it would have been the duty of any individual to defend 
his house or his person against a robber* They were how* 
ever inferior in numbers to M^Donell’s people; and they 
remained quiet until the arrival of the people from the 
interior, for whose subsistence the provisions had been col- 
lected; when this took place, the North-West Company’s 
people far oi||-numbered the M^Donell’s people, including 
the settlers tlie servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company^ 
but they committed no act of violence or retaliation, they 
only stated that they must have their proyisons, and that 
they had the means of taking them by force if necessary; 
tJpon this occasion the Indians who had heard of the seizure 
of our provisions, came to the assistance of the traders, and 
I enclose to your Lordship a copy of the speech which 
their principal chief delivered from his tribe, and by wliich 
your Lordship will see that their assistance was refused. 
The North-West Company’s people however only received 
a part of the provisions which had been seized, and they 
submitted to leave a part in M^Donell’s possession, waving 
at the same time the right he assumed, and the necessary 
authority under which be presumed to act, to be invest!* 
gated elsewhere, and the necessary legal measures for that 
purpose are in contemplation* 

These facts, Lowl, do not rest upon vague assertions, 
or upon the authority of unknown correspondents, such as 
them quoted by Lord Selkirk in his letter to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, — they arc substantiated by affidavits taken 
before the magistrates appointed under the act of parlia- 
ment (43 Geo. HI. cap. 13S) for extending the jurisdiction 
of the courts of justice in this province to the Indian terri- 
tories in the interior, and upon my return to England I 
hope to have the honor of laying before yoyr Lordship 
copies of these affidavits duly authenticated, as well as other 
documents which may tend to throw light upon the subject. 

In regard to Lord Selkirk’s colony, I have always been of 
opinion that the attempt to establish it would ultimately 
lead to fatal quarrels between the Indians and settlers ; and 
as an humble individual I used every endeavour in my 
power to disseminate this opinion among ray countrymen 
in the highlands of Scotland, in order, if possible, to prevent 
them from beins misled by his Lordship’s illusive adver- 
tisements, one or which has already been laid before your 
Lordshi o* . 





My cotinectioiis \rith the North-West Company gave 
me tne means of obtaining correct information, and exmrn 
ence has only justified the opinion I was at first lea to 
form; but it is surely unnecessary to point out to your 
Lordship the distinction between an opinion that the Indians 
Would ultimately destroy the colony and an intention to 
instigate them to the massacre of my countrymen^ The 
same opinion I still entertain, and it is strengthened by the 
violent and ignorant conduct of Lord Selkirk's agents. 
The massacre of my deceived countrymen on the Red River 
1 consider an evil by no means improbable, but the idea of 
instigating so horrid a deed, 1 do for myself, |pd on behalf 
of niy connections, most solemnly and indignantly deny.-^ 
And I hope we are too well known to render the denial 
necessary. 

I trust your Lordship will pardon the freedom with which 
upon this occasion 1 have ventured to express myself. Im- 
putations such as those which the Earl of Selkirk attempts 
to fasten upon the North-West Company, cannot but rouse 
the indignant feelings of any honorable man ; ai\d it is im- 
possible to reply to such calumnious accusations in mode- 
rate terms t for Lord Selkirk's rank, the individuals com- 
prising the North-West Company, entertain proper respect ; 
but when be condescends to become their rival as a trader^ 
they must endeavour to meet him or his agents on equal 
terms; and if instead of fair commercial emulation and en- 
terprise, violence and calumny are employed against them, 
I trust the impartiality of his Majesty's Government, and 
the justice of their own cause, will always enable them to 
resist the one and refute the other. 

In concluding I beg leave to mention one circumstance 
which may probably merit your Lordship's consideration* 
The settlers by proc^ing up beyond the Forks of the Red 
River have got to the southward of the latitude of 49^, so 
that if the line due west from the Lake of the Woods is to 
be the boundary with the United States of America, and if, 
contrary to« my expectation. Lord Selkirk's colony should 
continue to flou]|^sh, it will not be a British, but an Ameri- 
can settlement, unless specially excepted in the adjustment 
of the boundary." 

1 have the honor to.be, 

* With high respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient 

And most humble Servant, 
(Signed) SIMON M‘G1LLI VRAY. 

To ihe Right Son, Earl Sdihursii 
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[ E. E. ] 

DepoMon of John Charles Sayer* 

Before Thomas Earl of Selkirk, one of his Majesty’s 
justices, assigned to keep the peace in the western district of 
Upper Canada, and also" in the Indian territories and parts of 
America not within the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada, appeared John Cliatles Sayer, clerk and interpreter 
in the service of the North-West Company, wlio being 
duly sworn on the*TIbly Evangelists, deposeth, 

Tf)at he was stationed at the fort, or trading-post of Lake 
la PInie, last June, under the command of Mr. Leith, where 
Mr. A.N. M‘Leo(l arrived. from Montreal alon<r with several 
other partners of the North-West Company, on their way 
to Red River. That at the time of their arrival a number 
of Indians were collected near the post for the purposes of 
trade, as usual at that season of the year, including not only 
the Indians of the department itself, but also others from 
Round Lake, and Red Cedar Lake, who usually trade with 
the post of Fond du Lac. That in the course of the next 
day after Mr. McLeod’s arrival, the deponent was instructed 
to speak privately to one of the most considerable of these- 
Indians, called the Round Lake Chief, and to learn whether 
he was disposed to go with Mr. M‘Leod and the other gentle- 
men to Red River, to assist there in defending the rights of 
the North-West Company, That accordingly he did con- 
verse with this chief, and ascertained that lu* was disposed 
to follow them. That in the afternoon of ihe same day all 
the Indians about the place were invited to a council in the 
great hall of the fort, at which were present Messrs. Alex- 
ander M'Kenzic, Robert Henry, M^Murray, and Leith, 
partners of the North-West Company, and Mr. Charles 
Grant, a clerk, as also Messrs. Misani and Brumby, officers 
of p^ Meuron’s Regiment, who had arrived in company with 
Mr. M‘Lcod. That the deponent was instruetei to pre- 
pare three kegs of liquor, with a proportional quantity of 
tobacco for the Indians, and that when these were ready and 
placed before them, lie was instructed by Mr. MfLeod (o 
niake a speech to the Indians, telling them that lh(>se gentle- 
men present were going to Red River to try to recover their 
fort, and to rescue Mr. Cameron, and wouhl lx* glad if the 
Indians would follow them, adfling that they did not go as 
fighting characters, but they were told that guns were placed 
to prevent thein ifirdm passing, and that if they were attacked 
they would defend themselves, also that they had ex pressedl 
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a wish to haTc some of the Kii>^’s officers to accompany 
them, and that Government had accordingly granted them 
the t^vo officers who were present, upon which the said 
Rpund Lake chief answered in the name of the rest of the 
Indians, expressing their attachment to the traders of the 
North-West Company, and that they were ready to go 
wherever they desired them, and accordingly the next day 
the said chief, with sixteen or twenty^other Indians, set out 
with Mr. M‘Leod for Red River. IMie deponent observed, 
that the expressions which he was instructed to use in the 
speech were such as the Indians would certainly understand 
as implying an instruction to go to war against the oppo- 
nents of the North-West Company. 

The deponent further declares, that some weeks after this 
he was present wlieri a Canadian of the name of V incent 
Roy delivered to Mr. Daniel Mdvenzie a letter directed to 
the Earl of Selkirk, which had been entrusted tt) liim by 
Miles M‘Donell, Esq. and that he saw Mr. Md\enzie in- 
close this letter unop<*ncil to the agent of the North-West 
Company at Fort William. 

(Signed) .TOllN CHARLES SAYER. 

Sworn before me, at Fort William, 
on the 8th of November, 18 Iti, 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J. l\ 


[ F. F. ] 

Affidatit by George Campbell. 

(Priuted from the Copy in Appendix, No. VII, of ‘‘ A Narraiiw of 
Oceurreices,” tVe.) 

George CAMPBLr.L, late of Scotland, in the parish of 
Creicli,and county of Sutherland, deposeth. That in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight iiuridrcd and thir- 
teen, hearjng that f^ord Selkirk was establishing a colony 
in the North- West Country of Canada, and understanding 
that William McDonald, one. :)f Lord Selkirk's agents, had 
arrived at Hrorii, (a small village in the county of Suther- 
land), for the purpose of engaging individuals to settle in 
said North-West country of Canada, went to inquire into 
the particulars of the airreenient. 

That on his arrival at said village of Brora, he went to the 
lodgings of William M^DooaW, and after breaking the sub- 
ject to him, was informed by said William McDonald, that 
oil his arrival at Red River, in said North-West country of 
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Canada, upon paying the sura of five shillings sterling per 
acre, he would be put in immediate possession of as much 
land as he should require. 

That any one of the settlers who could not pay the stated 
sum of five shillings sterling per acre, would be furnished 
with the like quantity for the rent of one bushel of wheat 
per acre per annum, or until payment at the rate aforesaid 
should be made. 

That upon being put in possession of said land, he was to 
receive all implements of husbandry, live stock, &c. necessary 
to equip a husbandman, without exception. 

That upon being thus informed, he took his leave of said 
William McDonald, (without giving him any decisive an- 
swer), and refurntd to his home in the parish and county 
aforesaid, where he was in about a week after visited by said 
W illiam M‘DonakL 

That upon conversing some time with him, he signed a 
paper, to which were prefixed the names of those already 
engaged. 

That upon signing tliis paper, he conceives, but cannot 
assert it as a fact, that he paid said William McDonald 
two shillings sterling, but is positive that otliers who signed 
it, actually did pay two shillings sterling^. 

That NV’illiam McDonald having collected a few signa- 
tures, he took his departure and returned to Brora, pre- 
viously telling him (this deponenf) that he \vould he ap- 
prized of his Lordship’s arrival in Scotland. 

That some time after these transai fions, (he cannot be 
exact to the period), he was informed tliat Lord Selkhk had 
arrived in Sutlierlandshire, ami witli a view to meet his 
Lordship, went to Helmsdale, parish of Loth, and county of 
Sutherland. 

That on his way to said village, he met his Lordship and 
agent, Mr. MH^ellan, near a public-house, on their way to 
Donald McKay’s, in the parish of Kleyne, county aforesaid. 

Tlial liis Lordship having opened the door of ins carriage, 
spoke him (this deponent) on the subject of the agree- 
ment he had formed with William McDonald: his Lord- 
ship desired him to accompany them to Don^id M‘Kay’s in 
the parish of Kleyne. 

That in their route they stopt at Mr. Ross’s dwelling- 


• The absurdity of this Deponent, saying he conmveSf but taon't assert 
it as a fact, that he gave a couple of Wiilliiigs to another person, and at .the 
aahie time, takas it upon himself jmitivcly to assert that others did pay 
their two shillings, U too glaring I Had it been the reverse, one might have 
believed him. 
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house, t?here, leaving the coach, his Lordship proceeded on 
horseback* 

That, on their arrival at Donald M^Kay*s, they found a 
number of persons there on business of the same nature. 

That his Lordship, haying dined, convened those who 
were present, corroborating in every respect the propomis 
of Mr. William McDonald, and shaking bands very cordi- 
ally with almost all those who were assembled. 

That he (this deponent) remained at Donald M‘Kay^s 
about three hours, when his Lordship desired him to go, 
and prepare himself for the.ypyage, giving him twenty clays 
to arrange his affairs; whicfi he did, telling his Lordship 
that he would return to Helmsdale at the time appointed. 

That having settled his family concerns, &c. he returned 
to Helm«idale, and there learned that his Lordship had gone 
to Slroinness. 

That having staid two days at Helmsdale, he, in company 
with William McDonald, (who had lodged with him 
during their stay at Helmsdale), proceeded to Stromness in a 
schooner, where they arrived in two days from the time of 
their embarkation. 

That in Stromness lie hired lodgings, and William McDo- 
nald lodged w ith him ; that he saw his Lordship here (Strora- 
ness), and paid into his hands the sum of thirt y guineas, for 
his wife and child’s passage, also his own ; for which pay- 
ment he received a note from his Lordship, and which he 
has now in possession. 

T|)at he also deposite d in his Lordship’s hands the sum ot 
forty-two pounds sterling, (for which he also received bis 
Lordship’s note), as payment of a tract of land; his Lord 
ship at the same time telling, that should he not like thi 
land, be had his (Lord Selkirk’s) full permission to go else- 
where. 

That he remained fourteen days at Stromness, (during 
which time no conversation of importance passed between 
his Lordship and him)^ when be and others, under the same 
circumstances, embarked on board the Prince of Wale^ 
(merchant ship). * 

That his Lordship camerm board the Prince of WaleS; 
and told him^^ncl others, that it would be necessary for some 
of (hem to keep watch in their turn, to prevent sickness, 
which might occur from being crowded below. 

That, previous to his leaving Slromiim, his Lordship hac 
told him to carry a gun with him, as he would requite om 
to defend himself from any attack made by liis enemies. . 

That be cannot state the time when the Prince of Wale 
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left Stro^ni^css ; bat states, that said sbiparrired atOhur^ill 
Cove \iv tW season autnmn ev^Uee^v 

Thai on Vis \andiDg at the CpTe, bo was very ill .pwrlcled 
for, being under the necessity of laying under old sails, ioiid 
his provisions at tiie same time. exceedingly bad; and he 
firmly believes it to be the effect of ill treatment, that a 
nupiber of the colonists died. 

That his Lordship had desired him (this deponent) tp 
bring neither money, clothes, or any other articles necessary, 
for that he could procure them as cheap at Red River as in 
Sutheriandshire. 

That on his arrival at Churchill, he found that nothing 
could be purchased but with ready cash, and at so great a 
price that he uns surprised ; he having paid for one pound 
of tobacco, five shillings and sixpence sterling. 

That, instead of the allowance of English provisions, such 
as labouring men are accustomed to receive in Great Britain, 
and which Lord Selkirk had said should be allowed him, 
Mr. Archibald McDonald, one of his Lordship’s agents, who 
was pres<*nt at the lime when this promise was made, issued 
one pound of oatmeal and half a partridge per day, to each 
man, (with tiie same allowance for a woman and two chil- 
dren), togol her with eight pounds molasses, and eight pounds 
damaged pease, for every mess of twelve men |>er week*. 

That upon demonstrating to Archibald McDonald, that 
such was not the kind of provisions promised by his Lord- 
ship in his (Archibald McDonald’s) presence, Archibald 
McDonald answered him, that he ought to be content with 
what he got, as it was good enough for him. The depo- 
nent also states that the English provisions which had 
accompanied them, were taken from them (the colonists), 
and issued to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s servants; and 
states tluit, to procure the scanty pittance of half a par- 
tridge per day, they were under the necessity of (ravelling 
fifteen miles, to draw it on sleighs ; that if they (the colo- 
nists) refused to comply, their provisions were immediately 
stopt. . ^ 

That on liis route from Churchill to Red River, they 
laboured in the same manner as the servants of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, and without recompence. 

That on their (the colonists’) arrival at Red River, one 


^ The settlers (aniou^ whom was Georjte Cainpl>ell) while unavoidably 
datained at Chmchill, wlieie they ccrtaijily experienced considerable 
privations, had, however, uii allowance of good and wholesome food, pease, 
pearl-barley, oatmeal, molasses, partridge, beef or pork, of nearly two 
pounds per day for each person, Uif ludivg women and children. 
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hundred acres of land was ^iven to eacli settler, and that he 
and five or six settlers were furnished with horses. 

That he received no implements of husbandry or live 
stock, and all the kitchen furniture lie could procure, was an 
old frying pan, and a small copper kettle. 

That the provisions issued to them at Red River were 
very indifierent, such as pemican and cat fisli ; no salt could 
be procured. 

That Miles M‘PoneU assembled the settlers at his dwel- 
ling-house, in Red River settlement, and calling him (this 
deponent), Angus M‘Kay, and John Mathusoii to his room, 
desired them to tell the settlers that arms would be furnislied 
them for their defence. 

That he went out and spoke to the settlers on the sub- 
ject, and which measure they all adopted, but two would 
not. 

That upon this, they were formed into a line at the end 
of Mr. Miles M^DoneU’s house, where they were treated to 
a glass of spirits per man, Miles M‘Donell at the same time 
telling him, that the laws of this country (meaning Red 
River) were, the stronger parties dictating to the weaker. 
After this harangue, each man was furnislied with a gun 
and ammunition. 

That finding his treatment the reverse to what he was led 
to expect from Lord Selkirk’s representations, and for the 
reasons specified in this deposition, he judged it expedient 
to return to Canada, and for that purpose requested a pas- 
sage from Red River, from Mr. D. Cameron (a proprietor 
in the North-West Company), which was granted. 

And farther this deponent says not. 

St. Mary Two Falfsy Wlh Augusty 1815. 

(Signed) GEORGE CAMPBELL. 

Sworn before me, one of Ilis Ma- 
jesty’s Justicesof the Peace for 

the Indian Territories, 

(Signed) , JOHN JOHNSON. 


[ G. G. ] 

• * 

Declaralion and Confession of Charles Reinhard. 


Mol 80 ussign 6 Charles de Reinhard, ra’6tant rendu pri- 
sonnici aCapitaineD’Orsounens auLac la Phiie le 2*^ Octobre, 
l8t6, cn consequence de diff^rentes circonstances arriv6es 
depois le terns de mon service dans la Compagnie de Nord* 
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Ouest, et pour ce qui a rapport a la mort de M. O. Keveney, 
fait volonlairemcnt la declaration suivante : — 

Ayant fini mon terns de service conime Coulour-Ser^eant 
dans le Regiment de l\Jcuron j’ai etc reconimande par M. le 
Lieutenant de Mezani, Commandant de rna rompagnie, a 
Messrs. W . M^Gillivray et McLeod, pour etre Cotnmis dans 
la Compagnie du N. W. et j’ai obtenu ensuite inon conge 
du Regiment le 24 Ayril 1816, par recommendation par- 
ticulierc faite a son Excellence le Gouverneur Sir Gordon 
Drummond. 

Je me suis engage avec la plus haute opinion que j’ai re 5 U 
(le M. Mezani pour servir avec tout ie z^le possible une 
societe la plus honorable, et protegee par le gouverneraent, 
ct j’ai ete tres satisfait de partir pour le Nord <mi compagnie 
de Messrs, les Lieutenants Mezani ct Brumby, qui avoient 
permission crabsence du regiment pour six mois, siir la de- 
mande de la Compagnie du Nord-OUcsl, pour rendre une 
conle impartialle au gouvernement dc tout ce qui se passeroit 
dans ce pays. 

Durant le voyage j’ai entendu parler pliisieurs fois d’une 
opposition, sans cornprendre oii et comme ellec(oi(, jusqu’a 
ce que nous sommes arrives au Lac la Pluie ou M. Mezani 
m’informa,comrne M. McLeod souhaitoit, que je misse mon 
habit militaire, ainsi qne mon camarade Heurtre, Messrs, 
M'GilUvray, M‘Leod, et Mezani nous ayant reconimande 
de Ics prciuire avant le depart dc Montreal pour paroitre 
dans un conseil des Sauvages, qui cut lieu dans la chambre 
d’audience ou Messrs. Mezani et Brumby out eie introduit 
comme Capitaines, moi et Heurtre a Icur cote comme gens 
du Roi. M. McLeod dirigeoit le discours pour Tlnterpr^te, 
et faisoit expliqucr aux Sauvages, ce qui s’e toil passe a la 
Riviere Rouge, oii M, Robertson avail pris le fort comme 
un voleur, les piisonniers maltraites, et apres le pillage tout 
brule, et ce qu’on avoit a craindre d’autres violences, en 
consequence le gouvernement avait envoy e Messrs, les Offi- 
tbiers, pour voir que justice fut rendu, et M. McLeod invita 
les Sauvages de prendre partie avec la Compiigni(;dii N. W. 
et de Icur dormer assistance pour defend re leu r droit, sur 
quoi un chef des Sauvages et vingt-quatre doses jeunes gens 
apr(5s avoir re^u des presents et ammunition, sont partis Ic 
lendemain avec la brigade, la moitie dans leurs proprcs 
caniits, et la moitie dans ceux de la brigade. 

Arrives au fort lias de la Riviere, M, McLeod fit ouvrir 
les caisses d’armes, et armtirent les Canadiens ; on embarqua 
deux pieces de canons de metal, ct la brigade monta jusqu^a 
la Riviere des Morts, pour y attendre encore des can6t$ 
d’Athabasca, qui soot arrives le lendemain* LeSS^^^Juin 
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la bvigade est a?anc6 dans la Riviere des Morts, et renbontra 
deux barges de colonistes^ dont M: McLeod Tislta tbutas les 
cassettes, coffres, 8ui. et garda beaucoup de papiets : il ne 
fit prisonnier que M. Pritchanl, de quizes premiers details 
des ^v^nemens qui ont eii lieu, a ia ktvi^re Rouge, fiirent 
obtenus« Ayant retrograde jusqu^ul cauipement precedent 
avec les colonistes, M. Boiirke qui 6loit blesse, et tne : autres 
serriteurs de la Compagnie d’fludsou’s Bay, ont 6fe fait 
prisonniers, et mis tous ensemble dans une tente, dont j’avois 
la surveillance. 

Lelendemain M. McLeod et les autres proprietaires pre^ 
seos^ avec pliisienrs commis, sont partis en canots allege 
pour la Fourchc, ainsi que Messrs. Mezaniet Brumby, qui 
aussitot apres leur retour et des autres Messrs, de la Riviere 
des Morts, sonl partis avec M. Hughes pour Fort William, 
pour apponer les nou voiles 4 M. Wra. MHjillivray, et de la 
se rendre a Montreal immediatement. A pres que hi brigade 
fut rasseinble, on in*eiivoya avec les priSonniers au Jas de la 
Riviere, et la brigade se reiuUt au Grande Rapitle, craignant 
que M. Robertson n’intcrcepta les canols charges d* Atha- 
basca, ct Messrs. M^Donell et M^Lellan sont arrives quaire 
ou cinq jours apre^s raoi, au Bas do la Riviere avec quinze 
Bois Brutes, trois canons, dont deux petit de metal, et uti de 
fer, deux fusils de rempart, ct environ cinquante fusils — 
rousquets — de Tancien niodelc de I’armee. Au retour de la 
brigade du Grande Rapidc, les prisonniers ont ele cmbarqu6 
pour Fort William, et j’ai regu la direction sous le com- 
mandement de M. M^Lellan dc mettre Ic fort en etat cie 
defense, tanl centre M. Robertson, qui a ete suppose vouloir 
prendre ce poste de provisions, ou il y avoit quatre ou cinq 
cent sacs de pemicaii, qu’i rccevoir avec les canons et 
quarante fusils en reserve toujours charges, chaque candt de 
la Compagnie d’Hudson’s Bay qui tenteroit dc passer la 
poste. 

Ayant appris, que Ic Milord Selkirk ctoit arrive au Sault 
aviso grand nombres d’hommes, canons, &c.'oii redonbla de 
vigilance nu.fort, M^Lellan faisanrt croire a tout le monde, 
que le*Milorcl etoit leur plus grand entiemi, avilissant son 
cairact^re de toute manidre, — et iepresentant le pamphlet de 
M. SlVaban comme parlant de Milord avec frop de modera- 
tion, publiatit I’opinion de trois avocats pour proiiver la 
nuilite de la chartre, et representant Ldrd^ Selkirk comme 
agissani sans authbrite, et thisant des loix h sa fa^on que 
le gouternement 6toit decldemihcnt en favehr de la Cbm- 
pagnie du N. 'W. puisqu’il avoit eiivby^ delix offibiers, 
pour voir toiR etoit en rdgIe:*-^qile 'toat ce qili fait ' 
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Loid Selkirk sans la connoissance, ou Tagr^ment da 
GotiTernement. 

Ihns h commencement d*Ao(jt on a appris au bas de la 
Riviere, qu'il 6toit arrive dans Ic Lac du Bonnet nne barge 
d’Anglois de la Baie d^Hudson avcc pen de mondc. Par lei 
premiers c^an6ts cliarg6s pour Athabasca il arriva tin bomme 
de cetfe bar^, qui dit, quMl ne imuvoit plus rester avec M* 
Keveny qui comraande cctte barge, ct que ses camarades 
ecbappcroient aussi ala premiere occasion. — Quelques jours 
apr^s quatres autres hommcs de celte barge sont arriv6s avec 
des autres canfits pour Athabasca. Deux ou trois jours 
aprfes M. M‘Leod etant arrive du Fort William examina 
les homraes, dont un nomm6 Hay a fait serment, que M. 
Keveny avoit cruellement maltraite lui et ses camarades, snr 
cela M. McLeod donna un warrant contre lui, et nomma 
raoi, et un de ses propres liorames norame Castalo, comme 
connetablet pour tiller Tarreterau portage, oil ses gens Tavoit 
abandonne. M. M‘Lellan 4 >rdonna six Bois-Brules avec 
moi pour assistance ; en arrivant sur Ics dix heures de 
matin, j’ai trouve M. Keveny ‘dans sa tente, et je lui^ai 
annonce ma mission, Ic faisant prisonnicr au noni du Roi ; 
il fut tr^s surpris, il saisit ses pistolets pour sedefendre. — Lui 
ayant represente que son opposition k la loi seroit nne cause 
inevitable de sa mort immediate, il resta tranquille et de- 
manda a voir le warrant ptir lequcl il etoit arrSt4. — L’ayant 
lu, il vint dc nouveau furieux, ct j'avois beaucoup de peiiie 
& empecher les Bois^Brules de lo tuer. M. Keveny fut 
emmenc prisoiinier au bas de la Rivitirc!; j’ai laiss6 I’intetii 
prete Primeau pour avoir soin de ses proprietes d6ja sous 
la charge de son commis, noram6 Cowly, ct son doraestique 
un Irlandois. Arrives au fort avec Ic prisonriier, il cut une 
vive dispute avec M‘Lcllan, prctendaiit ne point etre sous 
la jurisdiction du Canada, etant sur la (erritoire de laCom* 
pagiiie de la Baie d’Hudson, il pretendoit Stre independant 
du loi du Canada. Le Icndemain vers les dix heures il fut 
embarqu4 pour Fort William avec cinq Bois-Brules, a qui 
M. M^Lellan remit des fers pour en foire usage eii cas que le 

S risonnier fit resistance. J^ai ensuitc appris des Bois* 
(rules, qu’arrives aii portage^ le prisonnicr se condiiisit de 
maniere a les obligcr de le garrotter, et lui meitre les fers aur 
iTiains. Le commis de M* Keveny (Cowly) 6tant abandonn^'^ 
se rendit au fort, dcraanda a M. M^Lellaii de recevoir contre 
un ref a la barge avec la charge, et de lui accorder la libert6| 
ct encore un homme pour retounier avec un petit can6t an 
Fort Albany, ils eioient veiius. Le ref « a 6te delivr^ 
pour quatrC veaux, une alembique, uue caisse d’armes, des 
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m fort il delivra dos papiei^ de M. Keveny & M. M^Lellaiii 
et il garda pour lui les habillemens qu’il(M. Keveny) avoit 
laiss6 en partant pour Fort*William ; il fit en outre present 
a M. M^Lellan de livre, flacon a vin, cliandeliers^ tasses^ et 
autres petites articles. 

Parmi les papiers il y avoit des instructions imprim^t 
d*Hudson"s Bay. J’ai appris quo M. MM)onell ayant ren- 
contre le prisonnier et les cinq Bois-Brules, Templa5a les 
cinq Bois-Brules par deux jeunes Canadiens, et iiii Sauvage 
comme guide, pour coridiiire le prisonnier au Lac la Pluie. 
Messrs Stiiartet Thompson ayant rencontre, trois ou quatres 
jours apres, ce canot, le firent retourner. Les Canadiens ct le 
Sauvage s’elant dispute, il se separerent, cf les Canadiens, 
ignorant le chemin, n’ont plus pu suivrc leur route, out 
abandoiine Ic prisonnier dans unc petite isle, ct son! restes 
dans une autre isle pas loin de lui. M. Stuart etant arrive 
au basde la Riviere avee la nouvelicque Fort William etoit 
pris, M^LclIan renvo3^a avee 411 canot allege a Athabasca 
pour avertir -M. M‘Lcod, et uii antre a la Riviere Rouge 
p«ur avertir M. APDonell, qui arriva au has de la Riviere le 
Septembre, dans la nuit, avee les Bois-Brules ct des 
Sauvages. Pendant tout ce terns on attendoit M. Keveny, 
qui nWrivoit point, et on conjeciuroit ou que le Sauvage 
Favoit tue, ou que les Canadiens s’etoient egares, ou que 
le canot avoit tail naufrage. Le 6‘*'® ilc Septembre M. 
M^Donell et APLellaii ont assemble (out le monde au bas 
de la Riviere pour un conseil^ ou representa dans une procla- 
mation la prise du Fort William, et les dangers qu’on cour- 
roient en perroettant i Fennemi de pcrielrer plus avaiit, et 
demanda, ceux qui voudroient se rendre volontairenient au 
Lac la Pluie, de s'aiinoncer. La piupart ayaiit refuse et 
prefere defeiidre leurs terres ala Riviere Rouge, M. IVPLel- 
lan en pris un canot allege avee M. Grant, Oadot, et luoi, scs 
Bois-Brules, et son domestique, un Canadicn, dans Fintontion 
dese rendre au Lac la Pluie pour apprendre des nouvclles, et 
en m^me temps chercher k dccouvrir ce qu’etoit dcveiiu M. 
Keveny. Cendant le voyage la conversation general 6toit 
que si on le trouvoit, il falloit tucr, etant un ennemi deter- 
mine de la Compagnie, et qu’il pourroit faire beaucoup do 
pommage a la Riviere Rouge, si dans le ten)s il auroit occa- 
sion de prendre vengeance. Apr£^ quatre jours de marcbe, 
le Sauvage s’est trouve pr^s d’unc petite riviere, quelques 
heuresapres on apper§ut les Canadiens, aux quels M^Lellan 
admiriistroit beaucoup d’invectives, ct plusieurs coups de 
perches, pour avoir battu le^auvage et abandonne le prison- 
nier. Les Bois-Brules ont insulle les Canadiens pour avoir 
empech^ au Sauvage de tuer le prisonnier^ qui disoiciit, il 
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auroit dfi Ure mis k mort au moment quHl fut pris, M. 
M^Lellan s’6tant inform6, ok il pourroit trouver le prisonnier, 
il prit les Canadiens dans Ic can6t, le Sauvage y elant d6ji, 
reconvert cruii manteau Ecossais, afin de n*6tre pas reconnu* 
M. MVLellaii en fut furieux en arrivaut a I’isle ok le prison- 
nier avoit et6 abandonne, sans Ic trouver, croyant qu’il 
s’etoit echappe de la cote de la Baie d’Hudson, et cliercha 
chez (ous les Sauvages, jiisqirsL cequ’il le trouva pi^r sa tenfe, 
qui 6toit pres d’une famille de Saiivages, a qiii M^Lellan fit 
present de rum et tabac, et traifa un petit can6t pour faire 
cmbarquer le prisonnier avec moi et un Bois-Brule, et le 
Sauvage, disant a moi, Faites croire au prisonnier qu’il doit 

descendre au Lac la Pluie. Nous nc pouvons pas le tuer 
ici parmi les Sauvages. Nous vous attcndrons plus loin, et 
quand vous trouvcrez un endroit favorable, vous savez ce 
que vous avez a faire.” — Siir quoi il partit. Environ trois 
quarts d’heures apres que les femmes Sauvages eurent finis 
de gommer le petit canfit, j’ai fait cmbarquer le prisonnier 
avec tout son baggage, al’exception d’une valise et un port- 
manteau qui furent mis dans le canot de M. M^Lellan, et 
environ un quart de lieue de la, la riviere faisant un ebud, 
et M, Keveny ayant demande de mettre pied a terre pour 
scs besoins, j’ai dit a Mainvillc, (le Bois-Brule) nous 
sommes assez loin des Sauvages, tu peux tirer quand il 
sera proebe pour se rembarquer,” le Sauvage tenoit le 
canot par devant, et moi j’etois aussi a terre. Quand M. 
Keveny approeba pour s’embarquer, Mainville lui lacha son 
coup de fusil, dont le contenu lui traversa le cou, et comme 
j’ai vu que Ic coup n’etoit pas assez mortel, et que M. Keveny 
vouloit encore parler, etant tombe en avant sur le canot, 
je lui ai passe raon sabre par derriere le dos contre le cceur 
k deux reprises, afin de terminer ses souffrances. Etant bien 
mort, ilsdepouill^reiifle cadavre,et le portbrent dansle bois, 
M’elant rendu au camp de M. M‘Lellan, qui, en voyant 
arrive le petit canot, il envoya M. Grant ct Cadot, pour me 
deraander si M. Keveny ctoit tue.— Ayant reporulu qu oni, 
ils m’informerent que M. M'Lellan les avoit envoye pour 
me donner la direction de dire qu’il n’est pas tue, sur quoi je 
leur dis, qu’il cst tue, ct qui jc ne le cacherois pas, puis- 
qu’il etoit execute par ses ordres. Arrives au camp, 
M^Lellan a demande les details du mcurli%, que je lui ai 
donn6 comme oi-dessus, et je lui ai remis sa (ente, son 
lit, ct tout le baggage; il examina tons les papiers pen- 
dant la nuit, brulant les uns et gardant les autres, et le 
reste il remit i ma discretion: j’ai distnbue entre les Bois- 
Brules quelques habillements portes. M. Grant demau- 
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Mrf, lou9 fut laUs4 m cache pour le retmir du hxc 
faPluic. Nous Arriv&mes le 13 Septembre au soir^ an Fort 
liac la Pluie, trouvant quc le fort u’eloit pas occupe par 
le parti de Lord Selkirk, M, M^Ldlan proposa de se remlre 
au Fort Wiliiaiu pour obtcnir dcs intelli^rices, ce qui ayant 
refus6 par les Bbis-Brules, il rae proposa d’y descendre 
4a0s uii petit candt avcc deux au trois Canadiens, niais 
Mr.Deasc ajant sa famille au fort, demanda et obtint d’y 
alter k ma place. M. M'Lellan partit pour le Bas dc la 
Riviere, le dix-sept, et luoi j’etois pour rester au Lac la Pluie 
jusqu’au retour de Mr. Dease; le 2***^ Octobre de grand 
matin j^ai rc^u une lettre du Capilaine D’Orsonnens, qui 
avoit appris par Ics Sauvages, que j'etois la, il m^avertissoit 
de ne pas fuir de Tendroit, qu’il avoit absolument a me 
parler coucernant les atfaires de la Riviere Rouge, m* * envoy- 
ant en mSme temps une copie de la proclamation du Gou- 
veraement. Capilaine D’Orsonnens 6taut arrive sur les deux 
beures avec Mr. Dease, et m’ayant explique les circonstances 
des deux Compagnies, et que ceux du N. W. qui 4toit 
a la Riviere Rouge seroit corisidere coramc rebelles an 
Gouvernement, s’il persistoit dans leur conduite, je fus.des 
plus surpris de cette nouvelle, et sourtout fremit d’horreur 
an crime affreux, auquel ces Messrs, de N. W. m’avoit 
fait participer, peu de jours auparavant sur la personne de 
M. Keveny. — Ayant cru jusqu’a ce moment la m’etre con- 
forme aux voeux du Gouvernement — sur quoi je rae rendis 
prUonnier au Capilaine D’Orsonnens, et lui donnois tons les 
details ci-des$us. 

Fort William, Ie28 Octobre, 1816. 

(Signal) C. de REINHA RD^ 

Commis de la Corapagnie 
^ dc Nord-Ouest. 

Before Thomas Earl of Selkirk, one of his Majesty’s jus- 
tices assigned to keep the peace in the western district of 
tJpper Canada, and also in the Indian Territories or parts of 
iLtnerica not within the Province of Upper or Lower 
Canada, appeared Charles Reif;?hard, charged with the crime 
of murder, who, being examined, confessed that he had 
^sied in murdering Mr. Owen Keveny, and gave in the 


* Reinhard is a native of the Tyrol.-^He bad been lung in the 

regiment De Meuron, in which he was a pay and colour serjeant, 

and was highly estecmctl by his officers.— It has not been thought 
n^essary to add a translation to his Confession, above inserted/ 
as the substance of it is given in thd" account of Mr. Keveney^s 
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annexed statement, viritten with his own hand, on the seren 
preceding pagra, and signed with his name, ^daring that 
the same contained a true account of the transaction, and of 
the reason by which he was misled to participate in such a 
crime. 

(Signed) C. BEINHARD, 

C!ommis de la Compagnie 
du Nord-Ouest. 

Declared before me, at Fort William, 
on the 3rd day of November, 1816. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J. P. 

In presence of 

J. Matthev, Capt. late D. M. Reg‘' 

John William Dease, 

John Allan, 

Alex. Bridporo Beciier. 


[ H.H. ] 

Deposition of Baptiste La Pointe. 

Before Thomas Earl of Selkirk, one of his Majesty’s 
justices assigned to keep the peace in the Upper Province of 
Canada, and the Indian Territories, and parts of America, 
appeared Baptiste La Pointe, of the parish of I’Assomption, 
who being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, declares, 
Que cet etc, il partit du Lac la Pluie dans le candt de 
Mr. M^Doneli, (dit les cheveuz blonds) entrant en hireriw* 
ment pour la Riviere Rouge ; arrives ^ la Pointe aux Pins, 
ils rencontrdrent cinq Bois-Briil6s, dans deux petits.candts 
Indiens, avec un bomme ayant les fers aux mains, les poig* 
nets entl6s, et on I’appelloit Keveny ; les Bois-Brules dirent 
qu’il etoit prisonnier pour avoir tue deux ou trois de ses 

f ens. Monsieur M'Donell ordonna au deposaqt et h, Hubert 
'aye de prendre charge de M, Keveny avec un Sauva^ 
homm6 Jos^, corame guide, pour se rendre au Lac la Pluie. 
Apr^s neuf jours dont plusieurs de degrat, ilsrencontr^rent 
en dech du Portage du Rat, Monsieur Stuart, et le bourgeois 
de la Riviere aux Anglois, Mr. Thompson, qui leur dirent de 
-retourner sur leurs pas. — Leur petit candt ne pouvant sulvrc 
la brigade its furent obliges de mettre k terre. Le Sauvag^ 
qui dds le commencement avoit fait les mouvemens de toer 
Mr.’Keveney, en se mettant en joue, et disant “ Monsieur 
M*Donell—jtouf" — fut plusexasperd de ce cont re terns, et 
de ce que (e deposant et Faye I’avoient empdche de tuw 
Mr. Keveny, h plusieurs reprises, mit le can^ en pieces ^ 




enibarqu^rent, laissant Mr. Keveny sur le rirage^ et ils parti- 
rait paiir se rendre au Bas de la Riyi^re. A pr^s avoir marcb^ 
jttsqu*au soir— le Saiivage, apr^s avoir V 4 ^Ia tuer le deposant 
et raye^ se separa d’eux, ei le can6t ayant disparu par an 
remouXji ils rest^rent dans cet endroit quatre jours, au bout 
desquels arriva un canot avec Monsieur Arche (M^Lellan) 
Monsieur Cadot, Monsieur Reinhard, ct cinq ou six Bois* 
Bru14s, ainsi que le Sauvage Jose, assis sur le devant du 
canot, et reconvert d’une cloque Ecossaise. Apr^ plusieurs 
questions concernant le Sauvage et le prisonnicr, et le depo- 
sant ayant inform^ Monsieur Arche, qii’ils s’etoient separcs 
parce que le Sauvage avoit voulu tuer Mr. Keveny, et en 
avoit ete empeche par le deposant et son compagnon, cn 
vengeance de quoi le Sauvage avoit aussi eu dcssein de Ics 
tuer, ils s’etoient en consequence battus et separes de lui. — 
Sui quoi M. Cadot traita le deposant ct son compagnon de 
Sacres Salots^’ pour avoir empeche au Sauvage de faire 
ce qu’on lui avoit ordonne de faire; M. Arche etant debarque 
dansce moment, donna des coups de perche d’abord h Faye, 
et ensuite au deposant, qui en a encore le bras gauche foible. 
Ayant eu ordre d’embarquer dans le canot, ils arriv^rent le 
meme jour, ou le lendemain, ^ Tendroit oil ils avoient laisse 
Mr. Keveny, qui n’y etoit plus, niais il fut trouve a quatre 
ou cinque lieues plus en dega, parmi dcs Sauvages. — Apres 
quelquc conversation entre M. Keveny ct ceux de Icur 
canott^e, M. Arch6 ordonna d’eiiibarquer, cl le canot partif, 
laissant en arriSre le Sauvage Jose, M. Reinhard, le Boi^ 
Brule Mainville, et M. Keveny. Ayant campe trois lieues 
cn deg^, ils virent venir le petit canot, quails s’etoient pro- 
cures des Sauvages, et comroe il ne contenoit que trois per- 
sonnes, les Bois-Brul^s dirent qu’ils avoient cnfiri tiie M. 
Keveny, ce que Mainville leur confirma cn arrivant, disant 
que la balle lui avoit passe dans le col, et un coup de poig- 
nard dans le dos, et q'lf il etoit tomb6 par dcssus le canot. 
Le deposant a vu le canot convert dc sang, les habits que 
portoit M. Keveny ensanglant^s, ct transperces de coups de 
poignards, et*d’un trou de balle ; le Sauvage a lave Thabille- 
ment ; et on en a fait un partage. La tente, dcs bottes, et 
antreseffets ont ete pris cn cache. — M. Arclie ayant pris 
sous ses soins trois ou quatre peates cassettes et ecritoires, 
contenant beaucoup de papiers qu’il fut occup6, partie de la 
unit, ^lireet k brijler, et le lendemain il cut la m€mc revision 
des papiers, jettant 4 Tcau, lest6s avec des pierres, ceux qui 
lui etoient inutiles. Ayant fini, M. Arclie f^licita les Bois* 
Bruits d’avoir detmit cet faomme ia, qui, sMl 6toit aU4 k la 
Riviere Rouge, avoit le pouvoir d’y amencr de la troupe, et 
de les faire tuer tous. Le deposant ajoute mi’il a eu Tbabit 
de M. Keveny en sa possession jusques au Lac la Pluie^ oil 



APPENDIX. 


Ixxix 

quehju’uii Ta subtilise hors de sa poche. II a entenda M. 
Arch4 proposer aux Bois«BriiI4s de descend re pour reprendre 
le Fort William, atec des Sauvages, mais n’ayant eii que 
trois adherens^ ils repartir^nt pour le has de la Riviere; 

His 

BAPTISTE + LA POINTE, 
Mark. 

Sworn at Fort William, the 
2l8t of October, 1816. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J.P. 

[translation.] 

That he, (Baptiste La Poinle) set outlast summer from Lake 
la Pluie in the canoe of Mr. M'Donell, (called the fair haired) 
who was then going to winter at Red River. When they 
arrived at Pine Point, they met five Bois-Brules in two small 
canoes, with a man whom they called Keveney, in haiidcnffs, 
and with his wrists swelled, and who, the Bois-Brules said, had 
been made a prisoner because he had killed two or three of his 
people. Mr. M‘DoneU ordered the deponent and Hubert Faye 
to take charge of Mr. Keveney, with an Indian, named Joseph, 
as a guide to go to Lake la Pluie. After nine days of travelling, 
including stoppages, they met on this side of the Rat Portage, 
Mr. Stuart, and the English River partner, Mr. Thompson, who 
told them to return back again. Their little canoe not being 
able to keep up with the brigade, they were obliged to land. 
The Indian, who from the first had attempted to kill Mr. Ke- 
veney, levelling his piece, and saying, ** Mr. M^Donell-^puff/^ 
was so much exasperated at this disappuiutment, and also because 
the deponent and Faye had at different times prevented him 
killing Mr. Keveney, that he knocked the canoe to pieces with 
a paddle. Being now without a canoe, the Indian bought 
ai>other for a blanket, in which he embarked with the deponent 
and Faye, leaving Mr. Keveney on the shore. They then set out 
for Bas de la Riviere, and after proceeding till night, the Indian 
who had attempted to kill both the deponent and Faye, left 
them; and the Canadians having lost their canoe,' remained in 
that place four days ; at the end of which time a canoe arrived 
with Mr. Archibald (M'Lellan), Mr. Cadot, Mr. Reinhard, and 
five or six Bois-Brules, together with the Indian, Joseph, sitting 
on the front of the canoe, wrapped in a Scotch plaid. After 
several questions about the Indian and the prisoner, the depo- 
nent having informed Mr. Archibald, that they had parted 
because the Indian wanted to kill Mr. Keveney, and had been 
prevented by the deponent and his companion; and that in 
revenge he had wanted to kill them, when they fought and sepa- 
rated. On this Mr. Cadot called him and his companion 
Sacres Salols,^' for having prevented the Indian from doing 
what he was ordered. Mr. Archibald having come on shore at 
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took ^ pioi« of ^oe, aiid t^t Faji^ 
4afci^t^ whose feft arm is still weak the bloSim. ;]B^thj^ 
to embark in the canoe, they afilyed the seme day, or 
the next, at the place where they had left Ww. Keveney, who was 
no longer there. They found him, however, four or live leagues 
further on, among some Indians. After some conversation 
between Mr. Keveney and some of his people, Mr. Archibald 
ordered them to embark, ahd the'eanoe set out, leaving behind^ 
the Indian Joseph, Mr. Reinhard, the Bois-I>rul6 Mainville, and 
Mr. Keveney. Having encamped three leagues further on, 
they saw the small canoe approaching which had been bought 
from the Indians ; and as there w ere only three persons then in 
it, the Bois-Brules said thc}^ had at last killed Mr. Keveney, 
which Mainville confirmed when he arrived, saying that tlie 
bullet had passed through hU neck, and that he had been stabbed 
in the back, and had fallen upon llie canoe, llie deponent saw 
the canoe covered with blood, and the clothes that Mr. Keveney 
had on, bloody, and pierced by a sword and a bullet. The 
Indian washed the clothes, and they divided them. The tent, 
boota, and other effects w'ere left concealed. — Mr. Archibald 
having taken possession of tw'o or three small boxes and desks 
containing a number of papers, he was employed a part of the 
night in reading and burning them. The next day he conti* 
nued the same examination of papers, throwing into the w ater 
with stones wrapped up in them, those he found useless. Haying 
finUbed, he congratulated the Bois-Brnl6s on having destroyed 
that man, who, he saUl, if he had got to Red River, hail the power 
of bringing a force tliere, and have killed them all. The depo«- 
nent amis, that he had Mr. ^eveney’s coat in his jxissession till 
be came to Lake la Pluie, where some one stole it out of his 
pocket. He hieard Mr. Archibald propose to the Bois-Brules to 
go down to re- take Fort William with the Indians; but having 
only three adherents, they set out again for Bas de la Riviere. 

His 

BAPTISTE + LA POINTE. 

^ Mark. 

Sworn at Fort William, the 
21 at of October, L816. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J.P. 



Deposition Hubert Faye* 


BasornE Tbomaa Earl of Selkirk, one of His BCajesty’s 
Jtifitieea assigned to ke^ the peace in the Upper ProTiitce 
of Gamda, and the Indian Territories, and }>arts of AmertCay 
-appeared Hubert Faye, de la paroisse de La Prairie, who 
being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, declares. 
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Qtte «ur la fin de cct il partit de Lac la Plain dans le 
candt'de M. Cadot^ en oompagnie d^ort autie 

S irle bourgeois M^ponell, pour se rendre au Bas Be 1#'^ 
iri^re. Sur midi ijjfe'ia quatri^me journ6e, ils rencontr^rei^^ 
deux petits candls, clans lesquels se sent trouves cinq Bois* 
Bruits, et un Monsieur de bonne mine, prisonnier, ayant les 
fers aux mains, pour avoir (disoit les Bois*Bru]4s) <ii4 trois 
bommes. — A pres de longues conferences entre eux, M* 
M^Donell commanda au deposant, La Pointe, et un Sauvage, 
d’embarquer dans un des petits canots des Bois-Brnles, en 
charge du prisonnier qu^on nomrooit M. Keveney. Lc Sau- 
vage se nominoit Joseph, et doit etre le fils de la Perdrix 
Blanche- Etant parti dc cet endroit norarn^ la Poirite aux 
Pins, le Sauyage demanda au deposant, deux nuits consccu* 
tifs, d^assister k tuer le prisonnier dans sa tente. Le deposant 
lui dit tuer est pas bon^' sur quoi lc Sauvage repondit 
‘‘ Mons. M^Donell dira, * c^est 6ow/ ” — La cinqui^me jour- 
n£e apres avoir quit(6 la Pointe aux Pins, ils rencontr^rent, 
au soleil levant, les can6ts de Mr* Stuart, Thompson, et 
M. Ferries, qui apres quelque conversation dirent au depo- 
sant qu^il pouvoit retourner, qu^aucun can6t ne descendroit 
du Lac la Pluie. — Le vent 6lant fort, ils mirent ^ terre, et 
apr^s avoir gomm6 leur can6t, ils march^rent le lendemain* 
Le Sauvage cette nuit avoit fait plusieurs efforts pour tuer 
PAnglois, ^ quoi le deposant et son camarade s’oppos^rent 
constaniment ; et s^^tant rembarqu6s les deux Canadiens et 
le Sauvage pour se procurer des vivres, le Sauvage ne vou- 
lut pas pemettre quMIs rembar^uassent M. Keveney qui 6toit 
rcst6 sur la greve, c( eorame e’etoit le passage des canots ils 
le laiss^rent 1^. — Apr^s six ^ sept jours de marche et de 
degrats, pendant lesquels le Sauvage et La Pointe eurent 
dispute, le Sauvage se sauva parce que le deposant lui avoit 
6t6 son fusil dont il vouloit tuer La Pointe. — Le candt de 
M. Arch6(M‘Lellan)avec M.Grant, M.Cadot, M.Reinhard 
et sept Bois-Brules, arriva ; et M. Cadot trouva k redire au 
deposant de n’avoir pas laiss6 tu6 TAnglois par le Sauvage* — 
Sur quoi M^Arch6 sortit du candt, et frappa le deposant 
avec une perche, pour avoir pris le fusil du Sauvage.— 
M. Arche nous fitembarquer, et demanda od dtoit lc prison- 
nier, ce que le deposant ne put lui dire, etant dcarte.— 
Arrivd k Tendroit ok M* Keveney avoit laissd, il ne s[y 
trouva plus, et ce n’estqu’au Haut des Dalles, a cinq ou six 
lieues de \k, qu^on le trouva dans sa tentc. — ^Apr^s quelque 
consultation M. Archd traita un petit candt pour du rum, et 
on repartit dc suite, laissant en artifere le Sauvage Joseph, 
Mr. Reinbaid, le Bois-Brule Maiuville, et M. Keveney*— 



Ayant fail qoclqoes lieucs de chcmin, el dcmi lieure apr^s 
avoir debarques, its entendircnt nn coup dc fusil, surquoi 
Desinarais s’esclama — “ Ah Ic cfiietty je pat h qu’il a tue le 
pmomner.”— Quand Ic canot (ournoit ia pointe, M. Arch4, 
M. Cadot, M. Grant, et d’eutres accoururent et deman- 
derent,— “ s'iU tatohnt tui A quoi une reponse affirma- 

tive. — Mainyilto dit ensuite audeposant, qu’il avoit tir6 son 
conpde fusil au prisoniiicr dtfns le col, et que le Sergeant 
Reinhard lui avoit d6nn6 des coups de sabre. — Le deposant 
a vn les babillernents que portoit auparavant 1^. Keveney, 
converts de sang, perc£ de coups de sabres et d’une balle 
dara }e collet . — ht Sanvage et les Bois>Brul4B lav^rent Ics 
sA^meos, et yonlurait en faire le partage qnand Reinhard 
le lenr prit et mit le tout dans un cofl're. — M: Arch4 prit 
soio des papiers, qui Atoient dans plusienrs petiU caisses et 
bnniaux qui furent laias4s dans le boia avec la (ente, le lit, 
et le reste du butin du prisonnier. — Une partie de la nuit 
lot einplOy4 par M. Arch4 et ces autres Messieurs qui 
savent lire, k reviser et lire ces papiers, qu’its brhloient k 
mesure. — Le lendemain dans le candt il cut la meme occu- 
patioo, et coulant a fond les p.'t piers au moyen des pierres 
enveldpp6s dedan.s. — M. Arche dit aux Bois-Brul^, que 
c’4toit bicn avantageux d’avoir ein|>ech4 a cet homme lA de 
te rendre au Fort William, ou il auroit pu les ruiner tous. 

HUBERT + FAYE, 
Mark. 

iiworn at Fort \V illiam, the 
iilist day of October, I8l0‘. 

(Signed) SELKIRK, J.P. 


[tkansl.stion.] 

That about the end of this summer, he, Hubert Faye, set out 
from Lake la Pluie in Mr. CadOt’s canoe, in company with 
another, in which was the partner M'Doneli, to go to Bas de la 
Rii^e.— About the middle of the fourth day’s journey, they 
pet two small canoes, in which ^/ere fire Bois- Bruits, aiid a 

f eplleman of good awcarancc, as prisoner, who was hand- 
n0ed, and who, the l^is-Brulfs said, had killed three men. 
Ai^er a tong cmiference, Mr. M'Donell ordered the deponent, 
and La Pointe, and an Indian, to embark in one of theye little 
and take charge of the prisoner, whom they cidldd Mr. 
Itey^ey,— llie Indian was named Joseph, the son of the While 
Raving set out from ^ne Point, the Indian asked the 



deponent, in the two following nights^ to help him to kill the 
prisoner in his tent,— The deponent said, ** To kill is not good 
—to which the Indian answered, ''Mr. M'Donell wiJJ It h 
** good.” The fifth day after they left Pine Point, they met at 
sun-rise the canoes of Messrs. Stuart, Thompson, and Ferries, 
who, after some conversation, said to the deponent, that he must 
reiuhi,a8 no canoe was to go from Lake la Pluie,-— The wind being 
violent, they went ashore, and after having gummed their canoe, 
they proceeded in the morning, the Indian having made several 

allcuipta \a Ihe n\ghU\tne lokxW ihe £ng\\^hm^n, ytvvtJh 

deponent afid bis companion constantly opposed; — and the two 
Canadians and the Indian having re-embarked to procure prdv^ 
aions, the Indian would not permit Mr. Keveney to come bh 
board,, who therefore reniaineaoh the be^ch ; and, as it was the 
place where canoes passed, they left him there. — After six or 
seven day^af march and stoppages^ during which the Indian and 
La Pointehad a quajrel, the Indian went oflf’, because the depo- 
nent took away his gun, with which he wanted to kill La Pointe. 
—Mr. Archibald (M'Lellan,) with Mr. Grant, Mr. Cadot, Mr, 
Reinbard, and seven Bois-BruI6s arrived ; and Mr. Cadot found 
fault with the deponent for not having allowed the Indian to.kill 
the Englishman, upon which Mr. Archibald got out of the canoe 
and struck the deponent with a pole for having taken the Indian’s 
gun.— Mr. Archibald then made us embark, and asked where 
the prisoner was; which the deponent could not tell him, as 
they had missed their way.— When they arrived at the spot 
where Mr. Keveney had been left, he was not to be found ; but 
when they reached the Haut des Dalles, about five or six leagues 
further on, they found him in his tent. — After some consulta- 
tion Mr. Archibald bought a small canoe, for some rum, and 
proceeded, leaving behind Joseph, Mr. Reinhard, the Bois-Brule 
Mainville, and Mr. Keveney.— Having advanced some leagues, 
and about half an hour after they had gone ashore, they heard 
the report of a gun ; upon which Desmarais exclaimed, " Ah, the 
‘'dog — ril wager that he has killed the prisoner,” — When the 
canoe turned the point, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Cadot, Mr. Gratit, 
and others, ran and asked, " if they had killed him ?” — upon 
which an answer was given in the affirmative.’ — Mainville then 
said to the deponent, that be .had shot the prisoner in the neck, 
and that Serjeant Reinhard had stabbed him with*his sword. — 
The deponent saw the clothes which Mr. Keveney had worrt, 
covered with blood, pierced with the sword, and with a bull^it 
through the collar.— The Indian and the Bois-Brul^s washed the 
clothes, and wanted to divide them, when Reinhard took them, 
and put the whole in a trunk* Mr. Archibald took care of the 
^pers which were in several little boxes and desks, and which 
wemleft in the woo^, with the tent, the bed, and other property 
of the prisoner.— A part of the night was employed by 
Archibald ^4 the other gentlemen who could read, in ejmmiii- 
ing tli^e papbrs^ which they burnt after reading them. Kext 
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day he praa umilariy employed in the cauoe, sinkinx the 
papers by wrapping atones in them. , Mr. Archibald tmd the 
-Bruits, that it was very fortunate tjiey had prevented that 
miin from getting to Fort William, where he might have ruined 
them alL 

His .. 

HUBERT + FAYE. 
Mark. 

Barern at Fort WinfauB, the 
31st day of October, 1816. 

(Stgned) SELKIRK, J.P. 


■ [ K. K. ] 

Aeeouni of the Tramaetions at Fort WtUianii on hake 

Superior^ in August 1816, by Mr. Faucht^ late Lieu-* 

' tenant of the Regiment De Meuron. 

In the month of May 1816, orders arrived in Canada fur 
the redaction of the Regiment De Meuron, in which I was 
a licatenant. — His Excellency the Administrator- in-ohief, 
on communicating the same to the colonel of the regiment, 
acquainted him with the advantages held out by his Ma- 
jesty’s government to the officers and men who would wish 
to remain and settle in that country. The Earl of Selkirk 
tras then at Montreal ; and as his Lordship wished to obtain 
a^inmber of efficient settlers for his colony at the Red River, 
he agreed with several of the officers and privates to accom- 
pany him for the purpose of settling there. His Lordship 
was very particular in his choice of the men, as none but 
those of the best character, and who knew some of the 
requisite and useful trades for the settlement would be ac- 
cepted. Engagements accordingly were entered into be- 
tween them-and the Earl of Selkirk, who agreed to give the 
officers and men a portion of land. In addition to this the 
men were to receive agricultural implements, and to be paid 
at the rate of eight dollars per month for working the boats 
to their destination. His Lordship farther agreed that if the 
EMB on their arrival at the settlement, should not wish to 
remain there, they should be sent back at bis Lordship’s 
cKpsuce to Montreal, or to Europe, by the ships from Hud- 

Pu the 4th (Mf June, 1816, three officers, tnyself bdog the 
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fourth, and about eighty men, left Montreal atid proceeded 
to Kingston in, Upper Canada. The Watteville Itegiment 
bad t^n 8tattoned|ht the latter place, and was also und<^ 
orders to be disbanded. Twenty of that corps were engagm 
by Captain Matthey) in the name and oh behalf of the Earl 
of &\kirk, upcm tbo same condition^ with thow of the Regl* 
meht De, Menrbh. ^ 

After having made the necessary arraneemmits for. oar 
voyage at Kingston, we proceeded along Lake Ontario to 
York, and from thence to Lake Sitncoe and Lake Huron, 
where we were joined by the Earl of Selkirk, wlio hats 
remained several days after us at Montreal. We proceeded 
with his Lordship towards the Sank St. Mary’s — about 
thirty miles from which is situated Drummond’s Island, to 
which placehis Lordship went, we continuingour route to 
the Sank, where We remained a few miles above the Rapid. 
A gtiani of one serjeaiit and seven men had been granted for 
bis Lordship’s protection by the Governor of Canada; and 
it was from Drummond’s Island that they were to accom* 
pany him, it being the last garrison of the British domi> 
nions in that quarter. Lord Selkirk joined us at theSault 
St. Mary’s, and wc bad hardly left that place, when we 
perceived two canoes, in one of which was Mr. Miles Mao* 
donell, who brought the dismal intelligence of the complete 
destruction of the colony. 

After this information Lord Selkirk did not proceed to 
the Fond du Lac, as was first intended, but went to Fort 
William fur the purpose of oblaining intelligence as to the 
afiair at (be Red River. His Lordship applied to Mr. 
Askin and Mr. Ermatinger, two magistrates, to accompany 
him, but the private a&irs of these two gentlemen pre* 
vented them. 

We arrived at Fort William on the 12th of August, and 
pitched our tents on the opposite side of the river about 
balf a mile from the Fort. On the same day the Earl of 
Selkirk sent Captain D’Orsonnens with a letter to Mr. 
M*GiUivray,(the principal Agent of the North-West Com- 
pany at Fort William) requesting him to release several 
people who bad been present at (he affair of tlie Red River, 
Rom their confinement, but Mr. M‘Gillivray did not admit 
that they had been arrested, and they came over to us iuHoe- 
diateljr afterwards. 

TheEarl of Selkirk was engaged the rest of the day in takiag 
evidence from those people, and he issued a warrant oi^tbe 
13thi^in8t Mr. M^Gillivcay, who immediately came over 
to his Lordship’s tent with two other partners, one, Kenneth 
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McKenzie, the other — M'LanghHn, whom be’brou^ht al 
bail, but, charges being also preferred against those two gen« 
tiemen, they were likewise made prisoners. After his Lord> 
ship had been engaged some time with Mr. M^GilUvray, he 
determined on. arresting the other partners who were still iO 
the Fort, and accordingly sent over the constable with waiv 
iiahts accompanied by i^iit twenty-five men, with Captain 
D’Orsonnens, Mr. Allen, Mr. Becher, and myself. We 
were distributed in two boats, and arrived shortly at the 
Fort where the constables landed, being accompanied by all 
the gentletnen. The men remained in tlie boats, but as 
some resistance was apprehended, they were ready to sup- 
port the constables in the execution of their duty, if 
required. Between two and three hundred Indians and 
Canadians, in the North-West Company’s service, were 
standing outside of the gate. The partners who were to be 
arrested stood in (he gate of the fort ; and the constables 
being informed of their names, proceeded in executing the 
warrants — when one of the Partners, John McDonald, 
declared that he would not submit to the warrant, or allow 
any body to enter the fort until Mr. M'Gillivray was libe- 
rated. At the'sametime the gate was partly shut, and the 
resistance which was made forced the constable to call for 
assistance. The men rushed out of tlie boats with their 


arms, and soon cleared tlieir way through the gftte. They 
were then ordered to take Mr. M'Donald, wlio was exceed- 
ingly violent, and to conduct him to the boats. The others 
peaceably submitted to the warrants, and appointed two 
clerks for the management of their concerns during their 
absence. The bugle wliich bad sounded wbe» the consta- 
bles first called for, assistance was a signal that resistance 


was made at the fort, and for the remainder of our party to 
jjin us. They accordingly came over, and every thing 
bfi^, by that time, quiet, (hey stood outside of the fort. 

prissners were then sent to his Lordship, who, after 
btrHng examined them, allowed them to return tor the 
ii^bt to their respective apartments in the Fort, upon the 
erudition that tney would not attempt any hostilities, to 
yihi^h they pledged their wort]^ of honour, and went over 
tp the Fort. We all returned to oar encampment, with the 
i^eeptioii of twenty men, and Lieutenant de Grafienreid, 
ziltoftmained during the night in the Fort; and his Lord* 

P xl a warrant, ordering the papers of the North- 
npaoy td be sealed. 

h the Partners of tlie JJorlh-West Comity bad 
facie word of faonoar, ilmt all s&ould (cnuin as fais 
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lioidsbip bad ordered, we received the intelligence, that a 
canoe had been sent off daring the night, loaded vHtb 
ammunition and arsp, and that many papers bad beenbordt 
in the kitchen of the mess-house, by the partners. WO 
found eight barrels of gunpowder lying in a field near the 
fort, which had also been taken away, during the night, out 
of the powder magazine. We alsqi^found, in a^barn among 
some hay, about fifty stand of guns, which were apparently 
fresh loaded and primed. 

From these discoveries, it was suspected that a surprise 
would be attempted by the Canadian servants and the 
Indians in the North-West Company’s employment; and 
most of them, therefore, were sent to the other side of the 
river. Their canoes, also, were secured within the fort.* 
The prisoners were more strictly guarded, and as no reliance 
could be put on their word of honour, they were taken to a 
separate building, and guarded as close prisoners. His 
Lordsiiip ordered our tents to be removed, and pitched in 
front of the fort, that we might be better able to repulse a 
sudden attack, if attempted by the North-West Company. 
After having taken all necessary measures for our own 
security, Lord Selkirk proceeded with the examination of 
the prisoners, the criminality of whom appeared to his 
Lordship to besuch as to justify him in sending them under 
an escort to York, in Upper Canada. He requested that 
I would take charge of the prisoners, and escort them safely 
to thoir destination. We set out on the iSthof August, 
in three canoes, provided with every thing which I 
thought necessary for our voyage. We proceeded along 
Lake Superior, and, about a week after our departure, we 
had the misfortune to lose one of our canoes. As this has 
been imputed to iny insisting upon, and forcing tbeembar^ 
kation of the party that day, 1 trust that the following 
account will be sufficient to justify my proceedings. 

In the morning of the 26th of August, we proceed^, 
with a liglit breeze, and stopped, as usual, to take our dtit- 
lier at one o’clock, at an island about fifteen miles from the- 
Sault St. Mary, where we expected to arrive the same even- 
ing. During our dinner the wind increased, but, being at 
the lee side of the island, we did not feel its violence. Mr. 
M*Gilliirray, who had upwards of twenty years experienofe 
ill this navigation, and whom 1 invariably consulted dutiog 
our voyage, was, upon this occasion, especially questionra 
me ; and, on asking whether he thought it dangerouf to 
ptoceed, he leplied that there would not be the least d^ 
ger, If toe (rf* the candcs did their duty.. UpoO tois 



f « iqjlaDid, und soon felt the violeohe 

. 1. I. 'jba « 




u j consequently fair, we 

«!«• eiM. „lb?|(iW A hr iSe’liS 

‘SfiSSrt <*k™ in •.sood deal of Mltf; 

Wttoo^t of peering towards a small island which lay on 

'm reft* in order to saT^nrselrcs if possible. On arriving 
this island, oneof ow oahoes upset on the shoals; and 
untoriunatefy, notwifhstancAhg all (he. efforts made 6y tfie 
other Iwo'canoes, nine people were lost out of twenty-^ne, 
among whom was Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie, one serjeant, 
and one man of our late Regiment De Meuron, and six more, 
Indians in the service of (be North-West Company. We 
succeeded in landing at this island, and, after having light- 
ened our canoes by taking out the baggage, we went out 
again, to save, if po^ible, some more .of our unfortunate 
people. We soon reached the place where the canoe was 
wrecked, ^ could not find any body. The canoe was 
dashed to pitecs, but we succeeded in saving a few tranks 
which were afloat. Some time after (be accident, we went 
in search of the bodies, and found, near the island, that of 
Mr. K. M'Kenzie. Every possible measure was taken to 
restore iiim to life, but without success. We also found 


the bodies of. tjie serjeant, and of several Indians, whom we 
buried in the’island. The following day we departed from 
the island, with the body of Mr. McKenzie, assisted by 
some of the neijlbbouring Indians, and arrived shortly at 
the Sauit St. Mary’s, where Mr. M'Kenzie was buried. 

After the foregoing statement, wilt it be believed that I 
was the principal cause of this unfortunate accident? Is it 
probable that i would have exposed myself to so great dan- 
ger, if I had in the least anticipated it? Or could 1 have 
had any reason for exposing Captain de Lorimier, a friend, 
who was the only person whom I could trust in that dis- 
agreeable voyage? He was in the canoe that upset, and 
fortunately e^ped the fury of the waves. It is iinneces- 
saiy further to defend myself, ns I have sufficient witnesses 
to testify that 1 consulted Mr. M'Gillivray, and followed his 


advice. 


After we had buried the body of Kenneth M^Keo^, 
we kft the Saiilt St. h^ry’s accompanied by Mr. Roch- 
Mave, a partner of the^North-West Company, who by 
taking bis own canoe, enabled us to proceed with the people 
.who had been saved. On the drd of September we arrived 
at York, the capital of U pper Canada. On inouiring after 
:tl]ie Attorney-General, 1 was informed that’ he had gone im 
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lo Kingston^ and that I would find him ther^^or 
at Brockrllle. I was advised by the magistrates of Voirk^ 
and by several other persons, to proceed to these places; iu 
consequence of which we left York on the following day^ 
and at Kingston we were informed that the Attorney-Gene- 
ral was at Brockville* We soon arrived at that place> 
where I hoped to be unburdened from so disagreeable a 
charge; but (he prisoners having applied for a Writ of 
Habeas Corpus, I was charged to convey them to Mon- 
treal, where we arrived on the 1 0th of September, and where 
the prisoners were all admitted to bail. 

Private affairs having called me to England, I left Mon- 
treal in the beginning of November last; and it is after 
having read a Publication by the North-West Company^ 
entitled A Narrative of Occurrences in the Indian Coun- 
tries of North America,” that I make this true Statement^ 
which I hope will take away the unfavourable opinion 
which the injurious publication of the North-West C6m- 
pany may have made on the Public. 

Nothing can exceed the malignity of the allusions which 
are levelled by the North-West Company at the character 
of the late Regiment De Meuron, some of whom chose to 
accompany the Earl of Selkirk. They are called worthless 
plunderers and deserters from Buonaparte’s armies in Spain, 
from whence the North- West Company asserf they were 
sent to America. This shews completely l)ow little regard 
they have for the feelings of others, and what a change 
there is in their opinions as soon as their interest is con- 
cerned* The officers of the Regiment De Meuron have 
always been admitted in society in Canada, and especially 
at Montreal, where the Agents and other persons connected 
with the North-West Company form a great part of it.— 
lYe have received attentions from the latter without the 
least reflection having been cast on our characters,— but 
as soon as we agreed to become settlers with the Earl of 
Selkirk, we were accused, as before-mentioned, of* the g rossest 
misconduct. 

The officers of De Meuron’s Regiment had been induced 
(after a mature consideration of the Hudson’s Bay (Char- 
ter, which the Earl of Selkirk was pleased to submit to 
our nonce, and which appeared to us unexceptionable, 
particularly as it had received the sanction ot the most 
eminent Counsel in England) to accept his offers to become 
settlers in his colony at the Red River. I feel it, there- 
fore, a duty incumbent on me as one of the officers of 
that Regiment, to contradict those assertions so injurious to 

m 
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cWwicW ^ ^ -mwK 'wW fei xsctMs 'paA. 

fibttotirAbfy tiild lattfffMlj fertfedllM Majwjr; on* 

the reduction of tBe Rei^inient, Had flgi^‘td 'tie6(Nni|mj^ 
the Earl of jSelkirk, not tor the purpose (as has been ftlsely 
aiatedi) to be employed by bis Lordship in a military ezpe> 
ditibh^ (though the men must have had a warlike appear-' 
anoe from wearing the new cloathing issued tothem from ttie 
r^imental stores) and to commit hostilities and dej^reilatibns 
oii British snbjects—bnt for the purpose of becoming useful 
members of bis Lordship’s Settlement. 

With respect to the late Regiment De Meuron being 
called plunderers and deserters from Buonaparte’s armies in 
Spain, it is well known that in 1809, when the regiment 
was at Gibraltar, his Majesty’s Govcnmienf authorised that 
all the Germans and Piedemontese whom the conscription 
bad forced tu enter Buonaparte’s armies, from which they 
escaped as soon as an opportunity oflered, should be enlisted 
in his Majesty’s service, in consequence of which many 
came over and received the regular bounty. The regiment 
went (lie same year to Malta, where it refOained till 1813, 
when it was ordered to North America. On its departure 
from the island, his Excellency Lieutenant-General Oakes, 
the Goyeruor, issued the following Garrison Order: — 


Gahrison Order. Malta, May 4, 1813. 

Lieutenant-General Oakes cannot suffer the Regiment 
De Meuron to quit tbb garrison where they have so long 
«< been stationed under his command, without assuring 
^ them of the satisfaction which their good conduct and 
attention to military discipline have constantly afforded 
him, and which have been equally conspicuous in every 
rank. They will embark from hence as fine and well 
** appointed a regiment as any in his Majesty’s service. 

The Lieutenant-General has no doubt but by their 
conduct and gallantry, on the desirable service on which 
“ they are about to be employed, they will confirm the 
high opinion he has formed of them, and will equally 
** merit the praise and approbr^tion of the General under 
whose orden they will soon be placed, to whom he shall 
not &il justly to set forth their merits. 

He begs leave to assure the regiment of his warmest 
“ wishes for their glory and success, and of the sincere inte- 
** rest be shall ever take in their welfare. 

(Sigocd> « P. ANDERSON, 

“ Deputy Adj.-Getu” 
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Has BnaDj disbanded !n Cbnitda, hi* 
£xcelic 9 <^ Sir John Sherbroofee issuisd also a Ganttoi|.Ojrdff 
wbicb wottld do hoiwur kr aojr 

s . . ■ 

Dt At Gm Ojictp 

Gabwson Ordbb. ^ 2ae6<rc, J«/y 26, 1816. 

. * In parting with the Regiments J)e Meiiron and ^atte~ 
“ yilte, both of which corps .his Excellency has had tb^ 
good fortune of having bad under his command in otjier 
** parts of the world. Sir John Sherbrooke desires Lieute^ 
** nant'CoIonel De Meuron and Lieutenant*CoIonel May, 
** and the officers and men of those corps will accept his 
** congratulations on having by their conduct in the 
** Canadas maintained the reputation which they have 
deservedly acquired by their former services. 

“ His Excellency can have no hesitation in saying, 
that his Majesty’s service in these provinces has deriv^ 
important advantages during the late war, from the 
steadiness, discipline, and efficiency of these corps. 

(Signed) “J. HARVEY, Lt. Col. 

“ Deputy Adjutant-General-” 

As it is not to be supposed that any British General 
would bestow commendations where they are not due, cau 
it be believed that men deserving such praise would be con- 
taminated, and become plunderers, from accompanying an 
English Nobleman, and wishing to become settlers under the 
protection of a Government whom they had teamed to appre- 
ciate during the time they served it? The North-West 
Company also accuse the men of being drunk on the day 
they entered Fort William. This, I declare to be false, as 
not a man of them was, in the slightest degree, intoxicated, 
or had the means of being so. Indeetl, I may only refer 
to Messrs. Brumby and Misani’s Declaration to ask, whe- 
ther it is probable that they would have omitted so strong 
41 charge against the Earl of Selkirk and his party, and 
whether the North-West Company, under whose inflnence 
they made their Deposition, would have neglected to make 
them corroborate what was. so maliciously stated for the 
purpose of defaming my brother officers and myself, and 
the men of our late regiment then with us at Fort William. 

(Signed) G. A. FAUCHE, 

Late Lieutenant De Meuron’s Regimeu^ 

4, Slueen Square, Westminster. 

• June 2ith, 1817. 
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[L. L. ] 

Narrative of Mr. John M^Nabb. 

lABRivEDat Fort William, \n company with twelve 
tbats or bniteatix, in which were two captains, two lieute- 
nants, with about one hundred men, late of the rej^tment of 
Meuron*. We pitched our tents about a mih‘ above the 
fort, where we found the encampment of Earl SHkirk, with 
a body ^uard of six men, and one non-commissioned officer 
of the 87th regiment, from Drummond’s Island, and Cap- 
tain Lorimier, with an Indian Chief, from Cockenevraga , 
ItvliON^et Canada. 

Early the 131h of August, his Lordship communicated 
his intentior. to me, of appointing me, in company with Mr. 
McPherson, to execute a warrant for arresting William 
M^GUlivraj’', Esq. agent of the North-West Company. 
In the afternoon we proceeded to the execution of our office, 
in a battean, with nine men, who had arms concealed in the 
vessel. On arriving opposite the gate, we landed, and pro- 
ceeded into the fort, through a number of men, in and about 
the entry : the most part of our companions followed Without 
their arms, and stood in the gateway. Calling lot Mr. 
M^Gillivray, we were desired to enter his apartment, when 
the warrant was instantly served. lie acted as a gentleman, 
lead the warrant, and immediately prepared fw accom- 
panying us, at the same time requiring time to converse 
with two of his partners (Mr. Kenneth McKenzie, and Mr. 
John M‘Laughlin), the purport of their conversation was, 
that they should accompany him to the Earl’s tent, and 
become bail. This was assented to, and, after he had 
finished a letter he had been interrupted in writing, the 
three gentlemen accompanied us, in a canoe of their own, 
•by their joint desire. Soon after their arrival, his Lordship 
desired that I and my above companion in office, should 
proceed and arrest Mr. Kenneth McKenzie and Mr. John 
McLaughlin. This done, we were desired to proceed again 
to the fort, in company with D’Orsonnens, Lieute- 

nant Fauchc, and about twenty-five men, late of the Meuron 
negiment, to arrest the other partners in the fort. We 
landed, and proceeded to the gate, as before, where several 
of (he proprietors were standing, and a number of men, 

■ I , - * - ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

• Tlici c wci-ft eighty of the De Meuron, and twenty of Uie Dc Watte- 
yiUe RegimimU. 
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(tb^r setvantfli) and • many Indians, vtext assembled. Tba 
irntrant was served on of the jefentletii^n^ baf; Wi 
eip\>Toacl)ing the third, resistance was actually made^ and a 
declaration viUeted^ Swlber submission would be 

given to (be execution of ray duly, till Mr. M'GilUvray was 
giren up. Ill consequence, 1 was nearly shut out of the 
fort, by attempts to close one leaf of the gates. Mr. 
McPherson was, also, in the same predicament. At this 
moment I exjiressed the necessity of support to Captain 
D^Orsonnens, who, with much alacrity, aided by several 
of his men, instantly rushed in, and prevented the gale 
from being closed. The Captain ordered the resistcr 
to be seized, and put on board one of the boats. Mr. 
McPherson and I then advanced into the fort, assisted by 
Liculenaut Fauebe. Captain D’Orsonnens quickly followed, 
with the rest of the men, who were all armed. They ran 
forward, and, in a moment, took possession of two small 
cannon that were placed in the court within the gate. The 
Canadians then dispersed on all sides, and no further signs 
of resistance were made. We then proceeded to the regular 
execution of our duty, by the arrest of the other gentlemen 
named in the warrant. The number of the men in tlie fort 
was (by report) upwards of two hundred, and many Indians* 
When signs of resistance occurred at the gate, the bugle 
was sounded, upon which Captain Matthey, and the rest of 
our men, instantfy left our encarapraenf, and were soon at 
the fort also. Much praise is due to Captain D’Orsonuens, 
for his cool and determined conduct. Lieutenant Fauebe 
co-operated with the most laudable zeal and correctness, 
and the men behaved with the most exemplary propriety. 
Captain D’Orsonnens and Mr. Allan remained at lh6 fort, 
to execute another warrant, which had been issued, to search 
for, and secure, the papers of the persons arrested, for the 
safety of which a guard was left in the fort, and centries 
about the places wliich were supposed necessary. 

The gentlemen, Mr. Alexander McKenzie, John McDo- 
nald, Hugh M‘CiilUs, Simon Fraser, Daniel M‘Kenzie, and 
Allan McDonald, being thus compelled to submit to the 
warrant, accompanied me in two canoes to Earl Selkirk’s 
encampment, and, after remaining a short time in his Lord- 
ship’s tent, were all permitted to retire to their own quarters 
in the fort, and were left at large, promising, on their word 
of honour, that no attempts or resistance should be made,, 
nor any hostile measures coiiotenanced or permitted. In 
consequence, however, of information, obtained early next 
naming, of clandestine preparations of hostility, carried on 
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during tbe nighi, a warrant was issued out by the Earl 
Selkirk, for a search for aintas, and, in executing this, four 
cases of guns, eight or more in each, and forty 'fowlioj^ 
pieces, loam^ and. priincd, we^o found in a ba^-lon, 
or bam, concealed: by every appearance, this had be«i 
d|oaf;divh)g4lieeaiHnoof the night. lufomiatioa vrai Jdso 
el^ned, tbt^ght, or fBOK, bmreic of gunpo wder had been 
MG^tly seat out of the fort. Further, ^t a canoe 
•o^ cent away, with' powder and guns, from the fort) durt^ 
tbejoighU Jn consequence of these discoveries, tbe Earl 
judged it necessary to take more effectual precautions for our 
security. Tbe greatest part of the Canadian voyageurs, at 
the fort, in the service of tbe North-West Company, were 
ordered to remove their tents to tbe opposite side of tbe 
river, and ^vrn encampment was brought over, and 
formed immediately before the gate of the fort, in which also 
additional Gentries were placed ; and the prisoners, who hi^ 
broke their parole, were more strictly guarded, but still 
were left in apartments of their own, notwithstanding that 
a very good prison was found in the fort. 

Tbe forenoon of August loth, Lieutenant GraffenridC) 
and several men, found the eight barrels of gunpowder 
above mentioned, being bbout half a mile from tbe fort, lay- 
ing uncoverf^ in a swampy spot, among burnt willows, the 
indirect path-way among tbe long grass lately trod down, 
leading thereto, pointing out the certainty df its having been 
placed there tbe previous night. 

The same day, Mr. M*Gillivray, Alexander McKenzie, 
Kenneth M'Kenzie, John M‘Donald, Hugh M'Gillis, Simoa 
Fraser, John M‘Laugblin, and Allan McDonald, were each 
respectively called before his Lordship, who previously bad 
desired the attendance of Captains Matthey and Lorimier, 
Limitenaats Mesani and Brumby, Mr. Becher, and myself, 
seated with bis Lordship; during the time the answers of 
each individual were given to such questions as were pro- 
pose, Messrs. Aljan and Speiiccr noted down their decla- 
rations. Previoiu to the examination, each was given to 
understand, that it was perfectly optional whether they 
should answer or oot. 

(Signed) JOHN M‘NAB& 

William, 17th August, 1816. 
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D^^km of AlxxoiHBxf TrOUft 

District of Montreal, > AncxANDEit Fbaseii, of 
Promnce of Lover Canada . ) River Do GhSine, ia (he Dis- 
trict of Montreal} blacksmith, beinjr duly sworn, deposeth, 
and sailb, That about the spring of the year 1813 , he was 
engaged as a blacksmith in the service of the North-West 
Company for the space of three years. That he was shortly 
afterwards sent from La Chine to Fort William, where he 
remained daring the whole period of his service, and hiith- 
fully performed his duty until the end of his engagement, 
in the spring of 1816 . That after his time of service was 
expired, he cxpresskl his desire to return to Montreal, and 
also his wish to receive his account, and to be paid his 
wages: that he was told to continue his work; which he 
refused to do, unless he was paid. That he was then pro- 
mised that he should be paid for his past services, and for 
such otlier work as he should perform. That, relying on 
this promise, he began a-new to I; hour in their service, but 
without entering into any engagement for any limited time 
or any specihe services, excepting to be paid f^r such work 
as he should perform, were it more or less. 

That, after the arrival at Fort William of one Bourke 
and others, who had been brought thither in the North- 
West canoes, after having escaped the massacre at Red 
River, he was desired by the said Bourke to accompany 
him in a visit to one Cbdtelain, a person in the service of 
the Earl of Selkirk, who was encamped upon a small island 
at a little distance from Fort William. 

That he went accordingly with the said Bourke to see 
Ck&telain, and was desired by the said Ch^telain to sell him 
some skins of the Orignal for the purpose of making shoes, 
which Cb&telain said his men were much in want of. That 
this deponent had three skins of the Orignal leather, his own 

E rivate property, which he told ChAtelain he would let him 
ave. That this circumstance came afterwards to the hnow- 
, ledge of the Honourable William M‘Gillivray, who sent a 
man to take up this deponent. That this deponent told the 
man there was no occasion to take him up, that he would 
go voluntarily to the said William M‘Gilhvray, which he 
in effect did. That, when arrived in the presence of the said 
William M‘Gillivray, the latter told the deponent that he 
bad been acting treacherously in selling skins to his(M‘Gil- 
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livm^’s) raemies* That the deponent then replied^ that be 
did hot know whose enemies be. bad been bargaining with, 
bat they were in want of skjns, and this deponent had a right 
to 6^1 his own prop^ty» and should deliver the skins he hail 
^mised. That the said M^GilUvray then threatened this 
e^apooefit with imprisonment, if be had any further connec* 
tioiP with Ch&telain. That he afterwards t^k the said tlirisf^^ 
skins, and delivered them to thh said Ch&telain, at a little 
distance from Fort William. That this circumstance also 
came afterwards to the knowledge of the said William 
M^Gtllivray, and on the morning following the delivery of 
the skins, while this deponent was yet in bed he was directed 
to get up and goto Dr. Maclaughlin, on^of the North-West 
partners; when he came into Dr. Maclaughlin’s presence, 
the Doctor called out to him, “ You damned rascal, bow 
durst you sell any thing (o our encndies? I Would hang 
you for a copper.” The <]ieponent replied, ‘ You can’t 
‘ hang me for that, it is not so easy done.’ — ^That the Doc- 
tor, who possessed great bodily strength, immediately laid 
his hands on this deponent’s shoulders, and pushed him 
down upon the floor, and gave l)im several severe blows. 
That, after (bis he directed the deponent to be taken to a 
small square building made of hewn logs, without any 
light, wherein was a quantity of human excrement. That, 
after being a short time in this confinement, the stench of the 
place, and the bruises he had received, made tliis deponent 
conceive that if he were kept there much longer his health 
would be destroyed : and he offered to Mr. Tate, an over- 
seer at Fort William, to work for a year without wages for 
the North-West Company, if they would let him out. That 
the said Tate came again to the deponent, and told him that 
he would not get out by serving the North-West Company 
for one year, nor for two years; but that if he wished to be 
set at liberty, be must enter into a new engagement to serve 
them for three years longer. That this deponent refused to 
sign any such engagement for some time, hoping to induce 
them to accept of his services for a shorter space of time; 
but at length, after having been kept in the square building 
as a prisoner for ten days, perceiving his health much im* 
paired (which is not yet recovered), and being told that be 
should be put in irons, be agreed to sign, and did sign an 
engagement to serve (he North-We^t Company for thrw 
y^rs more, and was liberated from confinement. That this 
^epqnent was frequently advised and desired, from the time 
first in the service of the North-West Company, and 
even by several of the partners, to take a Squ^w as a wife; 
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bat as he conceived this was wished foiy for the purpcfse ot 
getting h^ tp.rw® in the %rth- West, 

J)ad j^OTJsr biBsn preyaji^ ^ f . v 

l^hat aht>rUyafi^r thi^ fir^m oo!i^\ 

the mr\ of Selkirk viclpity of^Fort , 

Willjaqa. That the partners of the Noi^h- West Company 
were afterwards arrested under warrants from the Earl of 
Selkirk* That the Earl of Selkirk didnot linmediatcly aftef 
the arrest of the partners take possession of Fort William, 
bjif allowed the partners to return to their rooms to pass the 
night. That this deponent himself saw the said partners 
during the night busily engaged in examining papers, of 
which he saw them burn a large quantity. That during 
Ihe night also a great number of guns were removed from 
*the magazines, in which they were kept usually at Fort 
William that they do rjot commonly keep loaded guns in 
the magazine; but that the guns removed from thence were 
found loaded, primed, and ready for use concealed in a hay- 
loft at Fort William the morning following the arrest of the 
partners. That barrels of gunpowder were also removed 
and hidden during the same night. 

That this deponent gave immediate information to the 
Earl of Selkirk of these procee dings, and on the morning of 
the following day bis Lordship, whose men had been previ- 
ously encamped ifi an open spare of j^round opposite the 
fort, came and look possession of Fort William. That this 
deponent beard at ihe time from other engages of the North- 
West Company, and firmly believes, that llic object for 
which the said arms and annuunitioii were concealed, was 
to effect (he rescue of the partners arrested, and to destroy 
the party of the Earl of Selkirk. Ami this deponent further 
upon his oath declares, that he firmly believes, from his 
knowledge of the violent and sanguinary character of the 
partners of the North-West Company and their previous 
proceedings, that neither the life of the Earl of Selkirk, nor 
the lives of his men, would have been safe, had they conti- 
nued encamped without the Fort, but that they would have 
been cut off and massacred, if the said Earl of Selkirk had 
not immediately taken possession of Fort William. 


(Signed) ALEX ANDEll FRASER. 

Sworn before me, this 6th 
diy of March, 1817* 

^Signed) J. M. MONDLLET, J. P*. 
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APPENDIX* 


[N.N.] 

Declaration of jF, F. Boucher, 

(See ObservatioiAi, ptjge 185.) 

DiUrictde} Examen volont^re do Frangois Firniiri 
MontreaL $ DoucJier, accuse, sou^ sermcnt, d^av^oir, le dix- 
neuf Juitt dernier, lue a la colonio do la Riviere Rouge, 
virigt~iji\ licmnu.v, an i>oml)ro des quels s’est honve lo 
Gonvt r S^ni pie. 

Ditqu’il ii’i\ qiii-(H:e-c!e-soit ; qu’il fill eavoye quatre 
juuisiiuj3.irav.ini ia nioit du (aonvc rncur Sianple, jvu* uii des 
a^socic^ de la (\)iap du Nord-l )ne>i , Mr. .Me\and(*r 
M‘Doii«‘lL lit! oe 1 1 l^aiVi^N pour pni li.’s vivres 

a iViaJioit inuinne ia (irenoailiieie, (Mwiron trois lieius 
jjiiis Las (:u(* -’ort la r'oiireluMiaiis la Rivieic Rouirt'; que liii 
et S('s com {>a .:n OIKS, p«air ' viler d’etre appercus ^Ics ( u)lons 
de la li’liiaLson, [)asseri‘nt dans ies tcures a distance 
eloiiTi-’ee i'.n l o; ( ile la I>aie d’l ludson ; — tpe* dars la vne 
tI’ata.)iL!:i jr parti de ri Biye trilndsoii, l/> ii>i'dJinies 
av(d-;fil vouiu eu nvxju r avec eiix, tl(*s vie la 5aye 

d’liiid,*. < t, ( ■;-i>'6s tic I’ex anifie pour l(\s intt*r[)re er eu 
Anglos) lei s"ef(':cet rciaois a eux^ ot en avoitait enifnene 
uii ; — (|uc !'»r><j'dils procedoient vers la (frcnoiiilliere, ils 
” ppei'cijK 111 uiM^ gKUjppe (I’lioiniiics composes il-‘s g(*ns dc 
ia (.’eiiips'iiiiit' la' i i j^ayc tl’l I udson ; — cpdalois \i:s ct'rtaiii 
nonjhrc d lcumics au s( rvuM* dc l;i (lonip.ij^nic du \oriI- 
OiJCst i!! iiinie s l5i>is ale-, jo;:, liircc.t i’cxamine, ct ses coni- 
pagijocs ; — (:ii ■ ,ccux-ti cfov.iii? tput* Ics gcn> de ia Baye 
d’llud.'on iciir cn vo!*!.jicii;, ( p.uet'tpi'i'n s’uvaiir ml sur ceux 
liu iSord-( >utst, ils u noit'nt en iiuuns Icms Insils) voiilurcot 
tirer Mir cux, ni lis f]ce rcxaniiue s’y opposa ;■ m|u’ tMiliii 
iij|\ IVx inline, s’evama s« ul sur le parli de la l^ayi* d’H lul- 
son pour parlt r a ceux qiii le composoieiit , ( t approclui si 
pros till (joijveiiieui Simple tjue cdui-ci jiril Ics remies tie la 
bride ilu clu val di^ rexarnine ; -updils se [>arJerciit, tpu: Ic 
Gouvi liM ur se saisiitie lacrosse du tusil tie rcxaiuiiie, et 
oidomia it si s gt iis d’avancer ; — (pie ceux-ci idoheissani pas, 
et i’t'xamine disaut. (pu* s’ils f-roient ils etoituii tons 
molts, le (jouvt'rncur Semple leiir vlit (pdil n(‘ Lalloit pas 
cra.indre, (juM n’t a nYMoii pas le temps, et (pdil La 11 oil tirer ; 
— qu’aus-ifol I’t xariiiacj a <ait('ndu \r. rapport de deux ooups 
de tusiis tiicis par Ies geos de la Bayed’lludsori ; — qidS din- 
stant I’t'xainiar'* s’est piecipitd de sou clicval u terre, tenant 
cept ndan! la criniere de scjn cfieval, et (juc Ic cheval efTray^’ 
i’a aiuui iraine Jusqida distance d’enviroii une portee de 










